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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th October 1865.

No. 53. °  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel C. II. DICKENS,
R. A., Sccretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department
(Railway), to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Railway Depart-
ment, dated Simla, 8th September 1865, No. 789R :—

SIR ]
> In the Statement of fresh charges and alterations, on account of Salaries, Esta-

blishments, and Contingencies, sanctioned by the Madras Government, within the
amount of the Budget grants during April 1865, and submitted to the Government

_of India in the Home Department, is an item of Rupees 10 per mensem on account

of two Toties entertained at the Parcherry at the Pothanoor Railway Station, with

reference to which I am directed to intimate that if, as would appear to be the case,

the services of the Toties are necded for conservancy purposes beyond the Station .

limits, the charge should be met from Local and not Imperial Funds,

Referred to the Revenue Department for consideration with the following

——

papers :—
G. O. in the Financial Railway Department, No. 218, dated 4th April 1865.

Letter to the Government of India, No. 328, dated 7th July 1865.
(Signed) J. H. M. SHAW STEWART, Major, R. E,,

Forr Sarxt GEORG E, Under Secretary to Government, P.VW.D,

261k September 1869.

No. 5. Onprz THEEEON, 4th October 1865, No. 2,303,
— : . 1. . The Government observe that there are no
Miscellancom. Local Funds in the Coimbatore District to which this

¢harge can properly be debited, and that although the
question are s0 far beyond the Railway Station limit that
1 enclosure, still they are in its immediate vicinity, are
n being established there, and are inhabited and hsed

Parcherry and Latrines in
they are out side the Statio

a consequence of the Statio

almost entirely by Railway employds. . a s . .\
9. TUnder these circumstances, and considering how cssentially necessary 1t 13

for the health of the body of travellers who are de’c‘ailfed at' thi§ gtation .for a c.on-
siderabletime, that the greateét care should be obserx’re.d‘n.l mam:cammg the immediate
neighbourhood in as favorable a condition for healtch as is poss1ble3 the Government
consider that this petty charge is properly dehitable to Imperial rather than to

Local Funds. e T
oca. un ‘!(True Extract.) -

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Acting Secretary to Government,

To the I\’ﬁblic Works Departmenf-

»» . the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant General.

Exd, 5. T. Avgustia:
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Izrodéedings of the Madras Government, Financial Railway
| .. Department, 4th April 1865.

. Read the following papers i—

No.13. - From P. GRANT, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, to the Ilomorable A. J.
ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Sattiman-
galam, 18th March 1865, No. 33. . '

I have received Proceedingé of Government and their Or@er thereon, dated 15th February
1865, No. 111, in which it is stated :—¢ The Governor in Council regrets to learn, from the fore-
going papers, that.the orders issued, under date the 2Gth April last, regarding the Parcherry near
the Coimbatore Railway station, have produced but little effect.” , I deem it due to myself and the
other Government officials, who are in any wWay responsible for the cleanliness of the village lately
sprung up outside the Coimbatore Railway station, to make the following explanation. In the
correspondence on which the Government Order is based, the village is said to be clean ; whilst
exception is taken to the state of the latrines, The latrine is attended to by one of the menial
servants of the Pothanoor vi lage, which, by the road be bas o come along, is distant at least one
half-mile. There is no legitimate reason Why this roan should attend to the latrines, 'The village
which has sprung up at_the gate of the Railway stat'ion, although within the limits c¢f the Potha-
noor village boundary, has pothing to do with that village, which lies to the south of the Railway
station, so that the duty of %eeping its latrines clean, by means of ths menial servants, was pever
contemplated, ~ When the village servants were constituted, the use of latrines was never dreamt
of ; all parties betook themselves to the fields. What has hitherto been done, in the way of keep-
ing the latrines outside the Railway station clean, has been done under pressure—very little more
pressure, and the servants will resign. I must therefo.re request sanction of Government for 10
Rupeees per mensem to pay two Toties to keo:p the latrlfxes clean. The Railway Company, although

most of the persons who live in the huts outside the Railway gate are their emnloyés, are disinclin-
ed to contribute anything towards the maintenance of a healthy sanitary condition amongst them,
Until monev is found to pay some person to keep the latrines clean, the condition of the Rail-
way Station village will be unsatisfactory, and no amount of orders will produce any beneficia]
and Jasting effect. Mr. Foster, the Acting Head Assistant Magistrate, is at present paying for the
services of a public Toty from his private funds ; but Government, I feel sure, never intended
that, in view to escape the appearance of meglect of their orders, their servants should be suba
jected to this course of proceeding. .
From P. GRANT, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTH-

NOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Camp Allukkuli 20th,

March 1865, No. 34. ) )

1 beg to enclose copy of a letter from the Acting Ilead Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Foster,
with copy of its enclosure, & letter to his address from Dr. Davis, Zillah Surgeon of Coimbatore
You will be sorry to learn that cholera has broken out at the Railway Station at Coimbatore, and
that, when Mr. Foster wrote, ten persons had died, and six more were lying ill with the disease.
The conduct of the Railway Apothecary is most reprehensible. Ile has, I understand, been sus-
pended. In my letter of 18ih instant, No. 33, I requested sanction for ten Rupees per
mensem to pay two Toties to keep the Latrines of the Railway Station village clean. I have now
to i'equest leave to expend any sum, within Rupees 100, to improve the sanitary condition of the
village. With reference to the pieces of ground required, the one to receive the sweepings of the
Latrines, and the other for a burying ground, I have addressed Mr. Foster, and will, if necessary,

bring the matter to the potice of Government.

No. 14,

From W. S. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Magistrate, Coimbatore, to P. GRANT, Egq.
Magistrate of Coimbatore; dated Coimbatore, 14th March 1865, No, 32.. ’
T am sorry to have to report the existence of Cholera at Pothanoor. -
2. The first case that occurred was a man who came with the disease from Salem by train.
It has since spread through the village, and 10 have died. It has, as yet, not disappeared, there

still being six ill. )
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Railway
Department, 4th April 1865,

7
|
8. Dr. Davis at once sent down the Collectorate Dresser, With’ a supply of medicines. As the |
Dresser has also duties in Coimbatore, he goes down every day, and I have given up one of my t
péons to carry the medicines he may have to send to the patients at Pothanoor. ‘

4. I forward herewith a letter of Dr. Davis to me on this subject, which brings to notice |
a very serious neglect of duty on the part of the Railway Apothecary. I spoke to the Apothe- !
cary on the subject, myself, and while expressing himself willing to attend people that sent for him |,
either amongst the people connected with the Railway, or in the village, he told me that he could
give no medicines to any, but the Railway officials. Ile refused to attend passengers. Ile hag |
been offered the medicines for distribution by Dr. Davis, but he has refused to take them. On !
receiving his refusal to attend the passengers, I telegraphed to the Principal Inspector General,
Medical Department, requesting him to issue orders on the subject. I now beg most strongly to
advise that this Apothecary be dismissed the service. Surely all Medical Officers of Government
ought to know that it is their business to do their utmost for every one requiring their assistance .
I would here also mention the position of the Railway Apothecary. He is directly under the .
Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, I cannot sce any objection to his being put under the Civi]
Surgeon, and I am sure Dr, Davis would only be too happy to pay occasional visits to Pothanoor, to .
see that the Apothecary does his duty. *

5. T have also the honor to request that you will obtain the sanction of Government for expend-
ing some money on Pothanoor; I do not know how much will be required. I have got a cart and
six coolies placed at my disposal, by Mr, Carter, the Engineer of this Divison of the Railway, to |

~ cart away all the ordure from the latrines; and a large quantity of the earth will also have to be :

_removed. I want them, also, to cover up the sides of the roads, &c, with ashes, where the people

“have been for purposes of nature. I have also taken a toty, on 5 Rupees a month, to attend to the

latrines. Ilo isto see that ashes or earth is thrown down, as soon as any one has used the
latrines, and the ordure is to be removed twice & day and buried. For this purpose, I have taken °

.a piece of ground, at a little distance from the village; it is puttah land, certainly, but has not
'been cultivated for a long time. I request Government will sanction compensation for this, There -
is no Government land suitable for ihis purpose, except a small piece, to get to which one hag o !
ieross a nullah, from which the villagers are supplied with drinking water. It would not do to pyp’

mmsmm==dtho risk of the water in this channel getting spoiled. Two of the men who have died gre

Mussulmen. There is no place for them to bury their dead, and I have, therefore, allowed them 5

picce of Government waste land. To get to this, the channcl has to be crossed, but I do yot

apprehend any danger from the bodics being carried across this.
(True Copy).

(Signed) P.GRANT,
Collector and Magistroge,

From W.F.DAVIS, Esq., M. p,. Civil Surgeon, Coimbatore, to the Head Assistant Magistrate, -
Coimbatore  dated 13th March 1865, No. 19, ’

I have the honor to call your attention to a matter of some importance to the public health, j

and one of which immediate notice, and in which immediatec action, should be taken, ’

2. Haviug heard that Cholera had broken out in the neighbourhood of the Pothangor
Station, and that it had proved fatal to several persons, I at once despatched medicines for the

relief of the sufferers, especially a good supply of ¢ Cholera Pills,” by the Collectorate Dresser,

3. 1 instructed the Dresser to put himself in communication with the Apothecary of the
Railway Station, and to give him a supply of Pills, asking him to be so good as superintend the
distribution of the same, especially to coolies and the poor, wl'm might be attacked with bowel
complaint in the neighbouring Parcherry. i

4. Yesterday, I called upon the Dresser for his report of cases of Cholera at Pothanoor, I7e
states that he carried out my ivstructions in every particular, but that he found (he Apotheeary
unwilling, andindeed refusing, to assist in the treatment of the general sick at the station, or ap
others whatever, unless bond fide servants of the Railway Company, stating too that he would not
sttend the families of the Railway servants, nor assist in the distribution of the Government
medicines.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Railway
' Depariment, 4th April 1865.

3

cognizance of the conduct of the Apothecary, neither can I give orders to him, but I think it
competent in me to recommend that, in the interest of the public health,he be instructed by his
employers to give his services, and endeavour, as much as in him lies, to mitigate such a dreadful
scourge as cholera, be the poor sufferers therefrom who they may,
\ 6. A sudden accesssion to the sickness in this Station from fever, &e., the temporary with-
. drawal of one of my Dressers, and the sickness of another, render much efficient subordinate
i assistance difficult, if not impcssible. I therefore hope, as the Apothecary lives on the spot,
?\' and medicines are at his disposal from the Government Stores if required, that, in the event of
1
J
?

4
!
% ~ 5. As I am not connected with the Railway officially, I cannot of course take direct
!
r

any-one being attacked with Cholera, he will at once treat him, for, by neglecting to do so, he
not only is indirectly the cause of loss of life, but directly makes the Railway Station a focus for,

the concentration of choleraic poison, and a centre whence it is distributed all over the country.
(True Copy). ]
(Sigued) P. GRANT,

Magistrate,
From P. GRANT, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, to the Honorable A. J.
ARBUTHNOT, Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Camp
Gopichettipolliam, 21st March 18635, No. 35. .
T beg to transmit copy of a letter addressed by the Zillah Surgeon of Coimbatore to the
Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, Southern Division, and forwarded by the former officer to

me, for information.
2. The Zillah Surgeon points out forcibly the wretched nature of the huts outside the Railway

t No. I5.

s et p— W

: Station, and their tendency * to invite attacks of low malarious disease.” Unless Government js ..

- prepared to pass a legislative enactment, empowering it to regulate the laying out and construction,
" &., of Villages springing up about Railway Stations, and to give it retrospective effect, I do not

- well sce how the present difficulty at the Coimbatore Railway Station is to be met, The huts, and

' the ground on which they stand, are private propertys and, as the law stands at present, thgy cannot
be touched. . '
3. The situation of the Railway station I believe to be most prejudicial to persons arriving
there in an exhausted state, the result of fatigue or hunger, and in the least predisposed to disease.
! The locality lies low, and was formerly irrigated, and produced crops of paddy. Italso lies in the
» line of the current of air from north-east, and east to the Paulghaut gap in the south-west. Dur-
ing the south-west Monsoon, whilst Coimbatore is dry anc? the sky clear above, the Railway Station .
is constantly visited with showers, whilst long lirfes of mist pass over it from the west, thereby
showing that, if any thing prejudical to health is borne along in the atmosphere, the Railway

, Station, from its position, is exposed to its ill effects. .

! 4, The Coimbatore station is alarge and important one, at which passengers and goods’ trains

" arrive several times & day. Passengers come from all parts of the country, so that the chances of
disease are greatly multiplied. The late hour o.f arrival of the Madras Train ot night and the
early hour of its departure in the morning are circumstances which tell against Natives, whose
systems are sensitive, and liable to be disarranged by any irregularity in their meals,

' 5. The interments in the locality, adverted to by Dr, Davis, shall at once be put a stop to.

t

¢ From W. F. DAVIS, Lsq., M. D., Civil Surgeon, Coimbatore, to the Deputy Inspector General of
) Hospitals, Southern Division ; dated Coimbatore, 18th March 1865, No. 24.

' In continuation of my letter of 14th instant, I have the honor to report that Cholera has been
[ prevailing within the last sixtcen days at the Railway station of Pothanoor, about 3} miles from
Coimbatore. :

1 2. Up to the end of February, that part of the District had been very healthy, but on the
v st instant, a Railway Guard coming from Beypoor was seized en route with the disease, and

died within a few hours.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Railway
Department, 4th April 1865.

3. Since that period, Cholera has been of dajl
ing Parcherry, and, from what [ can gather from th
twenty-two have been attacked, and eleven of their

4. The number dying generally has been,
been very unequally distributed
much more marked degree than

J occurrence at the station and the neighbour.
e Station Master and others, from twenty (o
number have died.
as above stated, eleven ; but the mortality has
—a certain class, and those in a certain situation, succumbing in a
others more fortunately circumstanced.

5. Assoon as I became aware that the disease had appeared, I despatched a Subordinate
with medicines thither, and, next day, I went and inspected the Parcherry adjoining the Railway
station of Pothanoor. [ found that the position of the houses was such as to invite the attacks

of low malarious disease. The huts, numerous and crowded together, are of the most prinitive
description, in height not more tha

arrangement made apparently to

prevent a breath of fresh air from entering, the doors being
not much more than sufficient to

admit a man tocrawlin, These tenements are constructed on
ground from which paddy has been reaped, and the stalks of which remain all round about them,
Ia this part of the Parcherry, all those attacked have died, and, although much to be deplored, it
can scarcely be wondered at, when, in addition to what I have mentioned, it is added that the
wretched denizens of these hovels have very precarious means of existence, and are at present
living on the new rice, Cucumbers, too, which are now. in season, and very cheap, are common
articles of diet. I believe great efforts have recently been made to remove this fungoid excro-
scence from the Railway station, but its being private property will militate against such a bene-
ficial result.
6. The village of Pothanoor proper lies in a very much better position—ground higher, and
dryer, and more open, and the people are more well to do. The consequence has been striking, as
regards the difference in the cholora mortality—only 37-0-5 per cent. fatal cases amongst those
affected, or more exactly 3iu 8 having died. !
7. The mortality among those inhabiting the Railway enclosure itself has been extremely
little, and contrasts very favorably with the last two classes, six being attacked, and one dying, .
8. I would, in concluding, recommend, in my capacity of Surgeon of the Coimbatore Dj
that the following suggestions be, if possible, carried out, and a co
the Collector, for his consideration, and, I hope, approval,

1st.—That the huts in the low lying paddy fields be entirely removed from their presen,

position, and rebuilt, if Decessary, either on the higher ground on the south-east of the
station, or near the village of Coorchy.

2ndly.—That interments in the bund
continued, ag the inhabitants of th
vicinity.

3rdly~That the medical servant of the Railway be instructed to afford medical aid to o]}
persons suffering from cholera, or other epidemic disease, not ouly in the Railwey enclo-
sure, but also in the village adjoining,

(True Copy).
(Signed) W. F. DAVIS, M., D.
Civil Surgeon,

strict,
py of thisletter has been sent to

just behind the Chuttrum now being built be ;5.
e neighbourhood drink of the water in itg immediata

(A true Copy).
(Signed) P. GRANT,
Collector,
No. 16. ORDER THEREON, 4th April 1865, No, 218,

Under the circumstances represented in the for
authorizes the Magistrate of Coimbatore to employ,
Parcherry at the Pothanoor Railway Station,
will take effect from the date on which it wag
Foster, who will reimburse himself for any pay

egoing letters, the Governor in Counejl
until further orders, two Totics at the
at & cost of Rupees 10 per mensem. The charge

first incurred by the Acting ITead Assisu;ut. M.
ments made by him on this account,

n about six feet from the ground to the gable angle, and every .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial R‘ailway

5
Department, 4th April 1865,

2. The Government also sanction the eXPendit“l‘.e of such sum as may be required, not
exceediﬁg Rupees 100, in improving the sanitary condition of the Parcherry, The Government,
as the Magistrate observes, have no power to order the removal of the h“ts: .

K 3: The conduct of the Railway Apothecary will be brought‘t? the notice of the Agem,fw;l?
will be requested to give effect to the order suggested by the Civil Surgeon at the close of hig

letter, (paragraph 8, Clause 3.)
] ~

Pt N

(True Extract).

. - , Chief Secretary.

/‘;3

- -'To the Magistrate of Coimbatore.,

sy  Civil Paymaster.

Accountant General. .
4] . . ;
__»n__ Consulting En—g{nee‘r for Railwaye:.
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Statement of fresh charges and alterations, on account of Salaries, Establishments

~ |

r and Con
during the month of April 1865,

2! Govern- ’ '
= t | No. . i :
» 61:521‘. o.| Office Previous gcale: Revised scale,
s .
Z .
. 1865. RS, ! A,| P, - RS, A:;
41h April| 218] Pothanoo :
P Railwayr None, 2 Toties at 5 Rupees.| 10| ¢/ o
R " | Station, T !
in the
District
of Coim=
batore,
f - - TN ) T‘ - N . T T "o ' TR s e ' :.’
A Y,
\
’ P ) » 7
) ‘ ‘
Forr Saxt Geores, ’ ‘
Ith July 1865, : |
1
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tingencies sanctioned by the' Madras Government, within the amount of the Budget grants,
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appertaining to Financial Railway Department.

.

Perma- Temporary. Remarks by
nent. i
Increase | Increase , %y ﬁ"d“
per Period. per Civil Paymaster. cct, ;
month, month. R J .- General. Government,
RS, [a. [P, RS. {A. P
I : . .
wessifens|ond Not stated.| 10 0] O 2 S 5 | The Magistrate of Coim.
8 g S g batore  represented
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, -
7th July 1865, b

No. 9.

-

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Department, dated Fort

Saint George, 7th July 1865, No. 328.
In continuation of my letter, dated 20th May, No. 252, I am directed by His Excellency

Revenue Department,
Finl. Rallway do.
Judicial do.

’ Marine do.

.

the Governor in Council to transmit, for submis-
sion to the Government of India, the accom-
panying four Statements of charges on account
of Salaries, Establishments, and Contingencies,

8 ;1 tioned \by‘ihe Madras Government, within the amount of the Budget grants, during the month
Q0CU

of April last, )

Zl
92

A2
rep. ¢
A <08

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
dcting Secretary to Government,
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