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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reoenue Depariment,
8th September 1865.

[

No. 178. Resad the followingl letter from R. A. DALYELL, Esq., Acting Sec-
. retary to the Board of Revenue, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting
« Secretary to Government, Revenue Dopartment, dated Madras, 15th June

1865, No. 3,233 :— '
1. With referenceto the Order of Government, dated 5th April 1865, No. 741,

) I am directed to submit for consideration the annexed Draft of a bill for the imposi-

ess in the form of & rent charge upon all the cultivated lands of the
country, whether held on ‘Ryotwary tenure, or on Zemindary, or other favorable

_ tenure. -

2. Tt will be observed, that the rent value of lands held on Ryotwary tenure

‘ has been taken to be the asscssment and water-rate payable to Government on such

lands, and that in the case of Zemindary, or other favorable tenures, means have
boen provided for ascertaining the rent value liable to cess, as directed in paragraph

13 of the Order.

3. Provision has also been made for tl;o collection of tho ces; by Zemindares,

and other land-holders, as the Board saw considerable difficulty in collecting it from

ants in sny other mode; and in cases of dispute as to the amount of asscss-
Board of Revenue has been provided, whose decision is to be
f the Civil Courts being barred in all questions of the asscss-

their ten
mont an appeal to the

ment of the rate of cess payablo. . .
4. Insubmittiog this Draft for the consideration of Government, the Board

d take the opportunity of making the following remarks.
5. In the Ordor edverted to above, the Government pointed out that, in
round numbers about one crore of Rupees was wanted for the construction of the
required in this Presidency, and another crore for the construction
oads, and that an annual maintcnance allowance of about
uired to keep the latter roads in repair. They went on
Funds would never be likcly to be able to bear such s
thaet needed for the construction and repair of District roads, and
ie;lzn%:t?nasmuch as tho occupsaats of lan.ds held on Zcmindary, or favorable
tenures, bencfit by the District roads cqunlly; with other.s, it was only fair that they
should bear s portion of the burden of their construction and maintenance. In
directed the preparation of the Draft Bill now sub-
mitted, being of opinion apparently®
that it would provide for the collection of
. , s light cess equally distributed on all.

6. It seems to the Board, however, that one objectionable feature of this Bill
is, that it does not reach s very large section of the community whose interests are
benefited in & vory considerable degree by any improvement in the means of moving

roduce from place to place. The wholo burden of the taxation imposed by the
the agricultural class, and it is well known that, speaking
inland trade of the country is not in the hands of that body. The
d the village soucar and shroff will escape taxation, though in most
Districts they will reap a very considerable portion of the benefit from the improve-
mont of the locsal communications. Th.e value of produc.e. will be increased ; but
the Board apprebend that only a portion of that increase will reach the grower.
At any rate, for some years to come, the per-centage of the increased value, which

® Paragraph 15 of the Order.
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. ‘ ’ WnaEnzas it is aecossary for the better con-
. : ) . . ' struction, repair, and maintenance of District

o . ' roads, thet & portion of the charges connected
, : with the repair, cqnmnclion, and maintenance
’ -l of suoh roads, should fall exclusively apon the
residents of the Distiict in which such roads may o , ’
be situated, it is hercby enacted as follows :—.;/"',: ¥ . \' ‘ :

I. Prom snd after the passing of 1his Act, * ° Bl et lé X

all occupied land i the Presidency of Madras is ° ; ‘ i
declared to be liab'e to the payment of & District

\
. : l
S T Koad Cess at a rate not excerding 6 pice in every VAN d E
™ ..B't cop Rupee of the snnusl reat value of such land. > ¢ ' ‘ -

( II. This cess ehall be payable by all Ryot- ..L-“""'
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= 11 of 18G4, and the asscasment including ary l

water rate paysble by thewm to Government sball
be taken to be the annual rent value of their

4 potl, . /' vy 4 : lands upon which the Road Cess shall be calca-
’ o AR S '_ lated \

o . -. . NIy ',C‘ ' {\.A I1]. Inca of lsnds held on any teuure y

. 4 ) ' C e ‘,"‘n ) a = r\-*-'_" y other than Ryotwary, the Cess shall be puyable -
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S - ;ng S ction, the rent payable by a tenant to a

- ghall be tsken to be the rent value of such lands :

}& Co e mibete rw o

¢ 5 IV. For the purposes of the last preced.

Lsndbolder shall be taken to be the rent value
of lands occupied by s tenant, and the Survey
Amcesmeat on lands occupied by a Landholder

provided that where no Susvey Assessment may
have been fixed on such lands the Government 7\
Asscssment on lands of similar quality in the :
neighbourhood shall be taken to be their reat -
value, .

V. When revenue or rent is paid in kind, ‘
the Distriet Road Cess shall be calculated on *: . (s
the mstket value for the time being of the pro- D
duce so Gxed im kind, and shall be leviable ac- .o i
cordingly. T i

VI. AEvery holdir of land on any tenure s
other thanRyotwary is hereby required to prepare -
once in every five yesrs 8 list of his lands, 4‘
whether occupied by tenants or by himself, , {
giring in the one case the amount of rent payable "'
t0 him, and in the other the annual rent value of :
the lands. -

VII. Ifsach Landholder shall fail to sup-
ply the list referred to in tbe last preceding
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made as they may deem necessary, and shall then |
procerd to pass orders in the case, and the order
L so passed siall be final, and it shall uot be com-
Ty v reen e Ve petes.t 10 any Civil Court to entertain any suit
N | regarding the assessment of District Road Cess, {

. ) ., XI[I[. After the sssessment of the Rosd )
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e the Road Coss from their tenants ss may be pre-
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. XV. The proceeds of the Road Cess shall
be exclusively spplied to the maintenance and
construction of cummunications in the District
in which the Cess is levied, under such rules as
the Governor in Council msy from time to time

\\
*
<
maad ]

7 -
/”// ) preacribe. .
i XVL [Itshall be lawful for the Governor

WA - in Council by proolamation in the * Fort Saint

George Gazette” to declare the provisions of this
Act spplicable to any District or to sny part of

KT

"

v ‘o . » District situated within the Presideacy of
s S‘\”dt '\/""v b ° ’ |> Madras, and the Act shall come into force e
| ",J/Y. : i " the date of such proclsmation.
: . XVII. This Act may be shortly cited as f
‘ - : < the Madras Road Cess Act of 1865. }
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From the Acting Secrelary to the 'Boud .of

" Revegue, & :
. " To the Acling Secretary to Government, R. .
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Submitting for consideration Draft of & Bill {
" for the imposition of & road cess in the form |
of & rent charge upen all cutivated lands, and i
recommending the introduction of alight In-
. come tax throngliout the cauntry for the pur- !
! . poee of ruising additional funds for local pur-
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