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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Recenue Department'

) 20th July 1866.

-

Read the following papers :—

No. 491. From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Secretary to Govern-
ment, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Qotacamund, 22nd
June 18¢6, No. 54. ’

1. Referring to the Proccedings of Government, Revenue Department, and
their Order thercon, dated 26th March 1866, No. 730, I beg to inform you that
. ) ‘ Mr. Hannyngton was called on to audit’

* Palc:‘cec:,f;?s L'uf:t?ct:g:;‘?i;“ ;\‘g"s"."t Bookand -y iontenant Nichol’s accounts in copnec-

Packet No. 2, containing a statement of tion with the Neddiwattam Chinchona

accounts audited by Messrs. O'Shaughnessy  Plantation. of which he has been in
and Daws.n. i

2nd. Licutenant Nichol's accounts sent in charge for some time past, as Assistant
on April 16th. Superintendent. Mr. Ilannyngton’s ori-
3rd. A letter from Mr. Mclvor objectingto P . ) ,) e d
certain charges in the above accounts aud 8inal letter with the marginally® note
forwarding a revised account. ... .. enclosuresis forwarded for the informa-
Packet No. 3. containing Licutenant Nichol's . .
account as made out by him on May 25th, tion of Government. Ic* has been
with letter of the eamo date. unable to come to any satisfactory con-
Packet No. 4, Mcmorandum of Licutenant . .
Nichol's aceounts. clusion,; regarding the accounts, and I
confess that my endeavours to do so have

been equally unsuccessful.
2. The accounts to bo -audited extend from August 1564 to February 1866,
a period of no less than twenty-two months.
3. Licutenant Nichol produced two statements of accounts A. and B., embrac-
ing this period. Statement A. extending from August 1864 to December 1865,
shews a balance against Licutenant Nichol of Rupees 604-3-6 ; Statement B., embrac-
ing the months of January, February, and March 1866, exhibits a sum of Rupees

s
[

<o 512-5-0 in favor of Licutenant Nichol. For the twenty-two months Lieutenant
- Nichol and Mr. McIvor’s accounts stand as follows :—

"(Fractions of Rupees are excluded.) :
Dr. Cr.

\ Licutenant Nichol e e eee e e 5,842 5,842
: Mr. Melvor ... ... ... o .. .. .. 6,183 3,689
a4 Shewing a balance of Rupees 2,494 still unaccounted for by Licutenant Nichol;
} ’ of this balance Rupees 856 are due for tools supplied to Licutenant Nichol. They
\ ‘ are most probably on the Estate,  and therefore giving him credit for their valuo

: ' : ' ' there still remains a balance of Rupees 1,608, according to Mr. McIvor’s account,

o - o | - - .. S n duc by him. Most of the items contained in Statements A. and B, sent by Licute-}
| | T - . ) nant Nichol. are disputed by Mr. McIvor, and as Licutenant Nichol is unablo .to
' . ‘ 4 ) produce dctailed vouchers for some items, and no vouchers at all for others, {vide

L - o IR o S Y his letter in packet No. 3,) itis difficult to arrive ata satisfactory conclusion
o | | o | I ~’-{- ‘regarding them. I believe that Messrs. O'Shaughnessy and Dawson, with Mr.
o . o h A MZIvor’s sanction, audited Lieutenant Nichol’s accounts up to December 1865 ; but

~-if any credit 13 to be placed in Mr MeclIvor's remnarks in his letter, dated the 3rd

“ultimo, No. 2, to Mr. Hannyngton, their audit must hav.c.bccn of a very pc.rfunc-

‘tory kind. In paragraph 3 of the said letter, when wiiting (.)f one of the itcms,

‘he says that he is called on to pass a charge of Rupces G43, whilst the value of the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

20tk July 1866. -

work performed amounts to Rupees 92-8-0 only. How this could have happened
it is diflicult to imagine, unless Messrs. O’Shaughnessy and Dawson simply lookcd to
the voucbers placed before them without ascertaining whether the work aliuded to
had been done. Considering ths lengthened period over which the accounts
extend from August 1864 to March 1866, the general want of vouchers for the
expenditure incurred, the unsatisfactory nature of the vouchers produced, und the
extraordinary manner in which tho accounts scem to have been kept, if it can
really be said that they have baen kept, I confess that it seems uscless to expeet to
be able to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion regarding the expenditure, I
should therefore recommend that Mr. McIvor be directed to draw up a statement,
after cxamination of work done on the Nediwattam Plantation, and cousultation
with Mr. C. R. Daw.son now in charge of the said plantation, for submission to
Government, on consideration of which the case may be finally disposed of.

4. Licutcnant Nichol is an Invalid Officer of limited means, and if held
responsible for money not satisfactorily accounted for, he would Le
to make it good, as no security, I believe ‘
charge of the Plantation.

unable, I fear,
» was taken from him on his assuming

No. 492.  From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Secrctary to Govern-

ment, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Coimbhtore, 30th
June 1866, No. 57. )

With reference to my lett
.® From J. C. ITannyngton, Fsq., Special Ascis. 22nd instant, No. 5. 1 T e of the
tant Collector of Ootacamund, dated 29th . 0% No. of, cg to forward
June 18G6. ~ the marginally® noted letter, with enclo-

sure, for the iuformation of Government,
No. 492a. From Lieutenant G. NICHOL, Bombay Invalid Establishment, to
the Secretary to Government, Revenue Departinent, Madras, dated Ootaca.

mund, 4th April 1866. .

1. I have the honor to acknowledgo the receipt of Your communication of the
26th ultimo, Nos. 414, 415, 416, of the Procecdings of the Madras Government
(last cvening) in compliance with which I have this day lodged in the Office o;‘
the Special Assistant Collector, all the books I had belonging to Government ; but

I wish to be allowed to retain such papers as will be necessary for mo to support

my position. _
2. AsIhad i)reviously to the reccipt of your communication again addressed

the Chief Sccretary to Government, I now have the honor of enclosing

you a
copy of my letter.

No. 492s. From Licutenant G. NICIIOL, Bombay Invalids, to the Acting Chief
Secretary to Government, Madras, dated Chittoor, 16th July 1863.

I have the honor to request you will be good enough to let me know the deci-
sion of Government on the report furnished by Mr. Hannyngton, with respect to
my accounts with the Neddiwattam Estates, that I may bo enabled to recover the
sum due me previous to my departure for Europe on Medical Certificate.
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Proceedings of the Maidras Government, ltecenue Depariment,
20tk July 18¢€6.

-

No. 492c. . OrnpEr Tucrroy, 20th July 1856, No. 1,835.

1. The state of things reported i the above papers
is very unsatisfactory, and Mr. Mclvor is greatly to blame
for allowing the accounts of any of his subordinates to be
kept in o inefficient a manner, but under the circumstances stated by the Collee- @
tor and Mr. Hannyngton, it appears to Government that the audit made by Messrs.
O’Shaughnessy and Dawson of the accounts to the end of 1865 must be accepted,
for the Government find nothing to support Mr. McIvor’s assertion in his letter of
3rd May that ‘‘ they almitted unvouched charges on asupposition that vouchers
‘“for a portion or the whole of the balance unaccounted for may be yet forth- .
coming.” '

2. So far as the Government sce, Messrs. O'Shaughnessy and Dawson admit-
ted only vouched charges, and merely stated their opinion that from the dificulty
experienced in finding the vouchers which supported the admitted items, it sccmed
not improbable that vouchers for a portion, if not the whole of the unadmitted
charges, might yet be forthcoming, a supposition which the facts of the case seera
certainly to have warranted.

3. Accepting then this scttlement of accounts to the end of 1865, and giving
Lieutenant Nichol credit for his pay for
February and March, which it would
seem has not been disbursed, Mr. Ilan-
nyngton finds a balance in Lieutenant Nichol’s favor of Rupces 320-3.6, at the
close of the account, which sum the Government desire may be paid, in full and
final adjustment. '

4. They sce nothing to be gained by.calling on Mr. McIvor to preparca
statement of the value of work done on the plantation. It is far too Jate now to
expect any satisfactory result from such 8 measure. -

5. Mr. MclIvor will be directed to submita report to Government of the
arrangements maintained by him for checking the expenditure of Government funds
by his subordinates, shewing the dates up to which the accountg of the several planta-
tions have been passed, and what unaccounted balance is outstanding against each
of his subordinate entrusted with the expenditure of funds.

(True Extract.)

(Sigued) W. HIUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary lo Government.

Miscellaneous. '

(Not March only as stated in Mr. Ilannyngton’s
letter apparently by a clerical omission.)

To the Collector Coimbatore.
,» the Superintendent Government Chinchona Plnbﬁoga.

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.
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