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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| 97th November 1863. ‘

No. 503. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Financial Department i— ) -

Diregting the retention of the exigting system
ofclassified Talook and District accounts, and )
approving the Board’s proposal about closing (Here enter 218t November 1863, No. 537.)
the monthly account of receipts and payments :
in all Sub-Offices.

No. 504. ORDER THEREON, 27th November 1865, No. 2,917,
Miscellaneous; " Ordered to be recordéd.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
Acting Under Secretary to Qovernment.

£xd. 8. T. Augustin.
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- Read the following Government QOrder,

e e blON a6 present required cou

R 4

> t, Financial Department,
Proceedings of the Madras Governmen

015t November 1865.

!‘ ad o . 1 Eroceedings Of th@
(}enexa] dated Qath, and recorded 1n
agal Accountant ’
(J B n 1ett€r from tlle

No. 461.
27th September 1865, ‘ .
Read also the fullowing Proc:zedmgs o

1865, No. 6758.

f th;: Board of Revenue, dated 23cd October
No, 33.

dated 27th September 1865, No. 461, Financial

epartment :— -
ABST]:AgT — Torwarding to the Board, for early reports

) . Foster,
submitting copy of a Memorandum.drawn up 12 l\::d rce)port
deputed by the Government of India to examis

Presidency.

a letter from the Accountant General,
Commissiover of Accounts, recently
upon the system of Accounts in this

fi ing Order, the Ac
in his? dum recorded in the foregoing UrdeT,
vo that in b Memm‘a“ f Accounts recently
1. The .Bc.)ard obsery that the principal difference detwee.n the s'ystem of Accout yesenty
’ counts Commissione? Sta-tesB Zgal and that mow in force in this Presidency comsists 1n
brought into operation in b€

Treasury Cash Accounts Current to the. Acc-ounta,nt. G:nej‘al; bax;t;:
of rendering the monthly has overlooked the very material difference of system .
making this statement, Mr. Pt €7 District Treasuries—the Cash Accounts of these Offices

gards the Accounts of the subarcineye rter Treaswy under the Bengal system ; whereas in this

i - ua . . 3
e e tmnsmlttIEd t?\thzui: 5:} (elach Sub-Treasury are submitted in a classified form at the
Presidency the complete ACC

close of each month.

interview with Mr. Foster, the Board have al-
2. - In the proceedin

ready pointed out that for the due administra-
tion of the Department, it is necessary that the

gs recorded after their

538.
Dated 7th September 1865, No. &3¢

Accounts of each Sub-Treasury should be kep?

that the Officer in charge of the Sub-Treasury may exer®
tions of his own Department, ﬁnd ‘1:‘°“gh er' Fc;sterﬁem-
. ssification, it is evident that the complete classifica-
plains that his proposed syste ad?;[sogia(i:::‘ed vnder it. Such being the case, the adoption of
d}g tnhoet Accounts of Sub-Treasuries, would throw on the Head-quarter
as regatl') with which it would be quite unable to cope with the existing
Lreasury an amout o 0;1 liand would not in any way relieve the Establishmentof the
Establishment, and on the ocher uite understand that where the Sub-Treasuries are few in
Sub-Treasury. The Board Cfﬁ‘»’(‘1 3eceipts at such Treasuries comparatively insignificant, the
nuuwber, and the payments Bnts Commissioner might be adopted wixhouﬁ. throwing very much
system proposed by the Ac{;(l)'l:ﬁment of the Iead-quarter Treasury ; but where, as in this Presi-
.addiﬁo“al labor on the esta.. : and a large portion of the payments, take place at the Sub-
dency, the bulk of the recelphs,’ h varies in each District from five to fifteen, and the sums received
Trea'suries, the number of }le; aumerous sources, the labor of preparing from Vernacular
consist of small famougzsd daily from the numerous Suab-Treasuries, an English Account, whether
;A:lc::ﬁ::::g:?ﬁ:; fZ::la:b present in force, of in bllle partially classiﬁ?d form proposed by Mr,
Foster, would be very great, and a large increase of present Establishment would be required
for d; P;l:l::’z‘:‘l d»sé‘em. however, from paragraph 6 of Mr. Foster’s Memorandum, that he does
not contemplate the introduction of the Bengal system ofSub-Treasury Accoupts into this Pre.
sidency, as the proposals there made have reference to the transmission of the complete Accounts
" of a Sub-Treasury once a month, and the amalgamation of these Accounts wiih the District
Accounts every day is evidently not intended. But whether it is desired that these
Sub-Treasury Accoun.ts should be submitted to‘ thf: Head-quarter Treasury in their present form,
or whether an u.nclass.lﬁed Account Current, bringing together the totals of classified Schedules
?hould be submitted, is not clear, The Board observe that if the latter plan
increse of the Sub-Treasury Establishment would be necessary,
still bave to be prepared for purposes of Departmental check,
Current, with its Schedules, would be so much additional work,

4. As regards the Accounts of the Head-quarter Treasury,
above referred to, explained that they also must be kept in the;

* in the present classfied form, i order )
cise an efficient check over the transa

the Bengal system,

monlhly

were adopted, an
as the existing Accounts woyld

and the new furm of Account

the Board, in their Proceedings
r present form fur Departmental

v

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department
L

R1st November 1865.
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purposes ; but the Board expressed their willingness to have these Accounts i
P ] 3 ) s

:}]:cto&r;:n;fl;r&e;lsl: the hform d?sxred by Mr. Foster—though the prepara;;::“:;e(t]hgnth'e
e would be & much additional labor. Mr, Foster, in his Memorandum states th “r,
o lhehchsh o ‘propo(s:ed form.,would be: (1) that the entries can be kept up’day by da iy
minous document ; ax;gu(g th:lt.rz;tili ’:j:;fiint‘t)la Slj\eet o fooxscag’ i Bl of ping a VOI};;
: ; ‘ e Accounts’ can be despatched with: )
:;;L;sct:ft;:;rzlo;:egffthe }mon:h. The Board 'are, however, unable topadmibdd:.]:hi:] z:},?»vf
rospe Accounmﬁt A om; 1asTany advanta.ge'm'er that in which the Accounts are now submitta(;

o aountant ienf}:‘a H L‘nder the existing system, the several Ieads of Accounts are ma;
e eed y ;1 e ead-quarter‘Ofﬁce, and the same is done in every Sub-Treasur )
Gen:ra[ un)['“ then; 1ac;ua}]11y entered in the Accounts to be forwarded to the Accountar{,
e il the ¢ 1; o}t”fe month ; and the present form of classified Treasury Accoumt
e o n‘ a half sheets of foolscap; whereas, though the Proposed form of :
ed Accounts might be recorded on one sheet, the Schedules to accom any i o

f:upy at least‘ten or fifieen sheets, so that nothing would be really gained in tl;xi:y o rould oe-
gxezlg:aa?oz;;c: istoipmlon, would any time b.e saved in despatching the Accounts to t;eesi)::t. o
ral ; ] nut‘the actual preparation of the present form of Treasur A oiant
classified Abstract which occupies time and causes delay, but the having to ‘Z' it ;Counts from the
eorporate the Sub-'l‘.uig%sury Accognts with those of the Head-quarterDTreas:; o aac then .
S011S wouhf operate equally, no matter ip which form the Acconnts werp fag!! ?fal‘ld those rea-

. 8. The Board, therefore, can only arrive at the conclusion that notl;in.f‘ryilu ed

galx'ned b.y the adog tion'(ff the proposed foris of Accounts, unless it be that tl?e A)ca:toe'ver et
:;i”;ztmc(]l)x;n\izuil: lbheefnmhta.ted ;- and Mr, Lushington has already expressed his opiuicin:::: Gene'f
~ slight chang present system of submitting vouchcrs will afford him equal faci‘li‘tiet Ve;y
. . It

further would scem, from Mr. Lushington's letter, that ine proposed thange would throw ;
a Eieut )

(}‘cal of extra work on the Accountant General's Office; so that the adoption of this form of
> \ ""l } . c’

. Accounts would be as dx:advantageousfto that oflice, asto the offices of the Revenue Depart

« edusing everywhere consideralle additional labor., et

6. e sole advan: ] S . - ‘ .
1 e ttage then which would be gained by the change would be that the

“Accounts of the Centra ice i \ad . ;
ral Oflice in the Madras Presidency weuid Le hept en recisely the same

system as the Accowvnts of the Central Office in the Bengal Pfesidehcy—-thé variation in the'
e

circumstances of the two Provi ST . .,
1ovinces rendering it imposssible that the District Treasury Accounts

1
should be Zept on the same system, though the Account Current, as finally made up each month

wwlg be fubmitted to,the Central Office of each Government in the same form,

tngs, and they trnst’that 1;12 G]cl)-lvz}rl:moel::r oﬁ (i‘”f‘,mm;m ot s d of these roceed-
¢ r : 06 will be pleased to record their protest agains

:) hx:’!;, ?;e;};?: n?e:::h;:;icuetm:f pz;:izrapl.sé .is likely to cause a great deal of additiotn:.ld‘laazg;i
Accounts.in this Presidency hnsyreceii:flm;plc-r;%’alajz:en::i)e:.~ lf::‘; ‘::Ily iearsl’) o A
wherever it admitted of implfovenmnt, and the Officers whose ’speciai dut i:si tee" “"P.ro"ed»
the Accounts (Treasury Deputy Collectors) are only now becoming thorou{hl saCOusf’Pe';ntﬁ“d
.lhe coirect working of the sysiem. The most unfortunate resultsaare thp:rfoy;e l?k d]m;e b
ifany general change shou!d be hurriedly introduced, and at any rare,any altera’tione'y b
be deprecated, until experience has proved that, owing to the existing system, the A]s mucfh o
the Madras Presidency are forwarded to Calcutta either at a luter date, or ma ’le“ cofc?unf;s o
than the Accounts of the other Administrations of the Empire. ’ ° D
-8, The Beard Lave alreudy recorded that, in their opinion, Mr, Foster's proposal to closa
t'he Accc.uuts of the Sub-Treasuries (Talugs) on the 25th of each month would (l))n; b °;_°5~
non.able in g0 far as the documents purporting to be the Accounts of a particular montlyl : olie'c-
re?alxty be the Accounts of a portion only of that month and a portion of the previous o 'lli‘
The Accountant General has since shown that there would be another very sen'l:)us ob’se ?On\t.
such a course, viz,, that all means of comparison and check between the Accounts ki : '10" "0
Acccuntant Geperal’s Office, and the Returns received by other Department's, wculdp l]»: dtehse

. No. 36.
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Proceedings of the M. adras Government, Financial Department,
21st November 1865,

troyed, and the Board concur with Mr. Lushington that for this reason the adoption of such a
plan would not be expedient.

9. Mr. Lushington proposes a scheme which wguld obviate the inconvenience above referred
to, and would, at the same time, secure some of the advantages obtainable under Mr., Foster’s
Mr. Lushington proposes that the Talug Accounts should be closed on the 28th of
ceipls should be permitted, or payments be made, between that date

and the close of the month. The Board observe
. on this point that the closing of all Sub-Offices

proposal.
each month, and that no re

# Talog 'freasuries. .
- IS{“"}’!: Ofgg"’- of receipt and payment* for the last three days
egister do. R .
. 2 of all months of thirty-one days, and.for the

Balt Treasuries. .
Sea Customs Treasuries,

* Land do.  do, last two days of other months, might occasionally

cause serlous inconvenience, They think it

. itted at any Sub-Office of receipt or

would be sufficient, if, as a rule, no transactions were pen?n
counts being closed and made up at noon on the

payment on the last day of each month, the Ac e . :
previous day, and despatched in the evening, Where such offices are situated at a great distance
’ t to their being closed for two days ;

from the Ilead-quarter Treasury, the Board would not 'objec
but it rarely happens that an office of this description s more distant than twenty-four hours’

pest from the Head-quarter Tieasury and possibly in some such cases, t'he Postal ar.rangements"‘
might be improved: The Board believe that were this ayr.angemeflt carried f’“t,: 3‘{d if the work
of the several Account Departments we're’ performed in a systematic and business-like manner, it
would be feasible for all Collectors to'd‘espatch their Monthly Treasury Accounts to the Accqunt-
ant General on the 4th of each month. (A true Extract): ; | '

(Signed) R. A.DALYELL,

.4-4"1, P 1, _ne

To . Hudleston, Esq., Acting- Secretary lo Government, B. D.

Transferred to the Financial Department.
(Signed) W.HUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary to Government.

ORpER THEREON, 21st November 1865, No. 537.
best consideration to the question,
pue Board in maintaining the opinion already expressed

that the retention of the existing system of classified Taluq and District accounts is preferable

1o the introduction of the unclassified system proposed in lieu of it ; and as they feel confident
system cannot fail to be admitted oo further trial,

that the superior advantages of the present )

they trust that no change in tbis respect may be requ.xred by the Supreme Government, at least
until experience has proved that owing to the existing system the accounts from Madras are
forwarded to Calcutta either at a later date, orina less correct form than those of the other
administrations of the Empire,

2. The Government approve of the Board’
and payments at all Sub-Offices be closed at noon of the last day but one of each month.
8. Any later transactions that may be absolutely necessary within the month could be

The Goverumert Lave given their and they fully concur
with the Accountant General and Reve

s proposal that the month's account of receipts

wing month.

brought to account on the 1st of the follo
(True Extract),

Chief Secrelary.

To the Accountant General.
Board of Revenue.
Revenue Department. \

i3}

Exd, J. 1. Burns,

TS ee (c/z('a/
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