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(CONFIDLNTIAL.)

No, 287. Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Military
Department, dated 14th October 1865, No. 3831.

Read the following papers :—

. From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, Simla,
R7th’ September 1865, No. 417; to the Secretary to Government, Military’

Department, Fort Saint George.

I am directed to enclose for the perusal of Ilis Excellency the Govcrnor in
Council, copy of a letter, dated 14th ultimo, and of the memorandum alluded to,
reccived from a Mahomedan Nobleman in the Madras Presidency, on the subject of
ceasing to enlist Wahabees in the Native Army, and am to invite the attention of
Iis Exccllency in Council to the subject, in view to his considering whether it is
desirable to discourage or stop the enlistment of men of this sect.

2. Iam further to request information as to thc probable'number of Wahabees
in the Native Army of Madras. ‘

N

From Suurroon Ooyrim, Bahadoor, Member of the Legislative Council, the Adyar,
Madras, 14th August 1865 ; to Ilis Excellency the Right Honorable Sir J. L. M.
Lawrexcr, Bart, 6. ¢. B, and k. 8. 1., Viceroy and Governor General of India.

Most IloNoriBLE SIR,
I beg to do wmyself the honor to hand you enclosed copy of a memorandum,

I have addressed to their Excellencies the Right Honorable Sir Charles Wood,

Bart, Secretary of State for India, the Governor of Madras Sir W. T. Denison, k. ¢. B

and the Commander-in-Chief Sir Gaspard LeMarchant, embracing what I know of

the Wahabces, a scet, I am sorry to say, of the Mahomedan Religious community
which requires carefully to be watched and looked after ; and if what'1 have stated
induces to action which will arrest the growth and progress of this sect, and thus
to a considerable extent destroy one of the disturbing causes of the peace of India,

. I shall feel myself sufficiently rewarded.

MEMORANDUM FOR PRIVATE INFORMATION.

I beg respectfully to submit the following for your consideration, and I hope
I may e excused if, in so doing, it be deemed that I'have execeded my duty ; but
the subject to which it refers is one that Las always caused me much anxicty, and
I and all the members of my family for the past three gencrations have been
faithful and loyal subjects to the Dritish Crown, devotedly attached to their rule,
than which we can never expect, nor do we hope for, a better. It has, therefore,
alwaysbeen a cause of sorrow to me that there should be any, the least disaffection
evineed towards the British rule, and more so that that stigma should rest in a great
de(rrce on a scction of the Mahomedan Religious community.

Any suggestion offered towards removing a threatened danger or a public evil
will) I am sure, on the principle of “ fore-warned fore-armed” be well received, and
undnr this impression, I venture to express my sentiments.

It cannot but be held by all, that much depends upon securing first the cntire
undivided allegiance of the Natlve Army ; and this effected, the whole country will
ts @ man, az a cansequenee, remain loval and faithful.
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The suggestions I have to foel;,i%'tllorerfore, are mainly in connection with the
Native Army. I shall detail them .f_iyst, and then éive mYy reasons,

1st. That particular,ca‘r'q ‘be taken t» é:gclude, as much as possible, tho

class or sect of people called ¢ WAHA‘E:EES"’ })Oing eplisted in Regiments.
" 2nd. That this class of peéplﬁ be alSO”él\tcluded from being eniploycd as
Moonshees in Regiments, or from gding amungst?\thc men of a Regiment in the

character of priests, ostensibly w.vitl} t“he view of preaching to them and
advice, but really with most designing and dark designs.

giving good

3rd. That Officersin Co?m,n} and of Regiments be called upon to furnish
Returns, shewing the namber 'of ,\\?ahabce SFpoys in their respective Regiments
with the view of gradually getting 1‘1c} of thog;, . )
My reasons for making the ‘abovc’_suggcstions aro as follows i—
The Wahabcees are a scét not p y'lxaps“ generally know
are quite distinet from the orthodoy Mallyomedans, thoug
faith and assimilate themselves witlfMahomedang, -

n to Europeans, They
h -they conceal their real

It is necessary that a short sketeh of the origin and progress of Wahabecism
should be here given. The following account is":caken from a public writer.
“ Abdul Wahab, tho founder of the scet, was horn at El Towa ;
“ vince of Nejd, in Arabia, more than a century ago, and was of the tribe of Tomyn,
“ Ile studied at Russora, Bagdad and Damascus, and ultimately returned to Nejd
“ and settled at Dirryah. Connecfing himsclf Ly marriages there with the Chicef
¢ resident Mahomed-inb Sawd, he gfradually obtaned influcnee over the surrounding
¢ Bedouin tribes ; but his son being Dlind, this ultimately passed to the Dirr

n the pro-

yah family,

- ¢ of whom Abdul Azez and his sen Sacad werp the most distinguished. Undor

¢ them the whole of Nejd was suT{)‘bdued, the forces sent for its recovery by tho
¢ Pacha of Bagdad, twice defeated,;the Beni Koleh and Attubi tribes converted and
¢ confederated Karbela, containing ;;Jlo tombs of ITussan and Iosein, thie sons of Ali
¢ plundered, the Sharif of Mecca dcéfeated, the holy cities, Mccca and Medina, toge-
¢ ther with Taif taken, and the entire Iledjaz reduced. The Piracy of the Jowasim
 tribe, who had become Wahabecd, led to the despatch by the Bombuy Government
“in 1809 of an expedition to the Pefsian Gulf, akd to the reduction, after g, desperato

¢ resistance, of their principal stro'x{sg'hg}g}l Shinaf%s, on the Coast of Kerman.”

Some of the followers of this/ "\éi'igi(;x'l“a]sos ihtroducod Wahabeeism into India:
they hoped, by the aid of Persia ghd Cabul, to'establish themsclves at Lahore; but’;
the Lion of the Punjaub, Runjett Sing, drove them out of the Rawul Pindeo and
Peshawur Districts. But thoggh,‘-?ﬁtbﬁbeeism‘i‘ép‘éived such a repulse, its followerg
were nothing daunted. Entertaixiipg, accordingwto their faith, a systematic and yy.
compromising spirit of disaﬁ'ect‘ion,‘ and thirsting for supremacy, they spread them.
sclves over the country prcachlrzg‘il “« Jchu.d,’:’ and stirring up their co-religionists
against the British Rule ;. orgam:m.ng assocphpgs, breeding plots and conspiracics.
¢ Such,” says a writer, “is th'e unity of ﬂ‘lls &cct, so complete is itg organization,
and so entire is the subserviency of their numerous disciples to their Spiritual
Jeaders, that there is nota man’f/llo\\fe\'er distant may bo his abode, or, however
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢h October 1865,

"

conspiracies sufficiently prove this; and the struggle at the Umballa-pass shews
how ready -the Wahabees are to avail themsclves of every opportunity to awaken
rebellion, and stir up lLostilities against the British Rule. It therefore Lehoves
the British Government to take all possible means to arrest the evil influence of
the sect, and to crush its power over the pevple.

The presence of these men in-the Military scrvice cannot but be injurious.
With the facilitics afforded in a Regiment, they can easily injure the British power
in.the East. I have the best grounds for asserting, that they go about amongst the
men of the Regiments in the character of pricsts, giving them very objectionable
advice, tampering with their fidelity, and tcaching them to bo discontented with
the Dritish Rule. As moonshees, the Waliabees come into almost daily contact
with the European Officers. They make carcful observation, ascertain well their pre-
judices and predilections, and store up e\}.ory thoughtless word and expression
which tl)cy (the Wahalees) take advantage tp retail, in their character of priests, to
the men of the Regiments, considerably magnifying and misconstruing words and
acts. Iliese men are really the chicf, if not tho only, cause of all disaffection; they
have their several agents all over the country, so that one, however distant, well

" knows what ancther is doing ; and they are, af all times, ready and prepared, pecuni-

avily, to assist cach other. As schoolmasters also in Regimental Schools, they exer-
cise no small degree of influence Loth over old and young, and they even instruct

their cbhildren to sow the seeds of hatred against the Dritish among their fellow
pupils. ' P
In another way also, they are a source of great mischief. They not unfre-

quently assume the character of some great person, surrounding themselves with
the pomp and paraphernalia of nolles and princes, and, by largesses and gifts and -
acts of hospitality, attract to their side large Tumbers of followers, whose allegiance
{o the British Government’ they gradually tamper with, and succecd eventually in
altogether withdrawing. I may.say, in a word, that so dangcrous are they con-
sidered that in all independent countries in the East, where the Biitish Rule does

~ not extend, they are never permitted to take up their permanent abode, nor en-

couraged to Lecome settlers; nor are they permitted to remain therein without being ]
closcly watched.  In Arabia, Egypt, Turkey, Bokhara dnd Mecea, if recoguized, they
are punished and sent beyond the limits of those countries. The Wahabees were
one of the chicf causes of the lamentable Indian mutinies, and from the published
Reports it will be found that of the numcrous conspirators that have been tried and
hanged, they were all, with one or two exceptions, of the Wahabee sect. They are
gaining ground in Southern India; and, if inquiry be made, they will be found in -
considerable force in Vellore, Arcot, Wallajahbad, Vanicmbaddy and Bangalore.

In offcring the above suggestions, I beg that inquiry be instituted relative to
what I have mentioned ; and if there Le some degree of truth in the same, that cir-
cumstance will, I trusf, be deemed = sufficient apology for my having intruded the
subject on your attention, and addressed you relative thercto. .

Tur Apyar, (Signed) SIHURIF-OOL-O0MRAIL, Bahadoor,
MADRsS, Mewber of the Legislative
114k August 1865.,‘ . Council of Madras.
(True Copy.) - .

(Signed) 1L W, NORMAN, Colonel,
Seey. to the Govl. of Iadia,
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Proceedings of the Madras: Government, Revenue Department,
164 October 1865.

s

Communicated to the Comxﬁ?ando,r-inf()lli‘cﬁ (Adjutant General’s Department)
for His Excellency’s observations,:,and in view\to the submission of a Return of the
probable number of Wahabecs serveing in the Native Army of Madras. '

2. The papers will also be cﬁmmuuiéat'ed:f through the Judicial and Revenuo
Departments, to the Inspector pr;eral of Madiqu Police, and to the Acting Com-
missioner of Police at the Presidency, for rom}xrk, and for the submissionoto Go-
vernment, at an early date, of su¢h information on the subject of the Wahabec scct
generally in the Districts of this Prosidcrfcy, a 'may be available.

3. Copy of the papers .Wi’ll also b§ furnighed to the Political Department.
' : b (True Ex"g}'gct.) ’
f (Signed)'j IL MARSIIALL, Colonel,
. ¥

L N

‘ s i g Secretary to Government.
No. 288. ‘ORDER THEREON,“}Gt pr_toh r 1865, No. 2512, ’

- Communicated’:{fo the Revenue Board who will col-

Miscellaneous. | o0t qnd submit suchlinformation as they may be able to

obtain on the subject of the existénce of the *‘Vahabee sect in the District of this
Presidency. oo

. ‘ ZTru(} Extri%ct.)

}.;»ulu&;.%w~u #

' .
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
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The presence of these men in the Military scrvice cannot but be injurious.
With the facilities afforded in a Regiment, they can casily injure the British power
in the East. I have the best grounds for asscrting, that they go about amongst the
men of the Regiments in the character of priests, giving them very objectionable
advice, tampering with their fidelity, and teaching them to be discontented with
the British Rule. As moonshees, the Wahabees come into almost daily contact
with the European Officers. They make careful observation, ascertain well their pre-
judices and predilections, and store up every thoughtless word and expression
which they (the Wahabees) take advantage to retail, in their character of priests, to
the men of the Regiments, considerably magnifying and misconstruing words and
acts. 'I'hese men are really the chicf, if not the only, cause of all disaffection; they
have their several agents all over the country, so. that one, however distant, well
knows what another is doing ; and they are, at all times, rcady and prepared, pecuni-
arily, to assist cach other. As schoolmasters also in Regimental Schools, they exer-
cise no small degree of influence both over old and young, and they even instruct

. their children to sow the sceds of hatred against’ the British among their fellow

pupils. .. L S o
In another way also, they are a source of great mischief. They not unfre-
quently assume the character of some great person, surrounding themselves with

the pomp and paraphernalia of nobles and princes, and, by largesses and gifts and

. acts of hospitality, attract to their side large numbers of followers, whose allegiance

%o the Dritish Government they gradually tamper with, ond succeed eventually in
altogether withdrawing. I may say, in a word, that so dangerous are they con-
sidercd that in all independent countries in the East, where the British Rule does
not cxtend, they are never permitted to take up their permanent abode, nor en-
couraged to become scttlers ; nor are they permitted to remain therein without being
closcly watched. In Arabia, Egypt, Turkey, Bokhara and Mecca, if recognized, they
are punished and sent beyond the limits of those countrics. The Wahabees were
one of the chief causes of the lamentable Indian mutinies, and from the published
Reports it will be found that of the numerous conspirators that have been tried and
hanged, they were all, with one or two exceptions, of the Wahabee scct. They are
gaining ground in Southern India; and, if inquiry be made, they will be found in
consideralle force in Vellore, Arcot, Wallajahbad, Vanicmbaddy and Bangalore.

In offering the above suggestions, I beg that inquiry be instituted relative to
what I have mentioned ; and if there be some degree of truth in the same, that cir-
cumstance will, I trust, be deemed a sufficient apology for my having intruded the
subject on your attention, and addressed you relative thercto.

Tng Apyar, (Signed) SHURF-OOL-OOMRAM, Bahadoor,
MAbRss, } Member of the Legislative
114k August 1865.) Council of Madras.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) 1L W.NORMAN, Colonel,
Secy. tg the Guvl. of India.
Orpzr, No, 3831, 14th October 1865.
Communicated to the Commander-in-Chief, (Adjutant General’s Department)
for 1lis Excellency’s observations, and in view to the submission of a Return of the
probable number of Wahalces serving in the Native Army of Madras.
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MADRAS GOVERNMEN 7.

b of India, Military Department, Simla,

From the Secretary to the Governmengthe Sceretary to Government, Military

R7th September 1865, No. 417; to
Department, Fort Saint George.

I am directed to enclose for the per
Council, copy of a letter, dated 14th ulg
received from a Mahomedan Nobleman iyl
ceasing to enlist Wahabees in the Nativ,
His Excellency in Council to the subject,
desirable to discourage or stop the enlistrr

2. Iam further to request informat;
in the Native Army of Madras.

From Smurroor Qoxrax, Bahadoor, Mem
Madras, 14th August 1865 ; to His Exc,
Lawgexce, Bart, 6. c. B, and k. 5. 1., V]

Mosr HoxorapLe Sir, -
I beg to do myself the honor to han

I have addressed to their Excellencies ¢]

Bart, Secretary of State for India, the Gove

and the Commander-in-Chicf Sir Gaspard

the Wahaboces, a sect, I am sorry to say,
which requires carefully to be watched an
induces to action which will arrest the iy

to a considerablo extent destroy one of th{

T shall feel myself sufficiently rewarded.

usal of His Excellency the Governor in
mo, and of the memorandum alluded to,
the Madras Presidency, on the subject of
> Army, and am to invite the attention of
in view to his considering whether it is
tent of men of this sect.

onas to the probable number of Wahabees

[

|

*wr of the Legislative Council,‘the Adyar,

Pllency the Right Honorable Sir J. L. M.
iceroy and Governor General of India,

-

d you enclosed copy of a memorandum,
he' Right Honorable Sir Charles Wood,
rnor of Madras Sir W. T. Denison, k. ¢. B.,
LeMarchant, embracing what I know of
f the Mahomedan Religious community
d looked after; and if what 1 have stated
‘owth and progress of this sect, and thus
> disturbing causes of the peace of India,

t

i
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MEMORANDUM FOR P

AUVATE INFORMATION.
owing for your consideration, and I hope

I beg rcspoctfuliy to submit the foll _‘emed that I have exceeded my duty; but
I may be excused if, in so doing, it be d ¢has always caused me much anxiety, and

the subject to which it refers jswone tha
I and all the members of my family fq

r the past three generations have been
Crown, devotedly attached to their rule,

faithful and loyal subjects to the British 'we ‘hope for, a better. It has, therefore,

than which we can never expect, nor do

always been a cause of sorrow to me that

cre should be any, the least disaffection
+50 that that stigma should rest in a great

evinced towards the British rule, and mpe ligious community.

degrce on a scction of the Mahomedan Re
Any suggestion offered towards remo

ving & threatened danger or a public evil
arned fore-armed™ be well received, and

will, I am sure, on the principle of « Jore }® Ty sentiments.

under this impression, I venture to expreLh

It cannot but be held by all, that my
undivided allegiance of the Native Army .
to a man, as a consequence, remain loya] :

The suggestions I have to offer, the,

Native Army. I shz_tll det?,il them first, g,

depends upon "securing first the entire
and this effected, the whole country wilt
nd faithful.

efore, are mainly in connection with the
id then give my reasons, -
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1st. That particular care be t4
class or sect of people called “ Wanappgg

?nd. That this class of people
Moonshees in Regiments, or from going
character of priests, ostensibly with the vi
advice, but really with most designing ang

8rd. That Officersin Command
Returns, shewing the number of Wahal
with the view of gradually getting rid of

My reasons for making the above suof

The Wahabecs are a sect not perhaps
are quite distinet from the orthodox Mal
faith and assimilate themselves with Mahl

It is necessary that a short sketch of
should be here given. The following acc
‘““ Abdul Wahab, the founder of {

“ vince of Nejd, in Arabia, moro than a ce
“ He studied at Russora, Bagdad and D
‘“ and settled at Dirryah, Connecting I
“ resident Mahomed-inb Sawd, he graduu
“ Bedouin tribes; but his son being blind, ¢
* of whom Abdul Azez and his son Sad
‘ them the whole of Nejd was subdued,

“ Pacha of Bagdad, twice defcated, the D) i

“ confederated Karbela, containing the to
“ plundered, the Sharif of Mecca defeated
¢ ther with Taif taken, and the entire Hd

‘ tribe, who had become Wahabees, led t( |

——

ken to exclude, as much as possible, the
being enlisted in Regiments.

be also excluded from being employed as
amongst the men of a Regiment in the
ew of preaching to them and giving good
| dark designs.

of Regiments be called upon to furnish
ce Sepoys in their respective Regiments,
them,

gestions are as follows :—

generally known to Europeans. They

lomedans, though they conceal their real
dmedans.

fthe origin and progress of Wahabecism
ount is taken from a public writer.

the scct, was born at El ITowa in the pro-
tury ago, and was of the tribe of Tomyn.
mascus, and ultimately returned to Nejd
fmself by marriages there with the Chicf
ly obtained inflaence over the surroundin g
is ultimately passed to the Dirryah family,
/ad were the most distinguished. Under
. the forces sent for its recovery by the

e,

cni Koleb and Attubi tribes converted and
mbs of Hussan and Hosein, the sons of Ali
', the holy cities, Mecca and Medina, toge-
‘djaz reduced. The Piracy of the Jowasim

““in 1809 of an expedition to the Persian
* resistance, of their principal stronghold

i

Some of thé followers of this religio
they hoped, by the aid of Persia and Cab!.
the Lion of the Punjaub, Runjeet Sing,
Peshawur Districts. But though Wahah
were nothing daunted, Entertaining, ac
compromising spirit of disaﬁ'ection, and t
selves over the country preaching a « J¢
against the DBritish Rule; organizing ass
‘ Such,” says a writer, “is the unity of.
and so entire is the subserviency of th
leaders, that there is- not a man, howey
small his income, who does not contribhut
to bo used for what they all consider ¢
conspiracies sufficiently prove this; an
how rcady the Wahabees are to avail 4qf -
rebellion, and stir up hostilitics again;
the British Government to take g Poss

the scct, and to crush its power oyer the

L

the despatch by the Bombuy Government
Eulf, and to the reduction, after a desperate
Shinaas, on the Coast of Kerman.”

i

|

n also introduced Wahabeeism into India;
ul, to establish themsclves at Lahore; but
irove them out of the Rawul Pindee and
cism reccived such a repulse, its followers
’cording to their faith, a systematic and un-
ﬁxirsting for supremacy, they spread them-
'md,” and stirring up their co-religionists
“miations, breeding plots and conspiracies,
his scct, so complete is its organization,
eir numerous disciples to their spiritual
pr distant may be Lis abode, or, however
g a small per centage to the common store,
ipe common weal.”” The Sitana and Patna
L the struggle at the Umballa-pass shews
iemselves of every opportunity to awaken
st the Dritish Rule. It therefore behoves

‘ible mcans to arrest the evil influcnce of
;people, '

N

i | [ilitary service cannot but be injurious
The presence of these men inthe § | they can easily injure the British power..
With the facilities afforded in a Regimen asserting, that they go about amongst the
in the East. I have the best grounds forg }¢ pricsts, giving them very objectionable
men of the Regiments in t}}e cha?acter 4 U teaching them to be disconte.nted with
advice, tampering with their idelity, anf bapoe0c come into almost daily contact
the British Rule. As moonshees, the W areful observation, ascertain well their pre-
with the European Officers. They makecL 1 every thoughtle.ss word and expression
judices and predilections, and store uf ze to retail, in theu.' characte.:r of priests, to
which they (the Wahabees) take .advan;ca. imagnifying and mlsconstlrumg Yvords and
the men of the Regiments, cons1df31‘a13 Yt aot the only, cause of all dlsaﬁ’ec.tmn; they
acts. "These men are really the chief, if 3 suntry, so that one, however distant, We¥l
have their several agents all over the C(ne, at all times, ready and prepared, pecuni-
knows what another is doing ; and they arj Lyorg 155 in Regimental Schools, thcf,y exer-
arily, to assist each other. As schoolma . jer old and young, .and they even instruct
ciso no small degree of influence both oVl 44 goaingt the British among their fellow
their children to sow the sceds of hatr

pupils. - purce of great mischief. They not unfre-

In another way also, they are a st ioq¢ person, surrounding themselv‘es with
quently assume the character of some § hq piinces, and, by largesses and gifts and
the pomp and paraphernalia of nobles 2 Irge numbers of followers, whose allegiance
acts of hospitality, attract to thar side I¢ Jly tamper with, and succeed eventually in
to the British Government’ they gradu'a}g a word, that so dangerous- are they con-
altogether withdrawing., I may say, % in the East, Where the British Rule does
sidered that in all independent co?ntneﬁo take up their permanent abode, nor en-
not extend, they are never permitted £, permitted to remain therein without being
couraged to become settlers; nor are the ey, Bokhara and Mecea, if recognized, they
closcly watched. In Arabia, Egypt, Turky of ¢hose countries. The Wahabees were
are punished and sent beyond the limitf, 15,g55p mutinies, and from the published
one of the chief causes of the lamentabll,, g conspirators that have been tried and
Reports it will be found that of the nuny,zeentions of the Wahabee sect. They are
hanged, they were all, with one or two ¢ if inquiry be Tnade, they will be found in
gaining ground in Southern India; and llajahbad, Vaniembaddy and Bangalox:e.
considerable force in Vellore, Arcot, Wy beg that inquiry be instituted relative .to

In offering the above suggestions,{some degree of truth in thfa same, that cir-
what I have mentioned ; and if there beficient apology for my having intruded the
cumstance will, I trust, be deemed a su you relative thereto.

- our attention, and addressed 1 yp e 601, OOMRAH, Bahadoor
g } | (Signed) | ' Meniber of the Legislative

Tue ADYAR,
MADRAS,
11¢% August 1865.]

Council of Madras.

ed) H. W.NORMAN, Colonel,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

—-1 14th October 1865.
Ospzz, No, 3831'n-Chief, (Adjutant General’s Department)
Commaunicated to the Commanderh view to the submission of a Return of the

for Tis Excellency’s observations, and j the Native Army of quras.
pr‘obnble number of Wahabees seryin g 11

~

e




2. 'The papers will also be communjc
Departments, to the Inspector General of

* missioner of Poli¢e at the Presidency, for]
vernment, at an early date, of such informg
generally in the Districts of this Presidency

3. Copy of the papers will also be fy
(True

To the Adjutant General.
» Judicial Department.
»» Revenue Department.
» FPolitical Department,

,’ -

ated, through the J udicial and Revenye
’Madrgs Police, and to the Acting Com-
jYemark, and for the submission to Go-

ition on the subject of the Wah
f, a3 may be available,

ﬁlished to the Political Department,
sxtract.)

abee sect,

Secretary ¢, Government,

Exd. J. E. Cashart,
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