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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 15th November 1865. : '

No. 245. Read the following letter from the Accéuntant General, to‘;the Chief

Sccretary to Government, dated Fort Saint G‘reorrre, 17th Octob["“i’(“‘rf),
No. 130 :— ,

1. Adverting to the Order of Government in the Revenue Department,
dated 28th July last, I have the honor to submit, for the information of His
Excellency the Governor in Council, a brief summary of the replies received from
the Districts to my Circular of the 2nd August last, directing Collectors to report,
with reference to paragraph 4 of the above Order under what systemn- the issue
and rcceipts of Currency Notes is conducted in their Districts. From these
rcphes it will be observed that in its main features this system, which is indeed

that prescribed in the series of Circulars issued by this Office on the subject, is

nearly the same in all the Districts, trifling differonces on minor points, and of an
ummportant nature being observable in some of them. -
2. Circular No. 51 of that series, dated 31st December 1864, prescribes a

' form of Register of Notes reccived and issued, to be kept up in each District, in

which the names of all parties, either receiving Notes, or paying them into the
Treasury, are requued to be entered. If this Register be properly kept up, and

flcqucntly inspected, asit ought to be, by the Collector, any partiality cvinced -

by the Treasury Officer in the issue of Notes could not long escape detection, as
the frequent recurrence of any one name in the Register Would be sure to attract

attention; and I can only attribute the non-discovefy at an earlier date of the

malpractices brought to notice in the District of Kurnool, to the failure of
the Collector to exercise the necessary precaution of occasmnally inspecting the
‘Registers, It does not appear to me, however, that there is any likelihood of
‘similar misconduct on the part of a Treasury Ofﬁcer, in future, as very stringent

ordcrs have recently cmanated from the Sapreme Government prohibiting the:
issuc of Currcncy Notes to Merchants and Soucars for the purpose of remittance

even for small sums. It will not be nccessary, therefore, that this Government
ghould take further action in the matter, as it will be my duty to see that the
. Orders of the Government of India on the subject are duly observed. The
Treasuries will in future be amply supplied with Curreney Notes for local circu-
 lation, but not for remittance transactions, and Treasury Oﬁicers have been advised

accordmvly

3. With refcrence to the concluding paragraphs of the foregom" order, in -
which it is observed that the Government cannot allow the Collectors to be put

aside in the manner that they now’ are in much important treasury work, and

~desire that I should submit for their approval, rules to cnsure that the Collﬂctors ,

shall be kept fully informed of all direct correspondence between my Office and
. the District Treasury Officers, I have the honor to state, that so far from wishing
to put aside the authority of the Collectors in the slightest degree, it has fxlways

been my. earnest endeavor to draw the attention of those 'Officers to the -

importance of their treasury worL and to sccure their co-operation in the
discharge of the duties connected therewith. By some of. the Collectors and
I would here specially mention those of Tanjore, South Canara, Godavery,
Vlmwapatam, and the present Collector of South Arcot, the duties conneeted with
the Treasury Dcpartment are, estlmatod at their proper. value, and from those
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Officers I have invariably received willing and valuable assistance ; but by others, :
and they unfoi'tunately form the majority, treasury work is viewed with distaste,
. and as comparatively unimportant, and it is consequently left almost éntiroly to
the Deputy Collector to discharge. ' S
- 4. All correspondence proceeding from this Office is, as a matter of form, -
commonly addressed to the Officer in immediato charge of the ‘treasury; but I |
now learn, for the first time, that the correspondence s not scen by the Collector. *
Itook it for granted that no letters either passed into, or out of the Deputy
Collector’s Office, without the cognizance of his superior Officer, and that such
- supervision is exercised by the Officers whom I have named is manifest from -
the fact that I invariably receive replies from them to all letters of ordinary
. importance, even though they be addressed to the Treasury Officer. I submit ,
- therefore that, if the authority of Collectors is in any way put aside by their
Deputies, as the Government are disposed to think, that the fault rests not with

this Office, but with the Collectors themselves, and the remedy for the sameis

in their own hands. ‘ , :

5. It would be difficult, with the varied cor1‘eéponde11ce which proceeds

- from this Office, to lay down any precise rule defining what letters should be
addressed to the Collector, and what to hig Deputy; but, as a gencral rule, I am

of the District should be brought - under-the immediate consideration of tho
Collector, and disposed of by him; while all letters relating simply to matters of
account would probably be more readily disposed of DLy the Treasury Otlicer. "
But if this rule be adopted, it will be necessary to provide that, during the absence :
of the Collector from the Huzoor, the Treasury Officer shall bo empowered to.
open all letters from this Office whether addressed to the Collector or his Deputy,
as such letters frequently relate to remittances or Payments of drafts, which
require immediate attention, and would not admit of a previous reference to the -
_absent Collector, ’ . . ;
6. Iregret the delay which has occurred in answering this rbf'ercnce, and|
which has been caused by my having boen only put in possession of the replics,
- of two of the Collectors late last evening, ' 3

————

Transferred to the Revenue Department for disposal.
’ ' (Signed) W. IUDLESTON, - |

17tk Octoler 1865, Aeting Secretary to Government,

‘ :No. 2406. OrpER THEREON, 15th November 1865, No. 2,792, o

1. Ordered to be communicated to the Revenue!
Board. ' |

2. The Government accept Mr. Lushington’s assurances that in {he matter of’

the Currency Notes no action on their part is necessary., '
‘ 3. Asto the question of the departmental correspondence, the Government had’
1o intention whatever to imputoe to Mr. Lushington any intention to sot the Collee-
tors improperly aside in tho ‘despatch of treasury business, although they saw.

1Tiscellaneous.
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rcason to believe that practically the result of the system of dircet correspondence
between the Accountant General’s Officc and the Deputy Collectors in charge of
Treasuries was that the Collector had ceased to be cognizant of much that went on
in this very important department of District administration, and there is no room

-to doubt that this has been the case, ~

' 4. The Government have no desire to insist on Collectors directly carrying
onall petty detail correspondence between the Accountant General’s Office and. ",
the District Treasuries, which the Deputy Collectors are fully competent to dispose :
of, but they deem it indispensable that the Collector be kept acquainted with all that

f : goes onin the Department, and that nothing of importance is disposed of without his

knowledge and concurrence, even if ths correspondence does not rug in his name.

f C 9. The Board of Revenue will, therefore, instruct Collectors that they are at
intervals of not more than a week to call for and perusc all correspondence that
may have taken place directly through the Acconntant General’s Office and their
Deputy in charge of the treasury since last inspection, making a note of each Inspee-

 tion in the correspondence book ; and that they are to order their Deputies to take - ‘
thoir instructions upon every matter of importance that may form the subject of any B

 direct letter from the Accountant Genoral before replying to it, and in their answer ;

. to state that they reply ¢ under the instructions of the Collector.” Should any o 1
emergent reference in the Collector’s absence render this course impracticable, the |
Deputy Collector will take the letter and his draft reply to any Covenanted Revenue 3
Officer at head quarters, and consult with him before its despatch, and he will at a
once report to the Collector what he has done, and forward the correspondence for }
his information, The Accountant General will be good enough in any matters of
importance to dircct the Deputy Collectors to take the instructions of the Collector,
and to inform him in their reply that they have done so. \

6. The Government will hold the Deputy Collectors responsible for strict
observance of these orders in good faith, and will visit with their - severest dis-
pleasure any wilful disregard of them. v ) o

_ 7. Collectors must distinetly understand that they have not been relieved
from responsibility for the proper administration of their Treasury Departments,
and that it is their duty as much as ever to see that al/ the Departments of their
office are properly and punctually worked, although the addition of a Deputy to their ’

! . establishment may have enabled them to transfer the actual charge of any parti- N

cular work., ' ' '

e

TN K e R, T G L R e

o e e

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. IIUDLESTON.

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue., .
»» the Accountant General.

Fzd. S. T, Augustin,
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