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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Départmenty,
10th Nocember 1865. |

.No. 117. Rea(i the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
) India, ITome Department, to the Acting Secretary to the Government
of Madras, dated Simla, the 11th October 1865, No. 2,691 :—

1. Tam directed to acknowledge your letter No. 2,015, dated the 28th
August, referring, for the orders of the Government of India, an application by a
Mr. Storne for such a limited monopoly as may enable him, in the cvent of his

. discovering a remuncrative gold field, to exclude others from its immediate neigh-
bourhood for a term of years; and requesting to be favored with an expression of
the views of the Government of India, on the general question of encouraging
efforts to find gold in India in remunerative quantity.

2. In reply, I am desired to say that the Governor General in Council sees
no objection, in the present instance, to_a compliance with Mr. Sterne’s request,
dealing with the case asa special one. His Excellency in Council would suggest,
however, for the consideration of the Madras Government, whether it will not be
sufficient to limit Mr. Sterne’s monopoly to, say, seven or at most ten ycars, and
whetlier he may not fairly be required to pay a royalty of not less than 10 per
cont. on the gold which he may realize. Two thousand acres seems to the
Governor General in Council a large area; but on this, as well as on the other
points above-mentioned, he would wish to leave the decision entirely to the

. Judgment of the Madras Government.

‘ 3. The Governor General in Council assumes that the land on which it is

* supposcd that gold may be discovered is the property of Government. The Order
of the Madras Government, dated the 17th of August, refers, it is observed, only to

such land. . - '

4. With regard to the larger question suggested by your letter, I am to state
£1at the Governor General in Council does not think it necessary at present to lay
d»wn general rules for dealing with this matter. If gold should be discovered in
I.dia in any large quantities, so as_to attract a numerous bgdy of foreign gold
diggers, rules and restrictions, and Police arrangements will doubtless become

neeessary, which it scems now premature to consider. And if the Government of
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Madras should hercafter sce any probability of such a successful result attending -

Mr. Sternc’s researches, as may be likely to bring others to the same ficld of
discovery, the Governor General in Counqll would beg .lhs Excellency in Council
-at once to consider what arrangements will be most suitable to the circumstances

of the Madras Presidency, and to the position of the Government as owners of the -

~ soil, whenever the property is not vested in private individuals. The Tlatter
eircumstance would scem to give the Government in this country a complete right
- either to reserve the right of working gold ficlds to tire State, or to permit their
working by private parties ander such rules as shall give to the State a reasonable

gshare of the produce, making full allowance for the uucertainty and the expense
of the operations undertaken. .

No. 118. . ~ ORDER THEREOY, 10th Novembér 1855, No. 2,728.

1. Ordered that Mr. Sternc be informed by letter
that the Government are willing to grant him a monopoly
for ten'years of the gold and other metals in such area of
Government waste land not exceeding 2,000 acres, in one or more blocks of not
533 siza tha1 5)0 Azres cach or thereabouts, as he may select and point out, on the
condition of his paying to Government a royalty of 5 per cent. on the gold or
other metals he may realize. .

9. Mr. Sterne will inform Government whether he is now in a position to
point out any block, so as to allow of its being demarcated. ) ~

Miscecliancous.

(True Extract.) 5
: /
R ! i
| Acting Secretary to Governy’” < _f—~. ' -
To the Board of Revenue. cg~C |
];xd. S. T. Augustin. | ' ,,_,(_1 _ 4‘:,’
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RevENUE DEPARTMENT, |
ForT SAINT GEORGE,

‘ . 10¢% November 1860,
No. 119. No. 2,729. ' L
To

“Mr. H. L. STERNE,
S, - ) , » ‘
1. With reference to your letter, dated 21st August

Miscellaneous.

of the gold and other

2,000 acres, in one or more

abouts, as you may
Qovernm,‘ent a rOyal
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2, The Govern:

. to point out any block, so as to

Exd. S. T, Auguat‘m.
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I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(errned) w. IIUDLESTON
Actzng Secretary to Governmen{
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