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' ' Proceedings of the Madras Gorcrnment, Revenue Depariment,
* 5th October 1£66.

‘ No. 114, Ycad the following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary
P ' of State for India, (Financial,) to Ilis Excellency the Right Ilonorable
' the Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London,

23rd August 1866, No. 69 :— o
1. I lhave to acquaint you that a work on the Textile Manufactures of India,
which has been for some time in preparation under the supervision of Dr. J.
Forbes Watson, Reporter on the Products of India, is now completed, and that one
copy of the samo will shortly be transmitted to your Government, vid the Orerland
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‘ 9. The work consists of eightecn volumes, containing seven hundred work-
ing samples of cotton, silk, and woollen textiles of Native manufacture. /

'! -3 I have to request that you will mako such arrangements, with reference
to this volume, as may seem best calculated to promote the objects sct forth in the
_ accompanying Memorandum and in the introduction to the work by Dr. Watson
: . on the subjcct, copies® of which are
l v : ¢ Three. .
. _ - herewith forwarded.

No. 115. Orper THEREON, Sth October 1866, No. 2,678.

The requisition in paragraph 3 will be attended to,
on receipt of the work in question. Meanwhile, this
Despatch, with its enclosures, will be communicated to

: the Board of Revenue, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Trade Association, and
P will also be placed on the Editor’s table. :

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secrctary to Government.

l Misceilaneous, l

T Y e 0

———"

To the Board of Revenue.

,, the Chiamber of Cormmerce.
,, the Trade Association.

., tLe Editor's Table.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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Memorandum on the Distribution in Britain and India of the
Collections of Specimens of the Textile Manufactures of India.

1. The collections in quecstion consist of twenty scts of cighteen volumes. FEach
sct contains seven hundred working samples of cotton, silk, and woollen textiles of
_native manufacture, obtained from various places in India. The corresponding specimens
"in the diffcrent sets bear the same number, and all are accompanied by details respecting
the length, breadth, and weight, &c., of the pieces of which they originally formed

a part.

2. This collection of samples affords a guide to a large class of manufactures suited to
the Indian market which has as yet reccived but little attention in this country ; and it
illustrates the principles which must be obscrved in the attempt to introduce designs
which will pleasc the tastes of & people whose appreciation of art, as applicd to textile

decuativu, 1o uf @ Ligh order.

3. With rcference to the disposal of the work, the following remarks are submitted :—

The original intention was that the wholc of the twenty sets should be distributed in
this country. Further consideration, however, points to the expediency of placing a
certain number of them in India: Ist, because this course will facilitate those trade
operations between the two countries which it is the object of the work to promote and
encourage; and 2ndly, because it 13 possiblc that the collection may be of dircct use
to the Indian manufacturer. Whatever opinions may be entertained regarding the
expediency of fostcring the mill-system in India, there can be no doubt as to the righe
which the Indian manufacturer has to participate in a measure like the present, so that
he may at least be placed on an equal footing with the manufacturers of thijs
country.

4. It scems to be clear]y'for the advantage of India that every facility should
be given to the introduction, from this country, of such manufactures as can pe
supplicd to the people there more cheaply than by hand labour on the spot.
The many will thus be bencfited, and the hardship which may possibly fall upon the
Jew will not be serious or long felt, since their labour will soon be diverted into new

and, in all probability, more profitable channcls.
(3428.) a
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5. The chief advantage, however, which is likely to attend the distribution in India
of a certain number of the sets of textile specimens will, it is believed, arise from
the opportunity which will thereby be afforded to the agent in India of directing the
attcotion of his correspondent here to the articles suited to the requircments of his
constituents. It will facilitate the giving of orders in 8 manner which will copstitute
a safer trade operation than if the manufacturer were of his own accord to imitate
certain examples, and then send the goods to India on speculation. Tor instance,
the agent in India may call his Home Correspondent’s attention to a certain number in

a certain volume, and ask him to seod out something as like it as possible, or with
such alterations as he may sce fit to suggest.

of goods produced elsewhere ;
for makiog purchases,

8. It is, therefore, recommended that of the

. . twenty gets of vol e thi :
in this country and that seven be sent to India, umes. thirteen remain

10. The proposed distribution, as will be observed from the fo]lowing ]

scine important places unsupplied. These are, however, in almost every instance situated
near to one or other of the sclected localit; ‘

should sceure free access to the work to g
tage here alluded to will pot prove serious.

11. The places referred to are Belfast; Bradforge . Dublj i

: _ ; i Dublin; Edigbyrepe . Glasgow;
Halifax®; Huddersficld® ; Liverpool; Macclcsﬁc]d'; Manchcstcr-’ Preston® g and’ Salt:):i""
making, with the tained | i ’ > ' .
in a“.o oze retained in thig Department, for Permanent reference, thirtcen

—_—
i

* Tho places marked wi s ; -
puces marked with an a« for presentatiog © which sanction bas alrendy beed

obtained through the application of

erisk are those
Leir authoritjes,
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12. In India I have to recommend that a sct be placed in each of the following places,

viz.: Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Kurrachee, the North-western Provinces, the Punjab,
and lastly in Berar.

13. With respect to the three last-named divisions cither Allahabad, Mirzapore, or
Agra in the North-western Provinces, Unmiritsur or Lahore in the Punjab,
wutte or Nagpore in Berar, will probably be found the most suitable,
left to the respective Governments of the divisions in question to deci
locality.

and Qomra-
but it may be
de on the exact

14. Regarding the conditfons on which the gift should be presented,—the first should
. o le) .
be that due provision be made for its permanent protection, and that freedom of access
be afforded to all properly recommended and practically interested persons.

15. The scts should be assigned in trust to the chicf cc?mmcrcia.l a'uth.oritic‘s in the
sclected places, for the: use not only of those connected with thc.z dlst.nct in w'hlch‘ th?y
are deposited, but of non-residents also, who can show a practical m'tcrcs;t in Textile
manufactures. The proposed plan of scnding scven (?f the s.cts to India, dlm.mxshcs the
number of commercial centres in this country which will receive a copy, anq 1t therefore
becomes the more nccessary that those which do get one should b.c rc.qulrcd to mszc
it easy of access to agents, merchants, and manufucturers who reside n those which
do not. '

16. This should apply also to the forcign manufacturer or agent who may wish to
fonenlt ths snllootion.  TLe futuwste of Iudia requlre that nothing should be done

to prevent her from receiving the benefits which may arise from competition between
different sources of supply, or to interfere with the extension to other countrics of the
knowledge of the manufactures and products she is prepared to scll.

17. It is admitted to be for the mutual advantage of: India and of thijs kingdom
that the most intimate commercial relations should cxist between ¢hem.
will condice to this more certainly than a full and correct .k.noxylcd.gc
India can produce and what her people want. The means of acquiring this knowledge
these volumes furnish, so far at least as Textile Manufactures are concerned. The twenty
scts may be regarded as twenty Industrial or Tru(%e Museums, p]zfccd here anc? there in the
two countrics, and it is but a rcasonable cxpectation that they wx!l bc.cxtcnswely studied
and consulted by the manufacturers of both. '.I‘Pe result of this wl.” assuredly be ap
increased interchange of commodities. The British manufacturer will learn wkat goods
are likely to prove saleable in India, and what he can produce more ch‘CﬂP].)' than the
native can; while the British merchant may find among some of .thc.dchcatc fabrics of
India, or of those which are elaborately decorated, z}rtlcles which it will be profitable to
import, because they can be made more cheaply in the Fast. In addition to this, in
consequence of each sct being as much as possible an exact counterpart of all the others,
these Museums will facilitate trade operations in the way already described, and will*
cnable merchants to give, and manufacturers to execute, orders more
fmore accurately than they otherwise could.

N othing
of what

readily and
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18. In conclusion, I have now to suggest that the authorities in the selected

districts should, previously to the actual presentation of the work, undertake as
follows :—

Ist. To provide for the permancnt
the charge of a proper and r
building.

2nd. To afford the requisite facilities for consulting the work

to the condition that under no circumstances “shall a
be removed for purposes of exhibition or reference.

3rd. That access to the work be given to any person bearing an order to
‘ that effect signed by the President, Vice-President, or Secretary of the
Society of Arts; the Presidents, Vice-Presidents, or Sccrctaries .of the
Chambers of Commerce ; the Chairman or Sccretary of the Association of
Chambers of Commerce ; the President, Vice-President,or Secretary of the
Cotton Supply Association; the Chairman,_Vice-Chairman, or Sccretary
of the Cotton Brokers Association; the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or
Secretary of the Liverpool East India and China Association; by the
Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Chairmen, Vice-Chairmcen, or Secretaries of
such other Associations for the promotion of Commerce as now cxist, or
may hereafter be formed ; and by the Reporter on the Products of India.

protection of the work by placing it in
csponsible person, or persons, in a suitable

; subject, however,
ny of the volumes

(Signed) J. FORBES WATSON,

Reporter on the Products of India to the
Sccretary of Stawe fur Iudfa in Council.

Inpia Musevns, July 1866.

P.S. In order to _aid the manufacturer and merchant in studying the collcctiogbg
work has also been prepared which analyzes and classifies the whole 0f. the 'i‘ h
specimens according to function, material, quality, and style of orpamgntation. ¢
e i, 4k f e e g

s whic N .

e ent ration PEopic of India The Introduction to

it also enters into the conside of the var
. I3 * nous \ N L . . [ [
series of collections will proye beneficial VS I which it is belicved tb

t i . . .
appended to this memorandum.—y, F ° India anq ¢, Britain, It js therefore

- e amna.

P T
B

—memafi)

TEXTILE MANUFACTURES AND COSTUMES

OF THE

PEOPLE OF INDIA.

.-INTRODUCTION,

Seecrvexs of all the important Textile Manufactures of India existing in t.he
stores of the India Muscum have been collected in eighteen large volumes, of which
twenty sets have been prepared, cach sct being, as nearly as possible, an exact co.untcr-
Part of all the others. The eightcen volumes, forming ono set, contafg 700 specimens,
il]ustmting, in a complete and convenient manner, this l?mnch of In.dnan ;\.Ianufa.ctures.
The twenty scts are to be distributed in Great Britain and India—thirteen in the
former and scven in the latter—so that there will be twenty places, cach provided
With a collection exactly like all the others, and so arranged as to admit of the

Interchange of references when desired.

Each sami)lc has been prepared in such a way as to indicate the character of the
whole Picce from which it was cut, and thus enable tho manufacturer to reproduce
the article if he wishes to do so. In other words, the eightcen volumes contain

h .
700 working samples or specimens.

The twenty sets of volumes may thus be regarded a8 Twenty Industrial .
J[uscum_s', illust.mting the Textile Manufactures of India, and promoting trade
©Perations between the East and West, in so far as these are concerned.

(31983 W 2
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has been jng; ificant when we ashion 13 8 poin - cliango i the material o, '
l;c‘frlne sli:diness of Indian taste m(]l f@ ‘s not that constant dc,,m,fur nownfﬂoumcg, o and syl
ia there * , ‘hich aro s
e o i o o 20 Indlbal ‘iu Europe. Some P“““‘:’ t“lllny now are. It is not, however, to Le
. . ticeable ‘h what the . .
of their eostume which is so po 3 ‘wero ages ngo very much been. oeensiomaly trmp o o e
“enturics, and certain articles of drC«\: f ornamentation have not c' oy nralucel by i
' | s © " 19 6l re . S
understood from this that new .‘)'t tLis note is intcnded t:) comey. { out thut this s o e e o
gy churer i rocent timcs “Elm'po and it is not necesydry to poin
ia than in Europe,
ity of fushion in India than in
% the operations of trade.



4 TEXTILE MANTUFACTURES OF INDIA,

It is shown that a very large proportion of the clothing of the people of
India, whether Ilindu or Mahomedan, consists of articles which are untouched by
needle or scissors. These articles leave the loom in a state ready to be worn, and
have their analogues in our Shawls, Plaids, and Scarfs. The principal of these
are the Turbans, Loongees, and Dhotees worn by men, and the Sarecs worn by

womell.

The Dhotee is nothing but a scarf folded round the loins and brought up
Letween the legs, and this constitutes the whole clothing of a large number of
the lower and poorer classes. The Loongee, again, is a similar but larger scarf
or plaid, worn over the shoulders and upper part of the body. The Turban is 2
longer and narrower scarf, which is folded round the head to form a head-dress.

The Sarce, or woman’s plaid, is used to cover both the body and the head.

Loongees, Dhotees, Sarces, and Turbans have each different functions. and the
» <

quality of the fabric must fulfil these; they have appropriate lengths and breadths,
and these must be considered ; they have suitable modes or st

, yles of ornamen-
tation, and these too must be kept in view. "

In order to enable the manufacturer to do this casil
specimens have in the present work been arranged in
been considered separately, and then Loongces,
have been again subdivided

¥ and successfully, tho 700
groups—thus Turbans have

and so on. "These large groups

» and the basis of thig subdivision }

of the body of the garment, the

1as been the quality
aterial of which it ig made, the mode of

oongees made of - ' .
de of silk ] gees made of -cotton arc not associated with those
made of suk; nor are those in whie

; ' ose 1 which gold thre

ornamentation, &e.  Thus I

ad is used for their decoration
otton or silk is so cmployed.

This work, therefore, may be regarded aq
the eighteen volumes, and g classiﬁcati;)n.(,f th
material, and decoration.

conjoined with those in which coloured ¢

an analysis of the contents of

cm according to function, qua]it}',

Many important facts
for instance, as that Ly fa

India is made of cotton ;

stand saliently out as the result of this analysis; such,

r the larger proportidn of the c]othing of the pcoplo of

that there are certai
. ertain eolours i
are favorites; that gold is largely use " or tone

fabrics—cotton as well asg silk—

is always had to the special p

s of colour which
d in the ornamentation of all sorts of
and . .

that in the decoration of cvery garment regard

urpose which that garment is intended to fulfil.

D

- 8rve the samo purposes-

INTRODTUCTION, b

Indeed, the modes of ormamentation are so peculiar and so characteristic,
that it will often be found that nothing Leyond a difference 1n .tlns respcc:t
Separates ono group from another. Too much attention cannot be given to this
Point, A piecc of cloth may be offered for sale whose length and Lreadth and
quality may fit it admirably for a Turban or a Loongee, yct it may prove utterly
unsaleablo Lecause jts decoration is unsuitable and injures its uscfulness ; or because
it is not in good taste from the Indian's point of view; or, farther, because
its colours are mot fast and will not admit o

Which his clothing is subjected.

f the constant and rough washing to

It must not Lo thought that the Taste of India takes delight in what 15
O .

&udy and glaring.

No ono will study the contents of these volumes and come to that con-

clusion, On tho contrary, there will bo found therc good cv‘dlf.m:i-t::::??:::
tasto ip decoration is, in tho highest degree, .rcﬁncd. Such. colemb.x :Za}/ul. -
and coloyr as many of thesc speeimens Cxllil.)lt everyone will ca' .}fi(ch ne‘.;r ‘fu“
this beaut)' has ono constant featurc—3 quletness.and h:'lrmon)f“ L tation
to fascinato, This also can be said of it—-there is no waste of orn: ation,
Whick & present where it ebould Lo, and shsent : he wearer are rarcly
Portions which arc concealed hen the garment N -On t]ef ) ‘amcnt w]xi(-in
dccomted; nor is thero any of that lavish cxl»cndxtur(; 0.\ (.)m fience. to
% often purchases show at tho expense of confort -d-t lbrnl::nts is nearl
this principle that tho Jecoration of those loom-ma]c bg:ld ‘ ccordin(; tz
always confined to ono or both ends, of to one or both borders, a g

Circumstances.

whero it -should not be. . The

nce of this class of Indian garments has been
a )

We trust that he impor Wo rcfer to those garments which leave the

lnal Qo as clear as it should be.
ready for wear—the Turbans, Loon

certain resemblance to our Shawls, Plaid

The photograp .
wearing them. It capnct o too often

rtion of the whole clothing of the people ;

gees Dhotees, and Sarecs, which bear a
*%y
s, and Scarfs, though they by no mecans

hs interspersed throughout the work

i"“Stmto fully the various modes of
Tepeated that they constitute a large po
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and it is clear that the nation - which desires

o to supply that clothing can only
- .be successful in doing so by offering

garments of this character for sale.

But while they constitute a 'largc portion they by no means constitute the
whole. Inall times—past and present—

out of Picce-goods by the aid of scissors
increasingly been following them in this r
arc worn by men, and Bodices,

These are not made as they are

Ma.homedqn's have worn vestments made
and needles, and Hindus have long and
espect.  Jackets and Coats and Trousers
Trousers, and Skirts or petticoats, by women.

with us in Europe, but, nevertheless, ‘they may
appropriately enough go by theso names, ‘

Many of the photographs ' - the various styles of these

which they are made.

Like the loom-made garments,

aniong them appear the beautiful mug]
that we have dwelt at considerable len

these also consist chiefly of cotton, and
ins of Dacca, They are so exquisitely fine

gth on the modo of their manufacture, and on
ness as rajseq betwe

urope. A care
which has yet been brought to b

the question of comparative fine en them and the most delicate

‘muslins hitherto produced in E ful consideration of all the evidence

that the weavers of Dacen can and (o produce

a fabric which, for fineness, as
qualities,

has nowhere leen equalled. While on

N occasion tg speak of the
Sizing used by the native weaver,

! This'is a poing of great practical importance,
as 1t has Deen thought, and probably correctly so, that the Size often used by

se of that mildewing which is so destructive
to the cotton goods sent from this country to Indijq

well as for all other good

is subject weo have take
this subj ke character and extent of

the DBritish manufacturer is the cau

Among the picce-goods also oCcur a number of spceimens ‘of the. loom-made
- Brocades and of the Hand-Embroider;

¢ of Tadia. There may be Iittle hopo of
e cheaper thap India herself can ; but, as a
may prove usefy] to the Ilome manufacturer.®

Europe cver being able to make thes

mere lesson in taste, the study of them

quire an extended knowledge of the var; squis
varic b
ductions will have to consult the eollection at the India M oo o e e o it of

useum gg ) f the
Reperter on the I'roducts of India. fow attached to tho Department o

dr on -ty question leads Clearly (v tho cunclusion,

rea .

g e

ce— -

'~Tealizeq now that these collection

ool together, are those which he h

Le would be able to scll largely,
) o
View gl requircments and tastcs of the pcop

. . . co”ccnlCd
N which the intcrests of India are

. in A

Feecive, We pay for these part])' A .

. ur

l’u)’s from us what will repay our fl

L] . l
that o haye always to send out

7
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- : ' - always
This leads us to remark that thero aro certain fabrics “"hnch W(lllltpr;))ta:l) ;lcn zn
be best and most. cheaply manufactured by hand. It s fOulnd :o their utmost.
this country, where tho powers of machinery have b.OCI:l p.;S]le that he will ever
The Band-loom weaver still exists amongst us, n‘or ® lt_-hl C:Y bo ablle to drive
70350 to do so. Less likely still is it that machinery ‘.‘l}il e:lz'omtcd fabrics of
hm from the ficld in India The very fino and the richly e of human
that country will probably always require the delicato manipuk

fingerg for their production.

. : untry which

In such manufactures the forcmost placo o ;;:jk:itzgllqihizc cory;lbined.

Ty cheaply eupply labovr irll)tcll)]]igc:hcac; Ei]'::ld will‘cver be alle to compete

This beipo it is not probable > : fabrics of this sort.

SuCCCszu];:y t:(i’tlfafl?c native manufacturcr in the PrOd;Ct::tijg l;;l;ms wﬂl'continuc

The Icverse, indeed, is in every scnso probable, and t Cfor ~hich they aro alrcady

to yielq tho' Embroi'dcrics, the Shawls, and .thc C{lrpcts,ustomcr o\ Intin. 20d it i

50 famoysg, They will continuc to do this fox.' thcdlclctions 5 Letter known' and

quito Possible, when the beauty of somo of thCll; Pr:rs in the far West as well.
“PPreciated, that they will find profitablo custom

. to rcst On,
uch . : t somcthing
3 hopo is not withou s have been made.

and it may be the sooner

to ¢y il of India, but to the hundreds of millions in the
© upper ten millions \

) e i o
lowep grades. The plainer and chcillllc Lest chance of sclling, and those which
as

facture he would keep well in

r stuffs of cotton, or of cotton and

1 1 .t ll]llllll

pecial consideration of the manner

: : the more £
This naturally brings uS to in the matter.

o country whosc Raw Products we largely
We know India now-a-days as nd and partly in money; but India never
hases from her, and the consequence is
¢ large difference in bullion, which never

s if it had been dropped into the ocean.

. ; ca
®omes hack to us, disappcarng ther b

(3423



8 TEXTILE MANUFACTCRES OF INDIA.

We buy her Cotton, Indigo, Coffee, and Spices ;

and we scll her what we can in the
shape of Textile and other Manufactures,

It must not be forgotten, however, th}?t
i iles ras she who
there was a time when India supplied us largely with Textiles. It w

¢

.. . Calicut
sent us tho famous Longeloths, and the very term Calico is derived from

o .Dg
her osition as an CXpOI'tl
where they were made, She may never resume 1 positi

i " mill-system
manufacturer of goods of this sort,—though what tho extension of the mill-sy
in India may eventually lead to

most unwillingly see its develo
is clear, hmvcvcr,‘that it
be supplied with their ¢l
whom it may,

pment fettered by restrictions of any sort. .Thtls
will be a benefit to the masses of tho peoplo f)f Indmbo
othing at the cheapest possible rate—let this be don(‘: CZ
If Great Britain can give Loongees, Dhotees, Sarces, am.l Cﬂ-?;lcobe
to India which cost lesg than those made by her own weavers, both countncs.l\lvvl -
benefited. In g great productive country like India it is cortain that slze. T\'l 81': a;
for if supplics from Britain sct labour free there, it will only bo to divert

. ise 1f
and perhaps more profitable channcls. It might be otherw:
India were not g country

developed ; but ag it is, h
of a vast exp

once into other

i ' : o1
‘whose strength in raw products is great and far fr

' : whole
ansion and to be sufficient to occupy the cnergics of her
vcople. '

The machinery ang skill of

by supplying her with material for clothin

. ons must ccrtainl
what it is that the natives require.
can be produced at

Y lead by showing the home manufactul:cr
But they may also show that certain fabrics
an in Europe, and make India loth buy
which she would offe
Iimbroiderics,
with a greater perfection

a lower cost i
and sell her textiles, Those
probability be her Carpets and
made by hand

hitherto invented.

r for sale would in all
which, as alrcady stated, can be
and  beauty than by any machinery

There are other reasong which make it desirable that 4 few of theso twenty
scts should be placed in Indja,

instance, as eqql) sct i3 a copy of all the
Jacilitating trade operations,

For
others, they may prove usefy] in

agent in India to refer the merchant or the manufacturer g
o

specimen, and ask him to produce an g
alterations as he may sce fit to suggest.
the merchant of cre rart of India to de

They will ¢nable the
t home to a certain
rticle as )ike it ag possible,”

And so, in like manne
al

or with such

r, they may cnable
with the nmerchant of another, when,

. d B
it is difficult to say, and her fricnds woul

. . . . . . ca »able
€T resources in this direction are known to bo I

, | e i dia,
Britain may thus do a present service to In

g her people at a cheap rate—an end to

s knowledge should be 0 disseminate
Practieqy,

INTRODTCTION. 9
&% AN cxamination of these volumes, le learns that an article

ich will syjt his customers. Thig aspeet of their uscfulness g

S a title to Lo called Trade Uuscums in fuller ang broader sense than
© any which haye yet been established,

1s made

Ives these
collection

belon as t

A large
classes of Indian

¢ advantage to thig

1 as to prove

. 0 way, we think, could so cffectually
Which sanction an(d support of the Se

cretary
en chosen ip the case of the Te

of State for India ip
xtilo Manufacturcs; and jt i
partment woyly enab)e
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