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l’rbéeediﬁg: of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Depariment,
- 31st July 1866.

No. 584. Read the following letter from the Collector of Ganjam, to the Acting

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated
Chetterpore, 11th July 1866, No. 1,647 :—

1. T have the honor to report, for the information of Government, the details
of the application given to the various sums granted for the relief of the distress
now prevailing in the Northern Division of Ganjam. As the money contributed
by Government has been used to supplement private contributions, the accompany-
ing account shews the use to which the entire fund at our disposal has been put.

2. The first contributions were raised in February,  Ilouses of relief have
since that month been maintained at Berhampore, and since March at Ganjam and
Chetterpore, and subsequently (as distress became more widely spread) at Rumba,
Purshottapore, Russclcondah, Iloomah, and Aska.

3. The applicants for relief have been and continue to be always on the

‘ increase, as will be scen in the table®

which records the expenditure of succes-
sive months.

* Will be seut to-morrov.

4. For the earlicr months, during which subscriptions came in slowly, and it
was not apparcnt how far we could rely on private contributions, and whether any
assistance would be afforded by Government, our operations were necessarily
limited, and we could not relieve adequately the crowds which beset our relief
kitchens, because with months of famine before us it scemed specially necessary to
busband our resources. .

5. In June the first grant from Goverument, amounting to 10,000 Rupecs,
was given, followed soon after by sanction for an expenditure of 15,000 Rupees to
be spread over five months. .

6. The contributions of the general public and those raised in the District,
' amounting in all to 12,000 Rupees,

Berbampore ... 2"},:30 togcther with tho Government grants of
Rumba ee e e e 1,000 10,000 and 15,000, have been spent and
g:g.'ﬂ; g‘:g are still in course of expenditure on the
ChetJterpore Ll oo 500 relief houses, where cooked rice and
Asks e 200

Soorada 300 Tagey are distributed once a day to ?ho
Russelcondah ... ... .. .. 1000 poor of thelower classes who can receive
relicf in this form. Their numbers aro
8o constantly growing that I can only
give them approsimately at 6,300, or more than double the number given in my
letter, dated 11th June, No. 1,207. .

7. Owing to the starving coundition of a great number of the Ryots who cannot
be relieved at the kitchens, it became necessary to devise other means for their
relief, and for this purpose I applied to the Government for permission to distri-
bute first to 1,000 familics and subscquently to 1,600 families of this class a weekly
dole of uncooked rice, so as to give onc meal daily to cach individual, and 1,500 bags
(minus 22 lost in the surf) have been received, and 2,000 more are cxpcctcd: T icLEcts '
to the number of 1,263 have been issucd and more will follow. The distribution
commenced on the 29th ultimo. '

Total... 6,300

»
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-too late. The relief administered in the earlie

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
31st July 1866.

8. The Government, as a fprther source of relief, have also sanctioned an
expenditure on Minor New Works to the extent of 15,000 Rupees. Of this sum,
10,000 are being expended in the purchase of grain at Masulipatam, in order to the

payment of the laborers in kind. Several small works have been fixed upon, and
are about to bo begun. :

9. Sinco the rapid expansion of our operations (the number provided for
having been at once doubled on reccipt of the second grant from Government. and
since then constantly extended to meet the daily influx of fresh applicants) i’t has
become necessary to have grain in large quantities stored at or near the places where
distribution takes place, and we have no less than 28,500 Rupees worth of grain’
purchased, and in course of transport by sea for the use of the relief houses (includ-
ing four establishments of the kind maintained from funds supplied by tl,le Court-
of Wards, and which do not appear in thisaccount). None of this supply has as yet
reached us, and as it is now difficult to land cargo, the supply of the relicf houses
would have run short had we not indented on the 1,500 bags lately landed for the
relief of distressed Ryots; this rice will be re-placed on receipt of the expected
cargoes. |

10. Lastly, I have to advert to a promised grant of 20,000 Rupees from the -

North-West Famine Furd. Although this money was raised originall
subscriptions, and though it is true that its expenditure on a public work, such as
the Chilka canal, would scrve the public at the expense of private Con’tributou
who had no such object, yet adverting to the fact that payment for simple labor
is the form in which relief is most grateful to the people, and that the re'r‘ular
organization nccessary on a large work greatly facilitates the distribution of roeli of
and in consideration that the intended canal would cross the centre of the Dietric;
now suffering most severely, I proposed to the Government to undertake it, deem.
ing that the obvious scruples enumerated above might well give way to th; armu.
ments in favor of a measure so much in the interest of those concerned, As tll;xia

¥ by private

proposal has been negatived, however, and as some provision has been made for.

the support of Government Ryots south of the river, we propose to expend 15,000
Rupees out of tho North-West grant in helping the same class, in this the r’n ost
afflicted part of the District in the same way and on the same scale as I have
described in speaking of our Ryots. | ,

" 11. Tho estates of Hoomah, Paloor, and Beredy,
over which it is proposed to spread this relief, are not in
outlay ; the proprietors of the two former are utterly im: i
of ch l’attcr, which is under the management of thyelé? overished, and the resources

. . . urt of Wards, have alread
been heavily taxed, in various forms of relief to the am ) alrea
_ ; ount
7,000 Rupees. unt of from 6,000 to

which comprise the tract
a condition to support the

- 12, Haying thus detailed the means by which we hay
present calamity, and acknowledging thankfully,
the people, the liberality of the Government and
have aided us, I should be wanting in my duty
that the remedy has been deferred too long,and ,in

o attempted to meet the
on behalf of the Committee and of

of those generous persons who
did I withhold the painful fact
the case of great numbers, applieci
r months was no doubt utterly

[ 3

Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Depariment,
3lst July 1866.

)

inadequate to the numbers who required food, in fact we were compelled to restrict
the distribution to the worst cases, and numbers went away unfed ; now hundreds of
persons who are too far gone for recovery present themselves. I say this, because
it is the true explanation of the melancholy spectacle afforded by our relief houses
(where little or no improvement can be traced in the appearance of the recipients),
and because it accounts for the deaths which so frequently occur among them.

13. I enclose three accounts. The first shews the date at which the relief
houses were opened, and their rapid enlurgement. The second is a statement of
receipts and disbursements, and in the third will be found the names of those who
gratuitously (in all but two cases) discharge the arduous duties of superinteadence.

No. 585. OspEr THEREON, 31st July 1866, No. 1,002.

1. Ordered to be communicated to Messrs.
Arbuthnot & Co., the Treasurers of the Ganjam Relicf
Subscription Fund, and to the Gencral Relief Com-
mittee. ' o

2. The prospects of next harvest in the District are good, and the Govern-
ment trust that the means available to the Collector will enable him to afford
the relicef required in the interval.

3. As regards the account of the expenditure, it may be observed that of
the Rupees 15,000 shewn as advanced for purchase of rice and ragi at Madras,
Rupees 8,800 were invested at Cocanada through the Collector in rice, which has
been sent up to the Collector of Ganjam, and the balance, Rupees 6,200, was
assigned for purchase of ragi in Madras, of which a portion has also becn sent,
and the remainder will be despatched shortly. "

4. Two sums of Rupces 2,000 each were in the same way placed at the
disposal of the Superintendent of Marine, out of the subscribed funds in Messrs. -
Arbuthnot’s hands, for the purchase of ragi to be sent up in the * Arracan”
Government Stecamer. The supply purchased with the first advance has been
despatched. The second supply will bo despatched shortly. /

5. The Collector will convey the best thanks of Government to the gentle-
men who have aided him in administering the relief.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.’

Miscelaneous, l

To the Collector of Ganjam.
,» Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.
., the Famine Relicf Committee.
,» the Supcrintendent of Marine.
»» the Board of Revenue.
. the Accountant General.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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