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No. 507. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Rev/enue, dated 26th
October 1863, No. 6,875.

Read the following letters :—

From the Collector of Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

Saidapet, 28th May 1862, No. 181.

1, A<s divected in Board’s Standing Circular, No. 3,231, dated 20th instant,

1 have the honor to report upon the Salt Mirassi privileges existing in this District,

and alluded to in paragraph 6 of the Governmen@ Proceedings’ accompanying the

Circular. \
9, These privileges consist in receiving from the Government, at the salt

pans of the old Chingleput District, certain varying rates for the salt delivered, as
specificd at page 951 of the Appendix to Plowden’s Salt Report, and, when the

formation of new pans is requisite, in the right to have these pans distributed to

tho several Mirassidars of the yillage in which the pans are situated.

3. This last right has not, in the old Chingleput District, been exercised for

very many years, as tho quantity of salt derpanded annually has not sufficed to keep .
all the existing pans in work. - '

4, In the pans north of Madras, though also in the old Chingleput District,
this privilege has not been observed.. Several hundred new pans have been formed
to meet the increasing wants of the Madras Kotars, and have been distributed by
the Superintendent of Salt, under the orders of the Collector, to various individuals
who have been supposed capable of working them. A due proportion having
always been granted to the Mirassidars, they have not complained at this issue of -
pans to others, though, had they prought a suit to recover for this alleged infrace
tion of their Mirassi rights, it might have been difficult to answer them.

5. On the last occasion -of new pans being given away to applicants, the
Government took objection to the practice, and supposing that the grant involved ~
a valuable consideration, directed that the practice should cease, and that the new
pans should, in future, be disposed of by auction. (Government Proceedings, 17th
February 1860, No. 250.) - .

G. If an extension of pans should be required, it'is possible that the Mirassi-
dars, on finding that the gratuitous issue to them of pans has been discontinued,
may object to their lands being made over to strangers, and may question, by‘a.
Civil action, the right of tho Government thus to transfer them. They appear to .
me to have Scction 6, Regulation I. of 1805 in their favor, and that the manufac- -
ture of salt should, like the cultivation of their lands, be offered to them, before
being given to strangers. . ) S

7. As to the various rates paid for salt manufactured in-the southern pans of
the District, and the cause of such payment, I would beg a reference to paragraphs

" 31 and 42 of my letter to Mr. Pelly, dated 26th July 1860.

8. The Government pledged themselves, in 1803, to take salt at certain .

prices, which were cquivalent to the profits obtained by the pan-holders, before
the salt monopoly was established ; and those prices are guaranteed by Section 4
of the Regulation above-named. The quantity to be manufactured having been

fixed by tho Collector; it chould bo distributed over cach class of pan in fair pro-
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portion. The Government cannot, in my opinion, fill the local Kotars from
Otl.ler quarter at which they may be able to procure cheaper salt, but are bo z;n}lr
think, to take it from the neighbouring pans. Section 5 points oz1t their dise m:f "
ary powers in this respect, and by it, I conccive, that the local manufacturzfslz;lé

entitled to compensation, if the Government obtain their salt from elsewhere, as t1
4 yas the -

““ usual” place of manufacture would not have béen respeeted, thoush. g} 1

course of trade render the salt deptt unnccessary, it may, I tl,link Ee 7(,1 1?u1c the
with it tho pans, without granting compensation o the pan-loklers, for this coue:
tion of manufacture would have been caused, not for a Governme;t pur (;cosia-
by a deviation in the trade which the Government could not control. bose, but

9.. They can limit the quantity to be stored at any particular Kotar and in -
b

this manner contract the purchases made, wherever the price was comparatively

‘high ; but as the highest bears but a very small proportion to the monopoly rate,
H

it would be bad policy to restrain manufacture below the probable demand.

(True Copy.)
: (Signed) E. G. R. FANE,

Collector,

From the Collector of South Arcot, to the‘ Secretary to the Board of Revenue
dated Tindevanam, 6th October 1862, No. —. ’

' 1. I have the honor to report on the subject of the Mirassi privileges
enjoyed by the salt manufacturers of this District, as required in paragraph 6 of l:he
Orders of Government, dated 12th May last, No. 1,043, and receiv.e:i by me with
the Board’s Circular Proceedings of the 20th idem, No. 3,231, Standing.

2. I considered it to be the immediate province of the Deputy Collector in .

charge of the Salt to institute the inquiries needed, to enable me to furnish tie
Goyernment with accurate and reliable data, in regard to the important matter ;n
which they desired information; and I accordingly called upon Mahomed Isuff
carefully to ascertain every particular ealculated to throw light on the * nature
and extent” of the salt Mirassi privileges, and he was charged especially to find
out whether, in the view of thosc interested, or from any record extant, there was
ground for the belief, that ¢ Government are in any way pledged or’ bound to
“ continue or extend the manufacture when equally good salt canobe obtained at a
“ cheaper rate from other pans,” or, I may add, when the necessity for its manu-
facture, as at present, ccases.
3. The Deputy Collector has fully carried out my instructioné, and in the
accompanying copy of a Report to my address, the Board and Governmént will
find the subject of the manufacture of salt in this District, from the earlicst times
fully and ably discussed. Mahomed Esuff has apparently collated every informaz
tton available, and I have nothing to add which could throw additional light on

the .natter.

4. The extent and nature of the Mirassi privileges appertaining to the salt
Ryots, at cach of the four places -of
manufacture in South Arcot, are clearly
defined ; and it is, I think, satixfactorily
shewn that Government are not ‘‘ pledged or bound to continuc or extend tho

Merkanum. Teagavelly.
Gundalum. Killay.

.

.

o

" more frequently involved them in pec

. support of his views.

- which the Deputy Collector, in immediate ¢

" is entitled to consideration, while

- of a Native of this country. As a M
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manufacture when equally good salt can be obtained at a cheaper rate” elsewhere.
Neither do the manufacturers, nor those interested in the existing system, make
any claim of the kind, and there is nothing on record to support it. Tlow far the
Government might think it equitable, or consistent with those prineiples which
have ever regulated its treatment of immemorial and preseriptive rights and
privileges, is another question ; and it is one which ¢ould necessarily be considered
and dealt with when the discontinuance of the present system of manufacture was
resolved upon. At present, thercfore, any suggestion on this head would be
premature,
5. 1 must express my dissent from the opinion put forth by the Deputy
Collector, in the Sth paragraph of his Report, where he advocates the system of
“Tuccavy.” My experience is decidedly opposed to the grant of such advances,
either to the manufacturers of salt, or to the land Ryots. It was, I believe, the
hat led to its entire prohibition. With all
the caution observed in distributing the Tuccavy, not one-half of the money ever
reached the hands of those whom it was intended to bencfit, while the prospect of
the advances induced improvident habits, and, in place of assisting the Ryots, it
uniary embarrassments.
6. The various documents in my office, to which Mahomed Esuff had every
which he makes referenco in his Report, are all on the records of the
y can be readily appealed to, in proof
from them by the Deputy Collector, in

prominent cvils attending the system t

access, and to
Revenue Board ; so that, if necessary, the

of the corrcetness of the inferences drawn

I think, to notice here the ability and zeal
harge of the Salt Department, has inva-
on of all the duties with which I have entrusted him,
because I am of opinion that, in view of the import-
Lo so efficiently cxercises immediate control, he
Mahomed Esuff’s superior cducation and attain-
y post under Government within the reach
agisterial Officer, I do not hesitate to pro-

nounce his qualifications to far cxceed those of any Native public servant I havo
ever met ; and I confidently trust that the Board will be pleased to give support
that Mahomed Esuff be promoted, at an carly date, to a
y Collector than he now holds.

(True Copy.)
' (Signed) G. BANBURY,

Acting Collector.

7. Ttis hardly out of place,
riably displayed in the exccuti
and I do so, on this occasion,

ance of the department over which

ments rcally quality Lim for almost an

to my rccommendation,
higher grade in the rank of Deput

ollector of South Arcot, to the Collector of South Arcot, dated Cuddalore, 24th

From the Deputy C
September 1862, No. 726.

With reference to your letter, dated 2nd June 1862, No. 278, requesting me fo report
edings, dated 12th May 1862, No. 1,043, T have the

roment being one of vital importance to

t in this District, it is necessary, to its
In the

1.
upon paragraph G of the Government Pr?ce
honor to state, that the question now mooted by Gove
the interests of a large class of Ryots, who manufa.lcture.sal . !
proper understanding, to enter into their early history in connection with the salt pans.



4 P?'ocee(1{7zgs of the ﬂ[adrqs Gorernment, Revenue Department,
27th November 1265.

absence of any authentic information upon the subject from the records of this District, I have been
necessarily led to prosccute my inquirics among the old and respectable Ryots, and ‘the result I
bave the honor to submit as follows.

2. The right of Mirassi, as regards salt pans, exists, so far as this District ig concerned, in
the Merkanum Division, and is contended for by a large class of salt manufacturcrs belonging to
the Madali caste, generally known b_y the name of Kondacutle Vellalers. Tt would appear that,
prior to the advent of the British supremacy in Southern India, and during the regimé of itg
Native Princes, the ancestors of these people emigrated to these parts, and having, in course of
time, cleared the country round, divided it into villages, and formed settlements, now knowp by
the names of Merkanum, Kandadoo, &c. These villages are situated within two to four miles of
each other, and divided by a salt-water inlet. . :

3. This class of people in intelligence, wealth, and enterprise far surpass others, and are

- specially devoted to agricultural pursuits ; but in this instance, eithg:r from the sterile nature of
the surrounding soil for agricultural purposes, or its elizibility for the production of an article fap
mors rémuncrative than grain, they appear to have'devoted themselves to the latter; go o large
tract of land, contiguous to the back-water, was re-claimad anl divided into lots or sh:u'cs; and the
manufacture procceded from season to ssason ; the produce boing divided between the Ryots and
the Sovereign, at the rate of five to one share, respectively. .

4. The result of this arrangcment proving, however, scanty and precarious, g g'mt of

Nunjah land, ealled * Cawny Atche,” was
bestowed on each of the Ryots, in Proportion *

to the number of ullums he Leld, to stmulate

him to further exertions, .

5. The inducement thus aforded continued until the country had passed undey the Mzhom.

medan rules, when Royajee, the Prime Minister of the then reigning Nawab of Arcot, withdrew it
and substituted an equal division of the net procecds of the sale between Circar and the Ryot i}
Oolcoody, or four to six shares if Poracoody. Subsequently, after the introduction of the monopoly
by the Dritish Government, this principle wag
acted upon, the rates having been caleulated,
on an average of the net proceeds of the sales,
for five preceding Fuslies.t -

* 24 Cawnies to four men’s holding or ullums,

t In accordance with the provision of Section 4, Regulation
L of 1005, :

6. These rates have since undergone some slight modifications, as may be observed by‘t;h‘e )

anncxed Statement; but, upon the whole, the main principle hasnot been deviated from, although
the price of the article has arisen from twenty-five to one Lundred and cighty Rupees per garce,

7. Simultancous with the creation of the pans, a staff of village officials was entertained ;

each had his duty assigned to him, as indicated

by his official designation, and was remunerated

(())l:: ?’32%’3}. by fees from the sale proceeds of the produce.

. Oce Kugasulay, or measuriog man.  hase eontinued up to 1830, when they were

conmuted, under the orders of Government, to fized salarics paid each month ; and as a detailed

and copious account on this subject appears to have been submitted to Govcrnm?nt by Mr. Bird,

late Collector of this District, in his letter, dated 18th July 1850, I shall refrain from dwelling

One Monigar,
One Curpum.

further upon it. .
8. Thus, under the auspices of the Native Sovercigns, upwards of five hundred years ago,

were these salt pans first created and bestowed upon the Vellalers ; they are now their B'Ieras (inhe-
ritance), and as such, have been in their occupancy ever since, and descend, like other xmmo-vcablf
property, in their families. They are subject to transfer, sale, mortgage, gift, &c., at the will an¢

pleasure of the Ryot ; but these privileges do not give him absolute right to the soil. Regulation-

XXV. of 1802 ignores it, and vests it in the paramount power. Ilis tenure depends upon this

fulfilment of the conditions under which he is permitted to hold it, viz., to keep it up from rclax-)s-
ing into waste ; to prepare and improve it when the manufacturing scason arrives; to provide
(-]

.
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means for the manufacturer to raise a given quantity ; and to guard against peculation, &e.
Breach of any of these conditions, either wilful or otherwise, renders it liable to be revoked by the
Sovereign. For years past, the system of Tuccavy prevailed in the pans ; a system as wise in its
policy, as it was benevolent in its intention ; but having been found to be opened to much and
serious abuse, it was discontinued. The occupancy then of a salt pan in Mirassi, is governed on
the same principle as a grain land. Indeed, the analogy is striking. .

9. Originally, the area of salt pans under cultivation' would appear to have been not very
extensive. Latterly, in 1823, during the time of Mr. Hide, it was ?ugmented l?y the creation
of new pans called Carumboo from a large tract of waste land,. at .the Jo.mt expense 'of the Govern-
ment and the Mirassidars ; these pans have been under cull.hwa,tton with the Shalkf.hl, or old cul-
tivated pans, ever since, and classed under the category of Mirassi lands. They are improved and

prepared annually at the expense of the manufaeturgrs. )
10. An attempt was made by Mr. Ashton, a late Collector of District, in 1839, to cultivate
these pans in Amani, but was directed to desist, under the orders.of the Board', who were ?ppealed
to by the Mirassidars against the interference of the Collector with lands which they .cla-.xmed on
the score of Mirassi, long occupancy, and large sums laid out .by t.hem annually for their improve-
ment, The grounds are fair and tenable, and cannot be galr{saxd. ; but they go furthe.r an.d lay
claim to the whole extent of the waste land in and about. t.helr v1llages. by right of .Mu‘assx. 'It
could only be sustained on the plea of its having been originally re-claimed by their ancest?:s,
though it does appear very strange, by Mr. Ashton’s J umma‘bundy I.{eport, da:ced 26th Novem Ic?
1839, that no objections were ever raised by them, when portions of it were given away to appli-

cants other than themselves.
11. This, however, furnishes only another argument, strengthening what has been already

advanced, touching the absolute right of the sovereign to the soil ; .it is a tacit acknowlefdgm.ent
of the fact ; for what would a piece of land, no matter whether Shaikal or Carumboo, L.In‘asm ?r
otherwise, avail the Mirassidar, if the Government cho.se to interdict the manufacture upon it. Thlil
they have a perfect right to do by Section 4, Regulation XXV, of 1802, and Regulation . of 1805
enjoing the manufacture expressly for, and on account of, Government. 'G?nerally pr?ferexfce
is given to the Oolkudy when applications are made for salt. I?ans, and this m. con.f(.)rmlty with
instructions conveyed in a Despatch from the Ilome Authorities. In case of 1nab11{ty to take

them up, they are given away to others. ) |
12. Under any circumstances, however, it does not appear that ‘‘ Government are in any

way pledzed or bound to continue or extend the manufacture” .in these pans: W;in tl:ieidsa.lt
monopoly was introduced, the Mirassidars were called upon to cul.twate these pans. ey did so,
and have done so ever since, and remunerated at old and established rates; but no agree'men!;,
verbal or written, expressed or implied, appears to have passed between ,Eh-e S;ate and the ?thl‘aSSl-
dars, obligatory on the former to ** continue or extend t.he manufacture v)ms t ese p:ns. o never
could be so without rendering the provisions of Regulation XXV. of 1802, Section 4, nugatory.

13. On the other hand, so long as the manufacture c01.1tinues, the Govrernment are bound.
to the fixed rates of Kudivarum which have obtained the fanctxon of . l?ng and.xmmer:lllorla.lhusage :
'nay, the provisions of Section 4, Regulation I. of 1805, renders it imperative, unless they are
altered by the mutual consent of the Ryot and the State. o

14. As regards the southern pans of this District, it does not appear that any Mirassi, or the
shadow of it, has ever existed then. The pans were crea.ted under the Mahon}llme_dan f(.}(zzer;);n'iit};
and subsequently augmented by new ones granted .to applicants, under. th.e al:lt ority o t(;,l riti
Government. They are cultivated by R;rots without that class dlstmc.i‘lon; anfong ] 21111, , ;::
s Qolkudy or Porakudy,” and their right in respect of transfel: by sale, gift, &c., is precisely
same as that of a Mirassidar, or any cultivator of a common gral? land. o

15. Certain Russums were originally in existence i}1 Killay, and an Al-ﬂa,m }‘Ifamun; in
Teagavelly ; none in Goondalam. These Russums were paid to officers for duties performed in
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