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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- o 17th November 1865. '

Read the following :—

No. 299, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th November 1863, ,
Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Ganjam, to the Acting Sccre-
» . tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chetterpore, 25th Octoher 1865,
' No. 2,244, ° -
. L. I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Board, copy of a
letter rocejved from Captain Philipps, Executive Engineer of this part of the District,
detailing the state of the crops in the part of the country under his supervision.

. 2. Iregret that Captain Philipps’ account is corroborated by the reports of
the Revenue Officers, and by my own obscrvation. -

3. Inthe Berhampore and Ganjam portions of the Talooks, large tracts of
paddy have withered or are withering. ' ’ :

4. The crops in Clicacole and the neighbourhood are in a better condition,
but I am informed that unless rain should fall speedily there will be much loss
there also.

5. In Goomsur, Kemidy, and the Maliahs the crops are said to be gocd.

6. Large supplies of grain are usually drawn from the Cuttack and. Poorce

- Districts by way of the Chilka lake, and this trade is senerally continuous through-

out the ycar, but for the last month it has entirely ceased, and this has been follow-
ed by a general closing of the stores of grain throughout this part of the country.

7. For the last ten days rice and other grains have been procured with the
greatest difliculty, the bazaars have been almost closed, and it has been with great
trouble that the troops at Berhampore, the Police, and other Establishments have
been supplied, and the sufferings of the poor are in many places very great. TLis
stato of affuirs exists, as Tam at present informed, in the Berhampore, Russcleon- -
dah, Poorshottapore, Ganjam, and Chetterpore Divisions. :

. 8. Tam not able at present to state whether this cessation of trade is owing
to any real scarcity of food in the country, or whether it is caused by the bad
prospects of the harvest hiere and in Bengal, and by the desire of the merchants to
hold b:}ck their stocks until the season is more advanced and prices‘ are higher,

9. Tam informed by those who ought to know, that thereis no real scarcity,
and although the crops Lere are bad, there is every prospect of the District pro-
ducing ample for its own supply during the coming harvest,

10. I shall do all in my power to keep the markets open, and trust that before
long the bazaars will be supplied again as usual. '

11. One cause of the heavy failure of crops is found in the practico of the

- peoplo of this District to plant paddy in every available piece of ground, without

reference to means of irrigation ; usually the rain fall is good and a fuir crop is
reared without much irrigation, Lut in bad scasons, like the pass and the present,
the loss of crop is very scvere, : '

Submitted for the information of Government. The Board regfct to learn that
the prospeets of the harvest are so very unfavorable,

’
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