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E v PN W T DT YN R -0 g v i ot s I S L ' bt e DL 032, Sk ittt b BB SOBNT G S
\ S . . K ‘ . . ., R . ) /
T A R Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
o s S e ’ R | : | - - 8th August 1866, ., =
) IR S S PR No. 188. ~ Dated 8t/z August 1866 No. 1,997, .
e L Lo S o S SN  Miscellaneous. .- 1. The attention of Government
- R S S T - R S o = has been attracted by a letter published
- o o o ‘ o fﬂ o Y - o i g ’ 1 . in the ‘ Neilgherry Excelsior” from Mr. '
Lo U ' R - - H. S. Thomas, Sub-Collector of Salem, with notes by Sir-Wilford Brett, l\hh’cary
S A TR o _ Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, on the subject of using the -
‘ SR ) } o o - . . S Cactus or Prlckly-pear as fodder for cattle. i
R : . I o 1 - 2, The question of providing food for cattle is one of great importance, parti-
o T Co N oo | . " cularly in seasons like the present, when forage is scarcely procurable, and grain and .
'f) . a S T - o o : . straw are very expensive. The experiments made by Mr, Thomas and his native
SRR L n o L T A servants put it beyond doubt that cattle will eat the plant and thrive on it. - Its
A e, o ] extunded use, edpecially in unfavorable seasons, would, therefore, be the means of
e S L » i preserving much stock that must otherwise perish. o ‘
. . U= ST I . S I . - 3, The Grovernment therefore, resolve to publish the letterand notes alluded
. SR L o SR B S T : ’ to in an appendix to the ¢ Fort Saint George Gazette,” and to communicate them - )
et SRR D et St 0 ' g through the Board of Revenue, to the several Collectors, with instructions to do o .
P e T A L “ their best to induce the people to give the plant a fair trial as food for cattle. The
A B o - T S " Collectors should also be desired to publish the papers in the District Gazettes. - .
‘ o S e “ R - o C - - ‘ 4. Mr. Thomas, who is now acting in an appointment at the Presidency, will ‘
: TR L L N | i “ P ) ~ also be requested to place himself in communication with the Agricultural Society
& AL TR R TR o S % """ . at Madras, and the Government Farm Committee, in view to the experiment being .
PR B : 1 o o ;  tuily tried at the Pr051dency He will also communicate with the Commlssarymf&w T
‘ ‘ \ e ' IR / ' ) 3 " General, in view to the trial of the plant in the Government Cattle Eatabllshments.
| S ‘, R R o L ' 5. The Government learn from His Excgllency the Commander-in- Chief, on
' S Ce ) IR PRI e LT ; ' - . theauthority of Mr. Mclvor, that the species of Cactus growing at Malta, and bear- w
- , Co - R I, e 1ncragood edible fruit, exists also in this country. The Board of Revenue will
ST o e T o ' T i . inquire into this, and submit a report on the subject. If necessary, the true Malta '
ﬁ e T S o o AT plants, or rather all three varieties of them, might easily be obtained from the island,
N - B ' T R ] f 6. The removal of the thorns from the leaves of the Cactus must be both
R E W ) S e Tl e (:‘ ot . R ' troublesome and expensive, and it is desirable that Mr. Thomas shouldturn his atten-
e D S T L e e, o o - ‘ L _ tion to devising a cheap and simple instrument for the purpose.
A Lo R "1‘ S o e . B R ] ‘ : _ (True Extract.) . ,
T LU I R S O VPR S : \ | (Slgned) J. D. SIM, , ‘
- S S S . 7 h PR o | . | ) Secretary o Govemmmt.
[P s . R o R C . N T To the Board of Revenue. : s ’ ‘ ) ™
. T ool LT - e - ) 5 ‘ . » the Superintendent, Gazette Press. .
i U S o e ‘ Co T : »» the Acting Collector of Sea Customs.
. ’ B N K . - . o v N . ' - . * - -
“ S e e T T - " . Exd. T. Cartledge. A y
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