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" Proceedings of the Jladras '(}‘oﬁernn.ig_nt, Revenue l)éﬁarlmeixt; R
o . 5th September 1866. © - -

-

No. 88. -~ Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Rei%er_xue, dated 22nd
3 SR . August 1866, No.5,984, . - . T
Read the following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Secretary -
A to the Board of Revenue, dated 19th July. 1866, No. 274 :— o
"1, In reply to"the;Bqard‘.’s' Procéedings, No. 4,558, dated 5th instant, I have
the honor to inform you that the supply of fuel in most parts of this District is
sufficient for the wants of the community ; along the coast the palmirahs affordall -
that is needed, and to the west the Forests on the Ghauts furnish an almost inex- -
" haustible supply ; the open cotton plains mid-way hetween the coast and the western
Ghauts are less favorably situated in this respect, but even here the cotton stalks and
droppings of cattle supply a large quantity of fuel. "It would be a great boon to the
people iif\tolpes for fire-wood could be conécrv-'ed in - this locality ; but the soil (a
stiff black clay overlaying a substratum of limestone) is not favorable to the growth
of trees, and land is in such demand for cultivation that I doubt if the Ryots could
be induced to turn their attention to the growth of fuel. "When visiting this part -
‘of the country, I will cndeavour to establish Government topes in the neighbour- -
hood of villages, wherever practicable, LT
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9. Ifabranch railway ever connects Trichinopoly with Tuticorin, it must
cross these cotton plains; but as it must also pass through the thickly-wooded
country “between Trichinopoly and Madura, there will be no deficiency of railway
fuel for many years to come. - EE Sl T
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3. I propdse growing casuarinas on the coast, and “planting some fifty acres
near Tuticorin this year.- Several European gentlemen have expressed awish to -
_take up land for this purpose, and the only aid at first required will be, to grant
the land (which is all sheer sand) at the lowest rate of assessment (4 Annias an acro)
. t0 provide seedlings for the first year or two ; and to allow stakes and thorns to be
cut on Government waste free of charge for .fencin'g the plantations. ~ =~ ~ S

——

4, If fdund to be a profitable invésfment, natives Will ;eédily éngage' in
casuarina planting, as thousands of acres just now planted with palmirahs will be
utterly unp;‘oﬁtable for years. While casuarinas planted with ‘palmirahs‘ will not
only tend to preserve the latter, and thereby hasten their growth, but will yield -

- . .

at least two profitable crops while the palmirahs are growing up. -

5. The Forest Department has lately taken chargo of the Forests on the
' B - Wgsterh Ghauts in this District, and the
. 0 . tax imposed on timber folled is high
enough to check Awlaste ;. the rules- proposed q'15é excellent in theory, but cannot be
( enforced in practice, and are set at defiance every day. The two or three peons

; deputed to conserve_ vast tracts of hill and jungle, are content with laying an_
octroi duty on certain lines of road ; indiscriminate felling for making charcoal,

: and the wanton destruction of young seedlings by annually burning the grass and

Lo undergrowth still goes on unchecked in those Districts with which I am acquainted,

‘ and until the hill villagers are held responsible, and* punished for every fire that .,
“ocotrs, and until trasts of Forest are set aside, (as at Streeharikottah, near Madsas) ..

Vide enclosed list.
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and carefully guarded for some years to recover fronx 2 prewous fellmo' I cannot ‘
thrnk that the Forcst Department will’ ever eﬁ'ectually conserve, thoufrh they may
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- Madagiri Veﬁi&u;.
-, Pumbatarai i .«

19£h Jul_; 1866 -

‘r‘x<\‘.

PRIRRDS | The Board request thc Collec‘cor to spare no eﬁ'ort for tho useful cmployy-:{‘ .
ment of hlS sttrrr't l’]antu I‘und m the formatlon of topes "‘and nurserles for .

Wt

well at each sxte noxt to fence the‘spo«",l and 1o rmsc the seedhno's. , Tho Collector ;

‘should requxrc all h‘lS‘ snbordmates, nwhencvcr thcy VlSlt a vxllafre whlch does. not 7 1

already possessé. rrood public tope, to make thc best selectron thoy are able of a
1 site, and hevc it marked out and entrust it to the headman of thc vﬂlawe, and toi :l

> apply e.t once for 2 . ant from the fund for the purpose of smkmﬂ' the. well

" When once water‘ for‘ 'rrxgatxon ha.s becn secured, ‘1t is & comparatwely casy

matter to ensure "the' succcss ‘of the plantmg operatlons.
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. e The Collccfor mll explam why ’che land sou(rht for Casuarma plantatrons,
a3 statcd in parabraph 3, cannot; be gwen frec of assessment for twenty years, :,
prov1ded in the ‘Tope Rules. L :
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‘avenuns. The ﬁrst ‘step should be to. select favorable sites, and to sink a good“‘ ;e
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" Ezxd. 5. T. Augustin.
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Proceedmn‘s of the Madras Gozernment, Revenue Department,

"5th September 1866. -

No. 89.

ORDER THEREON, 5th September 1866, No. 2, 352

Land Revenue.

To the Board of Revenue.

4

Ordered to be recorded
(True Extract.) A R
- (Swned) J. GROSE S

Under ;S'ecretary to Govemmnt
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