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;& . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
; ‘ o C . 9th May 1865, »

: No. 142. Read the following letter from Captain R. II. BEDDOME, Deputy
Conservator of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp Coimbatore, 28th .
April 1865, No. 1,266 :— - - ' : ’

Sm’ e ' i ‘ ‘ L "~. . i

B 1. At the recent trial at Coimbatore of one Boriah Gownden for timber rob-
: bery in the Sholahkurray Forests, the Judge made. severe remarks upon the lax
- system of the Forest Department ‘under .Mr. Spring, Acting Assistant Conservator
“in charge of the Range. It also came to light that though Mr. Spring had purchased
;an Elephant for Government " for the sum of 2,000 Rupees, the owner in Malabar
¢ had only reccived 1,350 Rupees. - By an order fro.m Dr.. Cleghorn, Conservator of
: Forests, T proceeded to C iimbatore and have fully investigated the case with Major

;"Michael’, at present in charge of the District.

S ey

2. In June ldst, ‘Mr. Spring granted a L.icénsé. to Boriah Gownden and
! Rungiah Gownden for twenty-five bandy-loads of timber including Teak : Mr. Spring

- being well aware that Teak was never given on License, and was not even entered ! ;-
1)

~in the seigniorage List of the District. This was done, and a price for Teak fixed
:not only without the sanction of the Conservator but without its ever being men-
.tioned in any of the Monthly Reports. - L , - _

, s, Shortl.v aftef this, Mr‘.Spring gave a verbal order to Boriah Gownden :ir;d :
"Rungiah Gownden to fell 100 logs of Vengay and 100 of Black-wood: all -logs °

.above a certain size were to be selected’ for the Coimbatore Jail and the Gun .~

-Carriage Manufactory, and. all l“e’ieétefi" logs “were to EJ(» oiven ovon 4n fha O &
. TN CTIunlosan o daitay dop Wit pllpoere ﬂl(‘} G2t~ ind SN 1{21}153(‘8 Wity

g Bir, Spiing. ? Uhis vouizact was wade Dy Mr. Spring without the ratification of the 3

; Conservator, and was not even reported to him.. The 500 Rupees’ deposit was never -

‘brouglt into any account: or lodged in any Treasury. . This contract was subse- -,

«.
Thiaeet gt

quently altered verbally into permission to fell Teak also. In August, Mr. Spring * o

sent his Overseer to see this timber and 156 bandy-loads were selected and 91~

* of ,,l 0 ere Teak. , .
Of these some W' . to the contractors, and they were allowed

‘to remove them, but the amount of seigniorage due (viz. Rupees 413) was not

‘eredited to Government until the 1st of Docember when Mr. Spring paid it out of - -

‘the 500 Rupees’ deposit, which he had kept (as he terms it) by him since June, and

. 1the balance (viz. Rupees 87) was returncd to Boriah Gownden. -

f, 4. TIn November the Collector of the District informed the Conscivator that -
timber was apparently being clandestinely felled and removed from the Sholah- -
‘kurray Forests, Mr. Spring was then ordered to sce the Collector on the subject, -
and to forward a full report on it. Upon this Mr. Spring wrote to the Conservator
'(17th November) that the timber alluded to by the Collector was being felled for
.the Jail, and that the Contractor had deposited 500 Rupees as security, and that he
'intended reporting fully on the n}a‘tter. - The timber alluded to by the Collector °
,was attached by the Revenue authorities and marked. Ttwasof considerable size, and
.was no portion of that rejected by Mr. Spring’s Overseer; the Contractors had
cffected the sale, but the timber was not removed. At the trial, Boriah Gownden
(Rungiah Gownden is dead) was sentenced to a fine of 1,000 Rupees, and to imprison-
;ment for three years. ‘ C T e

' 5. Mr. Spring should have visited these forests himself occasionally,’and ; .
should have seat his Overseer to supervise any operations. ~ Mr. Spring allows that { 5
he has never once visited the forests..- One of the Overseers visited the forests three '
times since June, but did not on any of the occasions go above Ghit where all the
felling took place.-~ "~ . .= .- . . - - ‘
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rejected,* these latter were handed over - -
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- instead of paying for it by cheque,
" .1,500 in Rupees and 500 in Notes,

N e

*

"in’all probability have brought it to light

"Malabar only rececived 1,350 Ru
- however appears to have heen L
" from the Forests above Ghit in the S

- ed with one of the Forest' Overscers

it

Proceedings nf the M ad;‘-as“'Goverkméht, Recenue Depariment,
, . 9th May 1865, '

6. >Tﬁe whole of thé two transactions exhibit a great laxity of system ar‘ul an
utter disregard to all the rules of the Department clearly laid down'in the T orest
Mannal. Mr. Spring must have known that he risked lLis appointment by giving

Teak on License, it 1 therefore difficult to understand why he should have done so
unless he was to benefit thereby.‘ -On the

collusion on Mr. Spring’s part, and if the
in sclf justification. 2.,

7.7 Mr. Spring was appointed to the’ temporary charge of the Anamallays
during Captain Michacl’s absence, on decount of his “zeal and good services in the
Cuddapah District. Both Doctor Cleghorn and mysclf havealways hada high opinion
of him. * After his present disregard of all the “rules of the Department, I cannot
recommend that he .be allowed to return to the: indejyndant charge of a range ;
(he S’c:mds posted to Cuddapah) but consider that he must in future be placed under
an Officer. L ‘ L

Y
.y

- 8. Regarding the purchaso of the Eleplmﬁt,‘ it is tho case that the owner in
pees for it from Boria

! A h Gownden.  The Elephant
ired by Boriah Gownden to drag the logs down

e G . holahkurrays, and to have been sold by him
to Mr. Spring, and there is nothing to prove that Mr. Spring did not su pose him'to
be the bona fide owner of it. At Mr. Spring’s request, an Inspector of Police proceed-
] rs and saw the Elephant at work, and it was after
their report upon its work that My Spring

pring courts suspicion by not conforming
ne purchased the Elephant on the 14th of
October he does not enter the transaction in his wecounts -unti] November, and
which 13 tho usual procecding, he pays in cash
) : these Notes were roturned in the evening by
Boriah Gownden with a request for Rupees, as o charge was demanded as discount
for changing them, upon-this Mr, Sprine ]

gave him a Promissor Note for the 500
Rupees and took back the Notes, the Ruf)jces were paid the fol] Oy ote for the §

kurrays on that same date (15th of October) Mr. Spring states that {his d :
was kept by accident in his office, and that ho gaveit to Borial, GOWnde:igupgiutI,rclf;lw
asked if he had kept it to_enable him to prove ax alil; 5 he did this, he also states,
because he felt sure that Boriah Gownden w ’ y

as innocent, and that it v ; -
giah Gownden, his partner (then dead), who ) as only Run

I : cpartment,
© 13 about to be relicved in a few days by Lieutenant Ben

¢

 No. 143.

" Mr. Sp&‘ing until they reccive a full report on his conduct, accompanie
the Session Court Calendar, and a translation of the record of the trlal'

had attempted a breach of the contract,

- -0, hIajor Michael has refused to take charge of Mk,
6u‘cstanding advances to Cart Contractors are considerabl

¢, andare much greator than
he was ever authorized to make. Ie states however 1 BT

other hand there is nothing to prove any
re had been any, Boriah Gownden would .

. | aid the 2,000 Rupees in the s of
"twa Police Inspectors, here however My, § ! 4 pe presence
_to the rules of the -Department, though h

r

WIng morning (the

Spring’s outstandings, i~ -

! at they are all safa
that the cartmen have mortgaged their carts to the y ebts, and

b Major Michael
g v bennet, 1t is nee
that Mr. Spring should hand over all these outstandings to thag OfF
fore ordered him to remain in the District till Licufenant Benne

cer; Thave there-
prepare in the ’meantime a full report upon all the outstandings.’ -

o ORDER THEREON, 9th May 1865, No. 956,

Forests, No. 5..

1. The Government approve of the‘
ments proposed in paragraph 9 of Captain B
. letter. .They will reserve their final ;

cddome’s
l;)dgmcnt on
L DY a copy of
1 the ) a):gis-

.

essary therefore |

tarrives, and to-

arrange--
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nt,” Revenue Department,
) Madras quer::me?zf, _ Jeparimen,
Proceedings of (he 9tk May 1865,

1 | .b t d‘ ; d any ot}{lerxdocumen’cs
rial Session Co ied by the Session .Iudge, an |
terial Sessio h b i :gcegdsin?;h'e But considering his undoubted breach of the rules .
connected with his p . Dub

. from the ..
1 t important points hey cannot allow him to draw any pay AN
1 ral most 1 . . . . . .
g:)tslfvxfltimo until further orders. oo be submitted to Government. .
‘ Ir. Spring’s written defence will of course be su , S
. Sprin ! , :
\2. l ? P g ol ] :“ . (True ExtraCt-)’ ‘ L
. r . ‘, (Signed) J. D. SIBI,
N _ - Secretary to Government..

Cof

- “ .
. .o .

To the Officiating Consq;vator of Forests. 3 L o
,, the Civil Paymaster. -, | L R
" ,, the Accountant Geperal. . - .
" ; ‘
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