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: P’l Oceedl'ngs Qf the l‘[ad’ as GOUeT nmeﬂt, Revenue Department,

. 14¢h March 1865.

: No. 208.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works ’

Department :— . -
Passing orders on a letter from the Collector?)
of Tanjore, shewing the necessity for allot- | ,
tirg more funds for the Public Works in .

that District, and stating that the Public » (Here onter 7th Marc 5
Works staff may be sxreng?thened, and tome ! ( arch 1865, No. 62

5.)

. of the works may be transferred to the
' Revenue Department, J
No. 209. ORDER THEREON, 14th March 1865, No. 547,
. - ‘ Forwarded to tke Board for their information, with
$
. | Miscellaneous. I reference to their Proceedings dated 1st February last, and for
‘ communication to the Collector of Tanjore.
‘ : o (True Extract.) .
_ . . (Signed) J. GROSE,
) Acting Under Secretary to Government,.
. . *
t ' .
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Pr occcdzn"s of the Madras (fovernment, DPublic- Works Department,
1th March 1865.

Read the following papers :—
No. 122 Proceedmvs of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st February 1865.
Read the followmg letter from W. M. CADELL Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to W. HUDLE.-
" STON, Esq .» Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Tanjore, 25th January 1865
. No14. .

Sig,

1. In the Gazette of the 17th instant, Lieutenant Smxth of the Royal Engineers, Executive
Officer in charge of the 1st I{ange in this District, was granted threc months’ leave of absence.
Another Bange Oﬁicer Mr. Roberts, Executive Entnneer in charge of the 4th Range, is also
absent on leave, and my object in now addressma the Board, and the Government through them,
is to call their urgent, and special attention to the leaving of this District, and during its very
short working  season, literally almost in the hands of the lower subordinates of the Public
Works Department. :

2  Ag the Board are aware, Captain Bean has proceeded to Europe, and the Division is in
charge of Captam Palmer, Executive Engineer of the Trichinopoly Listrict, an able and efficient
officer, but already burdened with work. Range No. I, and which comprises the upper and grand
anicuts, and a very large number of river embaukments and works of irrigation is in charge of
a young East Indian Overseer. No. IL,and which comprises all the rivers from the Colercon to
the Vennar, and including the lower anicut, &c., is in charge of a young Offcer of the Royal
Enomeers of one year’sstanding. Ranges Nos. II1.and V, are in'charge of a European Subordi-

nate ; end Range 1V, including the Vedarniam ca.na‘, isin Charﬂe of Mr. Sub-Engineer Bateman,
an excellent subordmate, but whois very much worn out, and whose health is at present so
precarious that be cannot stand any exposure whatever.

.3. lhave again and again, since I assumed charge of this District, had in the discharge of

my duty, to pomt out that our works both of irrigation and comm unication have of late years
not received that attenuon whxch they deserved, and it is again my disagreeable duty to point
out that ma.tters are not mplovmg, and the complaints which are being daily nrade of the
detenorated state of our rivers and channels are incessant. Our communications are also by no
means improved, and in my late visit to the lower anicut, it was with much regret ‘that I found
the Trunk Road No. 9, which used to be the best road i in the District, and on Whnch §0 much money
has been spent, as bad as any other.

4. I am aware, however, that my representations on these matters are considered biassed,
and that an impression has gone abroad that I am personally hostile to the Department Public
Works, as a Department. I can honestly assure the Board that such is not the ' case, and that
all my anxiety is to sce the Pubhc \VorLs in this sttrxct Lept up as t.hey should be, and as they
med to be, o

.Icannot but feel that of late years while other Districts which are perhaps CODSldered
more rising, and to which in consequence more attention and a proportionately larger share of
public money has been devoted, there has been a tendency to think that enough has been done for
Tanjore, and there is, I think, reason to fear that the same interest is not taken by the zealous and - -
able officers of the Public Works Department i in the mere keeping up and preservation of exist-

. ing works, as in the carrying out of new projects, and the successful prosecution of which carry

them with some “eclat,

6. 1 submn, however, it must not be forgotten that the keeping up of our embankments
and works of irrigation generally, is of as much importance to the grosperity of the District, and
to the security of the pu‘nhc revenue, as the successful prosecution of new works; and if a District
like this. isto beleft during . the most important season of the year in the hands of very
inexperienced and subordinate officers of the Public Works Department, it 1s beyond question
that its interests must suffer.

7. 1 bave had before to bring to notice the deteriorated state of the Cauvery, and the conse.
quent loss of pubhc revenue ; as 1 have already informed the Board the lower anicut has this year
failed for the third time, and had it not been for timely measures taken by this Department there
would have been a loss to Government by the failure of that woik only, of not less than 40,000.
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Tth March 1865,

Vorks Department,

e e e e e,

~———
I am glad, however, to say that the work executed by the combined efforts of the T:hsildars of
Combaconum, Mayaveram, and Shialli, has been successful, and that the losg apprehended ttis
season has been in a large measure adverted,

8. I would here take occasion to
ance of restoring the lower anicut as
three times, and from an inspection I have just made of the sam
the work generally is in anything but a

last, took place in the same part of the work-as in the year 1863, a
been caused, firstly, not having had time to g
the flooring of the first
urrent,
ther end, I am inc
and one of the arches is much cracked and
9. But whatever value may be attached to 0¥ unprofessional opinion,
tion to the fact that the execution of this difficu

one year’s standing, acd who has also charge of ¢
I cannot but €xpress my strong conviction that
and under more experienced professional superv
that the work may again fail,

by the new masonry
setting in of the freshes ; and secondly, by
been undermined by the force of the ¢

work fuiled in 1862 near the o
safe,

slnice near the island baving
I should, however, also observe thit when the

lined to think the structure is also by o means
dilapidated.

ed with more vigour
there is much reason to fear
10. I would, therefore, most urgentl

¥ beg to recommend that an officer of experienca and
acquaintance with Tanjore and its works should at once sent down to t1,
be permitted to suge

e District, and if I may
gest names, I would propose either Colonels Lawford
selected.

or O’Connell should be

11, T would only further venture to hope that I shall have the carnest support of the Board

in the proposals, I have now made, and that they will urge upon Government thqy if the revenue
of this fine Province is ever to be maintained at its present standard, it i absolutely and indispen.
sably necessary that its works receive more attention and a larger share of the expenditure of
, Public money than they have of late years received. .

{’ L. Ordered to be submitted for the e
* urgent necessity.,

2. The Board have already brought to notice the state of affairs in Tanjore,
to say that they entertain most serious a

pprehensions of the stability of (he |
revenue dependant on the Cauvery, &c., works.

3. The Board deem it of the greatest importance that no time should be lost, or efforts
spared, to apply an effectual remedy. They would suggest that the ordinary Maramut be trans.
ferred 10 the Revenue Department, and that the attention of the Departmen Public Works be
concentra‘ed on the special works of restoration, under

¢e of a competent officer,

;
arly consideration of Government g4 8 matter of

and they regret
arge mmount of

the superintendep
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W, HUDLESTQ
Transferred to the Public Works Department.
(Sigued A, J. ARBUTIL\'OT,

Chiey Secretary,
dated 9th February 18635,

Collector of Tanjore, to W,
ue, dated Tanjore,

N, Secretary.

8th February 1865,
No. 123,

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,
Read the followirg letter from W.M. CADELL, Esq.,

STON, Egq,, Secretary to the Boarg of Reven

HUDLE.
No. 31:—

Ist February 1563,
Sig,
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: Le Madras Government, Public Works Depar
" Procecdings of B¢ 7th March 1865.

: ially to which Iadverted,
— f the Cauvery to the east of Comblalco:um es:xl);c:g{’hoof (e bridgs over
i tate of the ’ ively a small stream, 1 the o
2, Itisthes ry is comparatively » 95 and it is this part of the
and from which pl.ace the C:: v‘za.ryds. and of that at Myaveram only 2;0;1 ashould be directed. L
the river there beiog only‘d a{most eurnestly recommend that attens“uction b oot oanal o
iver only to which I wo.u tention to the fact that, since the ?on he small quantity of water
nou1d also request especial ‘;‘ ?nce the small embouchure (by :tvlhlch )t weas closed, the filling up of
v 855, and i ape to the sea »
1854 nd 1855 er wasallowed to ese p' ingulah for the escape of the
that remained in'the Ca;'efly,ezloimch accelerated. It is :ru; : ;::1;:153 hat. a5 mach water as
as f the canal ; bu : .
ss part of the stream in the east bank o ipation, the calingulah was con
‘b‘:‘ {)“5 water weh cons.tm;t?d :he canal for the purposes o.f nav1§a‘t1:!:conse%ence has been that
su sgib\e might be retaine ;nthe course of the stream was diverte ’d its way to the sea, and in my
P:;ucte d on a bigh level, aftl from the Cauvery whateverltxas i:oflng its bed throughout the latter
for many years pas! t have had itse
injon this mus
humble opinio

f its course.
Pan; But further, I ,
‘find that between the years 156

learing the part of the Cau
c

T 0
the expenditure was as follows Te09 ... Rupees 5,97

the years

i ds of the District, and I
. made in the old recor . .
have causel o :geb:um of nearlj Rupees 23,009 has been Spgult ‘1;1
0 andhl857t of Combaconum only, and that in the years below,
y to the eas -

3,200
W e
1832 .- 2,239

8:)5 b1
, 4 i i and other
' 1 ing the accumulations of sand in the Cauve
i din clearing
e incurre Ty

0.)—- 5 ] has [

ing the same time 33,000 Rupees.
d has been durlng . f this District do,
nly and from Trivayar _ea:l::tairt has been established tl;atth Lh:cr::;r‘sﬂ(; e which take
Cauvery ;‘,om these facts, I Submlgre to be periodically cleared Of Lieutenant Meade should be
) f.existi"g circumstances, ri?;recomme“d that the I?m :m and that an estimate should be
unde earnes d from Combaconum, . deepening
d I would very 1y eastwar : ason is over for deepening
pTace, ?to the survey of the Cath: i nd before our short workmf :‘;c umstanced, even could we
du‘ect‘:l t the earliest possible daC ajuvery As we are ab ptes?l‘l d up and the embankments so
framed & . t of the . he river is so silte . bei
banking this par s the bed of the i d the water instead of being
and ‘:;:, :ll the water we re;lu“‘:;te, would be inevitably breac;:led,oinmry cause nothing but loss
. H ?
fvr::k and dilapidated’that; 'rerigation would, by inundating the ¢
a: the purposes 01} . . is reference, but
utlized for bi ; hich has taken place in replying to this ref e Go:zem-
and devasta \on-t apologize for the delay d 1 was specially anxious to place be (:lre Tt
5. Thaveto 1d records, an jon I formerly made. €gs
1 had to refer to a number o:,‘izh led me to submit the recox:mend:‘lll;:pent in clearing rivers, so
) ons w . 31 of the amount annu rements
t at length the reas detail 0 tever arrangem
fneno:clusion, to append a smteme?tt;nthe same, and eal‘lles.tly truss t?ate\::: close of ou: present
;‘n cas I bave been able to c;mp ermitted to see them carried out befor
ar : I may be pe
ined on,
may be determ

short working season.

—

i artment Public
through the Secretary to Govemme:l; kl:nt:: ?;l:y out the work
ove’l'nment' mendation that measures’be at ?nfle e ing the accamulations
Works, with the Board’s recQRe necessity of at any rate pamad {1 b g though the means
suggested by the Colle:ctO" t of Combaconum seems to 1.)3 un ? s yaars a0 far as the preser-
fro;; the bed of the nve\‘heas have at least been effectual in previo :
be rude, they .
proposed may

: d.
vation of the revenue is concerne (A true Copy and Extract.)

. . DALYELL,
(Siged) R4 Acting Sceretary.

. . T . 3 . ] 18
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4 Proceed: T pneer s
ngs of the Madras Government, Puﬁzc ﬁ; WZ' t Denn ~
1th March 1865, orks Department,

e

\ ] t' . ¥

1. 'The lale Superintendine
granted three months’ cumulativebp

quently the same indulgence to

l?"lxl'xc,;meer of the 6th Division having
L.m ege leave to Mr. Assistant Enoi;e
Collector has taken the opportunity :‘;“lfnan: Smith, another Exgc:tiv
no successor ‘havi . ese two Off i '
allegations ofin:vf;ng been 1mmediate1y appointed tcoerzlbem‘g absent fr
ciency aoaj aptain B
general terms of th we r);( o the Department of Public Works ean,

received of la of irrigation POLx He complaing .
te years the attention which th ;nd communication of the pist . .tmoreover, n
ey deserve District not having
) -2

,and he urges th . and which he all
e claims of Tapjore to a more l?beeri;’ tliiey formerly had
sary to undertak atlotment of funds,

Xtensive syst
chanuels, and to restore the — € 1o check the prog ystem of works, which it is
8

- ressive deteriorat;
m . of : eterio )
ore and more into disorder Irrigation, where, for a series of yeraho:: of tho rivers and
N ars, t ey hRVe b .
een falling
o

before he left Tanjore,
er Roberts, and subse-
e of that District, the
om-their Ranges, and of
again to bring forward

. Mr. Cadell seems to thi

ment of an officer in ok that executj i

each Rane ive efficiency can onl

8¢, and that, when these happen evennf.zrb: :'ecur:d o the employ-
: 1me {0 be entrusted to

no
means follows, and M;. Cadell doeg o must 1 csanily be neglected

sums of money which it hag beep o thnot assert that the large, . This, however, by

1

ment, Public T orks Department, 5

Proceedings of the Madras Gover
vth March 1869.

.7
as an Officer of experience, to make immediate arrangements for

effective during next freshes. To do
~and merely to get down the

look with confidence to him, \
k so far ab least this season as to make I

re storirg the w0 DA
this it will probably be advisable to try to complete the dam oLy,

foundations of tbe bridge.
"6 The gradually deteriorati

Collector of late lays 80 much stress, ' ,
ow that the necessity of undertaking works to check the. deepening of the beds of the

ur and otber water courses, and to prevent the silting up of the Cauvery,
‘What appears to be wanted is the regulation of the relative

Jevels of the heads of all the streams. There will be no difficulty in doing this by a series of

t masonry works, commencing from the upper part of the Deita, but the expense will
expected to sanction a beginning till they are

t the cost of the works will be, and the period

-~

ng state of the rivers and channels of Tanjcre, on which the

ment sh
Kodamoorty, the Arasela
has often been brought to notice.

permanen
be great, and the Government can scarcely be
he fullest information as to wha

in possession of t
. . - - [N
of time over which their construction will extend.”

= The preparation of the necessary preliminar level:
r the daty, and till their completion, apd}the submission of well

to ar. Officer specially Jetailed fo d the ssio
considered plans and estimates, no permanently remedial measures seem possible. The Collector
d affirms that much may at once be done by

ipdced does not appear t0 be of this opinion, an ) :
clearing out by hand some portion, at least, of the 1ass of sand that has accutaulated in the

y surveys and leYels hasnow been entrusted

is'no new subject of complaint. The Records of Govern= -

TRV

\ i

although perhaps inadequate
a doubt expres§f;d by Garernment of .

Cauvery. In confirmation of his views, and in reply to :
the possibility of much good being effccted by the means he proposes to employ, he states that he

Lieutenant Smj

~ ith’ icati . o X ;

ted that, with the ® application for , has ascertained from his records that between the years 1805 and 1857, nearly Rupees 23,000 k}ad
number of Upper ‘ ; b:en spent in clearing out sand from the bed of the Cauvery past of Combaconum. In the

t provision fi
or conducti . ; . . » Ny
It was on this assurance that I ting the duties ! ) opinion of Government this insignificant outlay, averaging less thaa 500 l.k{upee’s‘ Mnually, w,so\
leutenant Smith e extent of work that must necessarily have beeu performed’co

being misapol
8 pplied, or th ‘0 the power of th
as they will go. The (::vthey are likely to be left uneip(::g e;m:ent to assign to
ernm € 0
leave before them for conﬁrma.ti::,l t observe that, when laying the fullest
, \

Subordinat . Captain B s e
Y es he bad at hjs disposal, he co l;an Cistinetly sta
o epartment during that officep’ uld make sufficien
as permitted to leave hig post, r's absence,
Ll

Tunjore, ara
advantage, so far

i tade in : . nd looki .
! appears‘:mires? in Tanjore, except the m;?r ta the fact of there being no works of : utterly disproportloned to th
] vransf 08 little groung for appreher partial restoration of the Lower Coler oL magat. make any impression upon {he accumulating deposits of a river like the Cauvery at Combaco-
> ansterring the ordinary Maramyt the:sf"“- The Board of Revenue sugvest ‘:En Anicut, there pum, as conclusively to prove that the labor it represerts, as seen in the result, was misapplied,
ut, but | St e expediency of i i hie earlicst records, Lias been left very wuch to
and that practically the river, from the date of the earliest records, hasbe 1 left very wuct

pature. The gradual elevation of its bed by the deposition of sand has doubtless been accele-
rated by the withdrawal of water by new artificial canals, and still more by the unrestrained
deepening of its larger branches, such as the Kodamoorty and the Araselaur, but there is nothing
to lead the Government to admit that this natural process could have been prevented by any
effort of the Public Works Department, though it might possibly have been impeded, in some
degree, by a more libéral expenditure, not in the direction indicated by the Collector, which it

is believed must be totally inefficacious, but on the construction of small temporary dams and °

Tanjore
near
> ly the whole of the works now in pro )
gress in

l. p f lhe Reven D u : W €xe |

tot
i he Revenue Department, but ¢
| .
| . ’1 : economical It h
- ' ' ar . as id
! Tangement, and unless ; been decided that the transfer would not b
e an

. and he will use hi intending Enoi .

~j the whole of the :lll:)isr:x:::l :aVours.to makéo“"a;gﬁzrmnfe requested.to the Collector's remarks cuttings to direct and control currents, and to some extent to regulate discharges.

i 4. Mr. Cadell expressor Tanjore being EXpeﬁded in’ tlrllecz:(;etr:l w}‘h Mr. Cadell, to ensurc: 8. Simple measures like these, if Fesorted to systematically and in time, are.often. effectual

; other Disricts, but this es & fear that the interests of seful manner. . to counteract the tendency to change, by alternate erosion and deposition, that pertains to all

E deltaic rivers, and as the requisite works are easy of construction and individually inexpensive,
arge grant ennually

there should be no dificulty in providing for them from the comparatively 1

made to Tanjore for the repair aud-conservancy of its agricultural works.
(True Extract.) .

- destr |

» and take care that whateyer mone

ery best advantage. . In the Budweyt
allotted a larger sum for l‘ep:ir
Collector to be required, lhanalmos:

o .
g ¥ear, Tanjore has been

any other District,

5. .
the caus

<

e?;ef iovemment‘ha"e under t};eir
t .
& repeated failures of the , Colonel, R, B, °

offering sugoesti .
3 gaestions for its restorat: Secretary to Governments

‘

To the Revenue Department. /
,» Doard of Revenue.
,, Superintending Engineer, 6th Division.

Ezd. S. T. Augustin.’

oon Anicut, and

on the subject will b That Memorandum w
€ 8epa * i

P ralely referred to Lieut.enanb-ColonelaGt r:ena.wra who 1th ell the pepe ™

ay, w after thorougl

s g .ly

- examini
} ng the work and co i
' lino wi
1 may appear to him peiiies with the Call i
to be th ector, will furnish .
e best mode of re-building and protel:::.?rgai:ep()’ll";x 02} it and on what
\ g L. e Government will
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