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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 15th September 1866,
LR S S U . oo e RN e S SN |-V
No. 363. Read the following letter from the Collector of Salem, to the
Secretary to Government, Revente Department, Fort Saint George,
- dated Ahtur, 8th September 1866, No. 61 :—

With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 7th December 1858,
Revenue Department, No. 1,630, conveyed in the Board’s Proceedings, dated 15th
idem, I have the honor to state that sixty
* Selection No. I. ~ copies of Colonel Read’s Report* on the
original settlement of Salem in 1791—
1796, epitomized and annotated by Mr. Puckle, have been printed. Six copies have
been sent to the Board of Revenue, and six copies are herewith sent to the Govern-

ment Office.

No. 364. ORDER THEREON, 15th September 1866, No. 2,482.

Miscellaneous. Ordered to be recorded.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
Under Sceretary to Government.

7o the Collestor of Salem.

Exd. T. 0'Connor:
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COLONEL READ’S REPORT
ON I'HE SETTLEMENT OF SALEM.

account of the original settlement of the District

[ Colonel Read's Report isthe only complete
though very full, and written with great ability

to be found in the Salem records. This report,
and research, is so overlard with revenue terms in Tamil, Canarese and Hindustant, with

er in general use, with . pographical desciiptions

calculations in money and measures no lony
h treatises on suojects but indirectly con-

of a country now better known from maps, and wit
nected with the settlement, that its utility as a book of reference is almost lost to those who have
not time to study it, or to search for the valuable statistics and curious information it contains.

To render ot therefare easier of reference, tnprgraphical descriptions, statements of no
present value, extracts from standard works §e. &e. have been omitted ; the useful talbles have
been re-written; figures denoting measurements, grain, or money have been converted into
acres, Madras measwres, rupees annas and pice ; English equivalents for native terms have
been inserted ; and the bare report is given (curtailed of all that does not immediately relate
10 the settlement or {o the condition of the ccuntry early in the present century) with the addi-
tion of foot notes to illustrate the meaning, or to explain any marked discrepancy between the

Sformer Revenue system and that of ‘the present day.]

A knowledge of the situation, extent, divisions, and description of the country, being
material in the admiuistration of its affairs, the first settlements

Geographical Survey. were no sooner completed, and other revenue matters put in
train, than I entered upon a Gieographical Survey in January

1793, and in August following, I had the pleasure of presenting your Board and Government
with maps of all the districts ; ‘bub as these were ‘only sketches, and inaccurate from the
slender moeans and haste ‘with which the Survey was executed, I began another ia August
1794 with proper instruments, and upon a much larger scale. From its being impossible
for me to prosecute a business of that nature and pay due attention to the many ether duties
of my station, I could only propose to sct it on foot, and employed Mr. Mather a professional
Surveyor to carry it on. That proved a very arduous undertaking, principally on account of
the unhealthiness of the hills, but fortunately Mr. Mather survived repeated attacks of the

hill fever and finished his survey.

9. As exhibiting the aspect of the Country in respect to hills, plains, woods and rivers,

the true shape and extent of districts, and as containing every village and tank in them, it is

one of the most particular surveys of the kind in India, and prebably one of the most correct.
at the districts contain

W hen it is considered that it is done upon a seale of one inch to a mile, th
above 6000 square miles, and that it was completed within four years and a half,it will appear
to be a singular proof of what can be done by an individual who exerts himself in the service

of his employers.

[ Flere follows a description of the po
comparative tables of hills and distances,
general character of the climate, the prevelent diseases,

22. T divided the country (a) ceded to the Company into three
consigned the immediate charg? of them to my three assistants (b), that freed from the ordinary

routine of business, I might have the more time for the general direction of affairs, and the

amd proposed system of Revenue.
S i

or all the Salem District

sition and general aspect of the Salem Distiict. Also
and lists of rivers and roads, an account of the
the mode of treating them §e.]

divisions or collections, and

variety of investigations comprehended in my survey,

(@) The country thus ceded in 1792 comprised the Talaghat and Baramahal divisions,
except the Balaghat' (the present Osur taluk) which was also ceded in 1799.

(b) Viz. thesouthera division, or all Attur, and parts of the Namakkal, Salem and Senkagiri taluks to Capt
MasLeod : the centre division or all Darmapuri and parts of the Namakkal, Salem and Senkagiri taluks, to Capt. Munro

the northern division, or all the Krishnagiri, Tiruppattur, and Uttankarai taluks, to Capt. Graham,



3 &
‘ : L d J [Here follow detailed accounts of the weights and measures in use in Salem, the native
> ] 1 system of chronology, the sup division of lands into wety dry and garden, treatises on matter,
[ " earth, water, air §e.] I
2 - . -
05 Whaniiis oty o S the Company, un?, part of it south of the Toppaiyar : : 166. An equal division of the 8ross produce between the raiyats and the Govern-
. .ompose(l of 8. and that north of the river of 18, disfricts (c.). A Basié of Asecssment,  ™e06 being the custom all over India, half the producs was
wis ¢ o

ildaries, districts or sub- 3 taken in these districts as the basis of assossmont. ()
N ad others too small for tahsi .
94, Some of theso being too large, and ot

$hree, or four parts, and as many of

divided into tiwo, a4 Previous to the division of the crops, there are commonly certain deduct; made from

wllections of land rent, the larger were ient for the purpose. The Board of ; . : S i ki

v :mallcr wero joined together as aj peared most eo.nvt‘.nlel'xi fc :l the ‘I“‘““Tr‘”n e B0 | ho gross .pro-duce before and after threshing, also before and after measurement, as fees for civil

_] he o, obeerving matetial 48 s in the collections, ordered a new arrang : religious, judicial, municipal, rustic and even domestic services, likewise for alms to devotees
leveny 3 VW

o . and other privileged mendjcants, Originating wholly in local custom, these deductions are re-
vied, the estimate : ¥ gulated difforently in every two villages, upon the land, the produce, or ploughs. Part
e 1 of them being public, and part of them private charges, they may be considered as

‘ 110 material deduction from the Government or raiyat’s share, ()

[ Here follow lists of villages and places in whick excise dutics were le
r -
v ea of Government lan’s §e.].

: - ide in this novel undcr- i =
I was at a loss from having no precedent or .emmlnlc 'for 'a {t;:l:dlf‘ Z:ﬁk presented fresh : 167. Rents in kind are most common where money is scarce, but in countries where that
) g ! taking hew to enter upon it, and e}:er} scré gradually surmounte d, : cause is removed, they may be necessarily continued from the
' ey w ¢ '

difficulties ; but by perseverance the result of my : i Land rents in kind. procariousness of the crops. The raiyats prefer rents in kind

Agricultural Survey. &d in June 1793 I had lb@ honor of submitting e The ‘ when grain is cheap, and Amildars (revenue officers) prefer them
inciples T had devised for fegulating a land a}sse defeots, make | when  grain is dear, as the raiyat’s share of the erop is a variable proportion of the producé in

Iabours in a report on the P'ﬁ: od in which it was necessarily treated, and ot m}x; nds.of _ specie, in proportion to the market price. As rents inkind are usual in districts (g) contiguous
iryness of the subject, the et therein laid dofvn are just, and are the df’; bty : to others that pay in money, custem appears tobethe only reason for their being continued. For

it tedious in penm,, but the ® (iough 1 ks bewn n“ﬂ;")' m the va.luat'imilco‘!: i?:e of the sl example, the dry lands of Rayakottai and wet lands of Shendamangalam, Namakkal and

the survey that has been "n’.ﬁll of other circumstances with the intrins , Paramati, are the only portions of the Baramahal and Salem districts that were formerly

‘hews principles, by the com 3 istricts, but the follow- : settled by the Government on Varam, (%) but as these districts were rented out in large farms
1040 prineif ins ourrent in the ceded Districts, St e e e 8

hero aro about 50 different eoins to the principal inhabitants, the latter sub rented the greater part to the inferior raiyats.

07, T used in sccounts (d). e :
ing are the only opes - 1 168. The equal division of the crops being only a general rule, that applied to the dry,
e & : ._ and in part to the wot lands, it was necessarily modified according to the labour, expense,
g ili or Company’s Cashs ; 4 and other circumstances of eultivation, in the division of wet crops generall « Both the
} | Maili _ , ; e Ps ge y
6 of & Gopali fanain. g farmers and their tenants being perfectly acquainted with these circumstances, the requisite
" 1 | Anna or part s ya fanam. 3 modifications in regulating their respective shares, were consequently made with the same
‘ . : or 16 p.rt Kantirs : facility as bargains commonly are. These circumstances were of course extremely various, but
184 3 N or silver fanam. 1 the labour and expense of cultivating wet lands depending much on situation, determined in
¥ l 03 13 ) | Maili silver _; great measure the farmer’s and tenan’s shares, which, as may be supposed, have in time
8 ' . 1§ ] | Gopali fanam. : consolidated into customary shares, or rents in kind for lands of every description.
1801 18 5 !
y | . is i . .
13 t g78| 1 | Kantirsys fanam a i l§9. The customary shares are exacted, (where rents are in kind), from raiyats (¢) who
s ol 16 B fipes . ; cultivate in their own villages, and take lands into cultivation early in the year, or before the
| il 7 Pors ‘ ; season for sowing the principal grains is over ; but more faveurable terms are granted to such
ngg | 12'4] 8 2 3 | | Pondicherry Rupee. 8 : as take Jands into cultivation after that, as then they can only cultivate hersegram (7) or other
% i57h 8k & oot Tt E k graius of little value. More favourable terms are likewis3 granted to raiyats who cultivate land
A ¥ E
j0s6 | 1334 - 15 4 i 43 ‘ :
70 ’ 163 lo] v 4 ._5 1 |E antiraya chakram : |. (@) In this and the following ten paragraphs Col. Read describes the revenue system that he found existing, Thig
1500 160 B ﬁ 21] 16 ] , y ; : equal division however applied only to the dry erops & to crops grown on ordinary tank irrigated lands, Vide pora 168.
f % —_— yagoda. I
369 110 37§ 2315 7 2513 l 1 lsmr pag _ & (") These fees known as svatuntram became a bona fide charge on the raiyats when grain rents were abolished by the
000 3 i . AT VAT I ; Euglish Government ; for;the assessment was based on a division of the gross produce, without reference to fees or charges,
2 108 45 i g which théugh customary, were no doubt regarded by our Government as optional on the part of the raiyats,
1500 i and 986 cash arel 4 ‘ (9) Taluks,

- each otber.

reconciled to ! as the 1
jven canoot & . § fanara be taken 28
106 499, 11 the Kantiraya

H ; the unit,
o = h be taken as e

e ; and b 1 Q cas f § (%) Division of the prodiice,
¢ The Talaghst b a3 init, and 0N § Wi

() Known as ulkudi or resident raiyats,

b wonth Ra. # cash, and the star pigode ¥ 3 () Horse gram is still cown in an unfavourable season when the rains have failed and there is no chance of raising
0, (ho star PAEC boand % Ruphe is v orth 970 f 3 5 erop of ragi or katbu, Lut it is no longer a crop of little value, the present market price being 10 seers per Rupee.
purth 1 Ry ”ﬁ“ the Company & - it and valued 8% £ i
annas i p taken as the unih - jven i 3 :
caab, or 4 A , B fangms be U cach, a8 EVC 4 s |
foaacs bn worlh - al ‘.“’“d uwﬂ Maiii fanama of 80 c.wh‘: :hcir conversio B
0.8 9% M:‘“ js worth 4 snnas e qcx figures ia probably o® mgl s the number
4] cwh N':‘;‘ (e Eanti gy ™8 e mw““‘b % having been disregarded ;)OL ;:lﬁ)wiﬁg pages the
mary "L The wid . pice. snd to great relatively correct. 1':“‘ g pice, oF 12 ) the
Loty anmse r pogods 3 t 4 ann 600 v !
b “u:n rost Tomsil fractioos e the etar "y timya fanam ‘t the Maili fapam ¥ 3
T -fs: 'kn the Malll sod ﬁ';mx vy h““‘: pagedy; Waeheh 5075
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distan ro Trahmans, (k) Musal mans and others who tarn
‘"m'"hg“ g .ceouw::’ :f’ :;:“iom w& or condition in life hol;l' t:e t}tﬁh
cEg . - } l "'
fa , and e;;?:&n them to employ the mddu enlnmh;zclﬁfd:(gx a et
ﬁm; Jikewide granted to all who wmmmlmvmdw : dhch
wﬁ origin p.qn- private ‘ ﬁmﬂhit bepame'neeesm'y w' are
¢ a2 -5 ' ok:lﬂ with Sudras or cultivators of tho sf):]: to
s with the quantitics of land of each description
vated these shares varied with the prodm and expense of cultiVaﬁofn,d i.tttzta':::z
g ¥ : 7 i arks of distincti
i g a few classes determined by evidenf mar it

necessary to reduoe them “d eoation, as expressed in the following et
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Iand (n). Whatever mode of assessment was adopted, it is a natural inference th@t a8 much.

was always exacted of the cultivating tenants, as they could possibly afford (o).

174. The money rents of land being in lieu of the share in kind paid by the caltivat-
ing tenants to their immediate superiors or lessess, it is con-

Mo : ts of Land.
i gt sequently denominated after them ¢ Sudras’ tirvai.”

175.  The regulating these rents, when demanded for the crops, is but another step in
the progress of assessment, as it only requires the putting a valuation on the Government
share of the produce. The easiest method it appears is to require the gurrent price, or that
which it may be supposed the raiyat can procure, for the Government share ascertained by

" actual measurement (p); because that leaves no question as to the quantity, or the valuation ;
but this is only practicable between farmers and their tenants. Another method, where it has
been the practice to give fixed quautities in rents in kind, is to put a valuation on them ().
The most difficult way is to estimate the Government share from the nature of the soil, and
to value that share by the ordinary price of grain in the country, because that leaves room for
litigation in respect to quantity, the kinds that may be grown, and their estimated equival-
ents (). I understand that where rents in kind are thus commuted for money rents, asin the
Carnatic, it is usually done at the beginning of the agricultural year, or during the ploughing
season, by stipulating rates for speeific quantities of land growing different products. This is
done either by demanding particular rates for every acre growing each kind of grain, or for
such as grow certain classes. The latter is far the most general mode, all the dry products
being reduced into 4 classes, and the web into one; a certain proportion of what igcalled
the full rent being demanded for all the kinds according to their class as under.

The first class of drygrain called “Muruvasi®, from its paying the full rent, compre-
hends ragi, kambu, cholam, wheat and indigo ; the second * Mukkalvasi,” from its
paying three quarters of the full rent, includes Bengal gram and cofton ; the 3rd
“ Araivasi,” or half rent, contains samai, varagu, and tinnai; and the 4th class Kalvasi”,
or quarter rent, consists of gingelly oil sced, Jamp oil seed, horse gram, blaek gea ., dhall aud
other pulses. The rents of every two districts are different, varying as T am +#old from a pa-
goda to half a pagoda per kani (s), and the inferior rates also differ inglike p.oportion.  Where
thz crops are assessed in this manner early in the year, it is usual for the reve~ « officers 10
come upon the raiyats for additional assessment, either becauso the assessmer ~ already paid
has not amounted to the actual dues of Government, or on pretence tuat i has not. In
the Carnatic, ard in the Balaghat (¢), wet lands are very seldom or ever settled ou money rates,
owing to the fluctuation in their annual produce greatly exceeding that of 0 dry crops Tt
is evident that where the crops are assessed, the lands must necessarily bemeasured every
year to ascertain the assessment of fields, as the assessient must change v h the crop, and

the area cyltivated with any particular class of crop.

176.  The same mode must have anciently obtained in the Baramahal (), but in process:

=

(») In gome districts villages are still held on “guttakai,” or contract for a fixed amount of quit rent.

7 (0) ,, As the demands of the former Government always rose in proportion to the degree of culture, and as the ywan
R who carried it further than his neighbours was frequently exposed to the imposition of arbitrary fines on the suspicion
* of being rich, the raiyats found it more convenient to oceupy a great extent of ground badly cultivated at a moderate

rate, rather than pay a greater or an equal sum, for a smaller extent cultivated.” Captain Munro to Colonel Read.
Vide Dykes on Salem, page 120, 3

() This system was adopted in Tanjore and Tinnevelly, where under the name of Ulangu the Government share of
g:el]snézduce of irrigated lands was valued anuually with reference to cwrrent prices. This Ulangu system was abolished

(7) Known as the Metu faisal system wherel i i ;
. y certain fixed rates were eharged on every aere cultivated under the
soveral heads of wet, dry, garden, and tope. 1 2 3§

-
(r) The course pursued by the scttliment department is very similar; the yield of each class of land is ascertained, aud

; the Government share is converted intu a money rent on the average of market prices during a series of years,

(s) Or from Rs. 3-8-0 to Rs, 1-12-0 per Kani of 1.33 acres,

() Comprising the Osur taluk of Salem on the Maisur frontier. In the Balachat the 1
palms, plantains, and betel vines, under tanks, and prefer th g EOuN peop e grl_ igh Icocoa snd _steox
gettlement of the northern taluk’n “of Salem, dated Agril 13, lg%esem b g 4 e Feporiian’tha

{u) Coroprising the northern taluks of Salem immediately below the Balaghat.
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. 183, The assessment being found with asmuch attention as possible to all these
averages and compared with those made by the common rules, it was found that the latter
amounted to 33 per cent of thy dry, and to 40 per cent of the wet crops, in place of half as
universally supposed ; because, the true propertions of money rents to the whole produce de-
pends on the prices at which the Government shares are caleulated, and lower prices had
always been used in such estimates (a). All these proportions however left no more, it
was supposed, to the raiyat than what was generally understood from time immemorial to bre
s.uﬂicent for defraying his maintenancs and rcplacing his stock ; or what & man who cul-
tivated the quantity of land esteemed the complement of a plough required, was considered
his due, and the rates (based on these calculations) adopted as the established rates of as-
s:sslxlnent for the average kinds of lands, the rates for other lands varying with the propertics
of the soil. '

184. These being determined and the proportion of labour and expense of cultivation
varying in difforent situations, the following estimates were arrived at.

By com-~ !Oommon Estimate
mon esti- estimates | for the
mate. 'cortected‘. survey.

Deseription of land. “Percen- Pefcen— Percen-

tage.

a
Govt.
share

|
|
|
|
|

A s v ——

Dry Land. i

Yielding OB CLOP sevesossosersancnnsaran: rossosesn ssovesnsesesf OOy 00K 65 35/ 68| 32
30, WO CRODE ruay bivins sevnsis -

/ Wet Land.

. Watered by SUPGHOr TiVerS.c..cisesvsaiersnrneiuinnnnss| 40 60 83 47, 05" 45
Do By I01EFION : TTIVETE. cinireessur voriratuness daitisecto40] - 08 571 43 660 40

Do by supeHor ke wi.iv.cidis vosivssins wessnnenes|  00) 801 60 40 ¢23] 374

Do by infetior tANKS su.es sesscrsensivesssor soassas | DOE OOF <60y 40} 24 374

Do by smaller tanks and wells evveeeennise wssasl . DO} 40} 6 36, 67, 33

Do Ly smaller tanks a0d Wells .....ueereransersess] 60] 400 68 32 70} 10|

Do by smaller tanks aud Wells .........ovecereeees’ 08| O7| 701 80} ‘24] 274

o by wells of more than 18 feet .c..cev venrersnen 67 33} 74| 26f 15 35|

l Do by wells of less than 8 foet v.ervrersosasesee’ 49| 25’ 80, 20| 80 20“

The proportions of the produce being thus fixed on for rents in every situation, whan
applied to specific quantities of Jand they produced very different rates, aceording to the
properties of the soil, and consequent quantity of the produce. These rules serving te ascer-
taiu the intrinsic value of land, others became necessary to modify them for the eondition of
the occupants. : ‘

185.  Men and cattle being able to perform only a certzin quantity of work in a given time,
a single plough, or a man and two bullocks, can only cultivate a certain quantity of land.
Some land s so fertile that an acre will yield support to the cultivator to keep up his stock, and
afford arent. Other land is so sterile that all a man could cultivate would not yield so muck.

—

(@) The conversion of a certain portion of the gross oduce into money at a low valuation, and adopting thi
Covernment demand, was supposed, in all districts,grto 1.5; the raiyat sufficient for his maintenance ln?i fog cull.ti:"at?h‘
expenses. The officers who made the first settlements in Southern [ndia seem to have held different opinions ag to t;n
portion of the gross produce to be demanded, and the rate at which this portion sheuld be conyerted into money. Co 3
pared with neighboring districts, Salem was especially fortunate in the low estimate of the preduce and the n;odern:.
commutation ' rates determined on by Ool. Read. Thig cpirse is-also adopted by the settlement depattment, for when :h,,

_gross produce, cultivation expenses, and net produce of an s.verage acre has been ascertained, those standard ;i
‘raiged or lowerad (o meot the circumstances of the superior or in?g:ior clagges of soil. é ‘ Agures ars




Thnwo!mdciﬁ , 
which the averages give in very @

o K
186. T ho ability of man an¢
bs able to cultivate SULick
of

- pudified :
S
ot

199,

hat in eertain lands one raiyat migh

‘and rent, and another be unable to

ence, these circumstances render it

ur circumstances of the mlﬂmai‘(b}\

 market towns, being favourable or

¢ roads being subject to the depre-
2 rates which the amm

y, aocording to the value of lan
valuation with therenlﬁ in the
current year. If the on, the
odium ywas deemed thefair asses
_ and the raiyat rich, the ¢
1.0 former rent and demand were be
s the fair assessment. Ifﬂlewm'
: whh,mdmodﬁe&hlme‘

R
: N -

g 4o, Sy being thius gonerally w;

- wero ineresed (d) in

i

r pnmrabetw :
s of suil, kinds, quantities anc b

' ;f~—amﬂ1icydmmﬂ.hwﬁ°“’"

v rent nndanmlldmnda'!dm \

R iho mil,itnppﬂﬂfoh‘m“u’”ﬁor

g, and of tho wet fi .m 40 t0 75 per cent 2
0 of the Wet

from 50 to 67 por cent and oF
‘ it ma be generally

fromits depending on 0 88 FU°H
‘o determine their real W;::

’:ﬁ oyed to survey any P&




10

A.m.uu.mmmuuduhmamm
a surveyor to o kuowledge of tho soil, and the discrimination of sit

194. MnMM&MMM“u'

Iand and the ecultivator, it from necessity discretionary, and
parison with furmer rent and actual demand, though

the result of socommodation and attention to dn-mt’uml

mwhmuhwbmnmwmﬁ
southward and eastward on the lower level These differences

being moro exposed (o the winds, and to the decomposed or finer
washed away by the rain into the bedsof rivers; but they may
hasbandry, -huw-umdm-dhmw

195. The total of all the arable lands dey and
they wero sevorally surveyod, amounted to 1125033 acres;
be remembered is the rentsl paid by the cultivators of the soil,
Govornment and Tnam) certxinly never was sscertained before before with
part of India. Awmﬂﬂ""‘h‘“
there i nuno (¢) complete. To effoct omo with the
village taxes, lioonses, customs, and hill rents must be
establishment must be added, to give Re. 139765, theland
iatds on the plains. It further requires the dedustion of

«sahlishments to producy the rental correspondent
mwmmmmm;mmbmmhﬂ
In fasli 1202.
Rent of arable.Rent of & At
Dividoos. |  lJead. land, . | Tncreshe
FE e e W
Southern. 512488, egpste. | IHORE
Cemteal. | 638506. | 640604 |
Northern. | 206319 am.";l‘
I 1307618, lﬂ.iﬂ»
[ In odiition to the land assesrment, -
ﬂmmnrbul'ehdn“m

s reduced a revenwe of Ra. IMHMW
wanifuetories of varth salt and fuller's sarths grocing
lateurers, Mahrotla M-ﬁmﬂ"‘""
rn‘tkﬂ.pfb& -l"u' m."'"
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 must prevent the greater part of them being ever sont to the coast for sale ' "ht“:ﬁmén i
imports, which have chiefly to travel about the same distanice, average, fromiha enstward tw ﬂ‘gé‘,
and from the westward seven, per cent on the cost. The customs hﬁn’f"“’f?g‘w. e fo{' ¥
any other rules than what have oecurred to the farmers: and no other M g g"' @'_ i
the arbitrary charge on the value of commodities. ' B Mo
930. Thers appenr to be several objections {0 the rond customs as they ahg: “F‘:;ﬁe
their varioty, which must subject the merchants to frequent Wz&m 2 mt’*‘% B gg’
’f ? . : L h' ‘t o --oil 1o %, , an nnm] : 4-,-.}‘;:",’
armers; their exorbitance, which must be a great s by s i

S P .
ot

toll bars, which impede the merchants in tra Litigation ‘ b
vates demanded. I deemed politie to coutinue these customs, they mhtup?ﬁim .
to a cortain rate of per centage upon the average price of every m,:am m‘heenn'g‘hed‘; .
and all the toll bars, exeept at the common boundaries of districts, might be abolis 4

239, Agroeably to what has beon already observed of imposte in general, the ‘g[;l:g‘ﬂ‘i’: §
levying customs has usual'y belongad to the owners of hnded properts. Accotf e
survey registers, the customs amount to Rs. 72445, but depending on the offers 0 undléﬁ e
they must fluctuate move *han any other branch of revenue. A
: nore

242, It appears from investigation, that the collections of the customs were vthlzm ﬁ: :l!;n
than the rents in one mandava; it is therefore fair to suppose that they m:}:l Mu e
double the receipts of Government. Their consequently falling so heavy on Oa_‘-. Ay
thoy contribute so litti to revenue, and so much to the discouragement of tm;:; wp‘:"m" :
veason for their abolition, or their being wedified for the goneral interests. mg;ﬁ’lﬂ ATH
tho above, that if the road oustoms were abolished,‘ and t.‘lo’ wwn customs R BM‘ ’
present, they would yisld only about Ds. 4550, and the rates might in h case 0o q gl ik
when they would amonnt to Rs. 18200. 3 :

ot pad sl o aloments of and.” THeY, ©
943, Quis rents ave the rents paid for cortain Tuam villages or allotmen o SR 8
el aro litorally such portions of the fall rent paid by Wﬁ:““:{fg:w;i
Quit rents the soil as wore origiually reserved by Government when 1680
away those villages and lands, or such as have been sinee _

. d m
Sroffi the incumbents.  The rents originally demandad were supposed to e .n?zzmon{
of the full reut for the intended purposes, whether for defraying the expensss "1l that wer?
rovetiug or police, religions or charitable cstablishments. ‘!'i]»poo muw'.\'ndtbm quartarss
gratuitous, and charg>i ‘1l rentj but a quarter of some, half of others, e sonditionals
o' fow wore Aftorwards re.i'ted. - Mort ol 2 wiidee renaitted Porﬁo;;e;m been raised
Laing foes or stipends for rustic, 1ouuicipal and other services have W Teha

fromn time to tins, ant sorue of thom abolishad.

.

’ : ; ‘ : ho are Bl

243,  Pushlush is che trivate which |nh)aklrﬂaﬂmﬁdﬂ’,,w - brlots of

el (s chiefs, pay to their superior or 8OV nfor their ﬁ‘ : -
L Teibute, principalities,  From its bein

prevailed on to pay. Tho proportion of tribato to reyonu® be
wmmmmmwdw,twmwm
i‘”m’byhﬂnxnwb'tbeammpmﬂmmwm W
247, All hills are included in districts m.mlmmm"*ﬁ‘ﬁm. :
e - woro districts (). Some of the rillagsso®

Hil rente " * hills, called “kombe”, have

FRNPSSE————

(l ] 1‘!1!\&.

g impossible, wichout,exw% 2458
| : vassals, to ascertain their incomt mqmwyz’hev ﬁﬁl‘.‘”‘
unequally impossd, and are commonly as much as the sovercign thinks ﬁl‘,la, Mm

butthe

“g k’

e e R i

4
CRE >, S

13
extreme unhealthiness of the larger kombe villages, the scattersd situations of their inhabit-
ants, their jealousy of interference, poverty and independence, have rendered it impracticable
to do more than make arude estimate of their value, by villages or distriets, according to
circumstances. Some have been gettled individually, and by villages, but it has been necessary
to settle others by nadus or whole districte. If the chisfs of some of the larger tracts
were to decline to come to any ssttlement, it would be difficult to compel them, as it is dangerous
for an inhabitant of the plains to remain 24 hours on the hills, and it would b impossibla
to discover the haunts of the hillmen. There is one rangs of mountains, called Kalarayamalai,
forming about 30 miles of the castern boundary of the district between Aftur and Shengamma
(in South Arcot), that has assumed independence (7), and owing fo the circumstances I
have mentioned, the calling it in question has not appeared worthy of a trial. = The settlement
of the hills being generally in the gross, and on a very indefinite proportion of the produce, it
forms a head of revenue distinct from land rent, quit reat, or tribute. e Ly

248, Thess hill rents are always included with the village taxes, quit rents and tribute,
under the general head of land rent: but forming a considerable portion of the jama (m), they .
ought to be separately reported on. ot :

[Here follow calculations of the rent or surplus produce of the labour and industry of the
district, but these caleulations are of no real valuc, as they are based on guesswork, and worked
out by the aid of estimates that are aé best only a[lproximatc,l ; R

97]. 1t is rathor doubtful what mode of management was first adopted after the country
was brought under the dominion of powerful chiefs, and divided
into districts or principalities; but it appears .from the earliest
accounts that the conduct of cultivation, revenue, police and

rusted to establishments of servants whose offices became- hereditary.

The principal ones consisted of natars, manayakars, and sampratis who had the _harge of whole
distriots, and the inferior ones of kaundaus and karanams, who were the .ieads and account- -
 ants of villages. Theso had their establishments of district and village servants, and thero is
 reason to conjecturo that they were entjrely supported, at first by lands and by fees or perquisites
from the produce, till a change of system wus introducad by the Maisur Government, who remu-
nerated their officers with monthly pay or with Tands in liewof pay; from which it appears
that depriviné themn of hereditznry righfskwas the ohjoct of the innovation.

Charges of Collection,

justice was wholly eat

Sy T}}g Eysﬁem which T suppdse to have obtained generally, issaid to have been introduced
in the Baramahal towards the close of the 16th century. In J781 this was abolished, and
orders were given for eccheating the Tnum lands and perquisites. ~ The village servants being
indispensable, théir offices were continued, but in order to bring the whole ex ense of collection
into one account, ib was ordered that all the sorvice lands of the Company’: districts should be
included in the settlement and in the cash accounts.

273. All the Company’s establishmorts of servants are now paid in money ; and their salaries ;
amounted in 1208 to Rs. 385&9, or 18§ per cont of Rs. 1742224, the amount of thefCQmpa,uy’s '

gross collections that year. Though it was not iutended to escheat the Tnam lands of village
servants, it aﬁ rs they have been annexad in the survey registers to the Government lands.

Thess ought probably fo have been én‘t'ergd under a difforent head ; but as that is doubtful, T
have added the amount to the village establishment, which including the collectors’ eommission
and salariss, ma'os the total charges of collection Rs. 836318 or 17} per cont of Re. 2199336
the total gross collections of the Company’s lands in 1208. Taken as they stand, tha whols
charges of collection paid in land and meney come bo Rs. 471236 which is 20 per ¢t of Rs
2335575 the total of the Company’s, the palayakars’ and the jaghirdars’ gross collections on
raiyatvari and inam Jands. : ' '

Progress of the Survey: 283. The several districts were surveyed as follows,

Tiruppzitbur in [203:. C'hi‘gp‘ggi‘xi,4_Dha-rmnp‘m_"i, Vemﬁ{lxx'{*Yani{_\'amhadi,' and K u‘ttm
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in 1204 ; Salem, Belar, Attur, Rasipur, Nangapillai, Senkagiridurg, Yerapadi, Tiruchandur, h

Krishnagiri, and Kambainellur in 1205 ; Viraganur, Shendamangalath, Namakkals Paramati,
Pennagara, Tenkarakottai and Virabadra in 1206 ; Kangundi and Mulpadi in 1207. No
agricultural survey could be made of the hill ranges on account of their unhealthiness. !
286. The survey register being of easy construction, and all the parts of it already explained,
I shall only transpose the boltom line of it to give a closer and more convenient view of its
confeuts.
In fasli 1208. | In fasli 1270. Vi 1
No. of Collectorates (European officers’ charges)..ocoeeses: 3 Nt ‘
No. of districts or tAlUKS. cseesses seavarssin avisamcimsness v 25 9 :
No. of villages...... i Tebsnse weewisasRIE TN AR R 4865 4405 , 3
fixtent of plain country in square DlO8. cooirannnnsiannee wsanaf 0 4907 unknown. !
Do, of hlls 10 O sve sssecesnsonsrnss.in 1262 unknown. {
Do.  of dry cultivation TR0 MOHEB iees oo ensisnsnsassar 1049003 1416866 |
Do. of wet cultivation R B0uke o co5e sossaeusnesians 7602) 97425 }
Do. of dry fallows B i A ehm it st V1] 442248 unknows. :
Do. of wet fallow Rk ciile taiss oics hanouishad 16990 unknown. ]
Do of dry and wet cultivable waste........c.... \ 1046365 399901 !
Do. of hills, woods, villages, roads, tanks ......eeree: | 1475182 1816955 ;
Total......... 1065760 3731147 }
Population P LA 312882 | 646946 |
WRIRDS oo coseses o soossnisans 299989 621954 ‘
Totalw.r| 812871 1268200 |
NO. O ShOOP.coverass oo saresainsunnsasassenssssassisessasnss 633390 490389 i
NO' Ol hUrnd wn‘-oa-nooc.n-u P T TR T T TR L B 56‘398 690850 J
NU, Of P“’ugh"-'--nu-«-s--uuu-....... ----- P LT 57‘90 ’2680 Wt 5 I
| BS. A P ES. A. rc'.. 1’
Assessment of dry arable land per acre... «cociscssnens 1 42 17 - 1
Do.  of ot Arabl0.ccaes o srerssoss saresnasnsnsassassanens <is 7 914 7 1 ‘
.———‘—.—-—_— .
Averago of dry and wet arable . veees snes g 1 98 i 4
T T ]
Assessment of population BOad. coceossnsnns anussnanness ’ 3140 ! )
No. of Sudra!t (Er temuupe:.....m . : 85227 70811 : 1
No. of woekly markets.cosecmessesssssronesse asssioahibanes | 115 “S:nowz‘ i SH.
No. of annual fRirSecesecescssssssonsssossie.ses asnsasses r 376 unknoWs: 1=} b
:—__-_—_,——-————‘ 1-‘\81 ! y s
IAD'] mmoul llf lht! ]l\ins P L L L L L L -n--.----: 174‘2390 193'3380 L8 ]
Do. of the hil'l....................._........i 20779 e ¥
Potal Jand 10k oiveeef 1769168 ____‘3010367
Vi‘;lﬂs-s taxos and JIoonses. . ..ee .. oeeencsntiin ettt 86804 196932
.avlflctnllanma charqges-( Motarfa, tree tax, JSisheries §e.) ‘ 0 "t
Distriot taxes and HOSTS08. coenree. rssernsscsssnsn snamiiss 28253
: e 914135
Abkar‘ dlld ‘hlm,” T T L i L I e L L b . U :
Road and market customs. . ......cosseersssss snsssanasoneess 72445 YT
l"‘om‘ $88 sacnon SRERES b sensainnas 'll-0....0000'!.!'-00‘00000 . el U -7;_—.8;-‘- :
-~ 3
Total....e vod 187 502 pSESE
AT 2337852
G"nd w“l PTT LR l95677l .
—-—'_——j/——-"-.—.’:___—.__d.‘,‘-

—————— e —

(h A portion of these Hills are o this day held free of smessment.
5 : pense

im) Collectiona
(w) Natars or Natamakarars sre still known mhntduﬁ!hkmfd honorary d intermediste
pti by nas The Sampratis Mq‘fw :: '&. patkaranamé of
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