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S HE 2nd October 1866

Proceedings ,Of.ul}fe'ﬁ[adrds Gn’v‘emment, Revenue Depariment,

e

| Read the b'.fdl.leWing Froceedings of the Board of Revenue, »dated »Q“h ‘
47 v - September 1866, No. 6,843. - ”

No. 32.

" Read f_hé' following letter from the Sub-Collector of Madura, _‘td the Secretary to thc'ks_‘,

LT L " 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of

~ 1863 to 1866.

e ‘Board of Revenue, dated Kodaikanel, 3rd September 1866 :—
“the 15th ultimo,” and, as therein directed, to transmit, for - submission to Govern- - |
ment, with reference to their Order, under date the 10th idem, No. 2,033; 8 list of -
dates shewing the periods during which I have resided on the Pulney H}HS f"‘-’“?

2. X regret having been unabl§ _to'submit‘ the list earlier, but some papers -
material to its compilation were not immediately forthcoming, and had to be -

- searchied for.  As now submitted, however, I believe it to be quite correct. .

3. The very fact that I am called upon to assign a reason for each visit leads -
me to conclude that the record of my stay on the hills is likely far to exceed the’
anticipations of the Government. =Some special reasons for several more than

“ordinarily, prolonged visits, I may mention such as the se:idus and ‘protracted illness
‘of a member of my family in the middle of last “year, and a severe fever which 1
contracted at Dindigul in August, which clung to me for a long while, and left me
in a very reduced condition. o o
4. Otherwise, it will probably be considered sufficient, if I at once willingly

" admit that my residence on the hills has, since February of last year, been restricted

- -only by the requirements of the public service ‘necessitating my presence in other

parts of the Division, Iaving fulfilled those requirements in a manner Which thQ h

" closest scrutiny will, I am confident, show to have been quite satisfactory, I have .
“considered myself at liberty_fo_ consult my own convéniencé in regard to residence
within my Division. S o oW [
5. Itis quite true, as remarked by Mr. Levinge, that in’ 1863-64 I was not -

'

" anxious to reside frequently on the hills; but in 1865 a change had - occurred in

my’ domestic circumstances, which rendered it more than ordinarily urgent that
1 should not fail to seéure to my family the advantage of a residence in the ﬁne
¢limate within my reach. Accordingly, in a domestic pointof view, in the most
open manner, I made the hills my llead-(iuarters.‘ ‘I have continued to do so under
the impression that the fact ‘was not unknown to gentlemen connected with the
Government, to whom, in my private capacity, I am known, and accordingly up
to this time I have always believed and maintained that in such matters the policy
of the Government was a liberal one, snd that, aslongas the duties of my office
were conducted in a thoroughly: efficient . manner, the(GO_Vanmenﬁ in. no way
“objected to my frequent residence on the hills. - .- L S
6. From the manner in which the question has now been put o me, -1 do not -
conceal fromhmyself that I may have been mistaken, in which case 1 am glad that

~ the subject has been thus publicly brought to notice, and an oppo_rtumtyv afforded
me of learning what the opinion and wishes of the Government are. o
7. Passing from this point, in respect to which I still hope, in spite of present
appcaran'ces, that 1 may be proved not to have been in error, it is of course
.incumbent upon me to shew that my residence on the hills has been in no way
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“attributed to my residence on the hills.

Pi'eceedings of the Madras Govémment, Revenue Départment. 3
V 2nd October 1866. -~

12. It is quite true that I have Magisterial duties to perform, but Mr.
Levinge’s remarks on this head would convey a very inaccurate impression, uoless
1 explain what are the nature of those duties. The Government will be prepared
to learn that tho pcople with whom I have fo deal are not addleted to crime,
or to the perpetration of offences of a grave character such as require to be
dealt with exclusively by a Magistrate with full powers. 1 have also mentioned
above, that I have in each Talook a ﬁrat class Sub-Magistrate..
my Sul)-Marustrates to waste their time, and that of the Police, in trying petti‘f
complaints such as can be dealt with by the Village Munsiffs, being entirely o
Mcr. Robinson’s opinion on that point. ,They have, therefore, ample time to dispose
of the bulk of the Magisterial work. The cases that come bOfo'l'e me  are
with very few exceptions, brought by the Police, and consist of the simplest and
most ordinary crimes, such as cattle, sheep, and grain stealing by old offenders.

- It is of the rarest occurrence that there is occasion for a complainant to prefer a
charge before me, on which I have to issue process.
- - of the Sub-Magistrates are also-quite rare.

Appeals from the decisions
The preferring of such charges and_’.
appeals is rare when I am resident in the plains, and therefore it cannot fairly be -
With my experience in the year 1863-64
in which I was chiefly on the plains, I cannot be mistaken on this head.

13.7 T trust, therefore, that I have shewn that my residence on the
hills . is not_productive of inconvenience to a number of would-be com-
plainants, and when I mention that the average number of days between the
arrest and conviction or discharge of prisiners brought to trial before me in
cach of the past four years was (omitting fractions) respectively 9, 11, 11and 8, and
that this of course includes the delays occasioned by summoning the witnesses for
the defence after the examination of the prisoner, I think it cannot but be apparent
to the Government that justice has not becn appremably delayed consequent on
my occasional residences on the hills. - E . |

14.  Tappal Petitions are filed and attended to. I keep no arrears of business -
at any time, and all my other public dutics are punctually performed. If those -
duties r e‘l‘m@d my constant residence on the plains, I should be there without a
murmur.  Whenever they do require it I godown. I am always ready to go down.
1t takes me but six hours to reach the Cusbah of Pulney from Kodaikanel, or leaving
one afternoon I can be at Dindigul early the next morning. Iam no stranger to
the people in the Division. They have scenme in all parts of it.. Take the last fow
months. I was in Dindigul in May, in Palney in June. In July Irode two
hundred miles in the Division, and visited both Talooks in order to satisfy my self, -
by observation, of the state of the country and the condition of the people.
Earlier in the year when I found the Public Works Department unable to procure
labor for some important works, and about to transfer a great part of the allotment

to Tinnevelly, I gave them timely assistance, furnished the labor, executed the
',gxeater part of the work within the official year, and saved the money to my

Division. MyJ ummahbundy Report was despatched within a month of the close of

the Fusly. Last month I wag enabled to forward a considerable coutribution to
the "Famine Relief Fund. I mentjion these facts in the hope of convincing the -
Government that my residence on the hills is not meompmtxble with a sincere

I do not permit
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment, 5
| | 2nd October 1866. N

v

ferred by the latter to the Board of Revenue, called upon the Sub-Collector and
Joint Magistrate of that District, Mr. G. Vans Agnew, to report “how often and
““how lonﬂ' on each occasion he has been on the Pulney Hills since he has held
“ charge of the Sub-Collectorate, and the reasons of his visits.”

2. In their Proceedings above recorded, the Board submit Mr, Vans Agnew’s

reply to this requisition, and a Memorandum drawn up by him of his visits to the
hills since 1863.

3. From the latter document it appears that in 1863 Mr. Vans Agnew visited |
the I1ills on two occasions, aggregating nineteen days. In 1864 he visited them
four times, his entire residence extending over fifty-four days. From the middle
of June to the middle of November he was absent from the District on leave. From
1865 he made the hills his head-quarters, and resided on them for 211 days in that

year, and for 135 days in 1866 up to the 18th J uly, when his statement closes. Thus

since the beginning of 1865 he has regularly passed two-thirds of his time on the

Pulney Hdlb And not ouly was Mr. Vans Agnew’s stay on the hills protracted.

The Sub- Dlvmon comprlses an area of 217[
square miles, with a population of 400,000, and
a revenue of Rnpees4 18,000. The hill villages
of the Range comprise an area of 99 square

miles, with a population of 5 ,932, and a revenue
of Rupees 5,631.

to this extraordinary estens, but his
visits to the plains, which constitute by
far the most important part of his charge
were generally so brief that they must
have been practically almost useless.

Thus, in 1865 Mr. Vans Agnew left the

hills on ten occasions ; but on no less than seven of these his absence was only for
‘three and four days at a time. '

4. Further, Mr. Vans Agnew appears on several occasions of hls residence
on the Pulneys, as well ason the journeys which that residence entailed, to have
drawn extra tentage, althoucrh he openly admits that his stay on those hills was
entirely for his private convenience, and was not necessitated by the reqmrements
of the public ser vice. : :

5. The Government consider Mr. Vans Agnew 8 conduct in the highest
degree culpable, and can only see in the defence which he has had the assurance to
make a very serious aggravation of his fault. For the Iast eighteen months he has
left the administration of the Sub-Division in a great measure uncontr olled, in the
hands of his subordinates ; he has manifested the most sclfish insensibility to the
intcrests and wclfare of the people committed to his charge ; and hie has exhibited
to his subordinates and the people the lamentable spectacle ‘of an Lnohsh Officer -
of high position making his duty subservient to his comfort.

6. The Government must now mark, in the most unmlstakable manner, their _
sense of Mr. Vans Agnew’s grave mlsconduct

-~

7. Mr. Vans Agnew will be at once removed from his appomtments of Sub-
Collector and Joint Magistrate of Madura and Acting Collector and Magistrate of

Trichinopoly, and he will be xequued to refund the extra’ tenta(re Whlch he has

drawn during his residence on the Pulneys. ‘ : L
8. As Mr Vans Agnew’s letter was sent direct to the Board and Government 1

the Collector, Mr, Levmcre, has not had an opportumty of explammg hla conduct f
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