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- Proceedings of the M adras Government; ,Rev;’nue.l)epartmenl, ]L-]
. ' - 30th July 1866. '

-No.. 560. Read the fdllowing Proceedings of the Baard of Revenue, dated 21st
July*1866.
Read the following letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to the. Acting Sccretary
to the Board of-Revenue, dated Ootacamund,.16th July 1866, No. 181 :—

1. - In pursuance of the ihstructior_m conveyed in the Proccedings of the Board
of Revenue, dated 22nd February last, No..1,28),, I have.the. honor to.subumiit the
spccial season report for the fortnight ending the. 15th June last. '

9. Partial showers-have failen of late, and as:there is-a prospect of more rain
it is hoped that the condition-of the castern portion of the District will improve.

3. Where rain has fallen’ foragv_is becoming more plentiful, but there is still 1
a greater want of it, and cattle and shecp suffer accordingly.

4. The priccs of all kinds of grain have risen much.. In places they are at
fumine rates almost. At Ootacamund rice was sold at 2§ Madras meusurcs per
Rupee, and grain at 5 or 5} ditto. In Suttimungalum Talook grain was sold at 5
measures per Rupce. T bis part of the country, it is to be remarked, supplies the
Hills with much grain.

5. Cultivation is being procceded with in many parts of the District. If
rain becomes general, all will be well; but if it fails, the coming season will be a

trying ounc. .
¢. With reference to the rematk by tho Doard of Revenue in their Proceed-
i'ngs dated 5th July, regarding the number of deaths ot tho road between Neddi-
vuttum and Ootacumuud, I beg to state that it is except at Neddivattum arvd
Pycara, where commodious and comfortable Chuttrums have been erected for native
travellers, expored to the full force of the south-west monsoon, and the deaths which
have taken place are to be attributed solcly to tho great cold generated by the high .
wind and rain. Upto tho present time twenty-five deaths have been reported. ;
A greater mortality than has ever yct been known. Theerection of two more Chut- !
trums, one midway between Neddivuttum and Pycara, and another between the ;
latter place and Ootacamund would, I think, prove a great boon to native travellers, :
and tend to the preservation of life.  Two small Chuttrums would suffice, espeeially !
if the localitics around them were well planted out with Australian Acacias, which '
would goon grow up and break the force of the wind and drifting rain. Indeed, the _ i
1

formation of plantations at some of the most exposed parts along the south side
of the road would protect travellers. The attention of the Conservator's Depart-
ment might, with advantage, be dirccted to the formation of plantations as above
desceribed.  The trees when full grown would, from their vicinity to the road, find -
a rcady market, espccially as by the time the trees are full grown there will bo
bandy traflic on the road, which will be the great highway between Wynaad and :
Ootacamund. '

P

Subinitted for the information of Government, with the Board’s recommenda-
tion that instructions beissued to the Department Public Works and Forest Depart
meat on \tlm subject of tho Colilectox‘.u suggestions in paragraph 6. .. el Sl ol
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(Signed) J. GROSE, ‘,
Under Secretary to Government.
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