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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenve Depariment,
18th October 1865,
No. 334. Read the following Circular from the Sécretary to the Government of
India, Financial Department, dated Simla, the 26th September 1863, No.

2,397 i—

In continuation of Circular No. 1,656 of the 7th August, the undersigned is
dirccted to request that the several Local Governments and Administrations (the
Government of Bengal excepted) will furnish the Government of India on an early
date with a Report of the amendments they may consider it desirable to introduce
into Act X. of 1862, in view to increase the Stamp Revenue. A copy of some sug-
gestions from the Bengal Government, is forwarded for information.

From the ITonorable the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government
of India, Financial Department,—(No. 8372T., dated Her Majesty's Yacht Rlotas, the

_ 14th July 1865).

With reference to your letter No. 1,608, dated the 22nd March last, I am directed to submit,
for the consideration and orders of His Excellency the Governor General in Council, the accom-
panying Report on the amendments in the Stamp
Act (No. X. of 1862), as proposed by the Board
of Revenue,* with the remarks thereon of the
Lieutenant-Governor, in juxta-position :—

1

* No. 437, dated 30th March 1865.

Board's Recommendations. Lieutenant Governor's Remarks.

Sectioy 3.—A practice prevails between the
Presidencies, of parties drawing Bills on one
another on insufficiently stamped paper, the
drawers of which become liable to prosecution
only in the event of the documents coming under
negotiation. Otherwise they escape ,altogether
the punishment in such cases appointed by the
Law. The Board propose that the Section be
amended, so that any Collector of Stamp Reve-
nue may impound any such Bill coming into his
possession, whether executed within or out of his
jurisdiction, for the purpose of prosecuting the
drawer for illegality.

The Lieutenant-Governor sees no objection to
a provision of this nature, when the Law is being
revised, .

Skction 11.—Under the impression that the On this point a correspondence took place be-
Section was not clear, whether the adhesive tween the Board and this Government in 1863,
Stamp to be affixed to a Foreign Bill of Ex- ) .. at the instance of the

. change before negotiation, was to be of the full Sltgé"sp’;::c‘;%d_%g’ for Apil  Chamber of Commerce,
value of the entire duty, or only of the value of T ’ a copy* of which is

the duty payable on one of a set of Dills, the
Board suggest that for the words “*affix thereto
a proper adhesive Stamp for denoting the duty
by this Act, charged on the amount of such Bill
when drawn singly,”’ be substituted the words
‘*affix thereto a proper adhesive Stamp of a value
equal to the duty,” &e.

‘e h -

N -

enclosed for the information of Iis Excellency in
Council. On that occasion the Advocate Gene-
ral, whose opinion was taken, declared the mean-
ing of the Act to be sufficiently expressed. The
Licutenant-Governor does not think that the
Law requires amendment in this case. One
point scems to have heen lost sight of in the dis-
cussion which took place in regard to the parti-
cular instance then brought to Ilis Ilonor’s
notice, and which very much alters the appear-
ance of hardship in the ruling. It seems to Iis
Honor that the English Courts would not take
cognizance of the Revenue or Stamp Laws of the
Government of India, and that, therefore, the
gecond and third of a set of Bills, even if un-
stamped, would not be considered to be of no
avail in England.



Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue l)epmtment
18¢% October 1865.

Articte 10.—The Doard propose that peti-
tions of appeal to Commlsswners, ghould bear a
Stamp of one Rupee, which is the sum charge-
able on Mooktearnamahs under Article 8.

The Lieutenant-Governor concurs.

His Ionor would take the opportunity to urge
the re-imposition of the Stamp of 8 Annas on
petitions to Magistrates. They need only be
presented in cases not cognizable by the Police
without the authority of the Magistrate; all
District Officers complain strongly of the in-
crease of petty criminal litigation which has been
fostered by the exemptlon of these petitions
from Stamp Duty.

(A true Copy.)

(Signed) J. E. COOKE,
Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Transferred to the Revenue Department.

9¢h October 1865.

(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
Acting Secretary to Government.

No. 335. OrpER THEREOY, 18th October 1865, No. 2,536.

Separate Revenue, No. 18.
Stamps.

2. Copy will also be forwarded to the Judges of the High Court for any

remarks they may wish to offer.

Forwarded to the Board of Revenue
for report after communication with the
Superintendent of Stamps.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W, HUDLESTO\T

To the Doard of Revenue.

»» the Honorable the Judges of the High Court.

Ezxd. S. T. Aogustin:

Acting Secretary to Government.

N No. 2397.
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT, 'SIMLA.

The 2614 Seplember 18635,

Circular,

I~ continuation of Circular No. 1636 of the Tih August, the
undersigned s directed to request that the several Local Govern-
ments and Administrations (the Government of Bengal excepted)
will furnish the Government of India on an carly date with a

Xeport of the amendments they may consider it desirable to
introduce into Act X. of 1862, in view to increase the Stamp
Revenue. A copy of some sugzestions from the Dengal Govern-
wment, is forwarded for information.
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To the Board of Ravenue.
,» the Honorable the Judzes of the High Court.
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