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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd March 1865.

No. 396. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th February
1865, No. 596. )

Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to W, HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 5th December 1864,

No. 235 :—

1. In acknowledgment of the Board’s Proceedings of the 5th October last, No. 6,513, 1
have the honor to report that the Ryots of Kottavacherry were sent for, and were in my presence
Aduly made acquainted with the orders of the Board, and to render matters perfectly explicit, I
drafted an order embodying the conditions as already detailed in paragraph 17 of my former
letter, and as sanctioned in the Board’s Proceedings recorded thereon.

2. My order was first read out and explained to the Ryots, and ¢
furnished to them, and ten days were given to allow of their consulting together, and determin-
ing as to their acceptance or otherwise.

3. I have now received a registered petition from these parties, in which they distinctly
state their unwillingness to pay any costs to Messrs. Pedroza and Keess, and they further refuse
to furnish security for a longer period than one year, which they declare to be in accordance
with the practice of the District, and agreeable to the Durkhast Rules.

4. Under this refusal of the modified conditions offered, and especially adverting to their
d beyond one season, leaves the confirmation of possession
ion, and I have only to recommend that under
objecting _to the grant of the land to others, be

hen a translation of it was

refusal even to give security for a perio
to the present occupants no longer an open quest
these circumstances the petition of these Ryots,

Jismissed.
5. 1 believe the Ryots cherished the hope that they would be assisted by others, but that :

they are wholly incompetent to undertake the cultivation of the land there is no doubt, while that
they have been prompted in their opposition by a feeling of jealousy and dislike to the occupa-
tion, by strangers, of land within the limits of their own village is, I think, equally certain.

6. My own opinionis that by and bye these very Ryots willrecognize and appreciate the
advantage to themselves of having for their neighbours, men of the enterprise and intelligence

of Messrs. Keess and Pedroza, whose example and diligence in turning their new acquisition to
and they cannot fail to benefit by the practical

account, will stimulate the Ryots around them,
h will gradually fall under their observation.

hints and suggestions for improved culture, whic
=#. Tawait the Board’s final instructions in this matter.
The Petitions Nos. 3,910 of 1863, and 2,457 and 2,638 of 1864 are retarned.

Excrosurgs Nos. 1 to 3.—Petitions.

1. Resolved that the above letter, together with the correspondence quoted in the margin,
and the petitions to which reference is made,

¥rom  Collector, 4th Febraary 1864, No, 21. . . .
Bourd's Proceedings, 21st May L 812, be submitted for the consideration and orders
From Collector, = 23rd August 5 o 159.- ° of Governwent, with the Board’s recommenda-

Board's Proceedings, 5th October o » 6,845, . .
tion that under all the circumstances of the

<case, Mr, Reade may be permitted to retain Messrs. Keess and Pedroza in possession of the land
referred to.

2. DBy a reference to the correspondence quoted, His Excellency in Council will observe
that the case may be briefly stated as follows :—As far back as January 1861, a Durkhast was
received from a resident in the adjoining District of Tanjore, for about 150 Cawnies of immemo-
rial waste land, assessed at about Rupees 1,000, and situated in a village in the South Arcot
District, the annual Beriz of which averages Rupees 2,000, and s paid by 112 resident Ryots.

. 3. As soon as notice was given, in the usual way, that such an application had been made,
the resident Ryots objected to any portion of the lands of their village being made over to
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Dep'artmentwnw
23rd March 1865.
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t ; .
8 r::ger:,fand offered to cultivate a considerable portion of the land themselves. As far ascanb
aihe . . ca
(g)ct b::r frz)lrln tfh;al correspondence, nothing further seems to have been done in the matte j t.e
o (¢} /1 . run
Kess ond p 3 v OM;g )l;ezr,fwhen two East Indian residents of the Town of Cuddalore Messr;l
edroza, who had formerly been in the sery; ’ N
vice of Government, and
recentl . : ent, and whose na
vural J be‘fn brought to the favorable notice of Government in connectio'u with certai e 1.11“0
ural experiments, made an application for the same tract of land eriain sgricul-

4, I
n July 1863, Mr. Reade recorded an elaborate decision which forms the enclosure of V

hi . . .
is letter, dated 2nd February 1864, in Justification of his havipe made over the land
g 1¢ land to

the Subiecl Of Ulk Udi riﬂht hi ini t t 1 ‘ ex

! ; S Oplnlon ha the rules ra d p
l i . (: ' ' . me Upon lhese Ol’ders Bdmi( Of CéDe
1 ons l)e ne I 34 b f (44 I{yots

to persons residing in Cuddalore in
preference to a resident j istri
that the latter was the first applicant for the land " Saother Distie

5. As soon as this order was issued, the resident R
' As soc yots appealed t :
:h:;:);xzt;t;g: zrﬁe;e::;::d ;0 thf.} CoIlector.for report. In Febrffry 1864: lt\}I]: g::i’f:fwzzmg
ey o the ord Boardr: to in the prev.n.)us paragraph as containing all the information necee
thetime ot e e Bourd o come to .a. decision, and added that the Ryots of the village were 5;
time of ! ng, in arrears with the revenue of the current Fusly, while th E »
J 10 process of cultivation by Messrs, Keess and Pedroza. " veste land

6. The Board gave the case ever, i i !
¥ consideration, and carefy] i

_— se ever, ‘ ’ arefully weighed a]

d;cv):;o?; i«;rward;y Mr. Reade in Justification of his departure frouy1 the io:rs: ifthi arg“ments
e o i :
o in b thseta; mi (gders, but were unable, with a dye regard to the instructiofsolfzthmi']md
R, zca overr.ument on the subject, to sanction Mr. Reade’s proceeding " the
se. As the subject of the Ulkudi right had been specially discussed ini;:gndas
gl 1 rder
22nd September 1860, No. 1,689, w?t;da.lsopt;metzrgtug I(;Ir. feade " supp“ed
at Order,

placed in possession of the land on condition of their giving effectual guarantees for the d '
le due pay.

ment of its revenue for the next ten i
years, and on their consenting to a,
Pedroza the amount of thejr outlay, plus the revenue for Fusly 1273 gwhicll)l {hfao t{?i’s' Keess_a"d
to pay though they had obtained no returns from the land durine ’that Fuslyy e Tequied
g .

8. The resident Ryots declined these conditions, and when report]

gl;x;l;eirnot;deerg o;' thefB(c;ard, Mr. Reade remarked that had he been awizzt:)nfath;h;;:;i% forldfe
ot diﬁerreilt' ocourovernment, a copy of which had beep forwarded to him, he w (;ns -
se of procedure. He further suggested 1hree p) Tispouin, e

c.xse; first, that Messrs. Keess and Gibbs should be retai:ed in o o o
v:llager.s agreed to the terms detailed jn the previous paragraph ?:::)sns;m:h()f ol
;);e:n:dl?;ed 8o far as.the revenue for Fusly 1273 was con:erned: the az;oua:t:‘)'s

o3, Keess and Gibbs by Govern@ent, and not by the resident Ryots; th?rd i;nz the G

yots; e Govern.

e terms shoyld

decl: Lt
¥ decline to give Security for the payment of the revenue of the ] d
‘ an
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd March 1865.

10. The Board consider that the Government, acting for the common weal, is entitled in

special cases to demand good security for the payment of the public revenue with which the
land* is charged. They are also of opinion

* vif)‘:;ﬁziafgsg?' Court's Despatch, No,17; dated I7th 4}.4 Megsrs, Keess and Pedroza had a fair claim

to be reimbursed for any expenses they had
incurred in consequence of their having been placed in possession of the land under the Collector’s
orders, and as the resident Ryots have refused to comply with either of the conditions required,
the Board have no further hesitation in making the recommendation contained in the first

paragraph of these Proceedings. ]
11. The Board observe that the claims of the resident Ryots ought to bave been defini-

tively disposed of when the application made for the land in 1861 was first received, as a portion,
at least, of the delay which has occurred in the disposal of the case would thus have been saved,

OrDEr THEREON, 23rd March 1865, No. 641.

Under the circumstances stated, the Government adopt the
Land Revenue. recommendation contained in paragraph 1 of the Board’s Proceed-
ings. They observe that the land is “ Immemorial Waste,” and

that the resident Ryots evidently hold as much land already as they can manage to cultivate.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. D+ SIM,
Secretary to Government.

NO. 397,

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd, S. T. Augustin,
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bricf report, I think it sufficient to lay befo
. Durkhasts to which the Petitioners allode.

the case,
utmost consideration.

1o cultivate their own holdings,
 partial destruction of erops by the heavy #ains i

they assert a priority
cousiderable, whereas under the arrangemcd

* the energy and outlay by those to whom I th

No. 3,123.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE,

e following letter from the Collector of Sauth Arcot, dated Cu
No. 21 :—

ement on Board Petition No. 3,910 of 1863, calling fora

re the Boatd copy of my draf order in the case of the

This decument will fully explain tlie entire history of

lly visited the locality, and gave to the matter the

dated 21st May 1864.
ddalore, 4th February 1864,

1. In acknowledgment of the endors

and will ghow the Board that I persona

2. Tt is worthy of addition that in the current year the present Petitioners have been unable
and that they arc already applicants for remission on the ground of
; December last ; so that had the lands to whieh
of claim been made over to them, the loss to the revenue would have been
t wade by me the revenue for the newly appropriatel
een brought under partial culture and management through

land is secured, and the land itself has b
ought proper to assign it for the reasons so fully

the time.

——

detailed in the accompanying order recorded at

' EncrLostRe No. 1.—Order.

their carzful consideration to the case submitted in the above letter,

1. The Board have given
¢d by Mr. Reade in support of his proceedings as_

and have duly weighed all the arguments addu~
therein reported.

2. The preferential right of resident Ryots to thelands of their village have been so repeat-
-edly 1aid down both by the Government and by the Home aathmities that the Board do not feel
themselves competent to sanction Mr. Reade's deviation from existing practice even as a special

case.
3. Mr. Reade’s proper course of proceeding would have Leen to have -complied with the

residents villagers’ application, provided they gave effectual guarantees for the payment of the
‘Government revenue. If they had failed to find such security he would then have beenin-a
 position to dispose of the land as he thought best for the interest of the State. Mr. Reade will now
be good enough to adopt this course. ‘The mwost recent Order of Government on the subject under
discussion is that dated 22nd September 1860, No. 1,689, and of this Order Mr. Reade will be

“supplied with a copy. .
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Sub-Secretary.

“To C. W. Reade, Esq., Collector of South Arcot,
with copy of Government Order dated 22ad September 1860, No. 1,689,

- Bzd. J. Wright.
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No. 6,515,

ProcrepIXas or THE Boarn or Revevue, dated 5th October 18G4,

Teal the following letter fiom C. W. READE, Esq, Collector of South Arcot, to W. HUDLE-
STON, Esq, Sccretary to the Board of R:veaue, dated Tindevanum, 23:d August 18GE,
NO- l{)g L—_—
1. 1lhave the honor to acknowledge the Board's Proceedings of the 21st May last, enclosing
ate] 22nd September 186J, No. 1,639, on

for my information copy of an Order of Government, d
t to land, by Durkhast, of re.ident and

) the question theu brought before it on the relative righ
non-resident Ryets in a viliage. _
2. T have further to acknowledge ths Doard's second enlorsement, dated 6:h Jure 1£64, on

-~
S

89Ut

Petition No. 3,010 of 1863, referring me to their orders as above, anl another later endorsement,

2o
r750 Fangly
:‘rf'O

—~—p
*

dated Sth instant, on a Petition to their address of the 16th July last.

3. The foregoing Procesdings of the Doard, and the subsequent Petitions received from your
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é’ g ‘ IO = gv \ \ oflice as above, all related to the same matter, and are in rcference to my report of the 4th
: ,,ca E . ‘QIQ - P@’k 2\1 Tebruary of the current year, No. 21, recordel at the bhead of the aforesaid Proceedings.
= g O ~ ~ cé’ 4 k 4. IHad1been aware of the order of Government of September 1860, with a copy of
= ) g ) ) &::f | % wlich, for the fiist time, I have now been favoured, I should have been more careful prcbably in
;S; 8 § t dealing with the case of these Petitioners, and should have guardel my proceedings from any
» = ] - b) \\ chiarge of apparent injustice or neglect of previous orders.
'§ S’ g ';J: r \ . 5. DBefore pursuing the present case further, and explaining the course which it has now
3 B § \ v :‘,‘;‘\ devolved on me to adopt, I will merely express my gr.:l‘ti.ﬁcalion. at finding that the vicfvs
b . .ﬁ :5; A ‘k‘ of the Doard on the question moted then, and now, so coincides with mywwn; but I gulte
- recognize the force of the ultimate decision of the Governuent, and that decision inits spiiit
wil!, of course, be my guide in future instances of a like kinl. I have always considered, inthe
words of the Guverawent erder, that * the Ulkudi righr, as ivis called, is a fiet incrlont to tenl 7
“iwhis tountry, an 1l f eapiialiove, wa braty B tud oy S hT Doardin the g ‘.:“huj!\;-:,‘-;);;x_;:;;Z; e
Lgiven), canmit farly cinm to acquire land, except in subordination to esi>ting, rights.” Lal
- was not Defore aware that Govern.seut easertaiued so very strong and decided an opinion on this
point as these orders lay down. .
. * In the case under reference, notwithstanding the diffeulies in retracing my steps in view
p to give effect to the present instructions of the Board, I at once acted on those inatructions. I
. sent for all the Ryots interested, and informed them of the result of their appe.l, aud [ explained
to them that while I was fully prepared to resume the land in their favor, this could obviously
i only be done on such conditions as would involve no loss or injustice to those who had been
placed in possession, and whom it was now proposed to oust for their benefit.

7. After considerable discussion with the assembled Ryots, and after noticing the fact that
ally in arrears with their present holdings, I drew up, in writing,-the couditions
would be just aud equitable to require of the present occupaats
and the nature of these conditions, as well as their necessity,

they were annu
on which alone I considered it
to relinquish possession in their favor,
was carefully explained to them. ,
B ' 8. A copy of the conditionsis herewith separately submitted for the Board’s information,
' marked A, and I think nothing will be found in them beyond what is strictly just aud proper,
Indeed, as the case stands, I see not what else was to be done. The assessment has beeo paid in
full on demand by Messts. Keess and Pedroza for Fusly 1273, notwithstanding that the land
was turned to no account during the past year, and that they have been laying out capital on its

S ape soniiiigy

——

jmprovement in view to profitable returns in time to come.

9. It must be remembered that had the land been given to these Petitivners at the period
when I decided to make it over to Keess and Pedroza, it would only have been on precisely
the same terms as regards payment for the current year’s revenue ; those terms were Dot
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ouly usual in like cases, but the Pe.itioners themselves expressly volunteered to accept them ;
so that, as regards the re-pryment by them to Messrs. Keess and Pedroza of theland revenue for the
year just closed, no sort of injustice or deviation from usage is involved, and they will merely
occupy the position which would have been theirs, had the land been originally made over to
them, and the assessment been exacted at the past Jummabundy. The only diffrence may be
found in the fuct (as 1 Lelieve it would have happened) that there would have been the greatest
difficulty in realizing the revenue, if at all it could have been realized, while, ere this, it is equally
my belief, that the land would have been thrown up unless by accident any spcculator had
intermediately been induced to purchase it cf them. ' -

10. The third condition relating to re-imbursement of outlay imposed by me is one which, I
thick, also binding on the Petitioners, and they cannot feasonably object to it. The amount to
be settled by arbitration ; or by a Punchayet to be mutually agreed on.

.11 The first condition, gusranteeing the future annual revenue for ten yesrs, is that suggested
by the Board, and without the observance of which the Petitivners, of course, would at once
place themselves out of count as it were.  ~ . :

12. The Doard will observe that I gave the Petitioners ten days, extended aficrwards to
" anctler ten days, to consider of these terms, and I further proposed to allow them thrce months
time fiom the date of their accepring my proposals to carry them out,

13. -Witkin a day or two-after my interview as above, Ireceived a Petition by post,
obje-ting to the proposed terms. I simply endorsed that I would attend to no applications by
rost, and that my orders were final. The Pet'tioners then personally presented themselves before
the expiry of the ten days, and stated that they would give the security for ten years from Fasli
1274, but would not agree to the other two conditions, either to pay the past year’s revenue, or to
re-imburse Messis. Keess and Pedroza for their outlay cn the land. I declined to argue the point

further with them, observing that 1he ceniitions offercd were final, and that on no other could the
linlbe given to them. Tuey then lefs the Cutcherry, and from that day they have not azain

Aro— <~ ek - R

: T e e "al‘;pe‘:ﬂ"{&f"w’ A T - - - -

14. It remains to consider whatis to be done in the matter, and how is the case to be
disposed ¢f. It isout of ny hands, I presume, and it rests with the Board to uphold or overrule
my past and present proceedings in the case, and to determine whether this land is to be taken
from the present occupants and possession given to the Petitioners ou terms other than those
which I have appointed.

15. I enclose a Coolwar Statement, B, showing the arrears due by these very Petitioners on
account of their existing petty holdings in this same village ; and I may mention that annually
they are cTaimm)!s for remission, and annually there is great difficulty in collecting the Teerwah
from them ; but I aw aware that this fuct is quite apart from the question of their rights as
Ulku'ies; and, provided they give security for the future payment of the revenue due for this new
land, their being defaulters cannot be urged as overruling their Ulkudi right.

16. My recommendation is that three months be allowed to elapse, as granted in my order
of the 4th July, and if, in 1he interval, the Petitioners do wot come forward, then, I think, that

posszs=ion may, with perfect propriety and equity, be_ confirmed to Messrs. Keess and Pedroza, .
and the present appeal be dismissed.

17. Orif, in the Board's opinion, in virtue of their Ulkadi right, the Petitioners deserve
more consideration, then T would propose that the sum paid as Teerwah by Messrs. Keess and
Pedroza be, for the past Fasli 1273, re-imbursed to these latter persons from the public Treasur
and that the outlay only, to be ascertained as already directed by me, be paid by the Petitionerz’
a condiiion daily enforced and acquiesced in in similar cases between Ryot and Ryot, and to whicl;
strictly no objection can, wiih reason, be advanced ; and with this ’

n, wi payment, and after furnishin
full and adequate secwiity for the Government revenue for the next ten years, the land may bi

y L 1
made over to them, and the present holders be required to vacate posscssion. I have prepared

Measrs. Keess and Pedr.za for this recult, and they are ready to obey any course which may be
resolve] on, though for all tiwe and fur allinterests, the arrangement will be one very greatly to
Le deplored.

18. My own feclinzs, and I think they accord with the real merits of the case, incline
me ty adapt the course sugzested in paragraph 16; but if, in furtherance of the strongly asserted
views of (Government, and echoed by the Doard, the Petitioners, as Ulkudies, are de:med to have
been in any degree hardly dealt with, then, I presume, the only way out of the difficulty is to
refund the revenue paid by Messrs. Keess and Pedroza {rom the public treazury, and simply to
require of the Petitioners the disbursement of the bona fide outlay, as recommended in paragraph
17, together with the ten years’ guarantee of the land revenue.

19. The ouly other alternative that occurs to me is to submit the case, as an exceptional
ore, for the orders of the Government upliolding my Proceedings under my avowed ignorance of
the orders nith a copy of which I Lave now only been furvished. I think there are features which
render the ease decidedly exceptional, and if the Board do not feel themselves authorized to
support what I have done in the face of the expressed views of the Government on the question
involeed, T would submit that, as all rules are open to exception, the present is an instance which
may specially claim the indulgence ; and should the Board see any objection to adopt either of the
other two courses I have veatured to sugzest, I trust they will give their favourable consideration

to this last proposition.
20. Itis my hope that the Deard will approve of what I have done subsejuent to their
ordirs now acknuwledged in this somewhat ciflicult end delicate case, and awaiting their ultimate

duciaiun.

Excrosurg No. l.—Correspondence.

Excrostne No 2 _ L. .

;‘;;LéTRAC'r —Statement showiﬁg the Total Beriz collection and balance on th.ose Ryf)ts who
had g;iv n Durkhast and to the lands made over to Messrs. Keess and Pedroza, ia the village of
1 2
Eo'hovachary, attached to Cuddalore Taluk.

cade to act as he proposes in paragraph 17 of his letter

thorize Mr. R
1. The Doard authori fter apply for sanction to refund to Messrs. Keess and

above recorded. 1f necessary he will herea
Gibbs the amount collected from them on bebalf of Government, .
2 With refercnce to paragraph 4 of Mr. Reade's letter, the Board observe that the standing

order:.on the subject of the disposal of lands are quite clear, and that he should have been guided

by those orders. (A true Copy and Extract.)

{Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Sub-Secretary.

To C. W. Reade, Esq., Collector of South Arcot.

Fxd. J. Wright. - -
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197 The Doard consider. that the Cavernuiout, acting for the comnoi wear, 1» entitied in

]

, special cases to demaud yaod goenrity for ::.?H,:%EL;. of the pullic revedue with which the
! L _ .. . land* i3 charged. They are "Lms,,r&. .o?:._:.m
m, . ?“,.,:‘.,mﬁﬁwmwr_wﬁ,r...o. Courts c”,.xx:.n:. No.17, duled 1L gt Mogsts. Keess and H.Qr.c”\.w had a fair claim
T ‘ . ) to be re-imbursed for any expenses they had in-

¢ H . - . -~ . - R . : 5
curre 1in conscquence of their having been placed in postession of the land under the Collector’s

orders, and as the resident Ryvois have refused totomply with either of the coulitions required,

Yoaw .er a3 ; .%u..év,.__.. ..
the Doard have us further hesitatian in malring the" recommiendation cdulained in the first para-
< . SR . '

graph’of these Procecdings. e -

&
e

_that l st Rynty ounxht to Lave boenalofnia
tively disposed of when theapplication tuade For the land in 1861 was first received, as a portion,

“at b iot, of the delay which hasoccurred in the disposal of the cuse would thus have been saved.

©__11. ~The Board observe that the elaims of the resid

——

(2 :dn.ojé and Hxtrac.)

-

sl

Acting Sceretary.

| 2,
. \ \\w\s\

To J. D. Sim, Lsy., Secretary to Governraent, R. 2. -
wita copy of Boar Iy Procecdings 215t May 1854 No. 3,123.an1 5th October 1864,
No. 6,313, and enclosures of letters recorded in thuse Proccedings.

Cory ta C. W. Realy, Evq, Collectur of South Areot.
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‘% ' K "N ‘ Pecommendlt;u that the Collector of South rr
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k ‘ ' ‘ . i and Pedroza in the possession of certain landin ;
\Xt g his District.
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