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"+ Procecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Recenué Departinen,
)

o 10¢h October 1866

Read the following papers:— « =

No. 242, From the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Secretary to
Government, Revenue Dcpartment, Fort Saint George, daﬁcd_)ladras, 5th
September 1866, No. 6,303. .

-

1. REferring to Government Order, dated 13th April 18686,. No. 858, Revenue
Department, calling for an approximate estimate of the probable receipts in each
district under the Road Cess Act, I amdirccted by the Board of Revenue to submit
the accompanying Sketch Estimate, deduced from the Collectors’ Reports to the
Board, together with a file of the reports themselves.

2. It will bo observed that the Collector of Ganjam has made no estimate,
and the Board have accordingly calenlated the item at six pies in the Rupee of the
Land Revenue, which is of course considerably under the taxable amount, as it
includes only the Zemindars’ peishcush and the Inam quit-rent, while the cess is
to be caleulated on the rent value of all lands held on tenure other than Ryotwary.
The same defect more or less vitiates theé estimates received from the Kistna, Nellore,
Cuddapah, Madras, and South Arcot Districts, whilo it very probably affects some
of the other estimates of which the details have not been given by the Collectors.

3. The estimate for North Arcot has been calculated at the existing rate of
2 per cent., instcad of 3} which the Act provides as a maximum, and the Collector
deprecates any change in the rate.

4. The Collector of Salem similarly advocates the retention of the existing
rate in that district, viz., Pics 4 in the Rupees of taxable value.

5. The Government are aware that a Road Cess already exists in those
districts where a revised assessment on the land has been introduced.

6. The Collectors of Ganjam and South Canara deprecate the introduction
of the Act, the former on general principles, the latter with reference to the peculiar
circumstances of his district.

7. The Government have disposcd of Mr. Forbes’ objections, copy of his
letter having been submitted direct to them ; and the Board, therefore, deem it
unnecessary to make any remark on the subject.

8. The Board sce no force in the special objections urged by Mr. Cadell in
regard to the District of Canara, which is certainly lightly assessed, is favorably
circumstanced in many ways, and has had much public money expended for its
benefit in the construction of roads and ghauts. . '

9. DBut as regards the quecstion of the general introduction of the Cess, the
Board consider it very inadvisable that the Cess should be introduced in somo
districts, and not in others or only in parts of others, and at varying rates, so as
to give it an appearance of partial taxation ; and as the circumstz.u}ces of the year.

. are in many places so disastrous that the imposition of any additional burden on
tho land at tho moment is open to serious objection, the Board aro disposed to
recommend to Governinent that the introduction of tha Cess anywhere be deferred
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, Droceadings of the Madvas Gorernment, Revenue Depus tire i, Yo !
- 10tk October 1866. \ !
’)v a
7 No. 245. OrpEr TREREON, 10th October 1866, No. 2,736. , § ’
|}
. - g 3 ‘ M ‘
, Laud Revenue, , . 1. The Governor in Council con- _ !
: siders that the Road Cess Act, at tho' . ' No, 2,660.
d ;aV1ntaveously bo introduced f t]fu“l r:t; prcscrlblcsdc;n .lt’ :;‘anpl"l"Perl)' .y . Proceepings or Tak Boarp or Revexce, dated 17th April 1866. .
an Ve 5 uced from the 1lst Januar lne ¢ : C L.
' Districts 'viza"— y » 1o following ‘ ! Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 13th April 1866, No. 836,
R - . ! Revenue Department. ' '
; | -~ Vizagapatam, (Jeypore excepted. ) : —_—
. *  Godavery. ' _ 1. Tesolved that the Buard of Revenue be instrected to place themselves in commanica-
Kistna. _ ’ tion with the Coliectors regarding the introduction, into each District, of the Road Cess Act:\'he"
’ Nellore. ' : it has received the assent of the Governor General and Viceroy. -
Cuddapah. i 2. The conmencement of the ensuing Fusly year would be the most coovenient time for
Tanjore. . : applying the Aect.
Tinnevelly, “ : i S.  The Board will submit an spproximate estimate of the probable receipts in each Dis-
Malabar, (Wynaad cxcepted.) : rict unler the Act,

South Canara. | :
2. The requisite

instruct the Collectors
‘tions both for the levy
- proceeds. ~

3. In the other districts a further post

- quence of the adverse character of the 5Cas0

for special reports to be submitted in the
. should be laid beforo Government, ag they

Board’s views. :

4. There are several points in the Collec

need n0tlc~c. _ To All Cull.ctors.
_ 5. The Collector of t}xe Godavery 18 1n error as to the revised Land Assess-

ment including Road Cess. 1le will find that Government did not acknowledge this.
~+ 6. Thelate Acting Collector of Kurnool scenss to have been in ignor:nco of

the Local Fund Rules issued by Governmentin G, O. dated 4th March 1864, .

No. 392. 1is rccommendation that the reccipts in cach talook should bo expended

within its limits, and the more extremo measuro proposcd By the Collector of -
" Malabar that the collections of each Amshom should bo expended within its limits,
cannot be adopted. The proper courso is to commence with the worky most
.' important to tho district at large, and as these are completed to come gradually ° A
: down to mero village communications. Of course the Cess is not to be applied to - ’
* parts of districts éxccptcd temporarily from the operation of the Act.
' 7. The Goveroment have passcd orders scparately regarding the Trichino- |

; poly Cess.

. (True Extract.)
Notifications will accordingly e issued, and the Bo

to employ the interval in making the nccessary
of the Cess and the carly and advantagzeous outla

ard will
prepara- -
y of tho

(Signed) J.D. SIM,
Sccretary to Government.

e -

To the Duard of Revenue.

Cowwunicated to ail Collectors fur early report, with the desired estimate.
ponement may be necessary in conse-

. . (True Extracis.)

. On this point the Board will call . (Sgned) W. HUDLESTOY,
course of next month. These reports ° Searetary.
aro received, with an expression of the - ' (True Copy )

" (Sizned) W.SCHARLIEB,
First Assistant,

Py #— .

tors’ letters to the Board, which -

Exd. J. Wri ht,

et Ll N

e

(Truo Extract.)
. (Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Covernment,”

. e ey

' 'i'o: the Board of Revenue. _
_,, the Accountant General. _
¢, the Public Works Department.

.- Fxd. T. O’anqbr. ‘ ' | : . :
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From G. BANBURY, Exq., Offciating Collector of Tanjore, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Vellum, 25th April 1866, No. 96.

1. Inreply to Board’s Proceedings, dated 17th instant, I have ths honor to state that the
Road Cess Act can bointroduced into th's District feum tiie co rmancem2nt of the ensainz Fusly. .
There is ample time to make all necessary arrangements, as paymeats will not begia befure Novem-
ber, when the first kist becomes due.

2 The realizations at sa approximate estimate wiil be Rapees 1,50,000,

“Exd. 7. Wiighs,



From W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Sub-Chllector in charge of Bellary, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenae, dated 26th April 1866, I'o. 81.

1. With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenne, No. 2,650, unler Jate the
17th instant, I have the honor to forward, herewith, an estimate of the probable receips of
Toad Cess at six pice in the rupee, of the annual rent value of all occupicd lands hell 02
Ryotwar and Inam tenures in the District, were the propos:d * Madras District Road Ces: Act”
enforced and brought ioto operation in this District.

2. Under the sanction of Government, conveyed in the Proceedings of the Boarl of Revenne,
No. 8,211, dated 220d December 18G4, a siwmilar cess, at four pie in the rupes, as that under
notice, has been imposed on all well lands as the Board are aware; the amount of this tax, at the
rate of four pice in the Rupee, was rupees 899-5-3. '

3. From past experience I do not apprchend any dificulty in carrying out the pian of
impusing, on all occupied lands, the cess in question.
4, There are no Zemindary tenures in this District. [n Suadoor there is a Jahghiredar,
but he pays no peishcush to Government. :
5. 1In the caso of Inam lands, I have calculated the tax on the assessnent of the lands ag
entered in the accounts, instead of calculating it on the quit-rent. There would bs great difCeulty
ia calculating it on the quit-reat, as the Inams have not yct beea all settled.

Encrosure No, 1.

Asstracr.~Memorandum o!. probable RRoad Cess ea the Circarand Inam Ayacut of the
District.

Exd. J. Wright,

o m




From D, P, CARMICITAEL, Esq., Collector and Agent to the Gavernor, ta the .Sscretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Vizagapatam, 2Gth April 1865, No. 344. \

L Ia reply to Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,639, of 17th April instant, I Lave the hooor to
state that the probable receipts in this Diste’ct, on the application of the “ Road Cess Act,”
would be one lac of Rupees per annum.

2. This estimate is exclusive of that prrtin of the District which is co‘mpriscd ta tha
Agency. - If extended to the Jeypore country, the tat would yield nome 4,000 Rupses more; hut
I zhould deprecate the extension of & form of taxation to that uncivilized couutry, which skail
raise the annual reat of each tenant’s holding by three and one-ecighth per .cent,

Ezd. J, Wright. _ ' '
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From H. G. SMITH, Esq., Collector of Callinih, to the Sacetiry ¢ ths Board of Revenne,
dated Muddenpully, 23th April 1866, No. GY.
With referenca to Board’s Proceedinzs of the 17(h April 1835, No. 2,660, [ have the honor
t> subjoin a Statement, showing the estimated receipts of Roal Cessin this District under the
Act, as thereia called for.
' ' Revenue collec-  {Estimated teckipls
No. : Taluks, | tions fur Fusly | of Rcad Cess at
: 1274, } anna per rupee.
. Rs. A. P. RS. A- P,
; Badwail ... o s L L] 208775 0 0 633 3 8
Proddatur ... ... ., .. ... .. .. 3,1587¢ 0 0 0871 1 0
3 |Siddavattum ..o oo .. ... cee e w ] 187,560 0 O 5,361 0
4 |Pullampett ... ... .o o, L. | o3y 0 o 9,526 3 6
5 |Cuddapab oo wo oo L0 ] 40LI9 0 O] 120514 5 6
’ G Jar'r}malmadugu e e e L) 308,278 0 0 9946 3 0
; Pulivendala ... .. ... .. . ... .. .. 231,835 0 0 7,214 13 6,
5 Royachoty ... oo oo o L L . | 235017 0 0 7,347 6 G
. Cadiri ... oo v L] 176963 0 G 5,550 4 G|
< 10 [ Voilpaud oo ot’ o L ] 2,848,963 0 0 8995 4 0
11 | Muddenpully s wee wee eee s e Ll 2,80152 0 0 7,102 4 0
Totz)...| 28,991,756 0 O 90,368 5 0
i (Signed) H, G, SMITH,
‘ . “ Qollector.
Exd. J. Wright, d
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From J. FRASER, E4q., Cullector of the Grdavery District, to ths Secretary to the Board of .
Reveaue, dated Cocanada, 30th April 1866, No. 86.

1. Asrequested by the Board in their Proczedings, dated 17¢h instant, No. 2,660, I have
the Lonor to submit an approximate estimate of probable receipts in the Godavery District
under the Road Cess Act.

2. Theamount in column 2 is the probabls rent vslue for Fusly 1276, on all lands under
occupation and on water tax subject 10 the payment of road cess under the provisions of the Act.
The amouut in column 3 is the cess fixed on the amount of rent value at six Pics per Rupee.

' 3. 1 beg to remind the Board that, as stated in paragraph 32 of their Proceedings, dated
. - 23rd April 1861, No. 2,110, the revised land assessment, which is to be brought into operation
' fully for the whole District from Fusly 1276, includes the Road Fund at two Rupees per ceot.

Encroscee No. 1
J STaTEMeNT shotwing the approzimale rent value on all occupied lands ia the Godacery Distric
| subject to the payment of Road Cess under the procisions of the Road Cess Act.

)
‘ ‘ Amount of cess
! Amount of rent| at six Pies per
‘ : Items, value. Rupee, or 33
; per ceot.
i Rs. AP Bs. A. P
1. Assessment on Government lsnds ... ... ... ... ...]I6,43,000 0 0 51,375 0 O
! 2. Water tax on do. do. ... e o] 7,02000 0 O] 24750 O O
: 3. Assessment on Joams and Agraharams ‘in Government ' :
villages ... ... ... ..l 879000 0 of 2746312 0
4. Water tax on Inams in Government vxllanes . . 280,000 0 of 875 0 0
5. Assessment of Zirayati lands in Zemxndar and Pro ne—
tary villages... ...y Y vos ...p .]15,30,000 0 of 47812 8 O
G. Water tax on Zirayati and Inam lands in do. do. do as
well as on Agraharams ~ ... et adens 1,81,000 0 O 5,656 4 O
7. Assessment on Inams and Aﬂrahara.ms m emm uy
nlln"csc. ...m... ver  ese  ses e aes  ene 549,200 0 0O 17,162 8 0 .
Total...[58,55200 0 O] 1,82975 0 1 %
]
Cocanapa, (Signed) J. FRASER, :

30th April 18¢8. Collector. ¢ . i
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From H, E. SULLIVAN, Esq, Acting Collector of Kurnool, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 3rd May 1866, No. 99.

1. Asdirected in the Board’s Proceedings, dated 17th ultimo, No. 2,650, I have the honor
to submit an estimate of the probable receipts from the District Road Cess.

2. The amount has been calculated on the beriz of the last Fusly, st the rate of four Pies
in the Rupee, which will yield a fund for the whole District of neaily Rupees 30,000. In the
Statement appended will be scen the probable receipts for each Taluk.

3. Rules for the application of the proceeds of the cess will, I presume, be promulgated in
due course. As a general rule, it would sesm desirable that the amount levied in each Taluk
should be expended within its limits, though circunstances might arise which would render an
occasional departura from such a course expedient.

4. I would recommend that for the present the provisions should be made spplicable only
to those Taluks where the new settlemont is
beivg carried out. These are noted ia the
margin.®

¢ Ramaiatottab, Nuodikotkoor, Nundisl, and Sirwell.

Exncrosure No. 1.

Arstract.~—Estimate of the probable receipts from the District Road Cess in the District
of Kurnool. )

L

Exd, J. Wright.

N . A ABA e N e et t . e e .
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Feom V. II. LEVINGE, Esq., Collcctor of Madura, to the Secretary to the BoArd of Revenue, °
dated Tirumungalum, 8th May 1866, No. 139. .

1. With reference to the Boards Proceedings of the 17th inslant, No. 2,669, I have the
henor to recommend that the Road Cess Act be introduced during the next Fusly, co poenc.by
1s% July 1866. ’

e o u:.l',esr; 2. The .pnrliculars given in Lz mtr,:j; a
20,00,000 8hows tho estimated rent valus of all deserip-
2{713212 tions of land in the Disirict. Is e Yo rahied

~5.°°° on, I think, that the returas to b farnisied
_59%  inder the Act will not be far less, ba’ may b3

o Total.. 3846133 ¢ o higher amount than that sihown 13 ths
Tax al 8ix Pico FELTUPE® oo wee  wee s o 1,20,193

Ryolwaf... .0 o oee o e
Liod assessrment ia the Zemindaries... ... ..

w in the Iosm willages ...
Assemament «f Sundry Ioams o e 0 e
Valye of the prodace of Gvecroment Amasy

1
| e X LI )

margin.

3. A coss, at the rate of six pice in the rupee, woull yield 1,20,192 Rupees a year, which is

ng the want of roadsand bridge and the dearness of labor ;.
1d not ba a heavy

no more than what is required consideri
and owing to the high value of produce and moderateness of assessment, wou

burden. ¢ .

Exd,J, Wright.
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From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
. dated Ootacamund, 9th May 18GG, No. 118.
With refcrence to the Proceedings of th:Bonrd of Revenue, dated the 17th April 1858
No. 2,600, I kave the honor to report that I have roughly estimated the probable amoust of the

reccipts that would accrue from the introduction of the Road Cess Act in this District, to ba
Rupces 75,000,

(R
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From W. M. CADELL, Esq., Co'lcctor of Soath Canara, to the Secretary to the Board of Reve.
nue, dated Camp at Mulki, Mangalore Taluk, 17th May 1866, No. 75.

1. I have the honor to reply ta the Proceedings of the Board, under date the 17th April
last, No. 2,660, and to submit the estimste i.. “a called for. The estimate, I may obrerve,
bis been based on the smount of the land Revenue fur Fusly 1274,

2 I would take, however, this opportunity to state that, in my judgment, the introduction
of the Road Cess Act in this District at this time, would be sltogether inexpedient.

3. In the first place, it cannot be denied that, compared with other Districts, Canara is
still in & very backward sta'e ; near the ccast and especially at the sea ports, the -population i9
sowrewhat numerous, and the peaple beyond ques-ion well-to-do ; etill, in the interiur, the popu-
lation is very sparse, and near the ghau's it is with difficulty that existing cultivation is main-
tained. It must, also, be remembered that Canara is intersected everywhere with riveis, and
that it is by theso rivers, and by these sln 0st entirely. that local produce finds its way to market:
indeed, the use of wheeled conveyances in Canara, from various causes, continues to be very limited,
and the oumber of these is said to be rather decreasing than increasing, Again, the District
has never been surveyed, and there can be but very liitle doubt that a very considerable amount
of land is enjoyed freo of any assessment : a cess on the amount of the Lind Revenue s3 existing
at present would, therefore, not bring in the amount abich it should, and when, to these consi-
deraticng, it is added that the lundhclders have already to pay a considerable sum in the way of
tax vpon internal ccmmunications when they make use of the ferries, I venture to think that
the Government wiil not consider it neceSs&fy, or advisable, to order the introduction of the
Road Cess Act into this District, at present.

4. I canalso cerify, from my own personal observations, and after travelling on slmost
every road in the District, that, at present, the local trafic on any of the roads is altagether in-

significant, and that it is only on the great or Imperial lines leading towards the Ghauts that traf-
Be at all exists, ’

5. Under these circumstances, I would deprecate the application of the Act to this District,
and to meet the repairs necessary for the maintenance of the Imperial lines, I would strongly
urge the adoption of one or two tolls on each of these lines. There can be no question but that
the valuable goods (cliefly coffee) passing along these lines, can amply afford to pay s sum quite
sufficient to pay for the maintenance of all the Imperial lines in the highest order, and were the

smount of these tolls so applicd, the expenditure from Imperisl funds would be very sensibly
reduced,

ExcrLosure No. I,

ESTMATE showing the probable amount of receipts under the Madras Road Cess Act, in the Dis-
trict of South Canara,

) Probable

. Total Assessment Deduct tem- amount of
District. number for porary remis- |Net Jummabbandy.| receipts at

of Wurgs. Fusly 1274, sions, balf-anna per

‘ Rupee.
1 2 B s 5 6

RS, A. P.| K8, A, p. R8. A. P! Rs. A P

South Canara,.| 37,114 | 13,68,10 8 11 [40,167 3 9| 13,27,993 & 2 [41,499 12 8

ManoaLore,

17:h May 1866,

(Signed) W.M.CADELL,

Collector.
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. No. 3,519,
ProcEEDINGS Op THE BoArDp oF REVENTE, datel 19th May 1866.

: Read the following letter from G. S. FORBES, Esq., Collector of Ganjam, to the Scerotary to

tho Board of Revenue, dated Chet:erpare, 2nd May 1803, No. 761 :—
1. Adrerting to the Board's Order, No. 2,660, dated 17th ultimo, fastructing Collectors

- bo prepare for the introduction of the Road Cess Act, I beg to submit that, thoagh there may be

little hope of secing this Act amended, I coaceive it to be my duty o point out to the Board kow

. very unjustly it bears upon the landholder,

2. The new Cess is to be levied upon the land rental within a maximam rate of ratier more
than thres per cent., and its object is to relieve the General Revenue of the cost of comyleting
and ma'nta‘ning the inland commanications of the country, fur though in tie Act, the roads on

. Which the procceds of the Cess are to be speut arp styled ¢ Distiive Nuads,” rot their pse and

importance are more truly described (~o wbuve; in tho Statement of Objects anl Reasons for the
Bill, and they are ofe~= aud indced generally of vital importance to the cosst and iuland trale, ond
to the salr ~venue. Hence the injustice of ehifiing the burden of constructing these roalds upon
che class which already contributes most to the General Revenue, leaving untouched the int:rests
aul classes which benefit most directly aad largely from them. ’

3. The theory of course is, that the landholler is more intcrested than other persons in the

statz of communications, because he depends on them to get his produce t> a market ; but the
Jact is, What the smaller class of traders, or middlemen, always purchase the crops on the spot on

behalf of larger merchants, and that these make theic own arrangements for transp.rt. It bas.

always been the obvious interest of the traders ¢, coatinue this system, which keeps donn the
first price, and leaves a larger margin to the mecchayt. Let, therefore, those pay for the Ditrict
branch roads who profit most by them, and not the Ryot.

4. The Buard are well aware that, with the exception of that small section of the native
mercantile community, which is occupied with Iome and Foreign trade, as distinjuished from
the port-to-pert trade of these ‘coasts, there exists a very large class of traders whose prufits are
drawn entircly from untaxed trade, and who pay no direct taxesin any other form ; probably, the
balance of wealth is largely on the side of this cluss, as compared with the agricultural, and they,
of all others, reap most signally the benefits afforded by good ruads, efficient police, a1d geueral
tranqulivy.  Yet, while they pay nothing for thess alvantages, the largest contributors to the
r-veaue are row called upon to pay for the roads on which the uataxed traflic of theic neizhbours
travels; roads which, perhaps, do not approach within wiles of their viliages. And thoug) even
the Income Tax left all the smaller landho'ders uatouched, a tax of three per cent. may now be
imposed on them, for objects which are ia reality of general interest and value.

5. The only roads to which the Ryot should now be called to contribute would be cillage
roads, such as would bring them into easicr cummunication with the so-called District roads, an
I submit that the Bill ought, justly speaking, to bo limited to this object. '

6. As regards the class to which I have referred asg properly liable to a tax in support of
Distiict roads, I think the means of reaching them are easy, First and most simply, by the License

“tax, which has every thing to commend ir, being casily and cheaply collected, familiar to the

people, and not difficult of imposition. Secundly, by the imposition of a one-anna export duty

on every bag, box, bale, parcel, or package carried from port to port (being under 200 lbs. weight) B
without referenco to contents or value. There is no fear of this {rifling amount checking trade,

and it would be collected by existing estsblishments. Probably a considerable sum would be
thus raiscd. I am aware that large sums have bzen raised in South Arcot, and elsewhere, for
District roads, and that it ruight be deeincd absurd and impolitie, cither to abandon the fu:d, or
limit its application to village roads; but the fact, that the Ryot is being mado to pay taxes which
should fall upon other classes, remains as a remarkable instance of uncqual legislation.

7. Ihave omiited tonotice, in its pcopcr.place, the cise of the Ryotsin Z:mindary estates, who,
under the terms of tho new Act, will suffer mare than the Govarnment Rysts. The rest in the
Ganjam. Zemindaries is, for the most part, fifcy per ceat. oa the gross produce ; the Ryots dividing
the crop with the renter ; the per centage will, therefore, be calculated on a heavier rental, and
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. will constituto a higher tax, though drawn from a less substantial class, than the Government

) Ryots. And, further, to illastrate the unfairness of the arrangemont, the Zemindar, whoso actual
rental was virtually taxed under the Incorse Tax in spite of the permanent setileent, is now '
relieved of a liability which there is the same lezl ground for imposing asintha cas: of the lucomo

" Tax, for it was notorious to the framers of that Act, and to all the world, that a Zemindar's
income was, in almost all caser, his land rental neither less nor more.

: 8. Itrost the Board may see grounds in what I bave stated to seek for a revision of the
, provisions of the Act. :

Py
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?‘ 1. | Submitted for the _c_on_sidcration of Government.
7.' _‘ 2. .The .Board.obsetve that they expresswl shair avinion on the points discussed by Mr.
1. " Forbes in their Aciing Secretary’s letter, dated 15th June 1865, No. 8,033, -
i" (A true Copy and Extract.) T R
3 (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, ™
i’f _ . Secretary,
’» “ To tho Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. i
;.{ Copy to tbe Collector of Ganjam. ¢
i
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3 | f ' Exd. J. Wright,
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From J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Byreddipalli, io Palmanair Taluk, 28th May 1866, No. 134

1. Adverting to the Proceedings of the Board, dated the 17th ultimo, No. 2,660, calling
upon me to submit my report regarding the iatroduction of the ¢ District Road Cess Act” into
this Collectorate, with an approximate estimate of the probable receipts under it, I bave the honor
to offer the fullowing remarks.

2. The Boatd are aware that a Road Cess at two per cent. on its total beriz has been levied
in thia District for the last eight years. The system under which this tax is levied is uniform
except in the Z:mindarics, Polliems, Jaghire of Arnee, Shrotriewmns and Inam lands, to which the
impost Las never been extended, unl in the vilages receatly transerred from the Souta Arcot
District, which still retain theic own furm of the tax, viz., a rate of one annaon each Kaui of
cultivated land. _

3. ‘This cess, the Board will recollect, was fixed at two per ccntum on the beriz by Mr.
Bourdillon, when the assessment of the District came under revision i 1857. It thus forms an
essential element in the revenue system of the District, and having sprung out of a measure of
general relicf, was accepted without murmur, and has since been easily and punctually real™ :d.

4. The Act does not, as I read it, mike it, compulsory to raise, or in any way slter this

existing rate. It merely fixes six Pies in the Rupeo of the annual rent value of land, ae the

maximum of which the present = s rate in this District is already two-thirds. :

5. Theannual income from tbe R~ad Cessat existing rates fluctuates, of course, with the
character of the pariicular season; .. 1t has never fallen below Rupces 32,000, and mizbt, proba-
bly, be eafely set down at an average of Rupees 35,000 per annum.

6. The operations of the impost have hitherto been confined to Ryotwary land, but now
under the new law, all Zemindaries, Polliems, Jaghire, Shrotriem, and Inam lind of all tenurcs
will come within the rateable area. I have not yet received accounts fiom any of the land.
holders; who will now, for the first time, become chargeable with the cess; but applying the
present rate of two per cent. to such data as [ bave, I anticipate an addition to the Fund of
Rupees 25,000, being an average of Rapees 60,000 per anoum. My computations are neces-
sarily rough, but they are, I have every reagon to think, within the mark.

7. With such a fund judiciously administered every local requirement could ba fully end
promptly provided for, and this withoat in any way disturbing the confidence and good-will of
the rate-paying masses, by any change or modification in the existing conditions of the tex.

8. Viewing the question from this point, and in connexion with the prospect of toll
dues, municipal rates, and an ever-growing tixation, I would strongly deprecate any change in
the present terms of the cessin this District, and would merely recommend that the rate should
be extended to these tracts, which bave hitherto not contributed, and that the South Arcot vil-
lages should be assimilated in systam to that of the District with waich, under the re-distribution
of boundaries, they have now booome. finally incorporated.

9. Having thus expressed my general views, I beg to await the Board’s instructions as to
whether they propose to recommend that the rate for the whole District shouli be raised to the
maximum prescribed in the Act, or whether the existing rate m1y be maintiined, aod merely
extended to those tracts which will bs brouzht into the cess paying area under the operations of
the new law,

Pxd. J. Wright.




From G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Secreiary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Culicut, 28th May 1866, No. 164.

1. Adverting to the Board's Proceedings of the 17th ultimo, No. 2,660, I Lave the honor
tosubmit a Siatement showing the probable receipts in this District of the Road Cess Act (III.
of 186G, Madras)is introduced on the wet, garden, and & dry lands of Malabar at the maximum rate
of six Pies in every Rupee of aooual rent value of such lands, calculated accordirg to the prosis

sions of the Act (Section 3).
2. The total amount will be about Rupees 55,130, as noted below : —

) Onl:;s:”ed Inams, Total.

" Wet  wor aer ar .. 38,364 1,057 39,421
Garden ceo  ser  eae 15,332 267 15,709
Total... 53,706 1,424 55,130

3. Idonot krow whether much farther remark is expected from me atthis s'age. The
cess is light; and, coneequently, though it incidence will not be regular in Malabar, it will pot
Le severely felt.  The necessity of raising funds for District communications js great, and as other
tuflicient means aro not provided, I'am qoite in favor of the introduction of the Act here.
I think it may well be applied to this District from the commencement of the ensaing Fu:ly,
I would sssess at ths maximum rate of six Pies in the Rupee, the assossment payable to Govern-
ment being tsken as the standard. The cessshould be collecred in two instalments, §. e, a moiety

with the November, and a moiety with the March instalments of Land Revenue.

4. I would rigorously localize (hp expenditure of the funds, spending the collections of each
Amshom in that Amshom, 2nd as a rule through the Amshom agency. In cases where funds for
a considerable work that would immediately bencfit several Amshons were required, and other

District funds were not available, the funds of the Amshomns concerned might be clubbed. And
generally, of course, supervisicn would be exercised 8o as to make the local works as far as possi-
blo (and without unduly intcrfering with local convemcnce) fit into the general district and im-.

perial system of communications,

5. With regard to Wynad I would certainly advocate the application of this Act to the

Taluk in its integrity, unless more suitable legal provision for raising funds for the cross-roads of

parts of that Taluk is made previously.

But the Act is quite insufficientto meet the peculiar requirements of the most important por-

tions of Wynad. , .

It should only have genersl eflcct until the planting portions of the Taluk are placed, or I
should perhaps ssy pluce themselves, under Aan ct that would provide for their peculiar and
pressing requirements. I have fully expressed my views as to such an Act in other communica-

tions, and regret nothing practical has yet been done, though the question has been under dis-

cussion for several years. The portions of the Taluk not aflected by what might be called the

Dlanters’ Act would remain under the Act now under notice, but when the Planters’ Act was

applied, the other would cease to operate on any lands assessed 1o the Planters' Act,



LExcrosore No. 1.

Starement showing the Estimate of the prodable receipts én the several Taluks of the Malabar D

trict under the District Road Cess Act.
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Collector.

(Signed) G. A. BALLARD,

CavicoT,
28th day 186G,
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No. 3,772.
PiaocRCDINoGe o« suE BOARD OF REVENUE, dated 1st June 1868,
R:ad the fallawiag lotter from C. N. POCIIN, Etq., Acting Collector of Trizainopay, to the
Sacretary to tho Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Vyganeliur, 15th May 1355, N» 95:=—

1. Ia reply to the Procoedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 2,660, of the 17th Apeil 1365,
I have the honor to report that tho Roal Cess Act may bz enforced in this District fzo.n tuo
commencement of the next Fasly, and that the probable racsipts under this heal would amount

to 49,000 Rupces a year. .
@, Ibasx to refer the Board to the correspondence noted in the me3ia, and to request their
: . sanction to carry to the Imperial Rzvenue the

Collector's letter, No. 13, dated 1st February 186S.

Board's Procecilings, 15th February 1865, No. 910 amount debited from tho General Rivenues,
. and credited to the Lincal Funds, under the name

ot Road Cess, as prescribed by the Board in their Proceedings above quoted.

[ . .
}‘. The Board are at a loss to understand the Acting Collector's rejuest ia paragraph’2. -

2. The efuct of his proposal would he that the Road Cess, levied on the Ryots it Trichino-

poly District, would be (24 3}) 5§, instead of 3} per cent. on the assesiment a3 elsewhere under
the Act, .

3. A Road Cess of two por cent, on the assessment is already levied in Trichinopoly, being
embodied in the rates.

4. Ifihe Actisbrought into operation there, 1} per coat. additioaal will have to be levied
#14 creditel to the Local Funds, as the two per cent. rate now is.

(A trae Copy and Extract.)

(Sigued) R A. DALYELL,
' Acting Secretary.

To the Acting Collector of Trichinopoly.-

Exd, J. Wright,
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From E. G. R, FANE, Esq., Collector of \ wiras, to the Acting Seéretary to the Board of
o ‘ Revenue, dated Cuttiwak, 9t June 186G, No. 1783. '
1. With reference to the Board’s Proceedings, dat-d the 17ih April last, No. 2,660, call-
ing for an approximate estimate of the probable receipts in cach District, from the conre:nplated
Road Ciss, I have the honor to stato that tho Lanl Reveyue of this District in Fusly 1274, ccn-
sists of the various items a9 per margin, aud

Raupees.
Permavently sottled... g 1,068,523 amounts to Rupees 16,15,669. If, therefore,
Jody on Ebrotriem snd Inam villages ... ... .., 71,269 . .
Rxo{'ar oo me e ae a see e .. 1281,999 the cess be at the maximur rate of 6 Pies per
Misceilaneous... ... ..o e e s a .. 1,986,878 Rupee, tho total cess would smount to Rupees

Total... 16,105,669  51,770.14.0.

2. This sum would be ample for the purposes it is intended to be applied to, and will
be a great boon to the District, where many good lincs of ol4 District roads are going rapidly
out of repair, for want of funds.

Exd. J. Wright,
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Froro the Honorable D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Salem, to the Actirg Sceretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated 9th June 1866, No. 9.

. With reforence to the Board’s Proceedings of the 17th April last, No. 2,660, I bave
the honor to stute that I see no objection to the introduction of the Road Cess Actiato the whole
Sslem Distiict. .

2. At present, the Road Cess islevied only on lands, the assessment of which bas been
reduced, sn1 it amouats to Rupees 23,329 per annum. The cess is lesied at 4 Dios in the Rupee,
and I would recommend the same rate under the new Act. The encloced estimate will sbow
that, at 4 Piesio the Rupee, the probable receipts from the whole District would amoagnt to 45,000

Rupees.

) Excrosurx No. 1.
Estimate of the probable receipts from Roud Cess.

Items. Total demand or | Amount at 6 Pies | Amount at 4 Pies

Beriz. per Lupee. per Rupee.
. : RS. . A. P, RS. te P RS. A. P
: Jari Mootah,| 4,27823 2 9 13,339 7 6 891215 8
Pcrganently scitled. {Poliaput 1 19939 910 3 1 6 415 6 6
Total...]| 4,47,762 12 7 13,002 9 0 0,328 6 2
Ryotwar ... oo cee ooo ...[16,28,133 8 3 50,879 2 6 33919 7 2
In‘ms,.. .o XYY see oo Xy XYY 1,07,362 2 4 3,335 l 0 2,236 ll ‘
Grand Total...[ 21,83,258 7 2 68,226 12 6 45484 8 8

. Sarey,
9th June 1866.

23d.J. Wright.

(sigued) D, ARBUTIINOTT,

13

Collector,
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No. 4,140,
ProcEEDINGS OF TOE BoARD oF ReveNUE, dated 16th June 18G6.

Read the following letter from T, A. N. CHASE, Esq, Acting Co'lector of the Kis‘na Disteice,
t the Secrctary to the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatsw, 2ad June 18 5, No. 175:—
1. Inreply to Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 2,650, daed 1ith Apriv ety
I have the Lonor trinform you that I cousider it woull be i npracticabl: to iatiwduce the Roal
Cess Act Liofure the st Jauuary 1SG7, becausz Siziion G provides for landhol 1.rs furnishing
lists of *heiv lands, &c., which according to Section 7 must Le sent ia aftec six months’ requisi-
- tion in the Di-.rict Gazctte or otberwise,
2. I s.pend a proximate estimate of the probable reccipts.
3 Ir gre so much delay has taken place in furnishing this report. hut it is owing to the
~ Act only hving been received into this Office on the 21st May, with the  Fort Saiat George Ga-
sette” of tue I8tk May. S

Estimate,
Roadd Cfss
Yearl ish- at gix Piss
Items. c::lrl {nPE?.b Demand for | in every
mindaries, | Fusly 1274. | Rupee of
- the annual
rent.
i - Rupees, . Rupees. Rupees
The supposed rent received by Zemin lars, or three| ° P srupee up
timen the Peishcusb... oo wor oo e | 291,385 8,74,155 27.317
Roytwar, Shrotricms, and Inam quit-rents... ... .., cerane 26,72,04% £5.502
Total..| ... 35,46,203 1,10,8!9_J
MASULIPATAM, ~ (Signed) T. A.N.CHASFE,
20d June 18G6. | Acting Collector.

1. The Board do notagree with the Acting Collector, The landholders aro ailowed siz
months to fle their lists, but this need not preveat the imposition of the cess at once. though
tha eolleciion of the cess may of course be deferred uulil the necessary informatisn is azailable.

9. The Acting Collector has fallen into an error in his esimate.  Tay cess wili Lo levied
on the rent value of Inams, Shrotriems, &:., snd not on tlhe qu:t-reut payable. '
(Trae Copies aad Extract.)
(Signed) R, A.DALYELL, .
' ' Acting Secrefary.

To the Collector of the Kistaa District,

23d. 7, Wright
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1808.
\a s, .
No. “
- PROCERDINGS OF THE BOARD o

- Dated 16th %.:a« 1866

4,140,

¥ REVENUSE,

Disagreeing with Acting Collector of Kistna _.

.

district as to impracticability of immediate in- -

* troduction of Road Cess Act, and directing levy
of the cess on rent value of Inams, Shrotriem8

&c. and not on quit-rent payable.

o



From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to tha Acting Secretary to the Board of
1 b 3 ry
Revenue, dated 25th June 1855, No. 240. : .
1. As dirccted in the Board's Proceedings, No. 2,660, dated 17th April 18G6, I harve the
hooor to report on the proposed Road Cess for this District,

2. Accurate returns of the rental of other than RRyotwary lands are not just now procur-
able, but attention will be paid to this point when introducing the settle:nent. )

3. For the purpose of forming an estimate, I have referred to a report on the Poliems (per-
manently scttled villages), dated 5th April 1803, and Gind that the Pesheudir (tribute) was estimat- .
ed at about 50 per cent. of the landlord’s rent. Tie Pcsheush is 3,083,047 Rupees, which shows -
the nominal rental to be 6,40,962 Rupees.

4. Itisnotso easy toarrive at the rentals of the Kuttuguttagai and Inam villages; bat
these arn estimated at 47,067 Rupeesand 35,390 Rupees respectively,

5. The rental of the Ryotwari villages entered here is an average of the collections of the
last five years or 23,33,490; these fisures are merely approximate and will probably all be altere
ed by settlement before the road cess is introduced.

6. Tinnct’elly i? greatly in need of roads, the penple are alrealy well to do, and their pros-
pect of benefitting still more by the settlement i3 almost immediate. I, therefore, propase the .
imposition of the maximum cess allowed by the Act, viz., six Pies in the Rapee, and this will .

yield about the following return :—

Road Cess
Rental, | at aix Pies
per Rupee.

In Ryotwary villages... ... o oo o ol .| 23,33,400 | 72,921
In Zemindary or permanently settled villages ... ... . . .. 6,40'962 2(.')’030
In Katiugu:tagai or lease-hold villages... ... ... ... .. .. .| 47.063 1471
Ia Inam or fiechold villages... ... ... . e sie eee eee o 83,590 1:“2

30,57,110 { .95534

Fxd. J. Wright. . ‘



W————— e

e e — -

From C. W.READE, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to the Acting Secretary to the Buoard
of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 4th July 1866, No 133 ;—

1. Inacknowledgment of the Board's Proceedings, dated 17th Ap:il last, No. 2,650, I have
the honor to submit an estimate of the probable receip:s derivable from the Road Cess s therein
called for, from which it will be observed that the excess over the present Road Fund will be
about Rupees 42,529, )

2. The Board are aware that the Road Fund is not shown in a separate item either in the
accounts, or tn the Ryots’ Puctahs, but that it has been included in the jadividual Chittah and
Putrals, and is deducted from the aggregate beriz and collection at the rate of one Anua per
Cawny in the Hooloos Taluks, and four Pies per Rupee in other parts of the Districr.

3. Thivincorporation of the proposed Road Cess with the Beriz and its subsequent d=duc-
tion, as shown above will, no doubt, be the best and most ready mode of keeping the accounts
aod collecting the cess,

4. The introduction of the proposed,new cess will not, I think, press, or be considered to -

press, hardly ou the Ryotsin general, as all will equally share in its contribution, and the portion
thus falling to each is comparatively trifling ; and, provided the funds are duly expended in the
formation ard opening up of new lines of communication between towns and villages in the Dis-
trict, and in keeping in repair all the oid District roads, the people are not likelroto ovject, or in
any way to oppose the imposition of the new tax.

" Excrosure No. 1.

StaTeMENT8howing the comparison betwren the probable amount o/ Road Cess leviable agree-
ably to Lill No.13 of 1865, and the actual amount of Road Fund levied in Fusly 1274, in
the District of South Arcot. ‘

Net Beriz after de.
ducting the remis-
sions allowed Actual amount of
owing tu the adver-{ Probable amount |Road Fund levied,| ...
sity of season, as fof Road Cess levia-| at the rate of one | Difference on com-
well ag the usual | ble, at the rate of [ Anna per Cawn_y, ‘nanson b':'twcm
Fusly. remissions on the | six Pies per Ru- | and fuur Pics per Columus § and 4.
: total assessment of] pee, agrecably to Rupee respectively,
Punjsh, Nunjah, : the E11 No. 13 | according tu the
and Garden lands,’ of 1885, Jummahbundy of
a3 well 18 Teervah.: Fusly 1274, :
I jJasty and Fasal. _ I
Jasty. nerease.
1 2 : 3 4 . Incresse. {Decrease.
Rs.
1270......... © 26,71,136
127 ... 31,58,119
1272......... 30,75,491
1273, 32,03,879
1274.......0. 31,32,170 - ’
1 Totwl...] 1,52,40,795
Average,.. 30,48,159 95,255 : 52,426 42,829 e

(Signed) C. W. READE,
Collector,

Exd. J. Wright

‘)
~—

=X
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- From J, W, B. DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to the Acting Se

Revenue, dated 24th July 1866, No. 222.

L. I have the honor to ackuowledge the reccipt of ths Board's Proceedings, dated 17th
‘April last, No, 2,G6), calling for a report ani an estimate of the probable receipts under tlLo

~Madras Road Cess Act,

eretary to the Board of

2 I groatly regret the delay there has been in the matter owing in part to a mistake in

my oics, in part to the difficulty the Sab-Collector hag experienced in making an

the Z.mindaries,

3. Taking the assessment to fepresent tho rent value in Ryotwar villages, and fixinz ths

value in Zemindary and Shrotriems roughly from the rents realized by the proprietsrs or the

quit-rent pnil by them to Government, the amount of road cess, at the maximum rate of
8ix Pies ju the Rupce, may be give’n at Rupees 75,446 for the whole Districe,

¢ ——

Excrosure No. 1.

Cess at six
Taluks, Revenue, Piesin the

‘ Rupes.

Principal Division. RS. RS, .

Gudura ... e | 25043 7,645
Rapuru .., .0 o o, ... .. vee 90,227 2.82) -
Nelloro ... oo (o v vee e L e 3,68,066 11,502
Atmakura LYt 2,05518 6,423
Kavali T 1,24,949 3,904
Udﬂyagi[i . e e “eo ooe von voe  eee 53'272 ]’665
o 1093068 | 3415

Southern Taluks of the,Venkatagiri Zemindary, 3,00,000 9,375
1 : Total.., .., 43,534

[ Sub-Division- _2'EF3T o8
ooe voe oo “se XY [ IY) YT ) »H A 32

ﬁ::;i?}iuni: Sov  eee  ese  ses. see  see o, 46,758 1,461
OD"O (3] ee Y 00 ) I vee see .ee 2,59,796 8,1‘9 )

o
. 5,25,185 16,412
Northern Taluks of the Venkatagiri Zenindary, 4,00,000 12,500 _
Other Zemindaries ... ... .. .. .. .., | . 3,000
Total... ..l ... 31,912
* N Sy Sr——
Grand Total... oo 75,446

(Signed) J. W, B. DYKES,

Exd J. Wright,

Collector,

4o ‘o
ol
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No. 6,665, e
Proczeprvas or rar Boirp or Revevyg, dated 18th Septe uber 1816,

Read the following letter from G, THORNHILL, Exq., Collector of the Kistaa Distict, ¢ the
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 28:h Avugust 1866, No. 295 :—

. With reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I have the bonor to inform

From Board, 17th April 1666, No, 3 660 you that I see no Objection to the introduction
h‘: g"- .162::’;0.~ » n ":‘75. of Road Cess Act No. III of 1866 from the
o 0, 0. ~ ” 140, N

commencement of Fusly 127G ; and 1o forward,
herewith, a revised estimate of the probable receipts, ‘

2. If it be iutended to introduce the Act g8 proposed, I would beg the Board to take
myasures to have the Notificatjon required by Section 1 of the Act, at once published.

Bevised Estimate,
’Y Iy Peis] ftoad Cess st
Learly Peish- G Pies in
Items. kush on geu;an;izf”sr every liupee
Zemiadaries, | Fusly 1275, of the annual
rent.'
. by Zemind h R8. Rs, RS,
The supposed rent received Yy Zemindars, or three
limo?fhe Peishkush er  eee ere een .. 2,91,389 8,174,168 27,318
Ryotwar, as well as the supposed rent-value of
Inaws aud Shrotriems... ... ... .. .. 37,73,010 1,17,907
[ . ~—
Total.., cranee - 46,47,178 1,15225
MasuvLipaTan, (Sigoed) @, THORNHILL,
28th Avgust 18G6. Collector.
“

Sabmitted to Government, in continaation of Board's letter of 5th September 1866, No. 8,303, ’
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTOY,
sm‘m Y.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

Copy to the Collector of the Kistna District,

Ezd. J. Wright,

— - w— .,
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