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* 6. I tried working

'  “‘: \ E A 3 S o e e B 3 s . No. 58i. Read tha following Proceedings.ofthe Board of Revenue, dated 21st

. ' . >

S >y  Scptember 1865.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel T. TH(J)M.PSON,' Agent for
’ Remounts, to R. A. DALYELL, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of
* Revenue, dated Oossoor, 14th September 1865, No. 218 :— '

W)

SIx, -

)

++ 1. Ihave the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant, requesting -

. scme brief account of the working of the Steam Plough at the depdt.
"+ 9 Inreply, I have the pleasure to state that the working of the engine and
cultivator (not pléugh) has been most successful, as far as the opening up of the
coil thoroughly to a depth of at least a foot. ,

3.. The depdt’ field best adapted for the engine is a large one, containing
nearly 60 Acres, and which had not been ploughed up since the deptt was formed
here. On this account, it was deemed advisable to use the cultivator in the first
instance, as requiring less power, and being more easily repaired in the event of its
meeting with rocks or large stones. This was fortunate, for shortly after commencing,
ceveral large quarries (? boulders) came in the way, which had to be removed before
the work could be continued. The ground then grew so hard from a high, dry, wind,

. and absence of rain, that I ceased working afx:aid of injury to the engine. After

_thtese we_ had an unusually heavy fall of rain, Which delayed work again, as the
weight of the cultivator sunk it into the ground too deeply. ' o
| 4. DBesides all those interruptions from causes over which I had no control,
one or t‘wo improvements in minor details suggested themselves to Mr. Barwell, and

" had to be carried out. on the “tender” and ‘ cultivator,” as well as a tolerably
Jarge fracture to be repg}ired, t_hat happened to the former in getting it into the farm

2

“yard on 1ts arrival here. » .~ |
" 5. Owing to theabove stoppages in working, as well as during each day from

stones, 1 have not been able to come to any certain knowledge of the amount of
, 1

fuel requir , . :
and with no interruptions from stones or accidents the engine would work seven

lhours a day with 4 cwt. of coa'l and 800 lb:s. of ﬁr.ewood, such as is used in the
Railway, and would plough up mth the five tine cultivator about 6 Acres.

with firewood alone, but the steam could not be got up to

the required pressure. I then t;'ied 2 cwt. of coal .combme(?., buf; this was not

sufﬁciénf; experience has now shewn 4 cwt. to be requlrefi, bu.t in th.m caleulation

it must be borne in mind that the steam has to be got up twice daily, this being more

nomical than keeping the fire lighting during the rest hours of the day.
€co

7.. Here Mr. ) :

6 p u making 7 hours a day, to which must be added an hour before for getting

| .S; 0«’1 ~ and an hour after for putting out the fire, and leaving the engine in a
u an, - ‘

oper and safe condition ; but this amount of work could not, I fear, be got through
pr , .. L :

v the ghats. - -
, beloz | ?Ftlie encine has ploughed up about 30 Acres of ground, the greater part of

as it was so hard it was nocessary to go down with narrow tines and

it twice over, . )
1 d with broad ones, and sometimes even to use’but three

to return over the same g}“oun
tines instead of five. - . ' |

i

ed, or work that has been done daily ; butin ground previ(;usly cultivated,

Barwell has worked from 6 o’clock till 10 4. 3., and from 3 ill .

3> .
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3 T ' T
9. The engine requires about eight barrels of water for daily consumphon, ;.

. three and a half to fill it, and the ¢ tender” the rest at intervals during work. -
10. No experiment has been tried with charcoal as fuel for the engine, 3»3 ‘

i M Barwell Jeared the carbon might have an injurious effect upon the boiler plates
- © 1. The thanks of the Board will be conveyed to Colonel Thompson for h1s N
"Z . report which will be submitted for the information of Government. I
fnj - A 2, The Board await Colonel Thompsons reply to the1r Proceedmcrs under.-.

5 date 18th September 1865. : . .

dom .\ ' No. 582. - * ORDER THEREOKN, 28th September 1865, No‘ 2 343.

; e | . Miscellaneous. ‘ ot Ordered to be recorded )

‘ - | (True Extract ) ) A
K R .. (Signedy J. GROSE, - s
: e : ' Actzng Under Secretary to Governmeﬂf e
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To the Board of Revenue.
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