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Proceedings of the M. q;lm's"Gobernme_nt, Revenue Department,
: © 24th August 1865. ’

P " o ’ C
No. 405. . . Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th .
D | July 1865, No. 3,910. e C
" Read the following letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to
' R.'A. DALYELL, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
" dated Ootacamund, 8th May 1865, No. 73:— SRR

- S, PN o
** You are aware that the Sholas on these hills have of late years been extensively
" cut down, especially in the vicinity of the large stations. It, therefore, becomes
a matter of importance, that encouragement should be held out to induce people
"to form - plantations. . Without discussing the question whether trees tend to
" maintain the -flow of water from springs, there can be no doubt, that they assist
" to maintain the moisture of the underground, and to keep the rain that falls from |
flowing off the face of the country as quickly as it would do if there were no trees. ~ :
High -floods in the rivers are thus prevented, and the freshes, which would
otherwise subside in a comparatively short time, are maintained for a lengthened
~ period, a point of no small importance with reference t_d the irrigatioﬁ in the low
¢ country.” It isa notorious fact that in some’ of 'ghe countrie;s of Scotland,'since
the improvement and drainage of extensive moors, floods are more frequent, but
“of less duration than they were formerly. The felling of the forests on the hill
ranges tends to a considerable extent to drain them, and the results in this part of
the world are sure to correspond with what has taken p]ace elsewherei In view,
therefore, to check the evil to some extent, I beg to propose that the Collector be
authorized to remit the: assessment, on lands planted with trees for seven years,
as it is supposed that the plantations will at the end of that period begin to yield
some return. The remission should only be allowed after the land has been
regularly planted out and fenced in, or otherwise sufficiently protected. * If in the
interim the plantation is neglected, the assessment should be re-imposed. The
remission of assessment”should not, I think, be extended to plantations under
5 Acres in extent. : ‘Another question which I beg to place before the Board for
their favorable -consideration, is the granting on Puttah to natives small lots of b
land, say 2 Acres each, for the purpose of growing potatoes. ~ If this is permitted, =
I think that many- natives would ‘settle oa the hills, and thus form a resident BN T
laboring population, - the ‘'want of which is at present much felt and complained of
on all sides. - At present if a native wishes to acquire a small piece of land he can
only do so under the waste land rules, and this he will not take the trouble to do;
the idea of having to pay the cost of survey and demarcation is sufficient to deter
himfrorg‘applyi}lv. geowno RN R -
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N Resolved that.the fgrégoing letter be submitted for the consideration and
orders of His Excellency the Governor in Council. .

2. In theif_Qrder‘noged in the margin, the Government were pleased to rule |
) I o . ... thatin future all lands on the Neilgherr \
o ]sf Ju]y 1864' Nf)' 1’132 ..+ Hills should be ‘disposed of ulid:r:th); T
Rules for the sale of waste Iand published under Orders of Government, and dated ‘

6th March 1863, No, 4784 only, but the Board do not understand that it was the

. intention of Government by this Order to render the tope rules inapplicable to the
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Recenue Departments
: ‘ 24th August 1865. |

____...——-—"‘"" ' ;

Ne'{lg.herry Hills. The Orders of Government on this point will, however, DOW be -
solicited. It seems to the Board that the assessment payable for land obtaincd‘ ~

“under the rules might well be remitted for a certain period when it is devoted 10

plantations, as is the case, under the tope rules, in all other Districts.
3. The Board are unable to support Mr, Grant's further Proposition that

* small patches of land should be given to Natives on special terms, in order to

induce them tfo settle on the Hills. The rules referred to in the pfcceding
paragraph are sufficiently liberal, and it is competent to any one to p\ll'd“lse

- small portions of land unde_r their provision, should they desire to do so.

No. 406. ~ Oroer THEREON, 24th August 1863, No. 1,976 ;
| Land Revenue.\ 1. The Government authorize the Board to 8PP g_ )
the Tope Rules to the Neilgherries to the estent 1{1‘ o
poseld 1:1)’ the Collector, viz., that the assessment Sh;ll
. OT Bev on land taken up and actually devoted to firewoc
timber planting in blocks not less than five Acres in cxtczxt, on the condition that

‘;he rsmission sh.all 1.10t begin to operate until the ground has been plantcd alld_" :
ence2 ) grlecl that it will be withdrawn if the plantation is not properly mainmin'c;l}. A

- 2. It must, however, be it i ired by b
Forest Departmént, or by’r & condition that the land is not required

. - : any oth i r Cin(;hon_a;
planting under the waste land rtﬁes. N aPphc;axft for Coffee, Tea © :

remitted for seven years o

P .

3 T.I%eCoyllector wil‘l submit copy of the Notification he proposcs to issue- ‘
o | . (True Extract) - ’
. (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, "

K Acting Secretary to Gov

P

e,—_nmt'" : .

To the Board of nevenue.
» the Collector of Coimbatore.
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7 pead the following letber from P- GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to.R: A. DAL
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No. 3,910. , :

Plbéiibmdc oF THE BoAnn or REVENUE, dated 11th July 1865. = ¢
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, i(ciu; are aware that the Sholas on these hills have of late years been extensive.ly cut
y in the vicinity of the large stgtioqs.  It, therefore, becoxqes a mafter of impor-
tance, that encoﬁragement should be held out to induce people to form plantati?ns. Without |
. ther trees tend to maintain the flow of water from springs, there can

ist to maiotaia the moisture of tha underground, and to keep the rain

«

i Hiéhfﬁoods in the rivers are thus prevenleg, *d the freshes, which would otherwise s.ubside in a
“. comparatively short time, are maintaf'.ne "wr‘f&flen gther‘xfed period, a point of no sx.nall importance
. +ith reference to the irrigation in tha lowsgountry. - It isa notoriou§ fact that in some of the
. “countries of Scotland, since the improveme thimd drainage of extensive moors, floods are mo.re
frequent, but of less duration than they iyece formerly. - The felling ?f t.he. forests on the hill
ranges tends to a considerable extent to dfain-them, and the .result.s in- this part of the world

. are sure to correspond with what has taken place elsewhere. In view, therefore, to check the |

evil to some extent, I beg to propose that the Collector be authorized to remit the asg2ssment, on 1

e
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" the plantatior{ is neglected, the assessment shou!d ba re-imposed. The remission of assessm?nt, b
should not, I think, be extended to plantitions under 5 Acres in extent. Anotlfer question o
which I beg to place before the Board for their’ favorable consideration, is the granting 03 [Tuf:- ‘ o
" tah to natives small lots of land, say 2 Acres each, for the purpose of growing potatoes, i thl? e o
B tmmer ot gl many natives would settle 01 the hills, and thus form a resident laboring - »
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- population; the want of which is at present much felt gpd complained of onall sides. 1At dprgsTnt ‘ -
" 4f a native wishes o acquire a small piece of land he can only do so ul}(_l_er the wg.gte and ru es(; ‘ B -
" 1' *“\and this he will not take the troubla to do; the idea o£ ha}vmg to pay the cost of survey and- . L
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