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e a . : : o . Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Llevenue Lepartment, o
U i e o \ 13th October 1865.

L , TR ST : , Lo No. 223. Read the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating
R 7 o - | | | o : ’ Conservator of Forests, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to
g , ‘ : : , o Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp, Oota-
camund, 12th September 1865, No. 1,410:— .

2 SO : ’ ,‘ S : SIR,
: o , : . . 1. I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from Lieutenant Walker,
L A : ‘ Deputy Conservator of the Salem District, as 1t treats upon several points of Forest
, ) ) . ‘ administration, which I wish to bring before Government for their orders,

« o 9. With reference to the indiscriminate felling of bamboos, it appears that -
_ . T S : , S most of our best Sandal-wood trees grow in the shelter of bamboo forest. I would .
S : o oo . suggest that where the growth of §'anda,l:wood depends upon the shelter of the
: . bamboo, our Department shall be au_thonzed to reserve _such tracts; this can be -~
oo ce - . 1? arranged by the Deputy Conservator in communication with the Collector. B
SR C o , 3. I also request you will inform me whether we are to allow bamboo to be
C : - - ' “ . cut for firewood and charcoal free of any tax, as there is a tax upon firewood ; if the
‘ R : ] ‘ : C indiscriminate felling of bamboos 18 allowed for this purpose, I anticipate that this
L . - < - L valuable forest product will, in a few_years, entirely disappear in tracts near the
: R . . 4 - o : Presidency, on Tiver banks and other localities where it is desirable to preserve it.
) ' 4. Alluding to the total abolition of the tax upon bamboos, 1 do not know
whether Government are aware of the very large revenue it has been yielding, this
‘ * too, without ever taxing the poorer classes or even the rich Ryots; as all Ryots and
. villagers take as much as they require for building and a.gncultural purposes, and L
» the tax is only levied on the artl,cle when cut for sale (chiefly export from the Dis-
S RS _ C L N ' o tricts). By Licutenant Walker’s statement Government will perceive that the
Co o A o , . . ’ T L revenue derived from bamboos last year _amounted to Rupees 7,630-13-8 in the A
- ‘ . oL - S ' : . ‘ , . Sglem District only, it is very large also in Cuddapah, North Arcot, Madura, and £
T - S . ‘ o o South Canara, and 1s a steady increasing Teyenie and in no way oppressive, andis . .
, e ‘ , S ; IR ot even complained of as the tax upon timber often is. A |
. ) ) o L » i R ’ 5. With reference to Lieutenant Walker’s remarks regarding Sandal-wood e
_ S .- - - S ‘ ? . growing on Put".ah land, I begto inform you that until a qu months ago all Sandal-
: ) | vood growing on puttah land was reserved by our Department the same as Teak, ..
K , and I had always been under the 1mpression that there was a clause in all Putta-
) . R i - o ) namas, stating that the reserved timbers belonge_d to Government. In G. O. No. 966,
o L : ' T o o of the 10th of May 1865, .Government recognize the right of Ryots to all Sandal-
v e R ) : : , ‘ R _wood on their puttahs,z 4 it now appears that the Ryots in the Sandal-wood Districts
oo T e T e ' . e R 'aro regularly entering upon & Sandal-wood trade, and Lieutenant Walker fears that
e - . L L ‘ . much of our Sandal-wood will be cut by them, and without an enormous Establish- R
o . . ment it is, as he states, quite 1mposs;1ble {o prevent this. I would suggest that this
' - ortion of the Deputy Conservator’s letter be referred to the Collector, and that
| , ] ‘Grovernment pass some orders on the subject, or I greatly fear that our Sandal-wood
) ) , , : . . S revenue will entirely disappear. I may here add that 1 have never known a single
- T o R easo of a Ryot planting & Sandal-wood tree; 1t 13 bird-sown in the Sandal-wood Dis-
o . : . b . ' . E tricts, and comes to maturity in edge rows, because 1t finds the shade which secms
_ S : - : S neccssary for its growth, the finest trees are found in these localities.

S : : - ‘ , 6. With reference to the concluding portion of the Deputy Conservator’s -
lotter, I am aware thab throughout our Presidency an immense smount of smuggling - -
. o ‘is caused by Zemindars, Jaghiredars, and other holders of private forests, never )
. o o _granting any pass of License for timber removed from their forests. Government S
‘ will not probably order such passes to be granted ; but I do think that Collectors s
- ¢ might be asked to reco_mmend a.ll holders gf private forests to use some regular™=
o o . printed form when p(_)smble, particularly as it will be greatly to their own interests,
- ' ‘ o ' o .as they would soon ﬁr}d out after the system was _mtroduced, and we were enabled
o , thereby to_bring to light any smuggling 1n their own as well as in Government
forests. Without some orders on this subject the proper conservation of Government

S SRR e forests and a thorough check against smuggling are impossible, and I am sure the
subject deserves the consideration of Government.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
13tk October 1865, _ ’

From Lieutenant C. J. WALKER, Deputy Conservator of Salem and South Areot Forests, to , .

Captain R. II. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, dated Camp, Tripatore, -
. 9rd September 1865, No., 214. ‘
Sir,

1. T have the honor to forward herewith a Statement, shewing the amount of revenue derived
from the tax on bamboos in thig District during the past official year, as requested in your Circular
No. 1,370, dated 5th August 1865,

2. The amount, as you will observe, is large, and I anticipated tha‘t it would be still greater
this-year.

3. Tam not aware on what account Gpvernment decide.d on the abolition of this tax

large quantities are hourly and daily cut for th
markets. Our tax on them was not obpresssive (12 Annas per bandy-load), and was only imposed
on those who cut them for the purpose of sgle, Ryots and villagers were allowed to cut as many
as they chose for the erection of their houses, &e., &c., and not one complaint having come to my

give them shelter and moisture, and the Sandal-
jungles great care was always necessary in felling bamboos not to deprive the young trees of the
shelter they require, and also when the tree was

\ old enough not to re uire the aid of ‘ ' F
any longer, to fell the latter carefully and in such 5 manner that it sh%uld not in falli;};3 3:32;:

the more valuable Sanda] tree. This“we were ablg to effect by not granting passes for bamboos in ‘
Jungles where our Sandal troeg wore young and delicate ; and knowing alwa
felling, we could keep a watch that such felling wag conducted carcfully
the young trees, Now not only will the bamp, 3

remain, but the felling will doubtless be conducted wi o B
> ] 2 A oung trees around T
and aswe cannot now interfere in any way, I apprehend great danger to the fore);t tr%es in general, : ' T
and more particularly to the Sandal, our in this District '
but not all, the evils T fear will arise fro R

m an ord b ’l‘hOSO ale a8 few of C ————
er w ICh iS no b t th y ’
DiStl’iCt, but only tO the meI‘Cha‘nt Of Mad oon to e R

ot orvillager in thig .
ras or Bangalore, who doubtless found't i
remunerative before otherwise he would i rade 1 ently

) B o - ‘— LT «W -
not have continued jt, Whilst on thi j o ! - "
beg respectfully to request that some definite order be given with regard to Sa,nl?la?:l;%%‘iit ;rgvgiur}d o
on puttah land. By the decmpn of Government and Order thereon, dated 10th May 1865, No 9668 '
all Sandal-wood growing on said puttah land belongs to » No. 966,

the Ryot who holds the puttah, N
patches of land are getllllerally suzlxlt.)uudcd by Government forests, in which mgre or 'Iessoga;%zslf
wood is growing, and there is no 1g DOwW to prevent the Ryot in addition ¢ . .
own Sandal-wood trees, to cut down g few of A nAon to cutting down hig

O ours also, and pass them all as his own.
sufficiently watch every puttah to prevent this. ¥ #omn. - We cannot

5. 1 would suggest that

the best remedy or breventative for this

that the Ryot must sell his wood to the Department, and not eISOWherb‘;vov:idcot:ﬁcltzfgﬁet: r?:ﬁ

him the fair market price for it, deducting what it would cost us to cart and clear it, he wouldgnot

“therefore be a loser, and we would be gainers, for although we would not directly make anything ,
out of wood thus bought, still we could then check'exactly the several amounts, g it would be
easy to count all the trees growing on the Ryot’s puttahs and ;

- el e
» We cannot in any way check the evil ; aseven . - - - s

seemed to be willing that such a rule should be brought in ; they would, as a rule, get more from ug

than from the merchants, who cheat them. I would also suggest some rule be mage with regard to
timber cut on Jaghire land ; at present we have no check on this at all, the Jaghiredars do not -
“generally give passes, and the Collector says he hag not power to make them do 80. The conge. R
quence is that although we place Tannahs near the Jaghire land, an immense amount of smuggling

from Government jungles takes place, as they have only to state at the Tannah that it ig Jaghire
timber to enable them to pass’it without a license. The Peon cannot detain them even for enquiry, ‘
unless he is certain it is our wood and can prove it, for should it turn out to be J aghire timber, or

we could not prove it to be ours, a civil action could instantly be brought against the Deputy Con-
servator of the District.. Surely this could be remedied, either by causi
give passes or by buying up their right to the timber. In either cage
would improve, and much illegal and reckless felling would be stopped. -

6. Ishall anxiously await your reply on these subjects. g

(True Copy.)

(Signed) R.II. BEDDOME, Captain,
- Officiating Conservator of Forests,




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

13¢h October 1865,
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
1 ) 13th October 1865.
|
b - ,
i No. 224. O=rpEr THEREON, 13th October 1865, No. 2,479.
{ Forests, No. 6. L .F01zwardfad to the Board for report after ‘*
-1 , communication with the Collectors of Districts.
1 : ) 2. The Government cannot, however, sanction
R . any infringement of the Puttah rights of Ryots.
7 - (True Extract.) ,
§ . (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, L
_ Acting Secretary to Government. k
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