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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
13th October 1865.

No. 219.  Read the following letfer from J. OUCHTERLONY; Esq., to
W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Kotagherry, 31st August 1865 :—

SIr,

1. I have had the honor to receive from the Collector of Coimbatore, with a
letter dated the 21st ultimo, Proceedings of Government, dated the 30th March last,
embodying copy of a letter of the Collector of Malabar, dated the 2nd September
1864, Owing to my absence from Ootacamund, and an accident there, these papers
have only reached me in the present month, I presume that they have been sent
to me, on account of my having acted as the Nellumboor Raja’s Agent, in communi-
cating to the Government the claim which he preferred to the land first cleared for
Chinchona cultivation on the Goodaloor Ghét.

2. As it would naturally be supposed that I should offer advice to the Raja in
this matter, I have sought to obtain the further information that might enable me
to do so ; but I find that the reports, upon which the order of Government is based,
are not in Coimbatore. The chief object, therefore, of my prescnt letter is, to
express a request that the Government will be pleased to cause my being furnished
with copies of the enclosures in Mr. Ballard’s aforesaid letter of the 2nd September
last, as, without these, it is manifestly impossible for either myself or the Nellumboor
Raja to understand what the ¢ tract in question” is, to which the Raja’s claims are
declared to be ¢ wholly invalid.”

3. I would, however, desire to take the opportunity of submitting to the
Government certain circumstances, which might be deemed to claim a modification
of, if I may so speak without presumption, the peremptoriness of the order of the

30th March last. ) .
4. The 7th paragraph of Mr, Ballard’s report shews that he is misinformed

as to the circumstances under which my own land was acquired. It wasno Simple'

passiveness of official authority that ¢ allowed” the Nellumboor Raja to dispose of
it. Ttisnow justtwenty years since Iy attention was first drawn to the spot. Find-
ing a waste jungle, and knowing nothmg.of native titles I concluded it to be Govern-
ment land, and applied to the representative of Government in Malabar, the Collector,
for a grant of & certain tract. The Collector, the late lamented Mr. Conolly (an
Officer who had had I believe the longest experience of Malabar: of all Revenue
Officers of modern times) informed me in reply that the land did not belong to the
Government, but to the Nellumboor Raja, to whom he considerately offered to introduce
me, though as Collector he could dono more. My arrangements with the Raja were
then made #°th his entire knowledge throughout; and nothing throughout this
long interval, until the late difference about the Chinchona plantation, has either
been said or done to impart to me any doubt or question of the validity of the acts.

5. Naya -¢, when the Rajain the year 1847 or 1848 called for the Collector’s
sntorference to . #train a gentleman from interfering with a part of this same land,
Mr. Conolly referizd the official enquiry to Nellumboor ; and the consent of the Raja
to give a grant for the land was accepted as a conclusive settlement. And again,
when in 1855-56 I had a dispute with a neighbour, the then Collector, Mr. Clarke,
deputed his Assistant, Mr. Tod, to the spot, and titles, derived from the Nellumboor

Raja, were alone referred to as scttling the apparent right.
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aja were in error—which, according to t]
most experienced Revenue Off

to be in his possessions, it wag
a similar conviction extended,
Jorward to acknowledge its justice,

1e opinion of the

surely a most excusable assumption, sceing how far

» especially when it is remembered that

the line of ghat road had never been put forward at any time or in any way to

determine limits of right.

9. Yet further, upon that part of the Question Which concerns a prctension
to the land on the plateau of ¢t i )

8 of the Colleetor of Malabar, Mr, Shefficld,
so far back as the year 1829, it wag formally reported that it appearcd ¢ that the
Numbulkode District extends up to the Pykarg river,” ~
"10. I would also venture respectfully to sybmit
on which I am aware of the Nellumbooy Raja having
heard on this matter, nothing could be fuirer than
l Collector of Coifnbatore, wished to have an interview
Iny presence, and Mr. Grant also desired i,
loor, I think at the beginning of last year,
that Mr. Grant told the Raja that if he would
the plateau, he, Mr. Grant, -would recommend
that below, the plateau land however includin
Raja, in reply, asked for the reason why he sho
to be Lis? The rejoinder was, that if all couzy

that, on the only occasion
had an opportunity of being
his procceding, 1My, Grant,

The interview took place at Gooda-
The gist of what Passed was this,
give up all claim to any land on

g the Chinchong Plantations, Tho
uld thus surrender what Lo believed
be explained to him, he would sco it

with him, The Raja wished,

to Government to confirm him in.

cers of Malabar, he wag not—in concluding this land .

and how the very Collector of the District went

-~
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Proceedings of 13¢h October 1865.
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: oor Raja was fairly non-plussed. He
was aa armngemcntdf:;' 1;)1: 2?:62:1& ;Pcflll(idpvery n;zlztumlly not see why he should
believed 'all the la(;l a portion without any assigned reason whatever. He Wantid
voluntarily surrender pnceiVC d) title examined; but, when Mr. Grant tf)ld the
his own papers of (so-le: w that if he himself were not satisfied on the r1fglxts of
Raja how he hoped I:ie n:er urge what he did, the Tiroopaud at once, with tl.le
the question he woul neness reoplied, that he had the most perfect confidence in
utmost candour and OPlfn begged him to take and examine all the papers a,n.d
Mr. Grant, and. ‘that en thgm to which he would be ready to bow Whatfzver 1t
pronounce a decision up(()ls he p’roposed that Mr. Grant should be sole' arbitrator
might bo. In other Woar;nt however, explained that the Raja’s claim for the
in the question. W t the G"rovernment in the position of a dependent, and that
Chinchonadla;ld lé:l(;ivclz);lment, be could not undertake the proposed office. The
as he acted for

ja’ t may be summed up in the question *then, what
conclusion on the Raja’s par

tect me in my property, and I am told,
the Government to pro
can I do—I look to

on for iv rtion to enjoy the rest.”
W it, that I should give up a po .
‘ithout any reas 1itt1 ) t tom i its plase, 3 o yt , ;

11. I have omitted to mentionim 1ts place, 1n reference to the Chinchona

ing Dr.
i land, that on subscquently asking
: tated to be Circar )
land on the ghit, s ,

Macphor £ himsclf, but that Mr. McIvor had so stated to him.  Mr. McIvor naturally
about it of himself,

1d know nothing of the fact of his own knowledge.
cou

OrpER THEREON, 13th October 1865, No. 2,477. ‘ :

1. The Government sce no nece.ssﬂcy for fur-
nishing Mr. Ouchterlony wiFh the.coples of reports
for .which he asks, but he will be informed that the

i s claim has been wholly disallowed,
ic Nelamboor Tirupad’s claim
fract of l}an? totlltl;;.};sﬂ}iome the Pykara river to the eastern boundary of Num-
is that which s ~

No. 220.

Land Revenue.

balacotta Plr.opél"'1 lector of Malabar will, on application, furnish Mr. Ouchterlony,
2. The Colle

: racing from the map and a nominal list of the points
as the Til'.upad’s Agcn’cti’t:g?"a :Illzc:;;tgz boundalgr of f\Iurnbalacotta proper, the
up o which, o c:lxll:urrht ﬁ? to leave his claims unquestioned.

Government have g (Tran Extract)
(Signed) W. IIUDLESTON,

" Acting Secretary to Government.

To J. Ouchterlony, Fsq.
To the Board of Revenue.

,» the Collector of Malabar.

,, the do.  of Coimbatore.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

. d me that he knew nothing at all
t to be such, he tol
son how he knew 1
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