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“into tho hands of the local Committee.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th Oclober 1866.

No. 193. Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated
Cuddalore, 20th September 1866, No. §0 :— :

1. I have the honor to report to Government that at the Meeting held on the
3rd August last, as intimated in my lctter to Government of the 24th July pre-
vious, and at which I presided, the sum of Rupees 6,304 was subscribed on the spot,

and subsequently further sums have been contributed, making a total of upwards of -

12,000 Rupees.
2. The prospects of the scason since the date of the Mecting have materially

altercd. Then everything looked unpromising, now all 13 hopeful, aud at the
resent moment there is every possibility of a very favorable harvest in dry grains

" of all kinds, although it is impossible to judge what the rcal outturn of the year

may be until we have had the north-cast monsoon now closo at hand ; and thus, it
will not be until February that any correct estimate will be practicable as to the
results generally of the scason. It is this intervening period against which we have
to provide, and during which, in my belief, the poor and nccessitous in many places
will have to be fed ; and it is impossible, thercfore, with any accuracy to calculate
what money may be wanted to meet the requircments; still the liberality of Govern-
r Order, under date the 25th J uly last, sanctioning the employment of
of labor on public works, has necessarily removed the heavy and
anxious burden which otherwise would have sorely pressed on the public at this time ;
and the great mass of the ncedy and distressed population having thus been provided
for, the demands on private charity and liberality are comparatively restricted,
and judging from my own observations, and from the information before me, I am
of opinion that the money we have raised here, aided by the Government grant of
an equivalent, will be ample to meet all local necessities so far as relates to the

ment, in thei
any amount

gratuitous distribution of food.

3. The Government will be aware from my letter of 24th July, and from the
tenor of the notice, copy of which I then enclosed, that our Meeting was specially
ealled for local objects, and in my address and appeal to the people assembled, I
more immediately to the wants of my own District, both imme-
diate and prospective, a3 I then believed them, and the great majority of those who
were moved to subscribe gave their money on the nunderstanding that it was exclu-
sively to be devoted to local relief; and in fact I have since learnt that many only
did, on the faith that the funds collected would not be diverted to any
some parts of the District a guarantce was asked for before
contributions wero wade. It is thus the wish of nearly every individual subseriber
that tho entire amount be applied solcly to home charity ; and I desire to ascer-
tain from Government whether they are prepared to supplement our local contri-
butions with a grant of an equivalent sum from the District Treasury, to be paid

LN

confined my remarks

gave what they
other purpose, and in

4. Up to the prescut date not more than one-third of the total amount sub-
scribed has been realized, as it was agreed at the Meceting that the greater part of the
subscriptions should be paid monthly, the arrangement being one that made it
easicr for many, while it was calculated to induce larger contributions than other-
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e - e - ~- ' t to the Relief Com- B R
i R " : - : is not included in the payments made alrcady by Governmen Should
wise could have been expected ; and I now solicit of Government that the amount,

se.
; mittee. an additional grant will of course be made to them for t}l.e FcunrtpoGovcrnment

“as realized, may be supplemented by the Government grant, a report of the collec- { oro ’than 12.000 Rupees be raised in South Arcot, the equiva
1 . tions being duly made on the 1st of every month. . ‘, : m !
|

5. The wording of the Government Order certainly seems adverse to direct

payments to Local Committees, and the Famine Relicf Fund at Madras appears to (True Extract.)

v 7V POF RV .
.
~

. . be constituted the only medium of such grants, but I presume this rule is not ; | (Signed) J. D. SIM, - ’
* intended to be absolute, and that under the circumstances now stated, Government ‘ : Secretary to Government. . .
) will not withhold their liberality merely by reason of the District contributions '

being retained ex?lusivcly‘ for local purposes, and because they are not thrown into .’,
the General Presidency Fund. I do not gather from the Government Order that : R .
such restrictive condition is imperative in order to secure the Government grant ' - ) '}

. ’
and I trust that the local efforts which have been so liberally put forth in South

Arcot will mect with the generous support of Government, and that the grant else-
where accorded will not be withheld unless our local sub

the General Famine Fund.

scriptions are remitted to

6. It is possible that our local collections may suffice to tide over the

. i
distress, and should it so prove as each month progresses, the Government grant
can cease with the ccssation of our need, o2 Iam BuiiTain

: E——

: ¢ taat with this cundi-
tion, Government will be pleased to authorize payment from time to timo of the |

equivalent of the paid up contributions, to be discontinued, as just stated, the moment [

‘ { ' vur hiveussitics ceasc. ' )
1

i

7. Thave already received 3,000 Rupees from tho Famine Relicf Fund, and f South Arcot.
this money was most opportune, but with the views and wishies entertainod b;v the . To tbe co\legt:; lolevenue.
- majority of the contributors in the District, who desire to bo indepcndent of the - e x:cf Committeo.
" Presidency Fund, this sum must now be returned, and it is proposed that we | " ::: Accountant General.
{ - depend solely on our local efforts, supplemented, as it is hoped that they will be "’
by tho prowised Government grant, and I anxiously await an answer to {his lettel"
w ' for communication to the subscribers generally, as well as to the Relief Committee
so that every one interested may be able to judge exactl ’

¥ of our position with
reference to future demands, and to our means adequately to meet thg:l. A
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No. 194. ORDER THEREON, 9th October 1866, No. °TI7. " - .
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Miscellaneous. ‘ he intention of Government was to constitute

the Famine Relief Committes the mediam through which
their contributions should be dispenscd. o
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2. The Government regret that thuse who have subseribed for the relief of | | ’

3
ut of their -

distress in South Arcot, object to this arrangemerit, and wish the cquivale ! _. | .
subscriptions to bo giycn to them‘ cxclggiycly_ for expenditure in that District. tl, e - : ) o
- - ~ficcessitics of which Lappily are not so great as those of other Provinces, As ;;0'“"-~ . 21

ever, it appears that the subscribers were led to believe that Government wou,ld add "
a sum equivalent to their subscriptions for exclusively local purposes, the Govern-

ment will not disappoint their expectations. The Relief Committeq will, therefore / g
be requested to remit to the Collector sugh suws, not exceeding Rupees 12,000 a;
he may claim under this Order.  If the equivalent of the South Arcot subsc;ipti:)ns

] Exd. 8. T. Aogustia.
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