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) Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29th Jaruary 186€6. o
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| , No. 494. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engincer Irrigation ji;i
! L : : and Canal Company, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works A
Y : Department, dated Madras, 22nd January 1866, No. 143 :— :
i ' o }
. o L A 1. I have the honor, in continuation of my letter No. 137 of the 5th instant, i
I ‘ ‘ . : L - | o S — o to forward, for the consideration of %
- e ‘ | L 4 Co 1 Letter in original from the Chief Engineer, wii J :
‘, e o ; o S | fhe A gent's No. 531, dated 10th Jamuary 1866,  Oovernment a letter, No. 156 of the :
‘ o L - ‘ . M ,: ' 9th instant, from the Chief Engineer :
‘ ‘ " . ' Madras Irrigation and Canal - Company, which was received with the Agent’s E
‘ . . ‘ ‘ ‘ . ’ | ‘ ‘ i . D “ , Endorsement NO. 531 Of the lgth iHSta»nt- ’
PRSP ‘ _ o e T , In this letter Mr. Latham points out that the practice, which has already to
e ‘ [T ‘ some extent prevailed, of Ryots asking for water for land forming only a part of a !
( pumbered field of the Revenue Survey, has led to the canal water being used over
e : a larger area than that for which it is intended that payment should be made.
? ! 4 * "
h A o ‘ N | | . | - ] | * No. 137 of 5th instant, paragraph 9. 3. I have recommended* that except 4
R T o o T 5 where a part of a survey field is above the E
‘ : Lo ; : requisite level, water be supplied only to the survey fields in full, and I think also ;
o _ : | o : o SR L with the Chief Engineer (end of paragraph 6) that it is advisable that all cases, r
T | I e L ; which may be brought to notice, of lands being culiivated with canal water, with- '
# . o . 4 .” out first being registered for such cultivation should be strictly dealt with, in order '
g . - 3 that the Ryots may understar‘ld f.'rom the first that it is intended to prevent any f
- aoN laxity in this respect. The District Gazette would probably afford the best means 3
X ‘ . | o _ o o S . /N of making the penaltics inflicted for the fraudulent or irregular use of canal water *;
RTINS Lo s S R LT " a warning to others. g
X SR C E L - Endorsement of the Agent and Manager of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, dated Madrag, L
‘ : ‘ ‘ 19th January 1866, No. 531. : 3
" ! ‘,, . . ' . . . - ;
e : . ] From the Provisional Chief Engineer Madras Irrigation and Canal Company, to the Collector of t
: ‘,1 - 4 Kurnool, dated Kurnool, 9th January 1866, No. 156. : o {
ﬁ “ ) o | : S - C D 3 L . . ,  — ‘ E ] 1. Ihave the honor to enclose alist of the numbers and aré{é, asgivehby’thenevenue Survey ‘\'\-‘ :
ST TP R R - L . R ‘;’ ‘ - T : L of the fields irrigated in latter half of 1865, amounting to 1,617§ Acres orso. It hag been carefull; % g
Sy eI ‘ S ST S ey o R " prepared by Mr. Dodson. - : by ¢ :
4 ) - ) o o o Co e T : 2, Of these numbers some are compounds containing houses paying house water-rate to the ’
ORI L e o L ] Municipality of Kurnool, and such, and I think such only, are exempt from liability to pay further :
S T T A Co e oo : U rate. \ : ' . '
T | N - S RN TR 1 3. Of the rest the return hasbeen prepared exactly on the principle of your advertisement
e | A AR S oo C T ' in the Kurnool Gazette of 22nd October 18G# (of which a copy is appended) if the word “ waste" i
S ] . . SRR e SRR R ) be omitted and the word * wet’’ be inserted before cultivation. . . i
e e T P v 4. Itis clear that the mode of estimating the acreage liable to wet assessment must folloy
~ | P . some anology ; and I know of no other than the mode in which the Government make their esti-
L ' A . mates of acreage liable to assessment. "
ok ] 5. 1t isscen thatif a man ploughs up and sows a portion of a demarked field, the Government
e B A T practice known all over the Presidency, is to enter the whole area of the ficld against his name
e e T PR ST e I TT R o and the assessment has to be paid on the whole area. Yet the facility for ascertaining that it rea,ll’
s e e . R L NV : is only partly cultivated is great, a single inspection by a responsible Officer suffices to shew ity
‘ . ‘ PR J A greater reason exists for charging water assessment on a whole field part of which js put undex: :
:r’ j % ‘w“‘ i ]
¢ R ‘ N i o i
'rr‘zﬁ: “ : 1 ': I 4 >‘7, ) ! ! \ E"
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Procee(linga of the Mudras Government, Recenue Department,
29tk January 1866,

field 1t may indeed be said that the whole of such a field in practice even if it be involuntarily on
the part of the cultivator receives the full benefit of the Company’s irrigation. 1In other respects the
similarity between wet and dry cultivation seems complete.  For instance, in each it is equally
unaivizable that a man siiuld take up more land thau bis means enable hiw to culiivate. It is,
however, noticealle tLat aRyot has to pay as much for hig fallow as for his crop on the Governwent

© dry system, while wet cultivation needs no fallow.

6. I have little doubt that in some cases in" 1865, Ryots have cultivated half an acre or more
in a ficld or number adjoining that for which they asked water, under the impression that they
might succeed including the water-rate for so much, and thus a Ryot might hope to get twice as
much wet crop as he paid for, by overrunning his boundary lines on all sides. My impression is that
the most merciful way of dealing with such cases, and also with cases of carclessness or wilfulness,
is to be strict from the first.

7. Tt seems that the ordinary Government rule thus applied, gives more than double the
amount of the assessment as returned to the Deputy Collector, and this shews the importance that
the mode of levying the rate should be considered and set at rest, before irrigation extends.

) 8. Theexact area of the culti(ation in those plots or fields for which water has been asked has
Lecn estimated by the village Curnuma, who of course are interested parties, at some where about
600 Acres, and my Native Irrigation Superintendent hag checked the culeulatios, and agrees with
it preity nemrly. Datin the frst place neither calealation includes the enltivation that has taken
piace in numberless cases in adjacent plots, where villags waste, farmers® roads, &c., have been vary
considerally encroaclied upon, and in the next place I am not preparcd, as a rule, to accept cither
calculation as at all fair to the Cowpany. Supposing it ruled that only the cxact area cultivated is
to pay water-rate, then that arca should be ascertained on the responsibility of officers equal in rank
to those who have conducted the Demarcation and Revenue Surveys for the settlement of the
Government revenue, and no provision has been made either by Government or by the Company
for such a staff capable of making such an intricate Survey, far more intricate than the Lcvenue

Survey, which simply has to take up the generally straighter divisions of ficlds from stone to sii.c

as demarked by the demgreation party. A survey which would have to be co'mpleted yeariy iu ke
course of a few months, and prosecuted just at the time when the country is impracticable in the
thick of the cultivation. You are no doubt aware that the difficulty is no imaginary one. The
tracks demarked for the use of the villagers through their ficlds Aave, by arrangement amongst

-” the villazers themselves, been partly or wholly cultivated, and the traffic (if there be any) tempo-

rarily diverted to the higher ground. Water courses kave been dammed acrosvs, plot‘lghc"d and
80Wn ad soon as the time of danger of damage from floods has passed,'aml so forth, Thisi o
well, and I hope Jhat many water courses will be made, in time, as fruitful as t}‘xose of the wo.-

hills, and this would not be prevented, I believe, by the rule that if a Ryot carrics on wet cu't v+

tion in any plot he must pay water-rate for the whole, -

w~ .. Ihave brought the subject fully forward now, because it is of great importance tha i;
shoutd be settled before next season. The settlement was postponed by Colonel 9otton until flxo
extent of irrigation should render it of importance, in order that as muc'h exp'crlcnce as pos:m‘le
might be gained in the interim. I have the honor to request your consideration of m.y remau,m
while preparing the lists of water-rate due to the ComxT:my for the past se.asou uf 18G5, and tue'
favor of your views, if in any case you cannot agree with me, as tf’ the fairness of .the mode o,
levyinz it, which I have proposed above, and have acted on 1n preparing the enclosed .hst. It wai
be ;cn:cmbcred that the demarcation of land under the canal has been cond.uctcd with a epecial

vie w of having the size of the plots suitable to wet cultivation.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29tk January 1863.

Forwarded to the Consulting Engineer, with reference to this Office No. 499 of 2nd January
GG,
(Signed) F. 1I. HENSLOWE,

Adgent and Manager,

NOTICE.
1. The Deputy Director of Revenue Settlement hag brought to the notice of the Collector
t the Ryots are in the habit of taking up portions of Jdemarcated waste lIand in any manner that

ts their own convenience, without paying attention to the limits of numbers as 1aid down by
ttlement authorities.

b 2. In taking up waste lands, Ryots are never to take up less than g survey number, and if
rtion be brought under cultivation by any Ryots without orders, the whole number must be
fered in his Puttah, The occupation of demarcated waste lands except in accordance with the
marcation is forbidden in the Board's Circular Order dated August 7th 1561, No, 4,261, the
pvisions of which will be strictly enforced.

17tk October 1864.

(Signed) J. 1. MINCHIN, Collector.
(True Copy.)

(Signed) W.C. BEAUMON T,
- Officer in charge.
Referred to the Revenue Depaxment,
(Signed) CH.ARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R, E,

ORT SAINT GEORGE, Secretary to Government, P, 1V, D.

grd January 1866.

0. 495. ORDER THEREON, _29th January 1866, No. 250.
; Misocllaneons. For.warded fo the Board of Revenue for their
observations,

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. GROSE,
Acting Under Seeretary to Government.

the Board of Revenue.

the Public Works Department,

. S. T. Augustin.
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