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" modification of the quit-rent on equ

best deal with the existing tree toll.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
6tk October 18G6-

Read the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Revenuc Department, Fort Saint George, dated
Calicut, 19th September 1866, No. 125 :— ‘ ‘

No. 128.

1. Adverting to Government Order, dated 1st August 1866, No. 1,913, I
venture to submit tho following remarks for the consideration of Government
before taking further action in the matter. ,

2. There are some 965 cases of Garden Indms in Malabar. My proposition,
concurred in by the Officiating Indm Commissioner, was to grant these on the quit-
rents at present payable according to the In4m Rules, and ruling method of assess-
ment in Malabar, and the necessary calculations have been made, so that the whole
niatter can be disposed of at once. '

3. Only, as the principle of treo tax is not in accordance with the generally
entertained opinions as now held, and, as remarked by Government, if a revision i
made, the system of a treo toll will be abandoned, and an assessment fixed on the

land, I thought it best to make the present arrangement temporary, 8o far that it

tbould only hold till a gencral revision of the garden asscssments be made.

There is nothing indefinite in principle in this arrangement.

It is, on the contrary, very clear and simple, and I can confidently state, is

intclligible and generally agrecable to the people concerned. .

" 4. Dut it is most undesirable, in my opinion, to fix permanently in rcference
té Infimdars, what we allow to be faulty and requiring revision as soon as it can be
made with reference to the asscssed garden cultivators gencrally —to scttlo in fact
a portion, on principles which we concede are not appropriaté to the whole.
rent on the Garden Inims will require, first, a
hich tho assessment is to be transferred
to be converted into

5. To fix pcrmancntly the quit-
clear understanding of the principles on w
from the trees to the land, on which the existing tree toll 1s

an equitable land tax, :

"This cannot bo done without consideration, and will involve very considerable
delay. Indecd, it indcfinitely postpones the In4m Scttlement. It will invol\'"e,
moreover, to scttlo properly, & furtber amount of work quite incommensurate with

the object.

. On the otber hand, if my propositio : a of a clau:
the In&m Decd, a breach of uniformity which, I submit, the case sufficiently Just}ﬁes,
settles the question at once O intelligible principles, and will only require a

ally clear and intelligible principles when the

n is adopted, the addition of a clause in

garden assessments are revised. N . .
7. Itisprobable, 1 think almost certain, that the revision of garden assessment,
when undertaken, will lead to the nbquonment of the trec toll,.tmd tl.u.a asscssment
of the Jand, Surely that will be the most patuml and appropriate tlmo. to fix the
asscssment on the land on the Maniems. Till then, I respectfully submit, we can

8, Copy of this is sent to the Tnidm Commissioner,
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. To the Board of Revenue.
»» the Collector of Malabar,

---‘“"‘"‘w/‘ .

~7Exd,’S. T. Augusiia,

.o
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Proceedmga of the Aladra: Government, Revenue I)epcrtmul. -
- 8th October 1866. v

. I qrwmdcd to the Board of Ilevenuo for ropmt ‘

after consultmo the Indm Commxbsxomr.
(True Extract. )

(Signed) J. D. 81,
Secretary to Government.
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