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Praceedzngs of the M adras Government Revenue I)epaz tment,
19tk September 1865. ’

Read the followmg Proceedmgs of the Board of - Revenue, dated 7th
" September 1865, No. -5,631.

CRead the followmg letter from J. D. ROBINSON; Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
to' R. A. DALYELL; Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue
.dated Chlttoor, 15th Auo'ust 1865 No. 151 —

No. 398."

SR ;
” 1. With, reference to paraﬂraph 9 of the Boarc'{’s Miscellaneous Clrcular,

No. LXVI Board No. 3,239, dated 15th June last, I have the honor to enclose =

transcrlpt of some correspondence which has passed between Messrs. Parryg& Co. .
and myself, respecting the deterioration of the quallty of Indigo of late years. -
.. 2. The Tahsildar of Wallajah Talook, in which Indigo used to'be largely
.grown, was asked his opinion, and atiributes this deterroratmn to a series of bad
seasons, and to the inferior description of seed used by the native cultivators.

3. 'These causes, comlpned with unusual activity in the grain markets, have
.doubtless contnbuted to the inert and unsatisfactory condition of the Indigo trade.
I tlunk however, that a perusal of Messrs, Parry & Co.’s letter will satrsfy the
Board that the active intervention of Government is not required ; and ‘that :the

trade must be left to re-adjust 1tself under the condltxons which mﬁuence commerce

in general

o o e Excuosvze No. 1. -

From J. D ROBINSON Esq., Collector, of North Arcot, to Messrs. PARRY& CO dated
Cluttoor, 24th August 1865. (

. 1. On bemg requxred thh reference to the Extract from Gevernment Proceedmgs dated

. 12th May 1865, N o 1,005, recorded in the Board's Miscellaneous Cu'cular, dated 15th June 1865,

No. LXVI., Board No. 3,239, given in the

_ *In regard tothe slleged deterioration of the quahty of ma.rgm, to ascertaln and report the causes of the

# Indigo in late years, referred to in paragraph 36 of the -
* Board's Report, and in psragraph 25 of the Government glleged deterioration of the .quality of Indigo -

* Order, the Board requested the Collectors to ascertain and
* report to what causes it may be attributed, and tosuggest dye, it has occurred to me that you might-be
- :n’ "med“: nfnf,?m':l' f’chﬁf,’ b}pf' °h°'bl° for tbe w1llmg to favor me with the results of your |
mprovement of the quality of the article
experience in connection vnth your opera.trons
in the a,rtxcle at Arni and elsewhere in tlns sttnct f S s
' 2. I was not aware ‘that such a ‘deterioration of quality as that a.bove notxced had been
observed in the home markets, although the decreasing breadth of land under the crop has attracted
my attention for’ several years past This decrease in the area under Indigo crop I was rather
ascribing to a succession of bad seasons, “which would not only directly affect the cultivation of -
Indigo, but 1 influence it mdxrectly in gmng the preference to cereals a.nd other products supplying
food for man a.nd beast. . . - . . - ,
3. If the local  article has fallen into dxscredxt in the home markets, owmg to defectwe
mampulatxon in the samples exported, the blame, I presume, rather lies at the door of the Cud- -

. dapah traders, whose operations I am supposing are on a scale to influence the general character -

of the trade. I merely hazard these surmises in view to eliciting from your better informed sources
the crrcumstances which have latterly influenced the Indigo ma.rket \ B

(True Copy.) -
. (Slgned) J. D ROBINSON Collector

-

"
) ENcmsmm No. 2. -

| From Messrs PARRY & CO to J D. ROBINSON, Esq, Collector of North Arcot, dated .

Ma.dra,s 29th July 1865.
We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yonr letter of J uly 1865,
2 The temptatxon to adulterate Indigo when markets are buoyant, and the article isin great
dema.nd is scarcely “ever ‘withstood by na.twe manufacturers in tlus country ; but a deterioration
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:.Proceedz'ngs of t/ze‘]lladras quérnmenl, Revenue Depa

riment,
| 19(h September 1865 : |

N

of quality becomes conspicuous in the home mark
are left unsaleable in the hands of im
«disposed of. The effect of this is gen
‘ful in their manufacture,
~“quiet” and of 19'& pri‘ces.‘
the article from this count
off, and exicoufagement t
which have for the last
-withdrawn' the attention

narkets after'the tide turns, and the lower qualitica
portersor consignecs, while the good qualities have been
erally to induce the nativeson this side to be more care-
80 that good qualities of Indigo are found in larger supply in times of

ry have suffered considerable loss, 50 that the demand has much fallen
0 any i»ncreqsg in the production is wanting.

year or two attended the cultivation of grain and
of the Ryots from Indigo ; and if to these cause

seasons, it is not to be wondered at that the cultivation of Indigo is
before. ' : o

5 8. ‘We’believe there are few things the natives of your Distriot understand better than the
. manufacture of dry leaf Indigo, bu}‘, as i3 well known, it i3 not easy to get a native to go to the
trouble and ezpense of conducting the operation in the manner he knows to be the best. The

article he makes answers his expectations and his intentions, and he will not make a better till
-experience brings home to him the conviction that it is necessary to do so. Both in North and
South Arcot we have vats where dye is made of quality superior to what is generally made by

the natives, A(though at some native factories we know quite as good an article is turned out,)
‘but the example does not produce much effe

The increased profits,

on a smaller scale than

perhaps praise them, without making any improvements in their own manufacture. -
4. We do not know that any thing can be done by Government to im

" ture of Indigo here. Some years ago, in South Arcot the Collector
and distributed through the District a small pamphlet suited to th

. processes of x:lnmnuﬁmcture, and containing much information beari
1uences of imperfect or fraudulent manufacture; but it is only i
x:ealizes the ineaniﬂg of suggestions and advice of this nature, and®we bel

published in the Local Gazette,
e natives, relating the different
ng on the trade, and the conse-

Of late the home markets have not been favorable, and exporters of-

cotton, must also have’ |
s bo added unfavorable

ct ; our native neighbours look at our operations and -

prove the manufac--

B e 5

n the price that the native trader

: ieve that the active inter-.

wention of Government is not only unnecessary, but would be ineffective. 'The native works for a
profit, and when an expected profit is converted into a loss, he is generally not without a good idea
as to the causes, particularly when he has been dealing in adulterated goods, and the effect of this

_discipline is generally an improvement in the quality of the article.

“:5. We belicve the native trade in Indigo must be left to the operation of the usual causes
which influence trade in general, Lo ) ) ’
: : ' . {True Copy.) . S
L ) " (Signed) J. D. ROBINSON, Collector.

1. Submitted to G‘rovémmén_t with reference to pa.ragraph 25 of their Order,

. dated 12th May 1865, No. 1,005.

- '

2. The Board concur with the Collector and Messrs. P:irr)t & Co., in "cori-
.sidering that nothing is likely to be gained by any interference with the ordinary

‘course of the Indigo*trade. As observed by Messrs. Parry & Co., the Ry.bts ‘
themsel ves are fully aware of the evil results likely to accrue frqm any gdulteratlon -

of the article. ©~ -- - - o

OrDER THEREON, 19th September 1865, No. 2,255. .

Ordered to be recorded.
(True Extract.) .

S -(Signed) J. GROSE,

Acting Under Secretary tq' G’évernment.k ‘

Miscellaneons,

To the Boa;ra of Revenue.
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