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N Proceedz’ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
v 8th August 1866.

\
Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated oOth
~ July 1866, No. 5 222 —_ ,

Read the following letter from the Collector of Nellore, to the Acting Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated 21st June 1866, No. 189. '
1. I have the honor to request the orders of the Board, with reference to the
shell pits in the villages of Irakam, Venad, and along the south-western shores of
the Pulicat lake.
2. In 1864, the late Cumili Narayamswaml Mudaliar brought to my notice
that our salt revenue was scriously affected by these shell quarries, 'hxch formed a
series of salt beds as the lake dried every year.

3. Early in 1863, the Deputy Collector reported* in' detail on the pits in
question.  He also forwarded a sketcht

of the locality and the position of the
pits, which I herewith Jjforward for the

inspection of the Board and asking him to call on the Contractors to fill up the
pits, and apply to me for orders should they refuse, I myself applied to the Col-
lector of Madras to know whether the Contractors were bound, by the terms of
their agreement, to fill up the pits as supposed by the Deputy Collector, and asiced
at the same time to be furnished with a copy of the Muchilka.

4. Fz om the Muchilka} I found that what the Deputy Collector supposed as to
liability was correct, and that Licutenant-

} Received with letter, No. 179, dated 25th
March 1863, from the Collector of Madras, Coloncl H. W. Hitchins, T E., was the
, ‘ Coutractor.
‘5. I thereon addressed the Superintending Engineer, Fourth Division, and

inquired what steps could be taken by his Department to have the terms of the con-
tract carried out, the contract having been made, I presumed, by Colonel Iitchins

No. 172.

* No 17, dated 12th January 183)
+ Requestel to be returued

in his official capacity.
6. In reply, Coloncl Boileau with liis letter of the 9th August last, No. 1,317,

forwarded two letters, one from Captain Wood, R. E., the other from a person who

signs himself P. J. Somoo Chetty. Captain -Wood styles this latter individual
“ the Contractor.” It is reported that the said Contractor has received instructions

to fill up the pits, and Captam Wood sugzests that the inspection of thu quarries

be dclayed till ¢ the Contractor has reportcd they have been filled up.”
7. In October, the Acting Deputy Collector in charge of the Salt Department,

Mr. Freer, adopted a different course, and reported that no progress had been mada
in filling up the pits. I, therefore, again addressed the Superintending Engineer,

Fourth Division, and in reply, I havo recelved from him, under date the 7th instant,
No. 461, copy of a Report, dated 2nd ultlmo, from the Dxecutlve Engincer, Presi-

dency, Northern Range. .
8. From this report, copy of which is enclosed, it appears that Somoo Chetty

has no intention whatever of filling up the pits, and that to attempt to fill them up

would, in the opinion of Captain Goddard, R, E., ¢ be madness.”
9. Captain Goddard, on inspection, fvund the pits to extend over thousands

of acres, and considers that they * arc no doubt numbered by m11hons, of which
all are not Somoo Chetty’s, only “ some thousands,” which it is added Somoo

Chetty plainly told him he was not going to fill up. .
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department,
»
Bth Auguyst 1866, . ’

and would form 5 capital, cheap, Permanent, gqlt Pan.  The salt would be collected cheaper in i,
than in the regular pans; beeause, Instead of having to lify the water into it by labor, it could
be filled without expense from the lake, below whose surface it lies, or again the trench would
make an excellent channel for salt boatg and shell boatg if desired,

- _J5." Under the present system of quarrying shell Promiscuously, an immense lot of ground
* isleft unworked,

16. Tosum up. There has been no attempt made, nop i3 any cofxtemplatcd (as he fairly
states,) Lr Somoo Cletty to fil} up and level hig shell ground, lUe hag grossly neglected the
whole affair, and ig very mgch to blamo. Ifhe had chosen to visit the spot, he might, no dsubt,
have in a single day €ome to some acrangement fop filling up the Pits.  As it i3, the Gumastah,
who does nos care what happgns, Las had everything his owp way at the Pits, and Somoo Chetty
1s quite content to let things }og’ on as they do, gg e has a large profit, no doubt, by his transac-
tions in chunam with me, The remedy (suggested by me above) lics with the Revenue Depart-
meut. '

—

No. 465,

Copy forwarded to the Collector of Nellore, with reference to hig letter, No. 262, dateq 26Gth :_

October 1863.
Mapeas, (Signed) J. GODDARD, Captain, R, E,,
7th June 1856. Oficiating Superintending Enginecr, 4tk Division,
(True Copy.)
(Signed) J. w, p, DYKES,

.

Excrosorz No. 2.—Plan.
L. Ordered that the foregoing letter bo submitted for the consideration gp

- orders of Government,

2. The whole Gaestion in connection with the shell quarries a¢ Irakam

Venad, and along the south-western shores of the Pulicat lake, raised by the Col.
lector of Nellore, depends on the terms of the contract entered into by the Publie
Works Department with Somoo Chetty, who ig stated by that Department tq be
the real Contractor,

3. The Board suggest that an inquiry ba made, and information required op
the following points :—

made with Colonel Hitchins, especially as to the condition requiring the f].
ling up of the pits.

Il Whether tLis condition is expressly included in the contract entered
into with Somoo Clictty.

-« The date of the contract, if the above condition is included, ang

whether right of action is barred at all by lapse of time,

IV. Ifthe condition is not included, who s to blame for tho omission, and
what means there may be of proceeding against the offending party.

4. If Somoo Chetty is bound, by the coaditions of hig contract, to fill up tho
pits excavatod by him, it s idle for him to say that Jo won’t and can’t so fill thor
up. It appearsto the Bogrd that action should be taken, provided right of action
docs lie, to compel him to fulfit the conditions of Lis contract, It is important thag

LY

Collector,

8

5&!

5

¢
: t, Revenue Department,
ing the Madras Government,

Proceedm’”" v 8tk August 1866. -

i the
the reveaue should bo protceted, and pits of

5 ‘ 1 Much'lka rcferrcd to
i 1 é()l]; : Tr Of L\;Cllore 'Should hm’c Sublnlttedtthe 1

. ThO ec 0 . 5 1 t .

ill Pala”mph 4, and the COI‘I‘CSPOD(ICDCO quOth 1n hlS etter

89.
ORDER THEREOY, 8th August 1866, No. 1,9

No. 173, The Doard will make the inqu;l‘ig:):‘fge SSILO:)%::S' ;
Xiscelloneous, procuring a copy of the contract bon _
tending Enginecr.
(True Extract.) ‘
. - (Signed) J. D. SIM’

Secretary to Government,

To the Doard of Revenue.

Exd. T. Cartledge.

nature describad must certainly |

o am
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