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" planting and management of such est

Procee\d‘i.ng"s/"of—tke‘ﬁia‘drds. Government, Revenue Deparinient,
25th September- 1865.

‘Read the' following Endorsement of the Acting Deputy Consulting Engineer for

Railways, in charge, dated Madras, 8th September 1865, No. 451.

No. 495. Read the following létter from R. B. ELWIN, Esq., Agent and Manager,
. Madras Railway - Company, « to Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. ANDERSON,
RTE., Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 7th September -
1865, No. 633 :—
Sir, . .

1. I have the honor to enclose a copy of paragraphs 15 to 19 of the Managing

‘Director’s letter No. 364, dated the 28th of July last, having reference to a recom-

mendation of mine, that, in order to secure regular supplies of firewood, for use in
our Locomotives, the Company should” undertake the planting of tracts of land
with suitable trees. \

9. ‘The Directors, you will observe, in ﬁaragraph 18, desire to be placed-in

possession of the terms upon which land necessary for the cultivation of firewood,

‘would be granted by the Government.

3. I should imagine that such tracts of land, as we require, would be obtained
under the Tope Rules, :and be -free -of rent for twenty years ; but with a view to
enable.me to place the matter clearly before my Board, I shall feel obliged by your
soliciting the orders of Government on the subject. '

- Extract of a letter from the Managing Director, No. 364, dated 28th July 1865. ‘

Paragraph 15. Your Annual Report, dated 7th March last, contained a suggestion that, for the
purpose of ensuring regular supplies of wood fuel, a point of very great importance for the economi-
cal working of the Railway, the Company should undertake the planting of tracts of land with trees,
in suitable situations ; such tracts to be of about 500 Acres in extent, in places where village labor
could be commanded, and the estate superintended at little cost by a subordinate pensioned officer-

16. The Government Orders of the 2nd May also called our attention to the necessity of the
Company, ‘who are large consumers of fuel, taking steps for the growth of firewood, to meet future
requirements, and in your Jetter No. 641 you have requested our early consideration of the

subject.

17. The Board fully recognize the importance of the object in view, and trust that the

endeavours now making by the Government to re-clothe a portion of the denuded surface of the
country, to the improvement of the climate, and the increased supply of fuel, may meet with every
success. The interests of the Railway Company are bound up with those of the country in such
improvements, besides their more immediate interest in permanent supplies of firewood ; and they
have every desire, therefore, to co-operate as far as they properly can in these measures.

18. The Board, however, are hardly prepared, without further information, to undertake the
ates as you have suggested. We require to know something
of the terms on which the land would be granted by the Government, the expense of enclosing and
planting, of maintaining, and the probable out-turn of wood fuel from it. The result of the Go-
vernment operations in the Bellary District, stated in paragraph 11 of the orders, is not at all
encouraging ; but that may only shew the unsuitableness of the spot for the growth of trees., If
the Company went into the project, it would be better to limit op{erations, in the first instance, to
one block of land in the most guitable locality, and in reporting to the Board on the points above
indicated, you will submit your opinion as to the spot to be preferred for such experiment.

19. In the meantime, however, _there are, we believe, many places within the Railway

boundaries which m~y beé plonted with trees to advantage, not merely for the purposes above refer-

v
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* 2118k September 1865,

Pr oceedmrrs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th Seplember 1865, N

ve been grown in
; and we are. desirous that this
re is space for planting, and no special objectxon exists, On

Permanent Way should be called on to report fully,
- (True Extract )
(Signed) R.B. ELWIN,

Agent and Manager ,

—

4 L. Itis clear from pararrraphs 2 and 13
~ the Revenue Department of the 2

granted for the purpose of planti
twenty years.

%. The Proceedings were communicatod to the ‘Agent and Manawer and b

him to the Railway Board of Directors in England, but as they desire some further
information of the terms on wh

Manager’s letter, together with
Government,

of the Proceedings of Government j in
nd May last, No. 896, that waste land will be
ng firewood and topes, free of assessment-for

(Slgned) H. L D. PRENDERGAST, Major, R. E
" Ag. Dy. C’ons Engr for Razlwa JS m charge.

Referred to the Revenue Department -
(Slgned) CHARLES A. ORR Colonel R. E.,

-Fort SANT GEorgr, “Secretary to Govermnent P, W D.

No. 496. OrpEr THEREON, 25th September 1865, No. '2,302,

The Agent is correct in sy

land will be granted to the Rallway Company under -
the Tope Rules for planting firew.

provide that the grant shall be free of assessment for twenty years,

of which time the ordinary assessment will be charged on the la
assessment on waste land of the descr;

x , Land Revenue )

nd if retained. The

ich the land will be granted, I submit the Agent and - |
the Extract which accompamed it, for the orders of

PPosing that waste -

ood. These Rules *
8, at the expiration -

ption likely to be available, and taken up

for this purpose, would probably not exceed a few pence per Acre
' ‘ (True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON ,
Acting Secretary to Gover nment,

To the Public Works Department.
»» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. 8. T. Augustin,
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MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY.
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