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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenie Department,
6th February 1865.

No.115. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th October 1854,
" No. 6,920.
Read the following letter from A. HATHAWAY, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to W. HUDLE.
. STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 7th October 1864, No. 183 : —

. 1. I l.:ave the honor to submit for the consideration of the Board of Revenue, and with a
view to thgn.r communicating the eame to Government in the Department Public Works, the
eng]os'ed. ?rlgma,l letter o.f the 26th August, No, 749, from the Superintending Engineer of the
3rd Division, together with its enclosure, a letter from Mr. Supervisor Hasler.

2. 1 fhink that the Superintending Engineer ought, in justice to myself, to be called upon
to substantiate the charge conveyed in paragraph 3 of his letter, viz,, in the following words,
“ Instead of always trying to find fault with the Department.”

"~ 3. I am conscious of having done nothing of the kind ; and I regret to be obliged to state

. that it is only since my having written to the Board my letter of the 20th June 1864, No. 97,

:hat Colonel Iemery’s correspondence with my office has assumed its present somewhat bitter
one.

4. The Superintending Engineer does not think it wrong so implicitly to trust a subordi-
nate of his own Department, who is virtually on his own defence, as to stigmatize an official report
made to me by the Tahsildar of Kudlighi (who it is to be observed has had considerable practical
experience in * Maramut”), as * a deliberate false statement ; and yet, when I pass on to him
a report made to me by the head native official of the Talook, he must needs characterize such a
step on my part as ““ trying to find fault with his Department.”

5. The accompanying translation of a reply from the Tahsildar to Mr. Hasler's letter, and
translates of certain documents connected therewith, and of depositions taken by me on ocath at
Kudlighi, on the 23rd instant, from the village officers and certain influential Ryots of Kudlighi
will, I think, independently of the inconsistencies im~Mr. Hasler's own report, shew that the'
latter is not a strictly correct version of the matter at issue.

6. It appears to me somewhat curious logic, and not likely to satisfy the Ryots of Kudlighi
to say, that there is no waste of water, because it escapes out of a defective sluice of their tank
into that of Cooppenakerra, which (Mr. Hasler’s statement to the contrary notwithstanding)
receives a supply of water from the forest of Iyanahalli and Siddyanagudda; the cultivators
under the latter tank profiting at the expense of the labor of the Kudlighi villagers, who find
themselves unable to cultivate paddy under their own tank, and have the prospect of losing their
crops of raghi, &e. )

7. Had there been, as formerly, a resident District Engineer, the matter at issue might
easily have been settled ; but under the existing state of things, and my Head Assistant Collec-

~ tor having been gazetted elsewhere, I have been obliged myself, at considerable personal iuconve-

nience, to run out to Kudlighi, and examine the tank myself.

8. The result of a careful inspection of the tank, is my conviction that the money lat:ly
expended upon the repair of the sluice in question has been wasted, and that the work done to
the revetment there, and in another spot, has been done most carelessly. In the former spot the
mortar crumbles away in the hand, and would dissolve on the first action of water ;.and in the
latter, instead of putting in large stones compactly to the bund, large gaps appear, into which
small stones have been loosely thrown. The first wash of water would remove them,

9. The opening of the bund Lalf way across, to find out the defective part in the sluice, was
in my opinion, a simple waste of money. It should have been determined to cut through the whole
width or not at all ; as it was, the leak was not discovered, and matters are as bad as before.
The water now is continuously flowing out, not only through the sluice head, but also through
a passage outside of it, although the shutter of the sluice is closed ; and if rain does not shorily
fall, the tank will probably be dry in the course of a few days ; independently of which, this

continuous flow of water is injurious to the raghi crop.

\/'?'
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10. The sldice in its present position is much below the level of the bed of the tank, and
it appears to me, that the wisest plan will be to build a new sluice, vu improved principles, on a
contiguous spot where the ground is higher. To spend any more money on small cstimateg
would be mere waste ; and I thick the Ryots are justified in demurring to contribute any more
for such futile operations.

11. They have given a written agreement to bear the expense of opening and closing the

bund if my suggestion be carried into execution,
L

12. The village officers and Ryots declare that the Taluk Overseer was duly informed of
the leaky state of the sluice, which is borne out by the said Overseer’s original reply (A) of the
93th May 1864 ; and, prima facie, it is highly improbable that they would so neglect their own
interests as to fail to do so. '

13. Indepena‘ently of which, I think it was Mr, Ia:ler's duty to inquire of the village
officers what the state of their tank was; and instead of, as sllowed by himself, when he ubserv:d
the revetment round the head of the sluice “in a very d.lapidated state, &c.,” pointing out to the
Talook Overseer that the villagers were neglecting their duty, to have himsclf told the village
officers so, and warned them of the danger of their neglect.

14. I also enclose copy of an criginal letter from my Ilead Assistant Collector of the 8th
September 1864, .No. 36, relative to the unsatisfactory nature of the operations of the Department
Public Works in this Talook, and would wish that Captain Fischer, orsome Covenanted Qffcer
may be instructed to report upon them.

15. 1tis the duty of the Talook oficials to report such matters to the Collector; and 1
consiger that the writine of letters such as the one under review, by the Superintending Eogineer
who personally, T believe, knows but little of this District, is Likely, if passed u:mo;iaccd oto dc:
much harm. ’

16. In the pr:sent instance an examination by some superior officer would determine
whether the Tahsildar has, in this instance, * written adeliberately fulse statement ;™ or whether,
on the contrary, the Talook Overscer and the Supervisor are to blame, ’

17. The cultivation und:r this tank is 167 acres, asscssed at Rupers 1,266.

EnxcLosurE No, 1, A.

Aspstract.—Translation of Memorandum from Talook Overseer to Potail of Kudlighi
dated May 28th, denying that the leakage of Kudlighi tank is to be a‘tributed to the crumbiin;
of the chunam, and directing that padly straw be placed in the gaps. c

Excrosure No. 2, B,

AsstracT.—Translation of Arzi, dated 2Gth May, from the Potail of Kudlichi to the Tah
pildar, informing him that the supply water received by the rain which fell on the=22nd is escap-
ing, owing to the unsubstantial nature of repairsexecuted by the Depirtment Public Works P

Excrosure No.3, C.

ABsr.lucr.-—Translat’.on of Arzi, dated 10th July, f Pota d f K
! ‘ i ’ Y, 1Irom the ot 11 a Ry() S C u 1ehi
to the Taheildar of Kudlighi, sketclhing the history of their tank since Flrlxsly 1% .t() (the ddi]e .
a at

which it began to get out of order) and i i i
expressing their unwillj 5
e i Ulingness to pay for further usless

—

Excrosure No. 4, D,

ABsTrRAcT.—Translation of Arzi, dated 12
. , th July, from Tahsil Cudlichi
" réporting on the state of Kudlighi tank, and complaining of thael ]:r‘xsitrs'of Fudighi to Cullctor

Departwent Public Works execute repairs in bis Talook gencrally antial way in which the

~
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Excrosore No. 3, E.
From Lieutenant-Colonel E, HEMERY, R. E., Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division, to A.
 HATHAWAY, Esq, Collector of Beliary, dsted Cuddapah, 26th August 1864,
No. 740, ,

1. With reference to your letter as per margin, I have the honor herewith to forward copy
of a report by Mr. Supervisor Hasler on the
sluice of the Xudlighi large tank, from which
it is evident that you have been misled by deliberate false statements made by Kudlighi
Tahsildar,

9. I now have the honor to request you will call upon the Tahsildar and the RedJy of
Kudlighi to state, why the leak in the sluice was never brought to Mr. Hasler’s notice when the
tank was dry. \ 4

3. The fears expressed in thelast paragraph of your letter under reply are not likely to be
realized, and if instead of always trying to find fault with the Department, you made the
Revenue authorities attend to the orders of Government regarding petty rcpairs to works of
irrigation, [ am confident thatyou would not hear of tanks and channels breaching even after
such a fall of rain as occurred on the 2nd June last.

——

No. 524, 21st July 1864.

Excrostse No. 6, F. .
Tiom Mr. R. ITASLER, Supaivisor, P. W. D., to Lieutenant-Colonel E. HUEMELRY, R.E,,
Superintending Engincer, 3rd Division, dated Camp Cottoor, 3rdl August 1<6+, No. &2

1. Tamin reseipt of vour letter. N St efare oo T T : Ciaa

- e 4 .

1s made of the condition of the Kudlighi tanx sluice.

2, Agreeably to iustructions conveyed in paragraph 2 of your letter, I beg herewith to
gebmit a fult report on the subject, and trust it will be found sa'isfactory.

3. The Tahsildar in his letter to the Collector makes three statements ; first, that the
Kudlighi large tank sluice was repaired by this Department last year ; second, thatthe repairs were
badly executed ; and thirdly, that a good supply of water which had been received in the tank
was lost on account of the leakage of the sluice. To these I would answer that no repair to the
&'uice was executed by this Department last year, and therefore Statement No, 2 cannot be true;
and third, that the supply has not been lost ab all. An explanation of these contradictions is
pecessary : I proceed to give it.

4. In January last I inspected the Kudlighi tank, and found that a part of the bund and
-As the amount required was within Rupees 50, T ordered the execu-
I thought at the same time that 1 observed signs of leakage
about the revetment over the sluice, and orderqd the sluice to be examined: the sluice was
accordingly cpened and examined ; but both myselt.' and the Talook Overseer failed to discover
any signs of leakage; the sluice was therefore closed again as before. The aluif:e is very much
below the present bed of the tank, and to prevent choking, a space round the head about four
yards equare had been revetted off w ith rough stone at sume former time ; but when I saw it, it

y choked with siit; as the repair of this was proper

was in a very dilapidated state, and partl
yillage labor, I gave no orders concerning it, merely pointing out t» the Talook Overseer that the
o

villagers were neglecting their duty. 1 have since heard casually that Talook Overseer Valf)yden
Mudaliar was persuaded by the villagers to perform tbis work for them, th?y undertakl‘ug to
im whatever the work cost. This must be the work which the Talsildar complains of
being badly executed, and i3 evidently a complaint got up by the villagers, to enable them to

ghirk payment of the money, as the stability of the sluice can in no way be affccted by the revet.
uch & revetment of stone in chanam would only be a waste

revetment required repair.
tion of the work, as a tiifling repair.

refund to b

ment mertioned, anl constracting s

of money.

e e T e we Asuwuaigll, 1D WhICDH compla.nt

"



4 Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
Gth February 1865.

5. If Talook Overseer Valoyden Mudaliar made the reply ascribed to bim in the Tahsildac's
letter, it must have been with refercnce to the expenditure of former years.

6. The sluice does leak rather heavily, and I have been lately informed, that it has always
cone so during the memory of man. Many attempts have been made to discover and stop the
leak, which have always failed. Of this I knew nothing until very lately, or I should certainly
have taken measures to have stopped it. The villagers never made any complaint concerning
their tank or sluice (although their tank was in danger from part of thg bund being half yard
Iower than the remainder in the site of the former breach). I wasthus left unassisted in making
my estimate, and not knowing for certain that a leak existed, and the slujce itse]fgiving no sign
(the tank being dry), no repairs were undertaken beyond grouting part of front revetment aboye
the sluice,

7. In the third statement of the Tahsildar, I think he has proceeded too far in his
endvavour to make a good case ; he there states that a good supply of water to the tank ran off,
and culiivation thereby prevented.

8. The Tabsildar's season reports (of which I have copies) shew that no rain fell at Kudlj-.
ghi inany month ; but June, as I was at Kudlighi on the 27th of that month, I saw the tank
just after it had received its supply, which averaged two feet in depth. The Tahsildar’s letter is
dated the 12th July, and describes the tank as being drained ; but I algo saw the tank onthe
16th July, and the waterspread showed little or no diminution, although there had been no rain
in this interval ; but though the tank had been drained, still there could be no greater loss
sustaived in this than in former years, the leakage being the same : again, the water is not wasted
8s it fal's immediately into the Coopenkerra tank, and culiivation is going on under that tank, in
consequence of there beingno other supply.

9. In conclusion, I would beg to submit that if charges so entirely without foundation are

ailowed to be made against this Department unchecked, the effect will prove very disheartening
to its officers. I am conscious myself of dving the best Ican for the worksin my charge ; but
if I am compelled s0 often to gropemy way ia the dark, from want of assistance from the local
authorities, it can hardly be wondered at, if an estimate does not always include every thing
Tequired.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) E. HEMERY, R.E, Lieutenant-(‘olonel,
Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division,

—

Excrosure No. 7, G.

AssTRAaCT.~—Translation of Arzi, dated Jst September,

the Collector, replying in detail to the letter of the Supervi
(warked F.)

from the Tauhsildar of Kudlighi to
sor, Mr, Hasler, dated 3rd of August

ety

Excrosvre No, 8, H.
ArsTrACT.—Copy of letter No. 36, dated September §th
Collector, reporting on the unsatisfacto
ment io the Talooks under his charge.

» from Head Assistant Collector to
'y nature of the opsrations of the Publjc Works Depart-

——

Encrosure No. 9, 1.

ABsTRACT.~Plan of Kudlighi large tank,

——

s 3

f4

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5

6th I'ebruary 1865. . -

1. Ordered to be submitted for the consideration of Government a3 requasted, The Doard
are of opinion that the Collector has good ground to complain of the tone adopted towards him
by Colonel Iemery, and of the manner in which the casé of the Kudlighi tank was disposed of.

2. In the face of the evidence adduced by the Collector including the results of his own
personal inspection, it is impossible to doubt that the Ryo's in thisinstance have good ground to
complain against the Department Public Works, and that the revenue is likely to suffer from
neglect or imperfect execution of necessary repairs, notwithstanding that the Ryots have contri-
buted to a considerable amount towards ths work, Rem’ssion cannot be refased in face of facts
such as those adduced,

3. If the evidently well-founded complaints of competent and respectable Officers in the
position of Tabsildars are, as in this case, stigmatized as “deliberate false statements” by. the
Superintending Engineer of the Division, on the report of the subordinate whose shortcomings
are brought to notice, the Board cannot but fear that much evil will result. )

No. 116. ORDER THEREON, 6th February 1863, No. 234,

1. The Governor in Council disapproves of the spirit in
which Colonel Ilemery received the complaint forwarded by the
Coliector, and of his charging the Tahsildar with falsehood with
no further evidence than the assertions of the person complained against. It is the duty of the
Superintending Engineer to enquire into such complaints, and to ascertain that his subordinates
do their duty. Talse complaints wil] be exemplarily punished; but it is not to be assumed
that a complaint is false, because it is denied by the person whom it aflects.

"2, Al Hathaway will be informed that such a remark as that contained in paragraph 7 of
his letter, dated 7th ultimo, isquite out of place. The Government have no intention of waking
an alteration in the present system, and he must accept this as a settled matter.

‘ (True Extract.)

" (Signed) C.G. MASTER,
Under Secretary to Government.

Miscellaneous,

To the Board of Revenue,
s» the Public Works Department,

Exd, S. T. Augustin,
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2. Inthe face of the evidence adduced by the Collector including the results of his ownt
personal inspection, it is impossible to doubt that the Ryots in this instance have good ground te
complain against the Department Public Works, anl that the revenue is likely to suffer from~
neglect or imperfect execution of necessary repairs, notwithstanding that the Ryots have contri-,
buted to a considerable amount towards the work. Remission ca,nnot be refused in face of facts
such as those adduced. S .

3. If the evidently well-founded complaints of competent and respectable officers in the
position of Tahsildars are, as in this case, stigmatized as “ dcliberate false statements” by the
Superintending Engineer of the Division, on the report of the subordinate whose shortcomings
are brought to notice, the Board cannot but fear that much evil will result.’

e (True Ccfles*and¢Extract.)
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