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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 10¢% October 1866, .

No. 246.  Read the following letter from the Sanitary Comuissioner, on Special
Duty, to the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Madras, 21st Scptember 1866, No. 218:— :

veyed to me in the I’roccedings of Government, dated 31st July 1866, No. 756, 1
have visited those parts of the Salem ang North Arcot Districts where distress,
caused by the failure of the ordinary rains, has been most severely felt,

tore, and inspected the towns of ’I‘ripatore, U tangirai, and Harroor.

3. In the North Arcot District I rode through the Talooks, Vellore, Polur,
Gudiattum, and Palmanair, and lnspected the towng of Vellore, Arnee, Polur, Gudi-
attum, Satghur, Palmanair, and Chittore, _

4. T was accompanied in the Salem District atlone time by the Head Assist-
ant, Mr. Brandt, and afterwards by the Collector, the onorable Mr, D, Arbuthnott,

5. In the North Arcot District I was accompanied Ly My, Barlow, the Sub-

* Collector, and later by the Collector, Mr. J. Robinson, My tour occupied altogether
" twenty-four days, and I am able, I belicve, to give a fair idea of the condition of

these Districts,

6. The circumstances of both these are very kimilar. In both there hLas
been a failure of the ordinary rains, -accompanied by a most. unusually hot season.
As a consequence, the wet cultivation has been very limited
mencement of my tour there was serious apprehension that i, both Districts the

in the neighbourhood of wells, and the Prospects weroe of the gloomiest description,

8. Since then there have been frequent showers in Lotk Districts ; the tanks
have been partially filled, and in both there are hopes of the dry crops being reaped. .
A few showers will render them safe, but they will be short crops. The failure of
the wet crops, and the probable deficiency of the dry crops in these Districts,
together with the distress which has generally prevailed throughout the country, and
especially in Mysore and Bellary, have had the cffect of extraordinarily raising
the price of the grains, which are the staple food of the people.  For many weeks
these grains bave been selling at more than double their ordinary price.

9. Raggy was in Salem sclling at from seven to cight measures per Rupee,
the ordinary price being twenty measures.

The Railw:iy passes through both these sttricts, and has carried away from them
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distress had caused prices to rise still higher. In neither of theso Districts has

there yet been any absolute failure in the supply to the markets.
merchants, always a timid race,

abundant store of grain,

Jut the grain-
have been chary of shewing that they have any
They havo preferred exporting their grain to other
Districts where the excessivo prices enabled them to make a large profit, rathe
increase the prices much beyond the present high ratesin the
They fear popular indignation and riots ending in attacks on the grain shops.

12. This has caused some difficulty in supplying the local markets in the
North Arcot and Salem Districts, but I do not apprchend that this feeling will bo
permanent, or that there is any real cause for apprélmnding that there will bo any
serious deficiency in the supply of food to the people, 80 long as they have money
to purchase. Dut all have gone through and will have to endure for some months
great privation.

13. 1 am bappy tobe able to state that this suffe
Districts, has not as yet increased to that point when
neither saw nor heard of any nunber of people perishi
in Ganjam and more recently in Bengal, and the peof)
presented any outward appearance of great suffering.

14. Itwas only at the Relief Houses that

scvere privation ; at these places were congregated the aged and infirm and a large
number of children who were very sickly and in many cases very emaciated. This
wag especially the case in the Salem District. At some Relief Ilouscs, the old and
infirm were just nb](i to crawl to their meals, and the children were so reduced from
. exhaustion, thai they could hardly lift the cups-of food to their lips. Now that

the Relicf Houses have Leen thoroughly organized, this suffering is speedily relieved,
and it may be confidently hoped, that there will be no d

such as undoubtedly occasionally occurred in the more djst
the hill villages.

15. In order to give a tolerably clear idea of the condition of this part of the
country, I have prepared the two Maps which accompany this report,

16.  Those Talooks which have suffered extremely from drought, are colored

dark browa; the Talooks where distress from failure of rains prevailed in a less
degree are marked drab.

r than
ir own towns and villages.

ring, though general in both
distress becomes famine. I

le T met on the roads rarely

there were any outward signs of

caths from starvation,
ant jungle tratts and in

17. These Maps also exhibit the works which are hﬂ'ording relief to the alle-
bodied poor.

These works may, for convenience, e divided into—
1st.—Ordinary Imperial Works under the Department of Public Works.

These are colored lake ; the crowns, colored lake, indicate tank and channel work,
deepening wells, &e., &c., as distinet from road work.

20d.—Special Relief Works—The same symbols are used, but the color used
is black.
3rd.—Works cxccuted from Local Funds, which were this year unusually
large in both Distriets. These works are colored burnt sienna.
18.  The places where Relief Houses.have been established are indicated by
green crosscs. A glance at the Map will, I think, satisfy the Government, that all
has Lecn done that is required for the present to meet the cmergency.

ng of hunger as was the caso
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19. The Relief Works have been planned so as to bring the labor close to the
distressed portions of the Districts, and the Relief Housos have been placed as
centrally as possible 5o as to enablo the old and infirm from surrounding villages
to reach them as easily as possible. It is impossible to determine for how long a
period these extraordinary measures will be required ; but if the approaching mou.
soon be favorable, we may anticipate a partial fall in the prices of food, and such a
demand for labor, as will lead to . rapid reduction of the numbers of thoso secking

labor at Relief Works. Simultaneously with this better condition, the numbers of
applicants at the Relief Houses will be reduced.
anticipated before the end of December next.

20. The Special Relief Works which have been organized in both the Sulem

Special Relief Worka and North Arcot Districts consist in the
) construction of a few useful cross-roads,

and short fecding roads to Railway
Stations.

The repair of roads alrcady in existence.

The repair of irrigation works, such as tanks and channels,

The deepening and repair of wells and tanks used for drinking water.:
Plauting trees by road sides, and ecclosing and trenchingv spaces of jungle with

a vicw to the protection of trees most useful for fuel.

21. "~ Works already in prbérés?,"“ﬁ?‘.dcr the Public Works Departmert; for

which estimates had been made and sanction obiained, gave on the f= occurrence

of the distress considerable occupation to the poor, and befored e tunds allotted to
these works were exhausted, the Special Relief Works were commenced,

22. In both Districts there were Local Funds available, and these have been .
judiciously cxpended in those parts of the District where distress was most prevalent.

23. The wages in the Salem and North Arcot Districts have varied from
2 Annas to 2 Annas 6 Pie, for men coolies; for women the wages have been from
1 Anna to 1 Anna 6 Pie; and for children from 6 Pic to 1 Anna,

24. It has been possible to bring the works within tolerably easy reach of the
suffering villagers, and it has not been necessary to hut the gangs of workmen.

25. Tho congregation of great numbers of workmen together, during a time
when epidemic cholera was more or less prevalent, has been wisely avoided. Many
of the works, such asthe repairs of tanks and channels, will be dircctly remunerative

N . . N » } ]
and will bring on incrcased arca of land into cultivation. Tho number employed
on the works has been subjeet to considerable fluctuation. Whenever rain has
fallen, numbers havo left the works to resume, as far as possible, the ordinary
agricultural operations of ploughing, sowingz, and weeding.  Theso operations
concluded, a considerable number return to the road or other works. This causes

little inconvenience to the works which have been purposely designed, not as being

. emergent, but as affording relief to the agricultural classes who are thrown out of

work by tho adverso scason, and the great loss of cattle which has so greatly
circumscribed the area of cultivation in these Districts.

No great change can, howerer, be
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26. Tho cost of the Special Relief Works ig the North Arcot District is esti-
mated at one lac of Rupees which will provide labor until the end of Dzcember.
In tho Salem District 50,000 Rupees have been specially sanctioned by the Govern-
ment for Relief Works, and a large proportion of this sum has been devoted to
small irrigation works, such as the repairs of tanks and channels.
extension of Relief Works is, I think, required in the Silem District, whero prices

are rising and distress increasing. I venture to suggest that the Collector should
be assured of the support of the Government in the cnergetic extension of all useful
works which can for the next few months afford employment to unskilled labor.

27.  As stated above, I cannot pre

estimate of the probable total cost
Districts.

A considerablo

tend in this report to give any very accurate
of the Relicf Works in either of these two

23. Favorable weather which would
cultural lubor, may cause the works to bo
would, on the other hand, cause an influx o

29. In theso Districts as in others, v

organized, there has been considerable u
observed.

give an impulse to the ordinary agri-
partially deserted—an adverso scason
f persons secking cmployment,

here Special Relief Works have been
ncertainty as to -the principles to - be

- 30. The true principles have, some years agzo, been :
. ey S g very clearl .
by Colonel Baird Smith, in his admirable report on ;h Y clearly laid down

e 'amine of 1860-61, ;
sray perhaps be necessary to continue em 860-61. As it

y ploying large numbers of tho ablo-bodied
pOOTJl.'\)}: some months, I beg to quote ) whiat“Colonel B

aird Smith has said upon

this subjects-thich will perhaps pne ‘ 4 ! |
ject, ! p ? 1080 cngaged in organizing labor

chwill Vo useful to tl
under the present®aliat2ircumstances,

“The primary condition of admission on Relicf Wofks is, that applicants shall
not b 5o helpless as to be unlit for ordinary labor in digging, carrying, and the like
1f they are so belpless, they properly fall under charge of the agents for rolicf of the
helpless poor, but they would be improperly plac S 0

hd )

“ All people then willing to give ]
on t}.lcse works. The wages given are calculated at the lowest rat dful fi
subsxs.tcnce, and for that only. Profit on labor that is not want ed 11:00 ul for
drug in tho market, is wholly out of the question. It i in g )ccuni’ Sy m?ro
z.n. Icast a very expensivo method of working, for the average ci acit ari" e
13 much below that of ordinary laborer oo capacity of the workers

8, and the cost of work g
' : | executed must
ZI\‘:a) t:::;be bigh, But‘no middle course exists between employing those people aud
haintaining them.  They certainly cannot support themselves, an it is Letter far

to accept the high rates of work conscquent on their employment than to let them

subside into the class of hel pless i ;
. poor ordie. It . L
no specific rates can possibly be fixed, 18 clear that on Special Relicf Works

Th , .
entire cost of subsistence to the rates duoci'(orn:)‘:jltin?rr;g(l’a{;im a‘c(c‘:))r,dr'l:iﬂz, ::iz
compara}tl\'e working capacity of the people cwployed, and ma , at an :;;C shew
fluctuations dependent on this capacity alone, and thus bo}\’vho]l ybe 'ox:d the
control of the officer in charge. Some-officers have tried to work “{mii limiting

abor in exchange for wages are admitted

———
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rates, but it is only practic'able to do so systematically by overlooking the fact, that
wages on Special Relief Works are subsistence wages only, and cannot be retrenched

. for short work without starving the work people. It is remarkable, however, how

well and cheaply, amid all the diflicultics of the case, an energetic officer can exccuto
Special Relief Works. But this comparatively satisfactory result caunot be obtained
by reducing wages. It depends on close personal supervision, on the careful
adjustment of tasks to strength, in the formation of working parties, so that the
strong and the weak may cach have just the kind or quantity of work they are best
fitted todo.  In this way the best may be made of the system, but at best it will
never be an economical one.  It, however, returns in labor a sensible proportion of
the cost of maintaining 1he people, and what is perhaps of more importance it
teaches them to continue reliance on their own capacity to work as their best means
of subsistence, and maintains their self-respect by keeping them above the position
aupers.”
of helpless paupe 31. Among the calamitics which

attend a scason of drought is the Joss of
cattle. - '

Loss of Cattle,

32. Ia both tho Districts of Salera and North Arcot there has Leen discase of -

cattle, caused by the failure, for some months, of pasture. There is no accurato
return of the actual loss at present available. ) The miscrablr_: condition of.the cattlo
along the line of my tour confirmed the accou.nts of cattle diseasc which were given
Ly the Ryots, and this cause will seriously limit cultivation for a considerable
time. .

33. The great mortality of the cattle reported was also cqnﬁrmed by the
great number of carts ladqu with hides which Isaw,.espccia.lly in the Salem District,
and by the very low prices at which bides were selling.

31. In aletter this day received from,the. Co.llector of .Sal.cm, he represents
the oss of horned cattle in two Talooks of his District, U%tangxral and. Dharampury,
as 100,000, and states that thero have been very scrious losses in four other
Talooks.

" 35. In North Arcot, the cattle of the Po!ur;’l‘a.look have suffered almost as
severely as in the worst parts of the Salcfu District, and throughout the Arcot
District cattle discase has cxtensively prevailed.

. ’ 36. -As might have been ‘cxpected,
* the pressure of high prices and the
reduced demand for labor Lave told injuriously on the public health of both these

Districts.

Iealth of the Population.

37. Cholera and small-pox have prevailed, and there has been unusual mortality |

from both these discases. Until the Relief Works could come into full operation,
and until the Relief Houses were opened, numbers of the lower orders, \\:ho are hired
agricultural laborers, and the old and infirm paupers and young children were
driven to feed upon roots and edible roots and leaves. The jungle tree, called
Devadani, furnished these. Theleaves were boiled down and eat?n, the d(.}COCf.iOXI
also being drunk. The interior pulp of the aloe boiled down in tamarind leaf
broth was also largely consumed. Tamarind stones were baked and tho kernels

B
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Caten, as wag g species of ground-nut ealleq Goligada, which is found g the beds of
tanks and marshes,
38. As may be imagined, thes
.xickness_ and Predisposed ¢, cholera
of the aloo tree wyq especial]

¢ miscrallg substitutc

» Which hag caused so
Y Pernicious, ang a
g of the intestincs

N 1< 7 .

59, In bot) Dlatn(rts, the filthy condition of (1,4 n
]ucscnte(ll al}l the conditiong Fequired fyp the rapid spread of cpidemic discase.
As usua there wag iy . .

- S 1n L dcscr\mg the name of dramage ur
tonservancy, gnq tho water supply was alimog

i) b lnvarial)ly coutaminated Ly the
pereolation of oy sewage, )

s for food produced great
many deaths, - The pulp
Ppeared to produce rapid ulceration

ative towng and villages

ganized gre e construction of
ement and defonee of the tanks and
will) howe\'cl‘, be done towards tho
tho Dublic health, unti] it is rendered
long the Towns Improvement Act,
. I towns Inthe interior. I was uble,
during my toyr ibr:atrl]xcec\?f t}Ile, (. pector General, Medical D()partmcm’

o my o NOTHL Areoy District cholera medicine In some
of.thc tO\\’;lS and Vf“a But I think it my duty to
f)t:lt:x(c):t ‘t o dunng Was most cvere in the North Arcot
~ ding medical adyice or rclief in any
re Dispensarics.

Lelples, condition of the | ,000, 500 deat)is occurred, and tho

f iderat; . . .mr.c fowns ang villages i this respect scems worthy
O consideratiop, Medxcmes 11 sufficieng quantitiey
the first Signs of gn

e e i shouly always he provided on
o Bt PProaching op, v and givey £, distribution to the Police,
Magisterial, gnq Revenye authoritics. If thig Precayt; ly attended to
many lives w 19 Was properly attende .

Y lives wouyld Prolally p, saved.  Ip ¢, Salem District pmclc)lc;ci)t;e was distri-
buted sgop after the appearance of ¢holerg, S

42. One of tl ~ i :
Ot the first gpg most Immediatq effects of the violent rise in tho

Price ¢ f00d~grains, accompanicd by o
€rase in the demand for agri-
y the large mass of
) Sustained Ly the charity of the
s In‘(_‘\'a]cnf’ were added tl'xu
been deserted by, or lost lhmr.
1 Were upgly), to avail themsclves ol

culiurg] labor, wag ¢4 leave entirely o
Permanent Pauperism wi,

! b, in ordinary times
tOmmunity.,

Ta these, a4 discag
children w},o had lost their pare
husbands, and others who, by ¢
the labor offered at g0 public Works,
43. To meet the wapts of the helpless poor, Relier
in bot), Distriqts. No large towy, in the distressc’d trac
where hundreds are daily fod. Other Relief Houses ‘
situated villages, ang to the

: se the age and infirm g,
Fesort for their daily meq]. _

s, womgén, who Liag
astc,prejudicg

Houses have heen opencl
tis without its Relicf I fouse,
have bLeen, openced in centrally
om tise neighbouring villages
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Twelve thousand Rupees have been already granted by the Madras
44. W

. , scrip-
’ I Relief Committee to the Collectors of North Arcot and Salem, and subscrij
General Relie

i have been raised in the principal towns in bot), Districts: It will be necffsfl:t)
(one e be lement the funds of the’ Relief IHouses i the Salem Distric ,
sti“.furt'hcr y sumt)t(.l is will not be required, for in uddition to the grants made
putin I\OFth_Z}TI?O dland local subscriptions, there are the accumulations of the
fr(:lm Y R:]l(;(no:'lrll as the “ Lungerkhana Fund,” which are availallc for the
ndowent, .
:upport of the poor at the Relicf Houscs, X e Rl Tone
45.  In both Districts it will probably be necessary t? cep Iy mot s
" nths, for until prices are considerably reduced, it is no i b
obon or 90"’{? t'nof th’e community will be available for the support of C\Cfl the
“’3?-“"3 cll)lqali;)tgri:n of the country which, from various causes, has been lco:u;ndcr-
ordinary px

-ably Increased.

6. I personally visited & large number of these Relief IIouscds. ‘(;]:]c,?ri
e 1 ‘ tour of inspection, they had only been recently opened, arl.~ e
e e aturally expected, great variety of system and occasional mistakes.
e mlgm]ln)iedrzdis at [3réscnt gencral in botlh Districts, scems well caleulated to
The pystem whic it} u£ affording cncouragement to mcndicuncy.
relieve the helpless poor witho g

The relief is almost entirely of cooked food ; when tl}c r.clicf: is continuous,
47 o d, after enquiry, to the rccipients. Casual relief is gu"en.to persons
tic.letst?rcsl:;iiil:fhungcr, who may be present at the time of the distribution of
evidently 3
food. le is, that the cooked food is to be consumed at the Relief 1ousg
13. Tl}o e lf’ In exceptional cases, such as that of Mahomedan women
and not carried away. ) inC‘ but who are in great distress, the food js sent to t.hcm
who ca.nnot appcar.l'n .;I : In ’mre instances small doles of money ha.ve. been given
by t]xcn.' n:;lz :i‘:]tl;::d infirm persons of respectability who are suffering severcly
to sustain the ag . .
from the present lnghtp:;::.ce of theso Relicf Ilouses has thrown great additional
19. The suqclr'mocmccrs of all grades. *This work has been .m?St chem.'fu“y
labor upon the public tives ofrcspcclt:ability in both Districts have wxl[mgly assisted,
done by-all, and the na l])i«trict there are thirty-three Relief Houses. I havo not
50. 1In the Salcnicw;n of the large numbers who are being relieved at these
yetreccived an exact subject to great fluctuations, but some idea may bo formfzd
houses and t“.]rl:lci.lc:zved ;rom Nnorth Arcot, in which District are seventeen Relief
. u ; .
{;Z:l::jo\\:fere six thousand persons are fed daily,

L7 i L
1. I heard natives of 'all classes speaking in terms of approbation of t e
51. 1e >

1 and i I concur in the
ursued in affording relicf to the aged and infirm, ]and et
S 1 ) z ) . - . \
> :\tﬂ.m I nimously expressed in these Districts, that these houses 0
opinion una ) :
1 1ves, .
- ans of saving many . - -
R ";(—‘] in this cl,)rief report endeavoured faithfully to convey }:h(; xm.p]u )
> d dor 1 t, be furnishe
foms roced red during a rapid tour.  The Government will, no doubt, ohed
by the Revens & he ities with accurate reports of the effect of the long continuc:
he Revenue authorities ate repor : e
o in reducing the arca of cultivation in both the North Arcot and § _
drought in re ucing
Districts,
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ot and Silem, j¢ would appear that, up to the end of August in
the four Talooks of the N

. . . 134 Cl
orth Arcot District whick have suffered most SLVt‘:r y
from the adverse Season, there has beep a decrease in the area of cultivation of—

Acres,
Dry . 1,22728
Wet 46,617
—_—

Total Acres,

C 94 I the Sulem District
the \de’crcase of cultivatioy is

1,69,345,—of which, 1he assessment is 4,30,543.
» Where the distress hag been

—

of more general extent,

Acres,
Dry . 3,00,970
Wet 19,471
\
TOtulAcms' 3’20’4““Wprcsentino an assessment of 4,953,088
Rupees, > S - .

. These ficures Convey cloarly enough t}e serious loss of revenue which
.wxll }.1ave been caused by the failure of the usual rains; apd it is not difficult to
1Magine how myel, nisery hag y

agricultury) labor, ACcompanjeq g4 ;

which haye Prevailed during the

. patience, tho poorer Ryots have also
ume tlieojy cultivation whenever slight showers
8 scue g i : 130 a crop,
Lowever scanty. Portion of their lanq. and rai

1eIr cattlg and wh, Were not, even when favored

r 8¢eepted gratefully the opportunity
: TErNment at the Relief Worke, Still, with
® and private charity could give, the sufferings of the PCOI’.IO
cts of the drought of 18¢¢ will for years be fclt 1n

) in Indiy 8¢asons of drought have a certain
nee. us Colone] Buird Smith shews that during nincty
Y have ing 6](’1 there .have Jeen six droughts variable in the cxtent of

. tencedang g their destructivencss of life and property, but
* Serious - Portance i their effocts on the resources of Gorvernment
condition of the People. Ty, average period of recurrenco is

cr
5amo recurreneg of drought at short

TS, and it would
Doticed jp

tCution in eq¢l, District of I”'OJCCt:
f drought, would at ]ca.sn
sult from even partial failure of rains i

D S SVP
TTARTMA ety BT M A .
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, 1f they had been
xecuted, would not only have been highly remunerative, but wouyld have this
e - -
vear mad’e the serious failure of rain result in

loss of crops. It is Leyond my province to do more than allude to this question
0s .

: ) illage throuoh
re.('re.t ’tfoaftilif::sW:éhiiz:riﬁle);eav:;g;ci :he s:me complaint of breached tanks and
Dlismc]s out of ,rcpair ; while in many places. great natural reservo;
. e, which only required a comparatively moderate oyt)
z:.litn:oinz ::u]tivation large tracts of country now lying waste.

o

61. Considerable rivers and streams aro

——

Transferred to the Revenye Department.

' : * (Signed) J, D. SI),
Forr OSAIZT (;‘.;:EZGE, Secretary ¢, Government,
lst October . .
No. 247 OrDER THEREON, 10th October 1866, No. 2,737, -
0. .

1. The Government are greatly indebted ¢, Mr.
Ellis for the admirable manner in which he has performed
the duty en‘rusted to him, and for the exc?lle.nt report he

ubmitted of the condition of the North Arcot and Sulem Districts, and the

Do adopted for the relief of the peop.le- . ) :

measures adop nment have only to siznify their approval of these measures,

q fh i?lizagz:: to afford such assistance in labor and money ag may be

an C . o
necessary. ference to paragraph 26, the Collectors of North Arcot ang salem,.

. 3. Withre ?{e tors of other Districts, of which the condition may, in the
as well as tho C(I) CC] officers, be such as to render the measure necessary, will be
judgment of the} - ro at ]il:crty to act on the Order of 25¢} July last, at thejr
inform?d that t.neztzs &e., of the relief works undertaken must be submitted for
discretlon.- E;tlgover’nmel’lt, but the works may bo commenced and ProCFe.ded
th.e o Ctlon.(f tion of their sanction, and with the assurance that all judicious
with, in nnttlcl?ar the relief of distress will meet with the approval of: G?ve}'nment.
arq?n%f)zcn:hoo have not bhitherto taken adrantage of the Order » Will intimate to
(C;sz:nmc’nt at once, whether they deem it necessary to do so, and the proba ble
expenditure in their Districts up to the end of the year,

Miscellaneous.

Cc

a1
. e
e s e
———a
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ot and Silem, j¢ would appear that, up to the end of August in
the four Talooks of the N

. . . 134 Cl
orth Arcot District whick have suffered most SLVt‘:r y
from the adverse Season, there has beep a decrease in the area of cultivation of—

Acres,
Dry . 1,22728
Wet 46,617
—_—

Total Acres,

C 94 I the Sulem District
the \de’crcase of cultivatioy is

1,69,345,—of which, 1he assessment is 4,30,543.
» Where the distress hag been

—

of more general extent,

Acres,
Dry . 3,00,970
Wet 19,471
\
TOtulAcms' 3’20’4““Wprcsentino an assessment of 4,953,088
Rupees, > S - .

. These ficures Convey cloarly enough t}e serious loss of revenue which
.wxll }.1ave been caused by the failure of the usual rains; apd it is not difficult to
1Magine how myel, nisery hag y

agricultury) labor, ACcompanjeq g4 ;

which haye Prevailed during the

. patience, tho poorer Ryots have also
ume tlieojy cultivation whenever slight showers
8 scue g i : 130 a crop,
Lowever scanty. Portion of their lanq. and rai

1eIr cattlg and wh, Were not, even when favored

r 8¢eepted gratefully the opportunity
: TErNment at the Relief Worke, Still, with
® and private charity could give, the sufferings of the PCOI’.IO
cts of the drought of 18¢¢ will for years be fclt 1n

) in Indiy 8¢asons of drought have a certain
nee. us Colone] Buird Smith shews that during nincty
Y have ing 6](’1 there .have Jeen six droughts variable in the cxtent of

. tencedang g their destructivencss of life and property, but
* Serious - Portance i their effocts on the resources of Gorvernment
condition of the People. Ty, average period of recurrenco is

cr
5amo recurreneg of drought at short

TS, and it would
Doticed jp

tCution in eq¢l, District of I”'OJCCt:
f drought, would at ]ca.sn
sult from even partial failure of rains i

D S SVP
TTARTMA ety BT M A .
S—— — ‘.

—— g coan

—— e ———— T -

~

I’_roceelli"g' of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue D:epartment,
' 10th October 1863,

, 1f they had been
xecuted, would not only have been highly remunerative, but wouyld have this
e - -
vear mad’e the serious failure of rain result in

loss of crops. It is Leyond my province to do more than allude to this question
0s .

: ) illage throuoh
re.('re.t ’tfoaftilif::sW:éhiiz:riﬁle);eav:;g;ci :he s:me complaint of breached tanks and
Dlismc]s out of ,rcpair ; while in many places. great natural reservo;
. e, which only required a comparatively moderate oyt)
z:.litn:oinz ::u]tivation large tracts of country now lying waste.

o

61. Considerable rivers and streams aro

——

Transferred to the Revenye Department.

' : * (Signed) J, D. SI),
Forr OSAIZT (;‘.;:EZGE, Secretary ¢, Government,
lst October . .
No. 247 OrDER THEREON, 10th October 1866, No. 2,737, -
0. .

1. The Government are greatly indebted ¢, Mr.
Ellis for the admirable manner in which he has performed
the duty en‘rusted to him, and for the exc?lle.nt report he

ubmitted of the condition of the North Arcot and Sulem Districts, and the

Do adopted for the relief of the peop.le- . ) :

measures adop nment have only to siznify their approval of these measures,

q fh i?lizagz:: to afford such assistance in labor and money ag may be

an C . o
necessary. ference to paragraph 26, the Collectors of North Arcot ang salem,.

. 3. Withre ?{e tors of other Districts, of which the condition may, in the
as well as tho C(I) CC] officers, be such as to render the measure necessary, will be
judgment of the} - ro at ]il:crty to act on the Order of 25¢} July last, at thejr
inform?d that t.neztzs &e., of the relief works undertaken must be submitted for
discretlon.- E;tlgover’nmel’lt, but the works may bo commenced and ProCFe.ded
th.e o Ctlon.(f tion of their sanction, and with the assurance that all judicious
with, in nnttlcl?ar the relief of distress will meet with the approval of: G?ve}'nment.
arq?n%f)zcn:hoo have not bhitherto taken adrantage of the Order » Will intimate to
(C;sz:nmc’nt at once, whether they deem it necessary to do so, and the proba ble
expenditure in their Districts up to the end of the year,

Miscellaneous.

Cc
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e s e
———a




-

. Public Works.

~

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,

10¢h October 1863.

e

4. The carly attention of the Bard of Ravenus will ba requested to
paragraphs 31 to 33, in view to their consulting Collectors as to tho cxpediency
of making advances for the purchase of agricultural stock,

5. The Board’s attention will also be drawn to paragraphs 36 to 41, They
will again impress upon Collectors that the responsibility of providing m
relief rests with them. It is but rarely that the Government can afford the

instructions, at the outbreak of cpidemics. The Board will place themselves in

communication with the Inspector General of the Medical Department, and issue
explicit instructions on tho subject. )

6. Paragraphs 59 to 61 of the Report will bo communicated to the Department

7. Copies of Mr. Ellis’ Report Wil bo sent to al] Collectors.
. ‘ . (True Extract.) o
(Signed) 3. D. s131,

Seccretary to Government,

To tho Sanitary Commissioner.

+» the Doard of Revenue.

»» the Collector of North Areot, = .
»» the Collector of Salem.

»» the Collector of

s the Principal Inspector General, Medical Department,
_+» the Public Works Department.

.. the Editor's Table,

),

as e
-

Exd. S T. Augustin,
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