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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th February 1865.

No. 286. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th January 1865,
No. 271.

Read the following letter from the flonorable D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Salem, to W.
HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 20th December 1864,
No. 226 :—

1. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Proceedings of the Madras Government, under
v date the 12th April last, No. 619, I have the honor to state that on my late visit to Oossoor I
inspected the tank referred to in Colonel Thompson’s letter, and find from all inquiries made on
the spot, that the transfer of the tank to the depGt is very desirable.

2. The tankis a Dasavandam tank. It isstated to have been built, in Fusly 1209, by one
Chinnappa Reddi, to whom an In&m, consisting of wet lands measuring acres 28-35-7, assessed at
Rupees 184-14-3, was granted with the usual obligation attached to it of keeping the tank in
repair. The Infmdars (Chinnappa Reddi’s heirs) stated before the late Sub-Collector, Mr. Smith,
that the tank cost Chinoappa Reddi Rupees 15,000, and that if the Government pay the above
sum, they would give up the tank to Government. They also expressed their willinguess to con-
tinue to keep the tank in repair asat present, if other equivalent wet lands are given to them in
lieu of those they now hold. I am of opinion that as suggested by Colonel Thompson, we should
not interfere with the Indm. .The Inimdars should have as much water as is actually necessary
to irrigate their Infm, with the understanding that they continue to keep the tank in repair. 1
have no doubt that this arrangement will be acceptable to the Inimdars, and I do not see that
there will be any difficulty in settling with them as to the quantity of water they are to have in the
event of the arrangement being sanctioned.

3. With regard to the cultivation under the tank which measures acres 101, assessed at
1,, Rupees 608, I would transfer the whole of this extent to the Poonjah head, and levy a Poonjah
1 assessment at 1 Rupee per acre. The highest Poonjah rate in the Oossoor Talook is Rupees 2-4-0,
the average Rupees 1-4-9, and the lowest Annas 6.

) 4. T do not think that the lands under the Chionappa Reddi tank should be assessed at
more than 1 Rupee per acre, when it is considered that the owners are asked to give up their
claim to the water, and to hold the lands for Poonjah cultivation without any compensation.

5. If the above arrangement is sanctioned, the loss to (Government would be Rupees 507
a year, This I do not consider any loss when on the other hand the benefits to be derived from
: the proposed measure are rightly viewed. There are, as Colonel Thompson observes, about 500
'j Goverdment horses, and two or three thousand inhabitants of the depét depending upon this tank
for a supply of a necessary of life. The cost of sinking wells would probably be more than the
luss accruing from the conversion of the wet lands under the tank to dry, and even if Government
went to the expense of sinking wells there would remain the expense of repairs, and also the cost
of raising water for 500 horses. This last item alone would probably not be less than
Rupees 500, or 1 Rupee for each horse per annum. I would, therefore, strongly recommend
the transfer of Chinnappa Reddi tank to the Remount Depdt with as little delay as possible.

6. With regard to the second point on which I am called upon to report, viz,, as to the
propriety of aiding the villagers in sinking wells for future use i seasons of drought, I beg to state
that this probably will not be necessary if the lands under the Chinnappa Reddi tanlrz‘ are not
sllowed water from the tank as above proposed—vide Mr. Thomas’ report, dated the 23rd April
last, No. 79, paragraph 12, If, however, it is necessary to sink wells, I agree with Mr. Thomas
that a sum equivalent to that raised by the villagers should be granted as was done at Oossoor—
vide paragraph 13 of Mr. Thomas’ letter above referred to. I thiuk it should also be considered
that the advantage of the water being reserved is one of great importance to the people of the
neighbourhood generally, and that the effects of Cholera might not again be so disastrous as they
proved last year when the sufferings of the people, and probably the disease itsclf were azoravated
by the want of good water, -
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(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G, MASTER,

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
s the Military Department.

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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No. 271,

Procgepinas o TAE Dosed OF Revexve, dated17th January 1855.

Raad the following letter from the Honorable D. ARBU FHNOTT, Collector of Salem, 0 w.

[IUDLESTON, Esq, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated oQth Dasembor 1854,

No. 226 :— :

1. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Proceediags of the Malras Government, und:r
date the 12th April last, No. 619, I have the honot to state thaton my late Yisit to 0)s300T
1 inspeted the tank referred to in Colonal Thompson's tetter, Tad find teom all inquiries made on
the spot, that the transfer of the tank to the depdt is very desirable.

9. Thetankisa Dagavandam tank. It i3 stated- to have been built, in Fasti 129, by one
Chinnappa Redli, to whom an Inam, congisting of web lands maasuring Aeres 93.33-7, assessed at
Rupses 181-14-3, was granted with the usual oblizrtion attached to it of kieping the tank 10
repair. The Inamdars (Chinnapp2 R2d 1y’s heirs) state 1 before thelate Sab-C Jleztor, Mr. Swith,
that the tank cost Chianappa Reddi Raupees 15,009, and that if the Governm2nt pr¥ the above )
sum, thuy would giye'up the ta.nlifo Government. They also expye:sel their willin znees to con-
tinue to keep the fank in repair as at prese i, if T epava’eat wet Liads ace given'ty them A
lieu of those th2y now hold. Tam of opinion ta 1_6_»}315\1:_;@%&5;\”1)3( Colunel Tas nosiu, We shoid
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i.cigate their Tnam, with the understanding that sar, _,atinue to koep the taalcin repoir. I have,
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/u_]}:}n}k’. \hat this arrangement will be acceptahiztothe Inan lars, aal I do notses that there will
~ be any Aiffi:alty in, sattling with them as to {he quan.ity of water they are to have iu the event of

the arrangement being sanctioned.

3. With regard to the cultivation . o b2 gank which measures Acres "1, ssessed at Ra-
pees 633, 1 would transfer the wk . oo e egtent lu the Toonjih head, and lnvia L’opnjah
assessmenbatone Rupee per acre " 4 highest Poonj ah rato in the Ooss00x Taluk is Rup:es 2-+-,
the averaze Rupees 1-4-9, and the lowest Annas 6.

4, 1 do not think that the lands under the Chinnappa Reddi tank shoull be assessed at
more than onc Rupes per acre, when it is consilered taat .he owners are asked to give up theic
claim to the water, and to hold the lands for Poonj ih cultivation @opt any compensation.

5 1¢ the above arrangament is sanctionzd, the loss to Government would be Rupees 3
ayor. Thisl 45 not consider any loss when on tha other hand the benzfits to be derivel from
. the proposcd measure are rightly viewed. There are, as Colonel Tho npson observes, about 530
Goverament horses, and two or three thousand inhabitants of the depdt depending upon this tank
for a-supply of anz3essaty of life. Ths costof sinki1z wells would probably b more than the
loss aceruing from the conversion of ths web lands under the tank to drY, and even if Government
went to the expanse of sinking wells there would remain the expense of repairs, ani also ths cost
of raising water for 500 horses. This last item aloas would probably not ba less than Rupeas

¢ 509, or one Rapee for each horsa per annaT. [ woald, therafore, stronly recomme nd the transfer

of Chinnappa Reddi tank to the Remount Dapdt with 18 little delay as passible.

6. With regard to the second point on _which [ am called upon to report, viz., a8 to the
propriety of aiding the villagers in sinking wells for fut ire use in seasons of drought, I bez to state
that this probably will not be necassaty if the laals aader the Chaianappa Reddi tauk are nob

- allowed water from the tadk as above proposed —vide \Ir. Thomas's report dited the 23rd April
las; No. 79, pragraph 12, If, howaver, it is necessary to sink wells, [ agre2 with M. Thomas
that + sam equivalsnt fo that raised by the villagses saald be granted as was donz at Qossoor—
vide parageaph 13 of Me, Taomay's letter abava refarrad to, 1 think it should also be considered
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.that the alvintage of the water bainy rassevel is @23 of g-2at importwnes to tha peoploe of the
nzighbourhood generally, and that the effacts of Chilara mizht not agvin by 82 disastrous as they
proved last year when the sulferings of the paspls, anlprobablyithe dissaseitself were agyravated
by the want of good water.

1. Ordered thatthe foregoing letter be s1hnittel to Gaveramant, with reference to the

Order quoted by the Collector. ) .

2. The Board see no objection to th2 proprs:1 arrarzamant, bat tha Collector has 0ot made

any proposals for the compansition 5 ba pail 65 th: Ryo's wirss Nunjrh hnds aro to be con-
verted into Poonjal, and who will thus lose a valuible srurce of income.

3. The Board need scarcely poiat out with referencs to patagraph 13 of CSlonel Thompson's

ceedings, that the Rrot’s iy'dings ara as :uch privaze propsity as the

letter in the Government Pro
4 .

holding of the Fnamdar.,
4. The proposed rate of Posnjah assessm1t on the linl, viz,, Rapee one per acre,'may pos-

sibly be so favorable as to cons'itate of itse!f s fici:at rem1nzration, butth: decision 0a this point

must be based on much fuller information. /
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. Secretary, -

To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D,
Copy to C. N. Pochin, Esq., Acting Collector of Salem, ‘
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