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T Proeseedings of the Madras Government, Revenue j)epa,-:mg,,t R
30th January 1866. ’

No. 514, Read the following letter from Major F, APPLEGATH, Staff Corps
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George’
dated Bangalore, 16th January 1866 :— ’

1. I have the honor to bring to your notice that within the last few days I -
have received, through. the kindness of Professor Oldham, specimens of the rocks
that accompany coal in the Damoodah and Adjui coal fields near Ranigunj in
Bengal.

9. These specimens, in many instances, are identical with those I bave found

on the banks of the Kistnah and Palar rivers in the Masulipatam District, within

the limits of Government land, though closely adjoining the Nizam’s territories.

* 8. On carefully comparing the specimens from Ranigunj with the map I have
prepared of the locality in the )Iasulipa.tam District, it is clear to me that I have
much under-cstimated the extent of the indications ; and, provided the coal is good,

and there is every promise of that) they are certainly sufficiently extensive o
yicld 8 large revenue both in iron and coal.

4. I need not do more than bring to remembrance the very high price of
coal in Madras, the increasing scarcity and dearness of firewood and charcoal, or
the cnormous rise in the price of all oils suitable for giving light, as an induce-
ment to have a Geological survey of the District, and to open out a few quarries
gnd pits with an efficient borlflg apparatus, as most important results will assuredly
follow such steps. I have estlmatec.l the extfsnt of the indications so far as I have
been able, to be about 25 square miles, and'm .all prol‘)ability when the south back
of the Kistnah are properly surveyed, the indications will prove to be still more
extensive. . . .

5. In the event of success attending this investigation, I hope that my varied
tinued efforts to bring this subject under notice may meet with a reward

d con « \
::mmensurate with the importance of the discovery.

No. 515 OzpER THEREON, 30th January 1866, No. 260, ,
o The Government cannot take any action in this matt:p

| raiscertazeons. unless furnished with the specimens alluded to in para. =

graph 2, as found by Major Applegath, for examination by
Mr, Oldham.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government,

<

To Major Fr Applegath.

gxd. S. T, Augustia.
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