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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
. . « 9th August 1866. ‘

~ No. 199. ;Read'the follox\ving Proceedings of the Bo:ard of Revenue, dated 19th
' July 1866, No. 4,923, S -

Read the following letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Acting Sceretary
<" to the Board of Revenue, dated 15th June 1866, No. 223 :—

1. ~ As requested in the Board’s Proceedings, No. 3,305, dated 17th June 1865,
I have the honor to report on the working of the Scttlement Party in Tinnevelly

.during the past ycar, and to explain the ‘mod? in which I propose to carry on the

work hereafter, - SR N -

2. A few hands entertained on the

November. 1865 were employed in

~ searching records for data, on which to
base commutation rates. On 1st January 1866, the party was made up to its
present strength, and was employed in preparing lists of favorably assetsed villages,
in completing returns of the selling price of grain, and in making experiments in
the yield of érops. ) . . -

F ' 48,434 acres in the Tinnevelly and Ambasamudram Talooks have since been
classified in one hundred and five villages, and the classification of fifty-four villages
has been tested. S ‘ ‘
3. A commencement has thus been made towards determining—
1. 'The produce of the land. - .
9. The future commutation rates. /

o remieees oo - 2 8- Te relative value of boIls 11 one hdudiod and £ve scaticred viflages. =
e No stéps have, however, yct been taken to value soils with reference to each
other in any large tracts of country, or throughout the District generally, or to
determine what soils of similar yicld may be merged in the same tarams. This
relative valuation of soils is one of the earliest processes connected with a Settle-
ment, and demands immediate attention ; but before determining the relative value -
of the soils, it is recessary to determine the area within which the comparison
shall be made, the arcas now selected for separate trcatment and my reasons for
sclecting them, are given at length below. ‘ S

Working of the Establishment during the past ¢
year. ‘ : .

- 4. With the view of seeing how the
new system works, before sanctioning -
its introduction throughout thg District generally, and to ensure its being carried .
out with the hearty co-operation of the Revenue authorities, the Government have
ordered in their Proceedings, No. 2,243, dated 12th December 1864, that the Set- .
tlement shall be made Talook by Talook, and that cach process in the work shall
be supcrvised by the Tahsildar ‘and his subqrdir}vates'.u‘T“hre_allquter part of theso
instructions can be fully acted.up to, but there are difficulties in the way of making
the Sottlement actually Talook by Talook, though none at all in making Settlement -
on natural sub-divisions of the District. C ' )

- 5. Talooks comprise certain clusters of villages selected entirely with refer-
ence to geographical position and distance from head-quarter stations, whereas the
natural sub-divisions, or tracts of country that I propose to substitute for Talooks,
are now chosen solely with reference to the nature of the soil, crops, and irrigation,

and the general condition of the villages.

Mode proposed for carrying out the Settlement.
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" 10. Delay is gain in one respect, for, as observed in the Government Pro-
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t -
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» but I will report on the subject

1. Submitted for the orders of Government, with thg Board’s recommenda-
for carrying out the revision of the assessment -

T
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