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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
17th November 1865.

Read the following letters :—

No. 308. From the Resident of Travancore and Cochin, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Txevandrum, 3rd November
18635, No. 87.

1. I have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of His Excel-
lency the Governor in Council, copy of a letter (No. 3,759-R 84) dated 1st instant
from the Dewan of Travancore, complaining of the hardship inflicted upon thig,
State by the Rules* for shipment of the
Saltat Bombay, by which the full duty .

is charged on the actual wastage, as well
as on other deficiency found in the salt at the port of destination.

* Vide Proceedings of the Government of Bom-
bay, No. 2,953, “dated 11th J uly 1565,

2. The Dewan points out that much advantage was calculated upon in the
recent interportz‘ml arrangements, in the cheapening of Bombay salt required for
Travancore; but that the above Rules, subsequently passed, have had almost a
prohibitory effect, and that great embarrassment is found in procuring the requisite
supplics of salt for the present season.

3. It is argued that a certain wastage is inevitable, (as must be allowed ) inde- . -
pendent of deficiencies from smug gling and other illicit causes, and that to impose
full duty on the former is to levy a penalty for an offence that was never committed.
It is also virtually charging a part of the salt supplied to Travancore at the
monopoly selling price, instead of on the usual terms,

4. The Government, in their communication to the Bombay Government,
dated 5th June last, No. 1,212, considered that the importer could raise the contract
rate so as to recover the loss occasioned by the penalty on the wastage. This, sup*
posing the salt to be measured in the same way on shipment and on delivery, as has
now been arranged in the letter quoted, virtually enhances the price of the salt
whether imported into Malabar or Travancore; but there is this difference, that in
the former case the Government is re-imbursed by the full duty on the wastage,
while the Travancore Sirkar suffers the loss in the enhanced price at which it has to
purchase salt without any such compensatory return, and in this respect is placed at
a disadvantage in comparison with the British Districts in obtaining its supply cf
salt and the revenue from its sale, which is a position opposed to the general tenor
of the recent interportal atrangements. )

5. Thesum involved is considerable. ‘Taking the real wastage at 10 per cent.,
as was formerly fixed, and as is believed not to be excessive in the case of shipment
by sca, the penalty on the wastage on the import of Bombay salt into Travancore
would amount often to as much as Rupees 86,000 in the year.

6. Should the Government not be dlsposed to re-consider the rule in question,
in reference to the argument in paragraph 3 above, I would submit, for their con-
sideration, whether without relaxing the rule in its application to the importers, the
case may not properly be met by allowing the Travancore Sircar the refund of the
foll duty_thus levied on the actual wastage fixed at 10 per cent., or any other rate’
that may be considered proper.

- 7. No salt passes out-of Travancore for consumption in British India, 50 that’
there is no fear of this remission of penalty extending beyond the salt actuall) con-

sumed in this State, and as the transaction would be between the Bombay Govern-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reveny

e I)epartment,
17th November 18635.

ment and the Sirkar, there would he no in
no benefit by it, to take advantage of it for

8. The subject, as above observed, is
making its arrangements for the current
early consideration,

ducement to the importers, who have
any unfair purposes.

one of great importance to the Sirkar in
year, and I would beg the favor of its

From the Resident of Travancore and Cochin, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Sajnt George, dated Trevandrum, 8th November

No. 309.

1865, No. 92.
PY— - In further elucidation of my letter,
uantity astage or P J 3

Years. imported. | doficicaey, centzfge. No. 87 of the 3rd msta.mt, I ha.ve the
— honor to state for the information of
- | In. Mds. In. Mds. Government, that fromaStatement sub-
iggi}-gg l,gg,?gg l’é,ggg 103 sequently received, it appears that the
1862-63 2,90, 254 26:270é ;7)% wastage on the quanti-ty of Salt import-
1863-64 | 1,36,168 12,6351 o1 ed from Bombay into Travancore
1864-65 | 2,33,700 21,925} 9% during the last five years, averaged
Total ...| 9,03,391 84,5681 9% per cent. as particularized in the

' ~ margin,

No. 310. ORrDER THEREdN, 17th November 1865, No. 2,823.

Separate Revenue, No, 15, 1. The Government consider

o — that it would be very impolitic to
ot relax the recent rule charging duty on
all short deliveries on the coast of salt

exp;)rted from Bombay ; but they admit the force of the argument derived from the "

fact that the duty so charged goes into the Government exchequer, and thus pro
tanto re-imburses Government for the additional price they have to pay for the salt
on the coast to the exporfer, while the Travancore Government can derive no such
incidental compensation.

2. The Government therefore consider that in furtherance of recent arrange-
ments for putting the trade of the Sirkars on an equal footing with that of British
India, it will be proper to make to the Sirkars an allowance equal to the duty
charged on the legitimate unavoidable wastage on salt supplied to the Sirkars,
between export and delivery. .

3., The Board of Revenue will report, with as little delay as possible, what
per-centage of wastage may, in their opinion, properly be allowed to cover this loss,

4. The Resident will report in what way the allowance can most conveniently
be adjusted. '

(True Extract.)

Acting Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue.
»» the Resident at Travancore and Cochin.

Exd. 5. T. Augustin.
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