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Proceedings of . the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
©77 10th May 1865.
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No.162. Read the following lotter trom 11 CLEGHORN, Esq., i, p., Conscrvator
) " of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart- :

ment, Fort Saint George, date Madras, 24th April 1865, No. 826 :— -
. - Six, '

1. Ibegto forward a letter* from -

‘ Captain Beddome, dated 8th ultimo, re-
forring to various matters alluded to in Proceedings of Government, dated’ dth

» No, 1,233

- February 1865, No. 215. 1 have lately had an opportunity of conferring personally °
~ with the Collector of Salem as to {be management of the forests in his Distriet, :

" which he reports to be improving, and the evils complained of are being remedied. ¥

-

2. San:_lal-wood.-—-ThiS valuable trec grows over’ a circumseribed area, and !

* should be carefully pyeserved.‘ In Mysore it is a Royalty, and in British territory it .

%

4

 mBslema e - . mgrs gz 10O
¥ Cuimbatore  + v " ogrerz 88,829 tricts. 1 have never objected to any:
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I inauthorized felling. Formerly, when licensésfv'ere granted for an undefined period, :
. the unauthotized felling was much greater. The applicant should always consider

- Ler merchants, and gelling what was not their own. ..

is reserved and _sold upon pass, yielding a ;

. 180260, 86364 very considerable and increasing reve-:

o * in the Salem and Coimbatore Dis-*

: Total 55,615 18,587 ' Ryot cutting down Sandal-wood in eult1-:

, . : : ' vated land, but the wood, unless planted,’

is always credited to Government. A foller notice of this subject will be submitted
in a separate letter. . - ) S : ‘r
8. Charcoal burning.—1 agree with Captain Beddome that the supervision and:
limitation of charcoal burning 33 a necessary part of the system of Forest Conser-}
vancy, ond a register of iron smelters gnd ‘chmjcoal burners is needful, in order to'
have some control over them. ’ ;

~ y
4, Limited liconses.—Limiting the periods of licensesis a great check against

*
,

what quantity of wood he can carry out of the forest in a given period, and arrange’
accor&il.\gly. ‘ .
5. With reference to the Salem District I may remark that the range is an®
important one. The better forests are nnch scattered, and require active supervision.”

The mileage of Railway is greater than in any othier District, and the denudation

has consequently been very marked, as any one acquainted with the country must.

¢ observe. ‘when the linc was being commenced, the late Collector and I were in’

frequent consultation to prevent Ryots, Weavers, and Bunnyzhs from becoming tim-
6. The managcmont of foresps is 80 intimately blended with Revenue admi"f.
pistration that constant communication and co-operation with the Collector is
indispensable to successful conservancy-. ] ‘ y
7. When an Officer is appointed to this District I would recommend that ho
ghould take the u(_lvice of the Collector upon all local questions, transmitting hi(;\
returns and referring any technical dificultics for consideration fo this office. ‘

8. Inthe ovent of fire-wood plap%atiqns beine hereafter considered
the bank of the Cauvery, near Errode junction, would probably be a sui teablr;elcscsas%gt ;

No. 163. - ORDER THEREON:, 10th May 1865, No. 966. o

_ 1. The Government are glad to-
R learn from Dr. Cleghorn that the V%'orking

V . _of the Forest Department i
District is improving, and that the grounds of complaint hm%, to som;‘;x?;gtsaéeega
: ‘ ) ’ ﬁ

removed. ; )
9. TIn regard to the question of Sandal-wood growing on lands in the occupa;‘,.

\ Forests, No. 6. b

-

~ tion of Ryots, the Government observe that the proprietary rights of the Ryots must”

bgrscrupu'lqus“ly l:ﬁ;xainta:i'ned,‘and they,are not aware that the practice of dealing

[ N
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l Government. Wood in hedgerows, though it may be remcwed by spontancous

~ Department should be devoted solely to the more important fores

- management of the Collector according to the established rules for local

Proceedings of the Madras Govelrnment, Revenue ZDepartment,
10tk May 1865.

) ! _
with Sandal-wood in such positions as a Royalty has ever received the sanction »f

growth, must often have been originally planted by the land-holder ; and if the hedge-
row is 1ncluded in the ficld for which he pays assessment the Government cannot
anthorise any interference with the exercise of his rights of ownership.,

3. If unoccupied land containing Sandal-wood trees is applied for on putlak,
the District authorities have it in their power to reject the application or to reserve
for Government the right to this species of wood. The Collector will state his views
on the propriety of adopting this course in any part of his District. In respect to
land already in occupation, the law will not allow of this course being adopted.

4. The Government do not claim the right to insert new and additional con-
ditions of tenure in puifaks on renewal, as Captain Beddome appears to suppose.

5. No further orders appear wecessary on the subject of Charcoal burning.
The Government have already expressed their opinion that the taxation of Timber
felled for this purpose is perfectly legitimate,

6. The Govgrnment fully concur with Dr. Cleghorn that a limitation of the
period for which a felling license shall continue in foree, is absolutely necessary for
purposes of Forest-conservancy.

7. With reference to paragraph 5 of Dr. Cleghohl’s letter it has come to the
knowledge of Government that the wiole 6f the Salem jungles are considered to be
in tho charge of the Forest Department, and that no Village Jungle Conservancy
Fund exists, as elsewhere, under the Revenue authorities.

8. The Government consider it desirable that the attention of the Speeial

; . ts for which alone
they have establishment ; and that_mere village jnngles ghanld he left-—under the
: s e lant-
ing and conservancy opcrations. The 6fﬁc1atmg Conservator will place hims%lf at
once in communicatlgn with the Coll.ector of Salem, in view to the separation of
their several charges in accordance with the above view. -

9. The Government trust that this arrangement will promote efficient conser-
vancy and harmonious administration. The Forest Department should every-

where endeavour to secure the cordial co-operation of the Revenue authorities and
avoid any appearance of antagonism or separation of interests, - !

10. The Government await the further report promised on the Sandal-wood

" questions, and the Planting operations.

(True Extract.)
: (Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

To the Oﬁiciating Conservator of Forests.
,» the Collector of Salem.
»» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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