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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depar.tment, -
17¢h August 1865, o

No. 279.  Read the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating
Conservator of Forests, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to
Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp
Ootacamund, 18th July 1865, No. 1,349 :— ' :

Six, ' - '

1. Adverting to the Government Orders No. 956 of the 9th of May, and
- + Taclosare No. 1 - No. 1,323 of the 15th of June last, I
t Do No. 2. ’have the honor to forward Mr. Spring’s
defence,* ‘together with a copy?t of his

explanation forwarded to Dr. Cleghorn.
9. With regard to Mr. Spring’s statement that Teak is given on license in

Cuddapah, Salem,’ and Madura, I may here inform you that, with the exception of

the Cumbum valley forests in Madura, which are reserved and worked by the

Department, there is no Teak worth reserving in any of those Districts, as it isall

stunted and of small growth ; whereas in the belt of forest comprising the Bolum-

putty, Sholaykurray and Chenat Nair forests of the Coimbatore and Malabar

Districts, the growth of Teak is very fine, but its felling has been stopped since

conservancy came into force, as all the ripe trees were fclled out some years ago.

The Chenat Nair forest is leased to the Railway with a distinct clause that no Teak

is to be felled, and Teak was purposcly omitted in the seigniorage lists of Coim-

batore. Mr. Spring was well aware of these facts; he, however, allows Teak to be
felled, and fixes the price himself, and never even reporté that he has done so. The
order given to Rungiah G ownden and Boriah Gownden in June to cut Vengay and

Black-wood for the J ail, appears to have been a written order, ’and not a verbal one,

as before stated by me in my letter No. 1,266, of the 28th of April last; it was,

however, afterwards altered verbally into permission to cut Teak also. On the 1st of

July, Mr. Spring informed me verbally that he intended felling some Vengay in the

Sholaykurray and Bolumputty forests for the Coimbatore Jail, and I told him that it

would be a good plan. - No mention was made of Teak or Black-wood, and no report

was cver made to me concerning the contract. Boriah Gownden and Rungiah

Gownden were allowed to enter the Sholaykurray forests in June, and appear to

have had the whole run of the forests undisturbed until November, when the Reve-

nue authorities put a stop to their proceedings. These contractors had then just
effected the sale of some valuable timber s but this was attached and marked, and
consequently was not removed. On account of this sale one “of them (the other is
dead) was fined 1,000 Rupecs, and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. It is
impossible to say what timber may or may not have been felled and sold out of those
forests between J une and November, as no supervision was exercised by Mr. Spring.
No felling at all should have been allowed without the supervision of Mr. Spring or
of Lis Oversecr. Mr. Spring pleads sickness, but he had an Overscer attached to his
establishment, and it was the healthy season.
3. With regard to your official docket No. 1,450 of 1865, dated the 26th of
June (hercwith returncd), in which Mr. Spring ccmplains that he was required to do
. duty after his pay was stopped, I here-
1 Enclosure No. 3. with forward copy of a lettert from
' Major Michael to the Conservator of For-
ests, by which you will perccive that that Officer refused to take the responsibility of
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .

17th August 1863.

Mr. Spring’s outstandings and stock of tfmber; Major Michael was -taken ill almost

immediately after assuming charge, and he was unable to visit the timber depdts,
and he informed me that most of the cart contractors

advances, were not at work, and that Mr. Spring h

i : : ad not adopted proper measures
for handing over these outstandings; it was wpon this that T ordered M. Spring

to remain in the District, as reported in paragraph 9 of my letter to Government,

No. 1,266 of the 28th of April 1865, and to haund over both the timher and out-
standings to Licutenant Bennet who was expected. I

: also recommended him to
collect all the cartmen, so that no delay should oceur in handinge over, and inform-
ed him.that if he did so, I shoyld recommend that he sho?ﬂd bc’z allowed to
dr.aw his pay from the date of Major Michael’s departure till the arrival of
Lleut-enzmt Bennet.  Mr, Spring has not acted up to these orders, and, instead of
han(h.ng over [')roperly to Lieutenant Bennet, he has procecded t«,) Ma:lras; he 13
sgﬁ'e:mg,tlcb?hive, from dy.sentery; but hie has not forwarded a certificate from the
L eorce o; :ntio(znzhztoirfe,l\ ;hatslt was neccss':xry for him to proceed to Madras. "Iy
cartr;mn would have bccfl. atpngi ]:1?31 s coneber attention to his o~ e
appears, however, to have absented hi
ed in at Coimbatore, some 40 mile
quently left their work, and

y Who were holders of large

er his own or Lis Overseer’s supcr\'ision; he
mself from the operations, and to iave remain-

3 away from lLiswork, the contractors cousc:
S . .
'ome are reported to have gold their Lullocks.

————

ORDER THEREGY 17
REON, 17th August 1865, No. 1,912,
\ Forests, No, 6. t

No. 280.

1. TInaletter dated the 28th Al’r‘l
1865, No. 1,266, Cyptain DBeddome, ﬂ“‘t
to the notice of Government tad Dol)uty Conservator of Forests, brour?fh'

. 1L certau 3 : 3. . tin;
Assistant Conservator in chgre ! transactions in which Mr. Spring, Act?

e of the Ana: 1 been
: . =} Anamal av } . 1. Y
involved, and which scemed, lay and BBl umputty Range, 1

in . 1 9 .« . u’ht
» mot to be allowed to return to Captain Beddoms's opinion, to shew that he OU&

the indep
endent .
2. Government resery 1 charge of a Ranze.

be put in possession of fullerc('1 ffhur final judgmént on the matter until they c?‘}ll-ls
AN L niormation - Lut 1 R BREE seperularnitits

which Mr. Spring had undoubtcdlybech ) n consideration of theirres

salary should be

discontinued ypti] furthgunt?i oo they endercd tha p\\'i“\l'\t) (‘i)f)l;;)*
3. Fuller reports oy the condug A ers._(f}. 0. Oth May 'INM’f | " itter
. ¢t of Mr. Spring together with his .“ﬂl to
» Government, anl they are constrait®™®
wt imputed to My, Spring, he 13 shewn t(z )m\t.;
money without notifyingywh;xt he was dum;r‘il,y
MY regulie reeord of his transactions;

: ugh criminality is1
pz-nd away heavy sums of t}o public
Lis superiors, and withoy

these an i
d other rregular to have Lroyeht
D

.. r f ,' n ﬂl“
. Yo . . ﬂllu‘lt bnch a ”t 1o on |

d 14 122 ‘ 10N 1n 'l \
3orean 1113 Rilno'(,', that )Ia or BHC

s nee 0

. : e LC

refuse to take over charge of it il was bliged i He
4. Under these cire

’ o . [ f )‘l'\',
from the 30th of April to the PrCSQntGO\ ernment are of opinion that the loss 01 ]

. . )f‘l'

. 9th May 1805 'date, to which Mr., Spring i3 subject, 11 nec (he
he llaysb 63, No. 956, *will be a proper punishment ”r‘o

propos; een shewn to Lave ccmmitted; and they appro’ o
Position that 3, Spring should Le placed in futurc un¢

t k(‘(‘p‘.ng

Captain Beddome’s
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th August 1865.

some other Officer, and not be allowed to remain in independent charge of a Range.
Captain Beddome will now direct Mr. Spring to resume his duties.

5. The Officer who is at present in charge of the Anamallay and Bolumputty
Range should carefully serutinize the subject of the large advances made })y (1;1:
Spri;g to cart-drivers and others, and a report should eventlfally be s’ub.m1tt3 c(;
Government, shewing whether any of the advances made .by him are unadjusted an
irrecoverable, and if so, whether he is personally regponsfble for them.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Officiating Conservator of Forests.
,, the Accountant General.
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