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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,,
) 9th October 18G6. "A.
s B ' No. 195.  Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
~ September 1866, No. 6,723. ' .
" Read the following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Sccretary to the

Board of Revenue, dated Shadikhan Choultry, 29th August 1866, No. 361 :—
There are now 245 heaps of salt in store at Manjankolam, one of the salt pans
ordered to be abolished. Under ordinary circumstances this salt is unsaleable,
though just at present owing to the stock at Arasady being exhausted, some small
sales are cffected at Manjankolam. Theten per cent. discount offered to purchasers
at the latter places is insufficient to induce wholesale dcalers to buy up the stock
When I was at Tuticorin a short time ago, a merchant offered to buy the

at once.
whole, if allowed credit, and a discount of twenty-five per cent. The present tender

{
!
o is to tako tho whole on payment as removed, in consideration of a discount of
o E twenty-fivo per cent. ; the purchaser paying the cost of establishment and watching
i

—— e .

from the date of acceptance of his tender : this, I think, is an advantageous offer;
and I beg to recommend that it bo accepted. I forward a copy of the Deputy
Collector’s letter and its enclosure. The Deputy Collector proposcs offering a
discount of twenty instead of twenty-five per cent., but I do not think it worth while
running the risk of losing a good offer by endeavouring to abate the terms.
From tho Deputy Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Trichendur, 27th
August 1866, No. 142. ’
1. I beg respectfully to inform you thatin their Proceedings, dated 7th April 1866;
No. 2,353, the Board of Revenue dirccted that ten per cent. discount be offered to wholesale
purchasers of salt at Manjankolam, with the view of getting rid of the immense quantity of s‘a]t
stored there as specdily as possible, to prevent further excessivo wastage, and they even expressed
their desire to increase the “discount to twenty-five per cent., should ten per cent. be found upon
experiment insufficient to attract wholesale merchants. The widest possible publicity was given to
the Board's offer of ten per cent., and though four months elapsed since the publication of the
notice, the sales at Manjankolam remained as small as ever. The distance of Manjankolam pans
from populous villages, the want of roads, and the long time the salt has been in stock from the
year 1861, and the great wastage resulting therefrom, are really impediments in the way of rapid
and large eales; and ten per cent. discount is not a sufficient inducement to overcome them.
. i Judging from the outturn of heaps now bein; sold there, the average wastage in each heap is
) : about 62 maunds, or 5 per cent., and calculating the sales at the present slow rate, no chance
S . : remains of the stock being exhausted earlier than eight years. It is true that since closing the
. S ' sales at Arasady for want of salt, the sales at Manjankolam are visibly increasing, but Arasady
T ) A cannot be kept closed long. In another month or six weeks, Arasady will come up to its large
dittum, and sales will begin then in justice to salt traders ; and Manjankolam as a natural conse-
oce will find its own level in sales. At this unfortunate station there are 245 heaps in stock,
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L : e L : “ 3 : L and of them 27 heaps aro of the year 1861, 101 of 1862, 87 of 18G3, and 30 of 1864. However
. - o : E S ) heavy the wastage may be in the salt of the first two years, I have no doubt but that the wastage

in the salt of the last two years would be comparatively small, by reason of its exposure to a fewer
number of years, and bearing thisin mind, I don't sce the necessity of offering twenty-five per cent.
discount, as the Board proposed in their Proceedings above quoted, acd that twenty per cent.
discount on all heaps would, in my humble opinion, be a fair remuneration to, and gladly accepted
by, wholesale, merchants. g

9. The accompanying i3 & Petition from one Ramasamy Pillai, a great merchant of Tuticorin,
and should the higher authorities consider that sufficient cause is shewn to dispose of the salt on
reasonable terms, I recommend that this office may be accepted with the proviso that twenty per

L.




:Proceedings of the M acras uovernment, Revenue Department, "-"
~ : ' 9th October 18G6. .

- -
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é nt a-'gcoun{ only b given, and not twenty-five as requested by him. e proposes to buy up the
v;hole <alt. and removo it in two years from the date of purchase, paying in the meantime the charges
of the Polico and the Salt Istablishment as at present retained. e offers to deposit tho sum of .

. v

- 5000 Rupée.s in cash HabM,to forfeiture in case he should fuil to fulfil the contract. The merchant

furtber reprcs‘énts that,*as the whole sum required for the purc‘:nase of the entire stoc.k‘ is very
heary, ho will pay the sum in insta‘.m(:nts, and remove fx:om or a.ze.l (:n the p'latfo.rm (which by t:hg
way does not sccm to e to Le objectionable, ‘fo'r, wace the salt is sold outrngl}t. and the st:m?n
abandoned, no harm can arisc by granting this indulzence) only such- quantity as the sum paid
by him will cover.. These are his terms, and t‘u'-y" do not scem to me to be extrav:{ganf, If yon
coacur with me, I respectfully request that you wiil be pleased to forwaril the application to the
Loard for their consideration and decision.

—————
..

LExcroscre No. 2.

B I .« -~ Apsthact.—Tamil Petition and its tranglation. ' :

1. Submitted to Government, with reference to Government Order, dated
o5th April 1866, No. 972, Revenue Department, and in continuation of Board's
Proceedings, dated 21st June 1866, No. 4,238, furnishing the information called

o

for in paragraph 2 of the Government Order.” - . .

2. In considcration of the unfavorable position of Munjunkolare, the bad

. quality of the salt, and the difficulty in disposingz of it, the Board recommend that

the present offer be accepted on condition that the hicaps are to be taken in order as

+ gtored ;~that the payment shall bo adjusted after cach removal by the purchaser of -
- 8 Ay "

Jp—

Cae N R IR ST TN e .
"would need to be carcfully directed to the prevention of any irregularitics, espe:

five heaps ; that he shall deposit Rupees 5,000 as he proposes, and pay the cost of

. . N A . . . .
" suards and establishment, which last might be reduced to a minimum of one or
©

rhaps two Gumastabs, and that the whole of the salt must be removed and the
b u?lt adjusted within two vears' time. The attention of the Deputy Collector.
accour 3 ) » ctor,

cially in regard to the order in which the heaps are taken.

No. 196. OrpEr THEREOY, Oth (‘)ctober_ 1.866, No. 2,718, |
‘ Separate Revenue, No, U-| _Defore passing final orders on this proposal, the -
Salt . " Government-resolve to direct the Board of Reveuno™ 7,

to ascertain aud report whether at the same, or a
gmaller sacrifice of revenue, it would not be possible to make roads to the Manjan-

" kolam pans,.and convey the salt to a locality where sales might be effected. It is

observed that discount at twenty-five per cent. on the price of 245 Leaps of salt

ancunts to nearly a lac of Rupees.
| ‘ ' (Tree Lixtract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIB'I,

. ~ N oY : :
Secretary to Governinent:

LN e ‘. — N . . N

To the Board of Revcnue.

Exd. S. T. Angustin.
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