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SR | SRR " ;‘ L - PR SR I ~ No. 201, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th
: T e ™o September 1865, No. 6, 021.

P C g - ; o Read the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, to the Actmrr Secretary to
' j ! the Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 16th August 1865, No. 174 :—

S R - o _ ' o ; 1. I have not again had the honor of hearing from the Board on the subject
SRR AR - o - - Lo \ C . of their reference to Government, dated 4th October 1864.

S o LT = ' o E Their Proceedings reviewed a letter* from me, on the subject of carrying out
IR IR I S N ‘ 1 o a rough survey in connection with the
T : ; ‘ * Dated 13th August 1864, No. 198. preparation of the land registers so much.
required in Malabar, .”

‘ R i , : , There are a few points in the Procecdings which I beg to notice before sub-
’ v - . o i - * o, .
’ P T Lo oo o .. mitting further remarks. .
oo L - ' St e - ‘ . 2. In paragraph 9, the Board remark that though an increase of wet land
R T S B a ' B revenue might be expected from my proposed work by bringing to account land .,
‘ _ K not paying its fair revenue, or any revenue ; against this would have to be set off 2
K ‘ loss on the garden lands, for the first step in revising the garden assessment must .2 . .
. A
- be to abandon the present system of taxing the trees and to assess the tax on the
PR land, whick would result in & reduction of the present demand. ‘
Again, in paragraph 11 they observe that my scheme is deficient, nfer alia, in
its provision for the classification of the land. .
) N S el : ‘ i - 3. Now I must observe there is some misconception in the above. I did not
P RCE S S . oo _ . propose any general revisiont of, or
tVide paragraph 18 of my letter, dated 13th (o in, the asscssmentsin the work I
. August 1864. .. ketched
. . Coa : “I would not propose any general revision of Sketched. -
S - , ' Cor i ’, . the wet assessments now, because to m:.ke sucl& Asa rule, that work was solely mea-
. . . - . , ‘ revision effectually, a careful inspection an suring and registering the wet gar dens

o : : SRR R R . . . classification of the lands would be necessary,
: L o o Co : A and.this operation is very different from, and and dry lands.

’ o ) . - - - . - . infinitely more delicate in its mnature than . .
g o S e IR (1} B‘llm’ll;lee y casurcment and registration. It Incidentally if wet lands were found

CTe N T Lo TS ‘ . should, in my opinion, Beﬂ_eﬂ"ec:ed atca subse- " fraudulently under-assessed, or not as-
oen ,
qucntquod and by a cifferent agency sessed at all, then, and then only did
I wish to meddle with the assessment.

______

-
.
WU SR

A chanve in the garden and dry assessments I pomted out to be urgently
. necessary, but I expressly said that this -
Vzd{’w}:;‘;?fgggh 24 of my letter, dated 13th should be kept as a distinct operation .
Icre,-as with the wet lands, I consider classi- from the measurement and registration
fication and assessment should be a perfectly which, h owever, was absolutely 2 neces.

distinct operation. . .
= sary preliminary step.

My scheme did not propose to embrace classification, and can hardly, I submit,
be said to be deficient in prov1s10n for a work which did not form part of its object
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
: 17tk October 1565.

2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue De])artmen;“—m
17tk October 1365 ’

Further; so far from the ab

andonment of tree assessment and itg impost on the f

et

’

7. If we look Beyond the mere fiscal question, the benefit to the District of a
correct survey and registration of the lands will be indeed enormous. The ease

|

*Mr. Newill in his letter to ¢he Board (Board'q land, g step which I strongly advocate : . with which ,ol"dmary revgnugﬂaf‘fanjs will ‘be managed ; the precision ‘with Whl.chr, . )
§roc§§c§1)ngs, kda,t;dh Lth February 1362 When we are prepared for it resulting® ‘ rconveyanc'es of real property will be effected ; and the definiteness and security
0. Speaks of the substity; .3 . ¢ . . . . . : i i -
on the soil Tosulting 1q o se 1110‘;2;1(2:1 s"fsfé?i ftii:: 1 a reduction of the present demand, I that will be given to such property ; are advantages, as it appears to me, that will

of revenue. I gm not sure f; confide 1 3
this conclusion. I amy col;fvirom ot bo drow iy believe that, m the prosent

taken ons. aced it was a mis-  state of the District, an increase of about are likely to entail.

The area at present undep ard ivat: alac of R :
. garden cultivation upces or mor
far as our imperfect accounts giye yg ¢ ‘meany L o tho annual

outweigh even a more serious expenditure than an accurate survey and registration
(=]

. 8. I would beg attention to Mr.
Vide his letters to the Board, dated 4th June Robinson’s strongly expressed views, as

e he means  revenue mio} | .
of judging, may be stated ot might be looked for from the ‘ * Rovonte Sureny. “dotodl 2y iuperintendent 5 to” wha | o
Thacﬁes' (; o0 8t about 2,50,000 Imeasure, | - %{Se';se;ml:os'u?'vzsr a:ilated 2nd,ide£, forwardeg ‘well as to what I have said, as fo the
e * 0 - s . ‘ i’ h " Mr. Grant’s letter. date isfact tat f
299,000, “givin 4, . to the ,Board wit r. ) resent, unsatisfactory state of our
o areand is Rupees. 155 86,550, giving Sometime after the receipt of . 30th August 1858, No. 118a. :I[){evenue accounts in Malabar.

An acre of garden lang i usnally quoted gs capg. the Proceedings above noted, I received .
cocoanut trees. om sixty to ninety the Board’s Procecdings of the 22nd It is true that some of the most ylaring evils exposed by Mr. Robinson have

bhe lowest numer are in full December last, and though apparently been partially corrected, but it is equally true that much remains to be done. -

they yield but fifty ﬁ“tstggghoxnzia,‘i}]lyanoﬁtrﬁz they do notin detail 2Pply to Malabar - ) 9. I trust, therefore, the Board will see fit to urge on Govern}pent that a

i n Rupees 2d Canara, yet many of the principles Revenue Survey of Malabar be COmrp/enced without delay. I would suggest, that

Y - per 1,000 gives Ry ees 15 ‘the pross .. 2dopted : . ! o N e : . . P e ad
3 Produce 5 bro-thirds Io)f this orasmfgief‘fé’ Na {) ;‘,'ﬂfl‘or' g‘uldance‘elsewhere will - ‘in communication with the Revganue Survey Department, it should be consxderedrl
L‘;ﬁ’i’nffyfﬁgﬁ);s ;Isrli)rﬁsel?tn}" }the rental by tvl?rI;}.' ' teqlml force hero, and I think 5 | "whether, with the requisite supcrintendence supplied, the details could not be ‘
Jom, all’ of . thi . impor inej . . . : .
5 - Ruptecg 5 a3 scllmﬂm‘ly representing tha ¢ %‘23”,31‘ Le ‘dedulz od a?.z general prineiples may ; | fcarricd out somewhat in the manner I have previously proposed.
T s s Taon cmand, T} e calouls o VI LXQve Ca, vi :-:-—* ) \ { ‘ . . . . . .
’ tai{nly rather below bta}’x:m a;;oti:: tvlv(fﬁi :;%u?ﬁ; Lstly.—That lands should be slﬁr y* [ ; I am inclined to think this could be satisfactorily done. V .
e acknowledped ir avernoe « ho- " . » . : . . -
T ol sy et L o md e and gt g g e * Dt ifuof, then T would wrgo hat tho Superintendont of Revonus Survey o~
, per acre; without committing mygelf mpae(i}e- measure, and opg quite distinet from ’ ' called on to submit a proposal for the survey of this‘ District fox‘thw1th! and:v tha:t f:hf —
’ vls o :;%Zdagp;:égiég Jsof tgvéﬁ”nﬁf)ﬁ Sﬁg;: c& if ve, classification anq assessment ; and : survey be commenced as soon as an approved scheme can be sanctioned. |
EUSTRTY N AN cr TR < : . . . .
177 / ) / / W f72,00,000 acres only of the areg nl;w ’rateg 31; A7 Rudly ~—That; - with re a;d to! 10.  As the survey is proceeding, the question of classification and assessment
4 ' garden (making such allowance forland thrown classificai;; d gesacct . o s gard, to, ! . . i d lusi ived at, and orders issued b
- up in consequence of tho transfas b ta: : 10N an assessment, it ig"esgon- ' in all its branches can be discussed, conclusions arrive at, y
from the trees on the land) we haye o . ¢ tial to success to utiliz to be ready for application when the survey, &c., of Talooks, or
of above 3 1 th ) © an Increage e local knowledge . Government, so as y PP
© & lac on the present demand | to tge utmost ; and to carry out the work suitable portions of land, has been completed.
. raduall ‘or i _— . i i i-
with, the permanen t Revenuo Establishume ft < tol Zby, or 1n close Communication - These surveyed portions would be handed over from t.lme to time f:or such classi
settling them under cloge supervision, g up small areqg g¢ a time, and fication and revisions of assessment as may be determined on, which should be
5. It is unnecessary, I think, to re-discuss whet}, carricd out under the Collector and his Assistants with the necessary strengthening
Malabar should he generally revised or not, gg I cone A tixe Weﬁ assessmenty of - of the Revenue Establishments of all grades till the work is completed.

. ? €lve 1t 15 g ' T .
considerable revision is gt Some period or othep desirable, It ig (Hv " ;h;t o : The scheme thus generally indicated would be .1n entire accordance with the
revision of the gar ' allowed that the - AN : it : ' T -

garden assessments, or rather 5 completely new sottlement of the ziain principles lately recognized by Government, and I earnestly advocate their

garden lands, is urgently and imperatively callog for, and

the dry land assesemonts s al50 much ueeded,

As a preliminary to each and all of these arrangements, g, survey and'fe oist
tion of the lands of the District, is urgently required, anq gistra-

that the scttlement of _elaboration and application to Malabz_tr.

1. The foregoing letter will bo submitted for the consideration and orders of
*Government in continuation' of the Board’s Proceedings "to which the Collector
refers in paragraph 1. _ . )

2. Mr. Ballard explains that in his letter disposed of in those Proceedings,
he contemplated nothing beyond a survey, and that, therefore, the scheme sub-
mitted could not be properly characterized as defective, because it did not provide
for the classification of the land. He then expresses an opinion, that, so far from
the substitution of an assessed charge on the garden lands in liey of the present
tree-tax resulting in a reduction of the revenue, he calculates that ag assessment,

under-taxed lands to light, and the settlements on the gar
made (to which as above-said survey and registration are jng;
will certainly enhance the annual revenues to g very cbnsiderable deg
completed they will assuredly yield an increase of a lac over the
~and might (and I believe will) result in a yet further enhancement

ree. When
Present demand,
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven
17th October 1865,

ue Department,

levied with refcren;ze to the

. present produce of the gardens, would give a large
tmcrease on the present deman

3. In conclusion, Mr. Ballard strongl
Malabar should be at once taken in hand,
hereafter may be deemed advisallo being
that the details of the survey sh
posed in his former letter,

y urges that the Revenue Survey of
any revision of the asscssment which
kept quite distinct. Ilo also suggests
ould be carried out somewhat in the manner pro-

4. The Board observe that their objections to th
_employed in Malabar, have bLoen all along
more usefully employed in other Districts.

been considered only preliminary to a revision of its assessment and the Board woere
of opinion that any general revision of the assessment in Malabar, even if expedi-
e1t, would result in g considerable decrease of Icvenue.

5. In estimating th

of Malabar, Mr. Ballard |

¢ Survey Department being
based upon the belicf that it could by
The survey of a District has hitherto

e result of placing an assessment upon the garden lands
128 overlooked the fact, that under present principles, the
made with reference to its general productive powers,
to the value of any specially valuable product. If the
gardens of Malabar wero assessed on this principle, the Board much doubt whether
the average rate would e found to exceed Rupees 2 per acre, for the soil of a large
Proportion of these gardens, many of which are in close vicinity to tho coast, must
bo of a very poor description.  As observed by Mr. Newill, a large portion of the
revenue of the District is derived from the lands under rice cultivation, the tax on
which has been in forco at tho present rates since 1784, and has assumed a per-
manent character by prescription, though, sinco the translation of the old Mahratta

With
regard to dry lands othor than garden, the Board believe that a new assessment
would lead to but little inerease on the revenue obtained at present from such land,
for the dry lands of Malabar are but of little productive value.

6. On the whole, therefore, the Board can sco no reason to anticipate that
any important increase of the revenue could be fairly obtained by a ro-assessment
of the Malabar Provinco. At the same time they admit that the lands of the
District might with much advantage bo surveyed with a view to the land registers
being made really trustworthy documents, and if a survey could be carried out
without an exhorbitant outlay, the Board would gladly support Mr. Ballard’s
proposition that it should he at once undertaken by the professional Department,
any revision of the District assessment being left as a matter for future considers-
tion,

7. So far as the Board aro aware, no reply has yet been reccived from the
Acting Superintendent of Revenue Survey to the Government Order, dated 30th
January 1865, No. 146, requesting him to report whether Lo was in g position to
undertake the survey of Malabar, But before making any decided rccor.nmendation
on the subject, the Board would desire to bo placed in possession of Major Ilesscy’s
views as to the probable cost of the survey, and as to the hest and most simple
means of carrying it out. The DBoard are of opinion that a survey shewing cach
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5

17t October 1865.

.

estate, as at present recognized, Wiﬂ‘l the gross dctails of w:t, l(:g'ardﬁeli,d d::ll jend

waste land, would probably be sufficient, without any ztttcmp a a eld 1 Y.

They deem it, however, advisable to

* Letter to Ar. Newill, dated 2nd March 1858. place on record the rmfaarks n.mde ]?y

4 Mr. Robinson on this subject in

1858* :— o

“ As reqards the degrec at least of minutencss to be tg“one mttso (1)}1 1;1112 s;z;;};,

¢ the fiscal O:system of the District, as well as the 1‘eq11;§z§lerl)ﬂcel st (i
¢ indicate that this must be Nillomwar and Parambawiar. e l‘As L
¢ cach plantation must be scparatcly survey(.zd 211'1( mf%Pl. 1 4 Tvotwar. The
“ paragraph 4, the scttlement of Malabar i Nillomw (::lllt adiﬂ\r) dighily, and
« al;(mi;lt demand on cach land (Nellom) will be fm}n] 1 Z n‘lqt bgloz;yr ) ; o
¢ glthough the fee-simple of twenty parcels (Nellomsl) ,O- 1 g: qub:gct gy acé I
¢ same i;dividual, cach of this may be, and generally 1'5‘, llv-: JThe oo is the
¢ conveyance as well as a different rate of assessment ((lnb ctaa«ii (1o fmprovemonts
¢ case of every garden. The proprictor owns the lan "d 111 . a 1\0‘55 R
¢ arc‘z the oc;:upants,’ who generally pays th;a. rcvexfue anl ];Z.a;fbawar detaii o
“ on acknowledzed line. Without this I\l}lomwar ane(nt e e fseat
« s{n'\'cy would be mercly useless from the commencement, ‘ ]

. S
“ as a gencral point of view.

5, No. 2,514.
tEoN, 17th October 1865, I\o.- 2, .
DNpER 1 ,The Government are disposed to concur with

d.
o Bgar They have always contemplated the cventual

No. 292,

Land Revenue

istri this less than Malabar and
5ty Satf}ily IZZpalsjua:zdcilfze?r?cg,ls;s;tilleeri'sult In a rcvenue point of
C:anam o f zicnteisp not likely to be very remunerative.
riew to Govers (True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Doard of Revenue. _
the Officiating Director of Revenune Settlem cent.

tho Officiating Superintendent of Revenue Survey.
" A
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1.~ The foregoing letter will be submitted for the consideration and orders of Government in
continuation of the Doard’s Proceedings to which the Collector refers in paragraph 1.

2. Mr. Ballard explains that in his letter disposed of in those Proceeddings, he contemplated
nothing beyond a survey, and that, therefore, the scheme submitted could not be properly character-
ized as defective, because it did not provide for the classification of the land. e then expresses an
opinion, that, so far from the substitution of an assessed charge on the garden lands in lieu of the
present tree-tax resultmg in a reduction of the revenue he calculates that an assessment levied

. v:zth reference tqthe present produce of . the gardens would .give a large increase on the present
; wmmz e . .

A 1w
“

oy =

) 3. In conclusxon Mr. Ballard strongly urges that the Revenue Survey of Malabar should be at |
s once taken is hand, any revision of the assessment which hereafter may he deemed adviszble being -
kept quite d.ut%nct..h e also suggests that the details of the survey should be carned out somee-

what in the~me...ng,}propo=ed in his former lctter

‘\ “;M*'“"“""",‘x.,»\',, —

“The ’Board o"bserve that therr ObJ ectlons to the Survey Department bemo' employea mMa]a .
bar, have been all along based upon the belief ‘that it could bo more usefully employed in othex-' )
Districts. The survey of a District has hitherto been considered only preliminary to a revision of
its assessment, and the Board, were of opinion that any general revision of the assessment in

Malabar, even if expedient, would result in a considerablé decrease of revenue.

\

5. In estimating the result of placing an assessment upon the garden lands of Malabar,
Mr. Ballard has overlooked the fact, that under present principles, the assessment of the land j is
« made with reference to its geueral productive powers, and not .with reference to the value of a,ny‘
* “speeially valuable product If the gardens of Malabar were agsessed on this prmcxple the Board
Jouch doubt whether the average rate would be found to exceed Rupees 2 per acre, for the soil of . -
‘ ‘ 7y Targe proportion of these gardens, many of, which ” arc in close vicinity to the coast must be of \
5 a very poor description. As observed by Mr. Newill, a large portion of the revenue of the
! District is derived from the lands under rice cultivation, the tax on which has been in force at the
* present rates since 1784, and has assumed a permanent character by preseription; though, since the
¢ iranslation of the old Maliratts aceounts, and a wmparrsmr ufthe entries found ‘therein, some increase
L has been made in this branch of the revenue by the discovery of encroachments. With regard to dry
lands other than garden, the Board believe that a ugw assessment, would lead to but little increage -
‘on the revenue obtained at present from such land, for the dry lands of Malabar are but of little = -~

Eg.

' p’roduc.we value. -

8 ‘;’6‘ ron the wholc, t‘xuefore,\ the Board can.sce 00 Teason ta antrczpate ‘that a,ny )mportant \x NS A

increase of the revenue could be fairly obtained by a re-assessment of the “Malabar Province. o

At the same time they admit that the lands of the District might with much advantage be sur veyed ,

. with a view to the land registers being made really trustworthy documents, and if a survey could
be carried out without an exorbitant outlay, the Board would gladly support Mr. Ballard’s proposi-
tion that it should be at once undertaken by the professional Department, any revision of the
District assessmeut being left as a matter for future consideration.

i ' 7. So far as the Board are aware, no reply has yet. been received from the Acting Supenn-

) |X tendent of Revenue Survey to the Government Order, dated 30th January 1865, No. 1486, request-
\ ing him to report whether he was in a position to undertake the survey of Malabar. But before

\i making any decided recommendation on the subject, the Board would desire to be placed in posses-

\ ‘ sion of Major Hessey's views as to the probable cost of the survey, and as to the best and most
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g to the same individual, each of thig may L . - ‘ i e ' L e
subject of a different conveyance as well g3 a "different rate of gsgess- | ‘ . : . - - .
The proprictor owns the land, but o'}
the revenue and higlegal tenant right is
arambawar detail, the survey would bhe
e fiscal as a general point of view.”

(A true Copy and Extract.)
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Acting Secretary, . : . ) ( o . . . . )
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““an acknowledged lien. Without this Nillomwar and P
““ merely useless from the tommencement, as well ag in th
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To W,

‘ﬁ,

Hudleston, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, R. D.
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] - Copy to R, E. Master, Egq., Officiating Director of Revenue Settlement.
1 ; . »»  to Major W. I, Hessey, Officiating Superintenden
3 .

t of Revenue Survey.
s t0G. A, Ba}lard, Esq., Collector of Malabar.
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