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) S { ' k Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, _Rev‘enue Department, "
' | e 30th July 1868, - $ '
- | - | R | l . No. 530.  Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the - :
: - ‘ S f Acting Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cudda- ]
A lore, 24th July 1866, No. 82 :— . - s 3 '

1. . A public Meeting has been called by'me for Moriday next, the 30th instant,‘
to discuss the measures necessary to be adopted to meet the present and prospective
distress in this District... . . I ‘ T )

2. Although ' famine may not be immediately Aimminent, still the very
unpropitious character of the passing scason, and the absence of all cultivation up
to this time, while the cultivating scason itself is rapidly passing away, are painful

; reminders that the timo for action has arrived, in order to avert in part the misery
' and wretchedness which must shortly ensue.

'3. Even should it please God to visit the country with abundance of rain at
this late period of the scason, it will be five or six months before thero will bo any
grain available; and it is this interval which calls for the adoption of provident
weusures, in order to mitigate the terrible distress which scems inevitable,
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4. Iam sanguine of considerable success in the efforts I am about to make
to raise funds on the emergency, and although put forth to the utmost, local energy
must fail adequately to meet the requirements of the occasion, but supplemented,
as I trust those efforts will be from the public treasury, it is possible that under i
judicious and able mapagement, we may be able to tide over the crisis under
circumstances of comparative alleviation ; aud it is on this account that I desire to ' !

. ascertain whether I may be authorized to inform the Meeting at which I shall
! preside, whether and to what extent Government will be prepared to supplement
local contributions,

~

5. The principal Native residents and merchants are, I believe, ready to
c come forward liberally, and I propose to raise funds in two ways : first, by imme-
diate donations for the purchase of grain; and, secondly, by monthly subscriptions for ‘
the next few months, in order to keep up the supply in all the Cusbah towns of the !
District, where the distress and scarcity: may be most pressing; and I am anxious
t learn beforehand what assistance we may calculate on from the Government in

L aid of our own efforts, I, therefore, trust the Right ITonorable the Governor in ’
{
|

U

~Council may Le moved to a favorable consideration of this application; and that I
may be favored with such instructions as will have the effect of stirring up the
people generally to greater earnestness and a greater interest in the cause.

6. I propose to report to Government the result of the Meeting ; and mean-

o) 5
while I venture to encloso copy of a Notice which has been put in circulation both ’
oy ’ in English and Tamil, in the hope that all of every class who have the means will o
A i attend and take part in the discussion, and give of their substance liberally as the +

- - ' . occasion 8o urgently demands at the hands of all. ’
! ‘ . | _ '
! No. &31. Orper THEREON, 30th July 1866, No. 1,875. {

1. A full reply to the Collector’s inquiries will be
found in Proceedings of Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, 25th July 1866, No. 1,861. CHRY S

Miscellaneous.
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l’roceedmn: of the diad: s vaernment, Revenu. vepw..iment, .

2. He will observe that tho Government are prepared to contribute the

i
; ‘such contributions will be disbursed to the Madras Relief Committee.

" 3. 1Mis special attention is called to paragraph 3 of the Proceedings, and he :
;‘ i8 requested to arrange as expeditiously as possible, in consultation with the Engi-

indicated by Government. Gratuitous relief should be given only to those who are
phymcally incapablo of carning a livelihood.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. GROSE, |
Under Secretary to Government.

-~

" To the Collector of South Areod.”
»» the Board of Revenue,

£23. 8.7, Avgutis.
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equivalent of any sum which may be raised in Madras or the Provinces, and that

' neer Officers of tho District, for the commencement of works of the description '
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