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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th February 1865, ’ ‘

No. 77, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Levenue, dated 26th September )
1854, No. 6,207, .
Read again Board's Proceedings, deted 4ih May and 27th May 1864, Nos. 2,696 and 3,232.

Read also the following letter from the Ifonorable D. ARBUTIINOTT, Collector of Salem, to W.
HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sankaridrug, 2nd Aungust
1864, No. 138:— - . '

1. I have the honor to acknowledse the receipt of the Board's Proceedings, dated 27th May
1864, No. 8,232, communicating a leiter from tte Officiating Conservator of Forests, dated 12th
May 1864, and calling for remarks thereon, i

2, .With regard to paragraph 2 of the Conservator's letter, I have to state that I was never
consulted by the Assistant Conservator of Torests on any poi:t whatever connected with bLis
Department, nor was I aware that any orders had been issued Ly Captain Beddome to that eflect
on the contrary I had some difficulty in preventing the Assistant Conservatir from perpetrating
scme most outrageously illegal acts, such as siiz'yg and confiscating timber when being conveyed
along the high road from jungles belonging to Zemindars and others whose passes or certificates
were produced by the bandymen.

3. I beg particularly to call the Doard’s atiention to the latter part of paragraph 3, and the
first part of paragraph 5 of the Conservator’s letter. In the first place I have to observe that
charcoal ¢s used and used almost exclusively by the very poorést of thg people, viz,, by the iron
gmelters and chunam burners. The quantity of vood felled by the Railway Company would more
than suffice to keep all the furnaces in the District at work, and yet the Conservator as it were
complains in paragraph 5 of the felling for charccal burning, while in paragraph 3, he says, ‘it ig
in no way desirable to reserve the scrub” whict 1s used in enormous quantities by the Railway
Company. The Conservator gives no reason for 't not being desirable to reserve this scrub, but I
think it may be discerned from the last words of tLe paragraph. Tle fact is that in a few years there
will be no firewood left within many miles of te railway if the prasent consuraption continues. "

4, With regard to paragraph €, 1 beg to enclose copy of » letter received from my Sub-
Collector, from which it will be seen (at paragraph 5) that the Forest Conservancy Peons have
great powers of pnnoyance, and that they do int:rfere with the Ryots taking firewood, &e., for
their own use, especially when the juagle is not withia the limits of their own village.

5. In paragraph 9, the Conservator observes that I never intimated to him that the Depart.
ment was not in good working order, and that the OXcer in charge did not work under my advice
and orders. I have only to say, in reply, that I gave no advice or orders because the one was
never asked, nor had I any reason to suppoes 't s orders would be obeyed. I certainly met
the Counservator last September, but it was o ';a;scquently that most of the complaints against
the Department reached me. '

6. The mischief done by charco-l burners in jungles is greatly over-rated. They wander
over a great extent of jungle because (ry wood serves their purpcse best; green wood is useless
for months after being cut, nor does it pay them to cut down large trees for charcoal; but, what-
ever be the damage they commit, a tex cannot be locked cn as a remedy ; although it is evidently
so considered by the Forest Conservarcy, and 21z Borradaile in Lisletter to the Conservator (given
in the Board’s Proceedings) paragraph 2, expressly states, * With a view of staying indiscriminate
destruction, &c., I have now to propo:e the levying of a tax upon charcoal,” and at the end of the
same paragraph, he coolly contemplaies the tota! destruction of zll the Forests in the District.

-

7. In paragraph 2 of this letter, I mentionad the illegal scizing and selling of timber by the
Conservancy Department. 1 enclose correspondence (marked 2 and 3) from which the Board will

observe the gross injustice the peopls are liable to suller, and this is not a solitary instance, for in -

many cages the Magistracy have had to interfere.
8. The Forest Conservancy rule, which requires all wood ta be removed withio three months,

has given rise to great discontent. A man pays for 50 bandy loads of timber, Le gives the license

Fd
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Procecedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
4th February 1869,

to a gang of wood cutters who receive advance and agree to remove the wood within the prescribed
time. They fail to do so, perhaps rain or fever may have prevented, and tho unfortunate man hears
that the wood which he had paid for, has bezn seized and sold. This is a circumstance of every
day occurrence, and I believe nearly all the timber mentioned by Mr. Ifall (in his letter copy
enclosed) as having been sold in 1863, was obtained in this if not in a more unfsir way.

Excrosure No. 1,

From H. S. THOMAS, Esq., Sub-Cellector of Salem, to the ITonorable D. ARBUTHNOTT,
Collector of Salem, dat®fl Usur, 22nd March 1861, No. 5G.

1. I have the honor to enclose an original letter with enclosure (to be returned at your
convenience) from the Assistant Conservator of Forests.

2. I see no ground for concluding with Captain Borradaile that the opinion expressed by
the Officiating Conservator of Forests is also the Order of Government, I imagine that Ryots
bave a right to fell any tree in their own landawltther it be sandal-wood or not, and whether
planted by themselves or not unless they have received the land on some special written agreement

to the contrary.
3. Land served as forest should not be given on Puttah it is true, but that is quite a differeat
question,

4. In this particular case I bave ordered the sandal-wood to be returned to the landowner;
but if you agree with me, perhaps you may think well to inform the Assistant Conservator so with
a view to his regulating bis future confiscations accordingly.

5. There are many villages in which there is not a stick of any sort. These villages have,
I presume, an equal right with other villagers to go to the nearest jungle to cut certain sorts of
wood for fire-wood, ploughs, and building their own houses, but if found so cutting in a distant
jungle they are not known and their wood is confiscated. I have therefore in two or three cases
ordered them to apply to the head of their village for a certificate that they are Ryots of his village
cutting wood for a plough or a house, whichever it may be,and to go armed with that certificate.
1Iave you any objection to this course ?

6. In conclusion I may mention that wherever I go in my Division I am met by one generai
complaint from all the Ryots that the privilege conceded them by the Government of cutting
fire-wood, ploughs, and house-building wood is not conceded to them by the Conservancy Depart-
ment, but their wood invariably seized amL(coggglcqtpd. I have given the complaining Ryots
repeated endorsements explaining to them ho “heir rights extend, but they are none the less
overawed by the Conservancy Peons. s

7. Ihave embolied this last parazraph in a letter to the Assistant Conservator, and I woald
take the liberty to suggest if you think well that a copy of the Conservancy rules, together with a.
list of the trees to which for viilage purposes the villagers have a right be drawn up and printed
on a separate sheet and sent to all heads of Kares for the better information of the Ryots.

Excrosvre No. 2.

From the Ilonorable D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Sulem, to the Sub-Assistant Conservator of
Forests, dated 4th April 1864, No. 6.

I have the honor to forward a petition (to be returned) presented by Wodda Chinnabazee,
complaining that he paid to Thanapa Padayachi, Mootadar of Checkediputti, Rupees's, being
seignior.ge for five bandy loads of timber in the Mootadar’s forest, and that the five bandy loads
of timber wien taken to his village were seized by a Pygust of your Department near Cariputti
taking at the same time from the Wodden the passport grauted to him by the said Mootadar. )

A
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" Proceedings of the Madras Goternment, Revenue Department,
' 4th February 1865,

The Tahsildar of Attur repo}'ts that the value®

. BS. A. P cnatad 4 .

® 4 Karoonkaliptt ww e e e e T B 0 of the confiscated txm'ber is about 39 Rupees,

2 Nommaimarums .. .. .. ¢ e we oo T 0 0 and the same has since been sold by your
1 Achamarnm Ge eve aes  ers  ese  wee 120 0 . A

9 Coochmus v+ we ow wm we o 128 0  Department at public auction. I therefore

Totel... .. 89 0 request you will be good enough to inform me

of the circumstance that led to the timber being
confiscated and sold while it was protected by the Mootadar’s pass.

———

Excrosure No. 3.

From E. H. HALL, Ezq., Acting Sub-Assistant Conservator of Forests, Salem, to the IHonorablas
D. ARBUTIINOTT, Collector of Salem, dated 9th April 1864, No. 79.

In reply to your letter, No. 6, dated 4th April 1854, I have the honor to state that there was
a large quantity of wood sold at public auction in July 1863. Wodda Chinnabazee did not take
early measures to arrest the sale of his wood, or giv;u information to the Forest Department that
he had complained against the Pygust and Peon. The Pygust is convicted for dishonesty, and
the Peon is dismissed. I am therefore unable to give you the information required. I herewith
encloss Wodda Chinnabazee’s petition.

(True Copies.) :
(Signed) D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector.

St

1. The Board resolve to submit the above correspondence for the consideration and orders
of Government, because although the minor pointsin issue might be settled in communication
with the Acting Conservator of Forests and the Collector, still there are some important questions
of principle involved which the Board consider deserving of the serious consideration of Govern-

ment.

2. The first is to what extent shall the system of allowing the Railway Company from con.
siderations of economy in the use of coal and coke, to procure the immense quantity of fuel they
consume from*the jungles, be permitted to proceed.

3. Irrespective of other serious objections to the use of wood fuel on the Railway, which
have been recently exemplified in the burning down of an entire village, the Board share the
Collector’s apprehensions that permanent injury will result to the community from this wholesale
destruction of wood. e < <oy

.. botowe |

4. The second question is how far the prese. #m in the Forest Department really affects
the object intended, viz., the conservancy «f the invaluable stores of fuel and timber which the
jungles ought to afford. -

5. The Board have for some time remarked with serious concern that the increase of
revenue from the operations of the Department appears to be deemed the first, if not the sole object
worthy of attention, and they greatly fear that not only have restrictions been imposed on the
people beyond what is reasonable or neczssary for purposes of conservancy, but also that the
necessity of maintaining the store of wood by planting to the utmost extent, to re-place what has

been removed, has been allowed to pass almost if not altozether out of sight in most localities

No. 78. ORDER THEREON, 4th Febraary 1863, No. 215.

1. The concurrent testimoﬁy of the Collector and Sub-
Collector leave the Government no room to doubt that the
Conservancy Rules have becii worked with undue rigor, and
that notwithstanding Captain Beddome's instructions, his Assigtant, Captain Borradaile, did not

consult the Collcctcr as he should have done.

Forests, No. 6.

T
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Proceedmgs of the Madras G cvernment, Revenue Department, . ‘ . |
N 4th Ibruary 1865. |
——— & . - C e
N -No, 2,6986. .
fors 2. The G;;Vﬂ'nment request that Copta'n Beddome will take an early opportunity of con- Proceepines or THE Boarb or Revenue, dated 4th May 1864. ‘
errninge 1 Tl o M . . 3 . R
thele:i]:) irj;l;:;ai{) :;t:f the Collector on tiic wb}ecf of the District Conservancy, and remedying Read the following letter from the Collector of Salem, dated 238th April 1864, No. 73 : —
s 1. Impressed with a sense of the importance of the subject, I beg to call the Board’s
3. The G T . ) : i P P ject, 1 beg
cut it free £ Zveinm:nt dhlré-}Ct that the{ Ryuts of m?'ages destitute of firewood be permitied to j , Mtention to the following remarks on the woiking of the Forest Conservancy in this District.
Thi charge for t.e" own use {act for sale) in_adjacent jungles fixed by the Collector. ' T g I propose to confine my remarks to the following heads : -
is has been the immemorial usagé of the countr > and such prescriptive rights, while guarded - PIOP J remarks to the following heads :—
from abuse, must be scrupulously respected, The taxation of timber felled for the manufacture 1. The tax on firewood
of charcoal is perfectly legitimate. ‘ IL The tax on charcoal and its eflects.
. , 3 III.  The want of control over the subordinates of the department
4 ) epartment,
83 the u'lla‘ll;: Go{vie;r:-ment. observe that the Railway Company pay the same charge for firewood ’ 1V. The mistaken ideas under which the Conservancy is carried on.
restrictpfell' g al'lh is being the case the ouly measures which can properly be adopted are to V. The large amount of work thrown on the Revenue officers by the Conservancy
: elling w ere the supply of firewood is ranning short, and to re-plant the denuded tracts so Department.
ar as may be a\dvxsa}fle: No measures cen be t2ken as regards the Railway Company which would 3 "1 Thi first intro. i o6 exi
not be taken under similar circumstances againgt the public. o= 18 tax was first introduced in 1860, and a more uopopular one does not exist.
' Although the tax itself does not appear excessive,

6 Annas per bandy load,

5. The planting of firewood by the I'ccest Department isa jon ;
g ccest Deyp question of some dificulty, Tt i ich i
would never a . P R . X ) ‘ the unequal way in which it operates, and the
tions would olzslwe(;etc;i ttlll; szirn;rncn tlo T}d(’”‘lke ﬂ.ns obligation gener. all.y s and.thexr operaf- _ opportunity it gives of constant petty annoyance and interference is most galling to the poorer
ties the Depart mye ot o wxi):hp 3 01:1" plan 138 on tl.leu‘ own account, ) Dut 1_n Pa”fmlll’dl‘ locali- classes of the people. It has been laid down again and again by Government that the lintnemorial"
operation would bo e Y» " la f’an 2ge _-D propriety, re-plant the Jjungle as itis felled ; the y ; right of the Ryots to firewood for their own use is to be respected, but by the rules villagers cannot
muintained Ag 0 Pa;a ‘;e lf mCXPCUS‘”e. anq a store of firewood for future years be thus cut firewood except within the limits of their respective villages ; and if there be no jungle within
reonle T];e pae egegloe:asler:; :c o;ev:r, tha g;‘owm :?'] ?f mere firewood had beﬁtoe'r b.e left to the their limits they must pay the tax. But as it would not pay the Conservancy to have peons to
Government pres;me applied 11? resl,lt!:)?i,nrffﬁr :13 “. iich f;h? COIIIGCtOZ_Of Salem is silent, is, the | _collect firewood in small villages, the tax is only collected at the larger ones. Thus some Ryots
conservancy., As re(ra,l-ds laree Timber ‘:lm:i tz‘:_‘lvzm;zn.lung eSWt ich are not under.regular " pay whilst others altogether escape the tax. Buteven where the tax is imposed thure is no real
Government consid:r that ;he re-pls ntin; ‘ fAdqn‘ led ¢ v tyea;s 0 come to maturity, the conservancy, the object of the department being not to conserve wood, but to bring the largest
Forest Department as a branch of thi)irkcon: ;a*:anc; cL; 'STlCh trrii:tss : 8:1)(1;?1 113111&1; lPtakeniijly tﬂ;e ' . quantity of wood to the best market, and an example of this is at hand in the enormous quan-
‘ , V . 10 Beddome will state : . .
: - . . tity of firewood bought by the Railway Comp: in this Distri ine in 184° ry
:V}:ia,t f}:s l;;p:r.tnt]ent has done of late years in the way of restoring the Forest tracts of Salem B gyoo tons, and a large pgmon ;‘:‘ tl:sywood r}),:;yb;zn ;ff;i:;f;’;tﬁ?;ﬁimflz 613:10 early
; and other Districts, - ] J g of Salem.
7
T : The Government will be prepares o sanction 8 Writer for Forest work in the Salem #—1l. Mo the tax onfirewood haslately beex;l édded the :a.x; 2“ ;ha::coal, °P parex;tly
aluk. - small 1o amount, but effecting nevertheless

- . * One Anna per basket. . i 3 2t}

7. The exactior s of the Conservaney Peons must be effectually repressed, and all delin. ;zzzléle:able:esujts: T<11n?i tax was;. first imposed
querits fhcu]d Le cr xmpally prosecuted. With the aid of the Police and Revenue.Establish- . . strances yeSin::,:)hl; irz a,'r;ce:h:;;ik:eg::&
ments ticre cught to be no difficulty in pulting a stop to thi ik i : ! pe
exaction. g Jinp g P\ any thing like general oppression or ialtt:' ?‘na'?hke‘llzlg'ode. arginally, has risen 75 per cent., in price and

- (A tve Exton ct) . abcut 50 per cent. of the iron founders have
- ST T R nbandoned their furnaces; and so scarce hag iron become that gentlemen in Salem, who knew

ot (Signed) C. G. MASTER, ! nothing of the cause, have lately complained to e that they could not get . their horses shod
R .

because there was no iron to be had. .
\ 5.—IIL. In this District there is usually a Commissioned .<'>fﬁcer at the head of the
‘ _department with two Overseers, one at Hurroor and one at Denkencotta.  DPeons are posted
‘on every road leading from a jungle on which a bandy could travel, and others are distributed
through the jungle villages without a single control or check on their actions, except that
..afforded by their own consciences. With the Overseer twenty or thirty miles off, and the local
,head of the department still farther with almost unlimited powers of interference and annoyance
. and only 7 Rupees pay, the result is easily guessed, and until these men are under proper
" control there will be no Conservancy of forests or safety to the Ryots from exactions.
6.—IV. After what has been already stated the Board will perceive that Conservancy
. in ils proper sense does not exist at all. The department seems so imbued with the idea that
N L money is their only legitimate object, that I belicve the District would be left utterly bare
) _ to-morrow provided any one could be found able and willing to buy every tree in it,

Under_Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Reverue,
»s the Officiating Conserva‘or of For. -,

Exd, R. H. Leo.




sb:;te:;cn:?.s ho\:"ix;!; xt'c:ference to this head (the work thrown on Revenue officers) I enclose &
N obser:e :t}a]:;um.ber of vouche.rs .'.md tickets issued by the Tahsildar of Salem, The
vouhons ang e since the be?frmmug of this year the Talsildar has issued 12,638

ickets or about 114 per diem, and he has been compelldd to employ a Gumasiah

1 . . 1

S———

Excrosvre No. 1.

ABSTRACT.~St ‘ne - "
Taluk. atement showing the number of vouchers and tickets issued in the Salem

———

Forwarded to the Ofciati . .
voquested, ciating Conservator of Forests for his remarks. An early reply is

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

a | S
To Captain R. H. Beddome, Officiating Conservator of Forests ey,

with enclosure, to be refurned.
Copy to Honorable D, Arbathnott, Collector of Salem,
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No. 3,232,
ProcrEDiNG3 OF Tue Boarp or Revexue, dated 27th May 18GH.
Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests, datel Ootacsmund,
12th May 1864, No. 920 :—

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of the Board, No. 2,696
of the 4th of May 18G4, together with an enclosure herewith returned. '

2. Lieutenant Borradaile, who has been in charge of the Salem District since 27th Septem-
ber 1862, has just proceeded to England on sick certificate, so that I have not been able to refer
the Collector's letter to him for any remarksor explanation. Lieutenant Borradaile was ordered
to consult the Collector on all poin's connected with_the working of his Forests ; the taxation of
timber, &e¢. ; and the Collector has never informed me that he has not been duly consultﬂd.‘ '

8. The tax of six annas per bandy load upon firewood has, I believe, only been levied when
it has been cut for sale ; villagers are in all cases allowed to cut their own firewood free of taxa-
tion. When it is remembered that for years past all natives have been in the habit of felling
where and how they chose it is not to be expected that the tax is ought but unpopular; the rate
however cannot be called excessive. In Bengal the rate has been fixed Ly Doctors Biandis and
Cleghorn (Rule XVII of their Draft Rules for the Central Provinces) at 1 Rupce per cait load on
Jungle roads, and Rupee 1-8-0 on pukha reads, and these rates it is stated are to be doubled
afier the Ist January 1865. 1 am aware that the Ralway Company has been cutting a very
large amount of fuel in this District for their Locomotives; the Assistant Conservator however
received strict instructions to regulate its felling, and he informed me that it all took place near
Ahtoor where there is a great extent of scrub jungle, which it is in no way desirable to reserve.
The Railway Company in all cases pay the usual tax, '

4. - Licutenant Borradaile received strict instructions ta regulate the felling by license in his
district, so that no portions of the forests should be overworked ; he has also be.n instructed t>
prevent all felling of saplings, and when practicab’e even to mark the irees which were to be felled.
As far as T know he gave his attention to these points; his health however was not good, and he
was not sble to travel over his district as much as I wished lim to do. It is therefore probahle
that he did not exercise as much supervision as the district required. '

5. Charcoal is not used by the poorer classes ; and considering the quantity of felling that
takes place under this head, a tax of one anna per basket is certainly small. No tax was levied
on this article in the Salem Rules ; and the only instructions that I gave to Licutenant Borradaile
were that charcoal burners should only be allowed to fell in tracts pointed out by the Torest

Department, and that no reserved trees should be felled. Great complaints were subsequently
made of the destruction committed by charcoal burners; and I informed the Assistani Conservator
that cither some tax upon the article, or the renting of certain tracts of jungle for this specific
purpose, was kighly desirable. I forward herewith a copy of Lieutenant Borradaile’s letter upon
the subject and of my answer thereto ; the Board will perceive that the Assistaut Conservator was
ordered to consult with the Collector on the subject, and I do not understand how the tax can
have been put iuto force without the Collector’s sanction. All officers in charge of Districts
have been informed that no rules or taxes can be put into force without the knowledge and
sanction of the Ccullector.

6. The Torest peous are staticned at Taunah stations, or on the reads leading fiom the
forests; their duties are to check the licenses, to prevent smuggling and illicit felling ; and to
see that reserved timber is not removed when only unresetved has been paid for. They have
also to patrol the forests. 'The manner in which these dutics are performed must of course
chiefly depend upon the amount of supervision exercised by the officer in charge of the District,
and by the Overseers and Duffadars. No meney whatever passes through the hands (:f any
of the peons or other ferest subordinates ; all seizniorage monies are paid into the hands ¢f the

Revenue authorities,



7. A Forest Gumastah might be employed in the Salem Taluk to relieve the Revenue
Officers from the extra work complained of by the Collector in paragraph 7 of Lis letter.

8. To introduce true Conservancy, the Forest Department must Lave the entire working
of the Forests of a District. The Department is now working the Forests of the Dcnkinacottalax
Taluk in this District, and in my letter to Government, No. (S1 of the 19th of September 1863
recorded in Government Order, No. 1,711 of the 15th September, I stated that at some fulurf;
date we might be able to work the rest of this District, viz., the Salem Forests, (includine
Hurroor and Cotaputty Jungles) South Arcot, and the Javadie Hills, The forests in thesz
tracts are however scattered and straggling, and unless we could rent all the forest land held

by Mootalidars I am afraid the working system would not pay.

9. In counclusion T beg to observe that the Collector of Salem has never intimated to me

that the department in his district was not in good working order, or that the officer jn charge

d‘xd nof; wot.k under his advice and orders; nor has he ever suggested any Improvements or
a temtfons in the de[:nrtment. I inspected the Salem establishment last September, and at the
o . . .

js‘ametnm‘;&sm; thé Collector and consulted with Lim on several points connected with the

orests.  As the Board are aware th iohtee 3 istri

aney Departimnt. ooy o7 AVl ere are now eighteen forfzats or Districts under the Consery-

oy a great importance that each District officer should be in a measure
er the supervision of the Collector, and that the Department should reecive every assistance

fiom the Revenue authorities. )

Encroscrr No. 1.

Frf)gl Ll?utenant BorrADAILE, Assistant Couservator of Forests, Salem and South Arcot; to
F . . 3 . y R !
aptain R. H. Bepboae, Ofliciating Conservator of Forests, dated 1st July 1863, No. 158

o ts. C{ln your letter, No, ?H-, dated 18th 0.clober 1862, you directed me to point out localities
61:(' a'm()al' {mrners of Salem to make their Charcoal and to publish the same in the Gazette .
::rr:ztx:'g mgum;? I found that my predecessor notified to the chiarcoal burners that two Peons
‘ a 1oue. at his office for the sole duty of proceeding with them to point out localiti

where they migcht prepare Charcoal ; for a time this acted smoothly, but lately not a b o lbws
come to thfe office ; the reason is simple, the Peons attend to their in’structious.to oint umelr .
htles' only in the low jungle at the foot of the hills; but the wood or bamboo tlpt th boreas
‘rei(:}l:“;i cann(?t be f;ouhndl;'n great abundance in these places and therefore‘ the bur]ntrs gis:::::iir:
v ¢ services of the Peons scatter themselves over the slopes of the Shevaroys and ills.
round them ; the two Peons cannot traverse the many mile ( f"’)s e ooher bill
sufficiently to prevent the preparation of the Charc)c,)arlr,“I;Zéhfs}?a\ze(zglie;(f:(:te:oth;;?lse:;? c(:):r
, -

plaints of people using the Salem and Yercaud Ghaut, contenteq myself with posting 3 P t
§ g con at.

the foot of the Ghaut to put a stop to the cutting of firewood and bamboo in the ravine up th
e

. Wi . . . C e
Vith the view of partially staying the indiscrimingte destruction of the Jungles by th
stes by the

Charcoal burners, and ofincreasing the Forest recei ts, I

:Pon.a].l Charcoal brought into Salem or into any Ia}:ge,r t(i:;e; 1:}(;:: :lc:exgl?:::; ;1: levymg 2 tax

mz:;:;;'i‘;’:dwt(;g?imy 0"”}“‘81“35; W.hilst as poor a class the basket-makersd aumerts should
. g up of which is their sole means of livelihood §s I PAy & tax upon

when the favoring of one class at the expense of the others was a “Mml[re ic of a former period,

can I think be urged in favor of cont
ntnuing a monopoly of exemption . i
oy of ] 8¢ ‘ conun Ption from taxation 1o one as
y arge city. The basket-makers P2y atax of eix pice for eagl liead load of lr;Je Llidss
amboo

burner ‘.vhose liead load sells, if bamboo Charcoal, for, from two to thre i

four to six annas, pays not a casl, for his material though he may use a Rup:etj:?:s’ L]}f o oot

:;lzofa;ooll)lroiu'ce}e th.e (iharcoal, one half of a d1y’s labor suffices, from four to Si:;u;‘;g::(;}e}:"m;”t
wihich would be two to three annas, are required for each heag load of Clarcogl z;l"n;e::
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is great waste in the manufacture owing to the careless way in which the burners operate ; much less
than is now used would suffice ; but this cire we caunot expect until the preparation of Charcoal
becomes the sole business of men with means to pursue it regularly ; and this will not be until the
jungles are nearly eradicated and every bamboo and piece of wond is of value.

3. Itis computed thata daily average of four hundred baskets of Charcoal are brought

into the town of Salem alone. )

4. Charcoal is taxed in the Coimbatore and South Arcot Districts; and I strongly urge the
advisability of levying a tax of one anna par basket on Charcoal made in the Salem District.

Excrostre No. 2,
From Captain R. II. BEppoME, Officiating Conservator of Forests; to Lieutenant E. G.
BORRADAILE, Assistant Conservator of Salem Forests, dated Ootacamund, 4th July 1863,

No. 583.
I have the honor to request, in answer to your letter No. 158 of the 1st instant, that you

-

Py
Y
¢

«  will arrange with the Collector of your District for the fixing of a tax upon Charcoal. I think

;fhe sawe highly desirable; but the Collector will be best able to say whether Charcoal burning
. should be made ‘a contract, and Le sold annually or half-yearly by auction or tenders, as it is
“at some stations; or whether a tax should be levied on each load ; and in the latter case the

¢ ‘amount of the tax.

J . .
i [

. . {True Copies.)
N © s (Signed) R. JI. BEDDOME, Captain,
s Officiating Conservator of Forests.

1. Communi;;ated to the Collector of Salem with reference to his letter, dated 2Sth April
1864, No.73. 'L - :
2. The Board await his further remarks,
(True Copies and Extracr.) )
’ " (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary.

To Honorable . Arbuthnott, Collector of Salem.
Copy to Captain R. II. Beddome, Officiating Conservator of Forests.

Exd. R. H. Lee,

\f‘\
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The Tahsildar of Attur reports that the value*

RS. A. P . : Log. ?
* 4 Karconkalipar ... o Y875 ot the confiscated timber is about 39 Rupees, et
2 N i 1 ‘ou
1 Adhamaram . DL 0 mw 3 g g and the same has since been sold by your
< 9Coochmus . we wi we s . o 12 8 0 Department at public auction. I therefore

Total... .. 39 0 o Tequest you will be good ennugh to inform me’

of the circumstance that led to the timber being
confiscated and sold while it was protected by the Mootadar’s pass.

Excrosure No. 3. -
Trom E. II. ITALL, Esq., Acting Sub-Assistant Conservator of Forests, Salem, to the Honcrable
D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Salem, dated 9th April 1864, No. 79.

In reply to your letter, No. 6, dated 4th April 1864, I have the honor to state that there was
a large quantity of wood sold at public auction in July 1863. Wodda Chinnabazee did not take
early measures to arrest the sale of his wood, or given iuformation to the Forest Department thag
he had con:plained against the Pyzust and Peon. : The Pygust is convicted :for dishonesty, and

the Peon is dismissed. I am therefore unable tokgw(you the information required. I herewith
enclose Wodda Chinnabazee’s petition. J.; - 4 ‘

o (True Copjes.). .

-7 ' yigﬁed) D. ARBUTHXNOTT,

. - o Collector.

1. The Board reselve to submit the above cc;rrespon'dence for the consideration and orders
of Government, because although the minor pdinté in isque might be settled in communication
with the A?:tjng Conservator of Forests and the Collector, still there are some important
questions Qf principle involved which the Board consider deserving of the serious consideration of

7’

Government, . -

2. The first is to what extent shall the system of allowing the Railway Company from -
considerationg of economy in the use of coal and coke, to procure the immense quantity of fuel
they consume from the jungles, be permitted to proceed.

3. Irrespective of other serious objections to the use of wood fuel on the Railway, which
have been recently exemplified in the burning down of an entire village, the Board share the

Collector’s apprehensions that permanent injury will result to the community from this wholesale
destruction of wood. ’

4. The second question is how far the present system in the Forest Department really affects

the object intended, viz., the conservancy of the invaluable stores of fuel and timber which the
jungles ought to afford.

5. The Board have for some time remarked with serious concern that the increase of

revenue from the operations of the Department appears to be deemed the first, if not the sole object
worthy of attention, and they greatly fear that not only bave restrictions been imposed cn the
people beyond what Is rgasonable or necessary for purposes of conservancy, but also that the
necessity of maintaining the store of wood by planting to the utmost extent, to re-place what has

been removed, has heen allowed to pass almost if not altogether out of sight in most Jocalities.

(True Copies and Extract.)

Secretary.

To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D.,
with copy of Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th and JAith May 1864,
: Nos. 2,696 and 3,232, and a Statement,
Copy to Captain R. IL Beddome, Oiciating Conservator of Forests.
to Honoratle D. Arbuthnott, Collector f Salem,

”

£xd. J. Wright.
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