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. » Rroceeding§ of the J_IIadmsiGove‘rnme'nt, Revenue Department,
o : - 29th August 1865. ' '

¥ ».
> No. 492. ~ Read the following letter from P. GRANT, Esq‘., Collector of
C ‘Coimba@oi'e, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue
. ' Department, Fort' Saint George, dated Coimbatore, 27th February 1865
N L: NO.'26A:—‘ A‘ | oL ,' . . - ‘ - ) i .’7
S S, h )

: - .1, I have received vProceeding's' of Government and their Order thereon,

R dated Q?Qh_July, 1864, No. 1,344, forwarding a map of the Neilgherries, ami

 directing me to mark thereon the Sholahs, which should be reserved with special
- rcasons for the reservation. n L : -

| 2.  The forest on the Coonoor Ghit is to be }“ese‘rved under orders of the late

- Honorable the Court of Directors, dated 5th August 1857, No. 51. .

3. The Sholahs within the Ootacamund, Coonoor, and “Kotagherry Stations,

s as laid down in the Government Orders

20th March 1860, No. 425, - noted in the margin, should also be

. .- 21st November 1863, No. 2,093. L

. gherry sﬁtati’bn theré remain but two Sholah s, the Longwood with an adjoining strip
e of wood, and a small Sholah near Dunhi;ttjr Bungalow. ‘ S

- . 4.. At Coonoor, within the limits of the station above the ghat, there is
T ¢ rving the name of Sholah left.” Within the Ootacamund

» _scarcely a wood deser e 1. ’
7. station a few Sholshs remain; but it will require no small amount of vigilance

“the demand for firewood is-becoming very pressing. On no

F

to preserve them,

account should any of the
_much to its beauty; and this point is one of no small importance to those who pay
. ;- short:visits to the Hills, _whether for recreation or thessake of health. At present
" there is & mania on the s :
“ those Who pay ﬂﬁng visits to the Hills,” seexlxi‘ to think that all that has to be done
to realize a fortune, is to cut down a Sl}olah, a century old perhaps, burn it up, pit
( the ground and put in Chinchona plants, which are not generally more than half an
. - . inchinheight. By the time this 13 done, the experimentalist has to descend to the
-~ low country, and await the fruits of his labors. Thg' greater the difficulties such
men experience- in procuring wooded lands, ‘the‘ better for themselves, and" the
stations for which they do not care one iota, so long as their wishes are gratified.

The following remarks apply to that portion of the Hills consisting of the station
% of Ootacamund, and the country embr
"¢ Kotagherry, as far as the Bhowany
reference 2 red dotted line is run

o are marked thus ®. They are— . . S o |
e o a Munjacombay, and b. Kartairy lSlzoZaIz.—-Between Coonoor and Deva Sholah,

S -these Sholahs alone remain ; they should be reserved for the supply of wood for
o o agricultural and house-building purposes, for the numerous Burgher villages in that

. part of the hills. . SR ' |
¢. Nidi Mund—This is a small Sholah on top of a hill with a large mund in it.
: trees in it should be cut. S

i 1t belongs to the Todas, and no : R
- d. The Hoolicul Wood‘s,wwhicrh surmount the top of the Hoolicul Droog

ns opposite to Coonoor.
for their retention; they

” mountal
“reasons

-

v
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' reserved. Within the limits of the Kota_

Sholahs within this station be allowed to be cut ; they add .‘

ubject of Tea and Chinchona cultivation, and many of |

embraced by the old Melur road, and the road
river on the south. For convenience of :
pa.rallel to the boundaries. The reserved Sholahs .

It seems unnecessary to enter into ary speeial
attract the clouds and absorb from them that’
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* . mnational disgrace.

" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven

: ue Depariment, .
- 29th August 1865. : '

.

-

A,

country bel<;w, and would -otherwise'
e Bay of Bengal. "

" moisture which, to a certain extent, fertilizes the
be carried away to unknown regions beyond th

| e. The Sholahs between Lamb’s Rock and Lady Canning’s seat. ‘;I‘his i;:x one
of the most beautiful spots near Coonoor.

’ r. Invalids and others visit them, and
rejoice in their varied and luxuriant beauty. To cut them down would be a

' f- The Sholahs near Coonoor from which the
the Wellington Barracks with fuel.  With these ex
be held at the disposal of the public ; but of course

skirt the hill side strcams to a distance of 60
excepted. S

Conservator of Forests supplies
ceptions the other Sholahs may
the narrow belts of wood which-
feet on each side of them, are

5.. The localities marked thus O on the map are already in the hands of
Europeans, and aggregate 6,200 Acres of the best land. Within the section of the

_ Hills, about which I am now reporting, I doubt if any available land £it for Coffee
cultivation remains. - Coarse grass land, interspersed with rock and shrubs, may
be had ; but whether 1t is suited for the cultivation of Chinchona and Tea remains
to be proved. It will be expensive to work, and blocks of any size will be few, as
the Burgher cultivation runs through the country in every direction. A very'

erroncous impression. I believe is currént as to the extent of land available for-
Coffee, Chinchona, and Tea cultivation.

"« Coffee has teen absorbed. The Burghers and the Todag occu
‘Acres of the best land, and 4here is in the hands of Euro
about 6,300 Acres. . Appended is a list of the Coffee, &e., Properties held chiefly,
by Furopeans in the country adjacent to and -westward of the Coonoor station.”
Parties have - complained of the difficulty experienced in obtaining lands. Thig
difficulty has arisen chiefly, first, from the very small amount of good land available ;
-~ second, from the fact that when people go to look for land, they naturally ride along
the bridle-paths, which are pretty sure to lead to some Picturesque Sholah the '
existence of which probably suggested the idea, in the first instance, of cuttin,g the

path for the convenience of visitors and invalids. This spot then, the searcher’
for land, makes up his mind to have, and when told i

it i3 reserved on account of its beauty,
disappointed; third, Burghers often claim lands which are not theirs; but on the:
other hand people sometimes apply for lands, the property of the Burghers, These.
lands are generally uncultivated, kept for grazing Purposes, and at times it ig

most difficult to persuade the applicants that the Burghers havye any right in the |
- lands, and in the establishing of this fact causes disappointment, - ot

Py some 45,000.

6. Thus, without there being any really legitimate ecays
‘disappointment arises. With regard to the portion of the hills bey
Mr. Hannyngton is now there, and will report shortly on the ay
that part of the country. Having taken considerable tr

6 of complaint,
ond Kotagherry,
ailable Sholah in
ouble in inspecting the
to send in this report

part of the hills, about which I now write, I deem it advisable
without waiting until the whole of them can be reported on,

As remarked already, the land suited for.

Peans and Native planters

n n }'effly to his application that . .
or 1its proximity to the station, he ig- .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue ._Départment,‘
., 29th August 1865.

No. 493. © OxoEe THEREON, 20th August 1865, No. 2,021,

1. Ordered to He over, with reference to Proceed-
ings dated 1st August 1865, No. 1,777.

2. 'The subject will be disposed of on receipf from the Collector of the larger
map duly marked off. -

, Land Revennue.

(True Extract.) -~ -
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, o
~ Acting Secretary to Government.

- A -

To the Colleétor of Coimbatore.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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