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No. 5. Read the following letter from tile‘Oﬁiciating Inim Commissioner, to
the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint
George, dated Madras, 21st July 1866, No. 5 :—

1. In conducting the Inim Scttlement of the District of Malabar, Mr. Ballard
fixed quit-rents on Indms, with reference to the existing rates of assessment, adding
a remark in each case that the quit-rent would be subject to revision, when a’
general revision of asscssment should take place in the District.

2. On noticing this, I informed Mr. Dallard that the quit-rents imposed on
‘Inims in this Settlement are intended to be permanent; but he states that the
assessments on dry and garden lands in his District are of a very imperfect charac-
ter, more especially those on garden lands, which latter were fixed with reference to
the number of trees which existed on the lands at the date when they were assessed. \
. He, thercfore, proposes to add a remark iu the Title Deeds to the effect that the R

quit-rent will be liable to revision at the general revision of assessment in the -

District, and that the quit-rent will be redecable whenever a permanent assess-
ment has been fixed.

3. The additions proposed are shewn in pencil in the accompanying Titlo ‘
Deed, which I request may be returned to this office, - C

4. I at first consented to Mr. Ballard’s proposal, but on further consideration
I was of opinion that it would be better to make the quit-rent at once permanent.
I, therefore, suggested to Mr, Ballard the advisability of corrccting the garden
assessment, where necessary, on J‘some equitable data, in preference to making any
alteration in the form of Title Deed, and in the general system adopted throughout
the Presidency. M. Ballard, however, considers that, under the special circum-
stances of the District, the scttlement already made should be left undisturbed.

9. Copies of the correspondence are herewith submitted.

6. I continue to think that by far the preferable course would be to make

the quit-rents permanent at the present time, the chicf object of the Commission

" being to make a final* scttlement with

* See Section 8 of the Inim Rules. the Indmdars once for all, and to rcnder

the quit-rents redecmable at their option.

7. Owing to a similar difficulty regarding assessment on the Inims in the

District "of Kurnool , the Government at first directed the Indm Scttlement of the

District to be postponed, pending the Survey and Settlement - of the. - lands;

' but on subsequent representations au.

1 Order ofGovernment, dated 16th March 1861, thorizedt the Deputy Collectors of this

o. 619 Department "to assess lands at certain

equitable rates for the purposes of a permanent quit-rent, and in fact 'th%s I?epax:t-

ment asscssed Indms throughout the Northern Circars, and in other Dlstrl.ct? in

which thcre were no regular field assessments. I can see no reason why a similar
course should not be adopted in the District of Malabar.
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them on some equitable data in hard cases, or where the assessments are palpably
low with reference to the capabilities of the land. o

13. I make no remarks regarding the assessment on wet lands, because Mr.
Ballard states that thé revision of the wet assessments is not so much called foras of
those on garden lands, and that it is not likely to take place for some time to come.

14. Therate of 6 Annas anacre, at which all the dry Indms havebeen assessed,
docs not appear to be immoderately low, considering the generally unproductive
character of dry lands in close proximity to the coast.

15. From paragraph 5 of the Procecdings of the Doard of Revenue, dated
26th Sceptember 1863, and the Order of Government thercon, dated 17th October
1865, No. 2,514, I observe that, while there is po probability of any revision of
assessment taking place in the District of Malabar within a short time, the Board
and Government do not agree with Mr. Ballard that the existing rates of assessment
arc low, or that their revision would be remunerative to Government.

16. Under these circumstances, I beg strongly to recommend that the quit-
rents already fixed on wet, garden, and dry lands, with reference to the existing rates -
of assessment, may be declared to be permanent, Mr. Ballard being permitted to
revise them at once in such cases in which the parties may complain of the heavi-
ness of the assessment, or in which he may consider the assessment to be unduly low.

17.  Should, however, the Government be disposed to adopt Mr. Ballard’s sug-
gestion of declaring the quit-rents on garden and dry lands liable to future revision,
I beg to solicit their authority for introducing the necessary alterations in the form

of the Title Deed.

18. None of the Title Deeds involving the charge of quit-rent have yet been
distributed to the parties.

19. Where wet and garden lands have been hitherto held by the same indi-
vidual, or institution, I have granted but one Title Deed as usual ; butin the event
of the Government sanctioning an alteration in the form ‘of Title Deed, I propose to
cancel the Title Decds already prepared, and to issue fresh Title Deeds for wet lands,
8o that the quit-rent imposed on fhem may remain unaltered.

No. 6. OxpEr THEREO, 1t August 1866, No.-1,913.

1. The Government concur in opinion with the
Inim Commissioner that it is not desirable to have the
Scttlement of the quit-rent on the garden Inims in

Malabar an open question for an indefinite time, and thus really to nullify in great
measure the objects of the Commission.

9. There is no immediate prospect of a revision of the garden assessmer'xt in
Malabar generally, and if such a revision be made, it is very uncertain what direc-
tion it would take; but it.is by no means improbable that the system of a Tree toll

" would be abandoned, and that no such incrcase of as_sessmcnt W(_)I?ld take plac\e as

Mr. Ballard appears to anticipate.

Land Revenue.\
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To the Officiatirs Infima Commissioner.
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Proceedings of the Madras Govei-zz}nent, Revenue Department,
’ 1st August 1866. t

——

3. The Government desire that tho Inims in question be settled permanently

with reference to the existing rates of assossment, -

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J, D, SIN,

Secretary to Government.

. »» the Board of Revenue. i

|
»» the Oliciating Dircctor of Revenue Settlement. -

Exd. T. Cartledge,

S —
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