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' , . No 300. . Read the followmo' Proccedings of thio Board of. Revenue, date‘d lst
C s } L August 1866, No. 5,282, : L

" Read thc followmo' letter from the Actmnr Collector of Madras, to the Secretary to
“the Board of Revenue, datcd Sydapett 6th July 1868, No, 231 == .. v~

‘1. For a great number of years, probably for the past tlurty years the shell
- . ) ) : S _ ) . o . qnarnes at Chunaml\olum and Ealavoor have been rented out, These quarnes are’
L - o , . S A C scattercd’overa considérable space. They are ‘not uniform or continuous," and

T - . - L ; ’ e o I S ~ their position is dlSCOVCl‘Cd by boring. ~After a time a quarry becomes exhausted,

o ) o : , - ’ . and 13 abnndoned the sites of the exhausted quarrres are- large holes., In these
I : o B o e .v N holes, earth salt eﬁloresces, and used to bo collected and: carried away by the vil-

o L o o S v - 7 lagers. :In order to put a stop to the practrce and protect the salt revenue, about
. " ‘ I - - L - . o N | . . ten ycars 830 a clause was mtroduced into tho contract requiring the renter.to fill.
T _ . o N e LT ‘ : § . ~upeach exhausted quarry The condrtxon has’ never been carried out.- Recently
Lo SRS . Pl - the " :hsildar of Ponnery brouwht the subject to’ notrce, and requested instructions.:

LT Lo o e o LA . On sevaral previous occasions he has brought 1t to notrce, and the renter has been-
B e N ST SN |\ I - addressed by this Offico. For the last cight years, at all events, the shell contract

R R S . S ST R o llas Leen taken and held by the Public Works Department GENEORN »

“ o : S o . B S . "2, It has just been sold by auction for the - ensuing three years, and Captam -
N . ‘ Goddard has bou"ht it. Before knockmvr t down to him, I explained the drﬁlculty
. ' ' in regard to the exhausted holes, and Captam Goddard agreed I should insert in
his contract a clause binding him to abide by any orders respecting them the Board .

Lo e e “0.—\.

|
" U Lof Revenuo or any’ omcr constltuted autuonty mwht t
\ . R .//_

| S L was done. . ST
IR o v 3. Captam Goddard now presses for instructions.; He had a plan tq obvxate
C . : S . all drﬁiculty It was that a trench should be dug in a quarry, and when the trench
1
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}' o was, exhausted a srmrl’rr trench shonld bo befrun, and excavated in its rear, the
: “debris benw cast mto the first trench to ﬁll that up, and so on, all over the qua.rry
' ground ‘But the plan is 1mpractlcablo owmr' to tho deposits’ of shells lying, in.
.patches.:-
exheustcd quarries are numbercd by mrlhons, ‘and extend over thousands of acres,

.and.that to fill . them up would cost “lacs and lacs’of Rupees.” : It appears- frOm
- his remarks that no attempt has ever been made to closo ‘the holes, : "They are ﬁlled
» with water when the Pulicat lake risesin the monsoon ; and when the lake subsrdes '

- after the rams, the water in them soaks down, : ‘and salt is left behind. o T
o 4, Such is the descnptxon of these quarncs It would sccm that, after tho .
) monsoon, “most salt i3 deposrted Each ‘hole is six fect deep and forty feet i m cir-
o é'nmfcreuce. ‘The, shell is found four fect below the surface, and is in beds two feet

I» . -.,_
" '

tluck AN
e S Unt11 deﬁmto 1nstructlons are 1ssued Captaln Goddard states tllat the
- - < working of tho quarrics are at a stand stlll as no sub-contractors will contract with- -
' ' him until they know what will bo requlred of thcm. .1 have, thcrefore, the honor
- to solicit tho immediate orders of the Board.’ ' :
g 6.. From all I can learn, the stipulation as to ﬁllmw up. the holes, is not of
f

any real importance. . Tho efflorescence of salt in them cannot be great, nor can -
the quantity of salt, by the subsxdence of the waters of the Puhcat lake’ after the -

: monsoon, be of momcnt L B OGRSt 5 oY
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Captam Goddard, accordrnn'ly, is at a loss ‘what to”. do. .- He says tho L
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s "foceedmg: qf' llze ﬂ[adra: ‘Government, Recenue Deparlment .
: 13th A:mu:l 1866. : \‘;

7. Itlinkall thati is requisite i3 to issue instructions to thc Salt SupcnntenJ

" dent of Chummkolum, who is a servant on the Nellore Ratablhhmcnt to look after
2 .the old pits and have them cleared at such times as he may think necessary. Mo} .
V. might cmpIO) a few extra hands to do tho work, if inany particular year it L::::"d $
] to Lo greater than usual ; but uuder ordmnry circumstances, his establishment would }
! sufice. It has sufficéd apparcntly in all the past years, bccauso the Tahsildar talkl f\ .
g

of the salt hannw been removcd a3 1t croppcd up. e e T e - ;
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L Jr?-' 8‘ y No. 5 2-.., now undcr the consxdcranou of Govcrmncnt .

.-:;")\'o. 30(;. Onm:n 'rm:m:ov, 13th Au"ust 1866 1\'6. 2 Oa7 e . . :
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Submxt.tmg letter frOm Actmo Collector ot'

'kol.xm and Ezlavoor.‘ %20
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Madras reporting on shell qurries ab. Chunam- '
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