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- Procee(lmgc qf tbe Jlallras G’orcrnment Revenue Departmeni
- A 28[/1 J!au 1866.\ SRNN : -2

V:Apnl 1866 No. 2 7 28 :

Read the ;’followmﬂ' letter from the Collector of Malabar, to: the Secretary to' the :
: o . ,Board of Revenue, dated Cahcut 14th Malch 1866 N 0. 910

®oamen o ik

R

DR In contmuatmn of my letter to your address of the 8th’ Auo'ust last -
: : N . 168 I have the’ honor: to snbnut copies, of a letter to" my address from the
A Assrstant Secretary to. Government Lerrxslatlve Department and of a. rev1sed Blll
P b to enable landholders in certaln localities to make pI‘OVIblOll for the constructmn,
P o repalr, and mamtenance of cross-roads in the Dlstnet in whmh the1r lands are
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‘ orlrrmal Draft B111 “but I refrret to see that even asit now staud:., the Bill entlrely
o fails to recoomze the sunple and most 1mportant prmmple the only prmcxple on:
AT wluch as it: seems to me._ such a. measure can’ eqmtably work \'1z., that those who
L desue and malnly beneﬁt by the BrlI should have power to asseSs therr own property

o pELy by

5 dee Collector to Board , dated Sth August 186.), -
- and Collector s Memorandum, dated — 1dem. <

ﬂwxdely from those “of the ordmary cultxvators, should be entrusted Wlth ‘the power
‘f_not only to assess themselves but to assess a number of petty cultrvators as just said
»:Who have in many respects drvergmg mterests ; and who, moreover have nerther
vorce nor vote regardmfr the applxeatron of the Brll to thelr locahty, nor reﬂ‘ardmg;-_

under'it‘ nor’ “the émploynienat;of “the f@ﬁde‘that are s ~ =

If the number of ‘rice. cultlvators quahﬁed to vote in any_ locahty is, suﬁiclent
to carry the day, I venture to say that the Brll wﬂl never be mtrodueed there. S
NS 7 the rxce cnltxvators are few, or, ‘ag probably,mll be more generally tlxe case LT
7 though numerous enough not’ quahﬁed to. vote, then, I respectfully mzuntam th e"i -1

g act1on of the Bill, When }ntrodnced will be unﬂnr %

: 5 N would therefore, again submlt for cons1deratton, whether the most nay5
only, equ1table arrangement is not What I before . proposed or somethlno smular.
vxz., to prescnbe What are to be cons1dered “ Estates” for the purposes of the Act
proprxetors power to assess themselves and themselves only, exceptmg,




;tmuld be, of course, open to theC«;llec
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Q_xstrxet F ,u_nds ; surely, 4 morc nafux al.;
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constructlon &c‘ of cro' s-roads.

in’ so'far as tho lovy ¢ of tolls on: then' commumcatmns e
ance fr, 'nz the pnbhc. 5

3 mterest of a

“t to be o‘tpccted that tlmt clas,s erl object to: have 2 la
: Jected to’ assessment mmnly for the les mtelests

;’JAﬂ{Q it

SR AR R

R .y

dz‘F'Eé‘w ke

aa

s SN peivezms, "l'-“znr B> YR T A T Ay - VW
Procee ke JlI ad: as Government, Rerenue De

2811 May, 1866; e

B IR
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would otherwxse fall on s own’ Pmperty only i Undor such cu‘cumslldn:: ﬂtl:t?l
8, .the

most conscxentxous planter. could ‘hardly. b '
y ¥y-be blamed oI ;
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.mth, the ewzprcssxon of the Board’j general concurrenoe n Mr B&ll‘n'd v =
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g;:-»"'l’roceedm"-? of t/ze ,l[mlrm- Government Revenue Department
R 281/: l[ay 1866

" g i 2 A small numerlcal mmonty of enterprmnrr Enghshmen, possessmn- large
; estates partlally cultxvated w1th valuable exotw -erops,, should not be entrusted
‘ w1th the: - power, even m conjunctron w1th some natwe landowners, followmt* the’
same system, of assessmo- ‘the lands of tlxe numencal maJonty of the Natwe rural
'pooulatlon en(ra(red in- the tradltronal cultures o£ the: country Such -a~ power
- might’ have been " conferred in:too great a ‘measure by the. omtrmal drafts of :Bills
framed on': this subject in whlch a plurahty of votes- Was a\\arded to 'the” large’
landholders, wlule a great number of small landholders Were excluded altorrether.
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’ 'l‘he mod1ﬁcat10ns sumrested by Mr. Ballard elnmnate the dano'er “of %
- oppresswe actton on the part of the large landholders, but do 80 by depnvmo' the'
‘» ‘Ryot of all share in the dutles, responsxbrhtres, and beneﬁts of the prOJected system.
i The Collector sumrests a scheme under. "which the forelrrn propnetors and’ native "
proprxetors of the same class should cornbme for’ the purpose of - self- taxatron, bt
‘\'Wrthout the po“er of i nnposmo-a cess on the lands® occupted by native cultn’ators’
-'of tlxe ‘eommon order.- This’ \vould give: the ‘large propnbtors the fa.culty of
_fmalunrr and l\eepm«r roads of an exclusu'e character. which’ seems object1onable,
Cor'it W ould give the Ry ofs the n«rht of using roads to.which they do not contnbute,
. Whu.h also - seems ochcnonable.\ The plan of | the Collector', for the Solf-taxation -
lof a’ paxtlcular clas would yrobably produce LO conslderable l)eneﬁcial results.,_;
‘.~,One scarcelv sees why snch a- pro_}eot should ncoessttate lefrxsla.tlon at all. - lf
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U 'I lxe proposal of Mr,: Ballard is- probably one for wlnch the planters o
N Wynaad would not thank lum.. What ‘the pla.nters aim at’ 18 to ‘make good cross- s
2 roads, and to tax tho whole (,ountry for the constructmn and marntenance of . those .
B roads: -. It is; tlxe busmess “of Government to 1nquxre whether tlus can be done

E w1thont vwlatmrr tho 1nterests and feehngs of the old populatmn. Sl E

Y% I thmk that 1f it, bo desu-able to pass a specm.l Act to facxhtate the creatlon ‘
of cross- roads in Wynaad by local self-asseSsment that assessment should be general
“on all classes ; that all shonld co-operate in unposmo- it} and that provxsxom should
. be carefully framed to prevent the undue ascendancy of any one class over the rest.‘ 3
Tlxo poor must be protected ao'amst the 1mpat1ent 1ntelhvence and enterprue of the-- 2
rxch ; the rlch must be protected awnnst the obstructn'e Wnorance ‘and mdxﬁ'erence =:j e
of the poor. Capxtal must» be defended aﬂ'amst numbers, and numbers amnnst Ll
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' »capltal :
g Perhaps these obJects mwht be attamed by constrtutxng the bodxes entrusted
‘Wltll the 1mposmon of the cess on the l)asxs now suggested e S

CTNA ropresentatwe it in ‘the land and a system of electoral classes mwht
e adt »pted, - The 1cprescntat1ve unit might b(- say, one hundred acres of cultlvated
A'l ando= The possessron of such an estato Would give ‘the ) proprxetor the no-ht to sit *
i ‘“_ ‘and; vote in the Clrcle Road Meetmrri: Propneturs of. less than’ ‘one hundred acras -
and more than ﬁfty acres would ‘elect delegates in the. propm tlon of one delerrate
"o one hundred acres of cultu'atcd land Propnetors of less than ﬁfty acres and
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- more thzm teu acres would do the same. ,._The maes of smaller landholders pocsnss- S g . i
¥ ing less” than fon’ acres, down to ‘the very lowes{: WOuld lnve the same right of -3 ﬁ ¢
i electmg delef'ates in the propornon of oo form (me hundxed acreq of, culm"ttcd l:md, : ) :
3 1rrespect1ve “of . the nature or value of the erop l\o member of the ercle Road g
: Meetmfr should Ilave more than one yote, : i : ,
T { ; 9 b} some such contnvunce as tlus a (hstmctlve voxce 'and authonty mwhﬁ } 3! :
- 4ipo secured for knowledge and- wealth i the ’\Iahve mpulatnm would bo fuirly Tepre- % if ,
2 sented and Europea.ns an& ’\Tam'as "S’i)lﬂd not be sharply dn'med for. the’ mxddlei 1 '
' :f: e;ectoral c‘.tecrorxes would probably‘ contam mdu 1duals of bq@lx natlonahtxcs. '_'" 23 j
1 W 10 These remarlxs are offered m a bumrestwe spxrit, for I am scxmble ithat” % 3‘
Y my w:mt of Tocal knowledwe rendern me mcapw.ble of judging x\hat is posexble and 7§ 4 :
“hat is not pOwslble., A system m 5omo dewree smular to that. whlch 3 Ixavc f:; i
{ “sketched. ou’c has 'been adoptcd receutly in the electxon of Prmmcml as&mbhes in: 3 %
Ruxsla, where there is‘an enterpumnrr and enlwhtened arxstocraey cuhwatmg 2]
thexr cstates by cap1t8.1 and svlence, sule by sxde, xnth pnmmve peaszmt comfxmnil } ?‘ A
tles, propnetors of land. L : g -“% L f
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“OnpsR THEREON, 28th qu 1866' No SR & i
SNPES Oldered to be- transferred to the Lcmqhhv % it
Department Wxth a copy.of the Mmuto of the RmL 2 %i '
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191he Lollector of Mlalabar

s

! Subnnthng letter from Collec!;or of Malsbar,
, and expressing general concurrence in Collector’s,
_ views on Bill to enable landholdersin particular
locahmes to make prowswn for constructxon &o.,

of cross roads
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