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- Read the following letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coim-

batore, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort Saiht George, dated Coimbatore, 28th July

1865, No. 91:—

No. 156.

-

1.
out what lands should be reserved on certain parts of the Neilgherries, I request

supplied with copies of the large survey maps of the hills, which I
w being lithographed under the orders of Government. I have
Hannyngton, Special Assistant Collector, regarding the

land to be rescrved on the Kotagherry side of the hills, with which he is intimately
acquainted ; but you will observe, from the copy of his Jetter which I herewith
= transmit, that he declares his inability to mark out the reserves on a map of so
small a scale as that reduced from the late Captain Ouchterlony’s large map— 4
indeed, he seems to think that he will be unable to mark them satisfactorily on the

large map.

9. In attempting to define the plantation lands on the map, transmitted with
my letter of the 27th February 1865, No. 26, I experiénced much difficulty in
arriving at anything like a correct approximation as to localities, although I
was well acquainted with the country : such being the case, I fear that the map
would convey a very vague idea of the position of the lands planted to a person

unacquainted with the country.
3. The Sholah lands likely to be applied for on the Kotagherry side of the
hills are but few, there are with one or two exceptions mno large sholahs. The
largest sholah 1s situated near Keel Kotagherry village, about seven miles to the
east of Kotagherry ; it has for ages past supplied the Koters with wood for domestic
d is, in their minds, invested with a thousand asso-

| : and agricultural purposes; an
ciations which should protect it from destruction. The whole of the forest on the

eist and north-east face of the hills should be reserved for the protection of the
water, which during the hot months of the year is even now insufficient to meet
the wants of the country below. The swamps on the hills should, I think, be most 3
rigidly protected; they tend much to the perennial flow of water from the hills to
) the low country. The sholahs adjacent to the swamps should also be reserved.
: Tue preservation of the sholahs and swamps is a matter of no small consideration
. to the numerous herds of buffaloes during the hot weather, without water these
o 1imals cannot well exist, for whilst the hill sides, from the effects of frost at night
a1d a burning sun during the day, are brown and afford a most scanty subsistence,
the swamps.

they can always obtain green grass in
' . 4. The sholahs of any size in the Kodanad country beyond Kotagherry have »

- ‘ all been sold. In fact, with the exception of the sholahs on the Koondahs and \ :
' those in the Thodanad or Thoda country proper, most of the sholahs of note have R

f] Dbeen purchased or passed into the possession of parties ere the new waste land rules
came into operation. In the Thodanad country most of the large sholahs are b
adjacent to the munds ; and each application for them will have to be disposed of |

4 .
on its merits, the claims of the Todars being duly borne in mind.

that I may be
believe are no
several times spoken to Mr.

‘ ) » : ‘ SIR, -
a With reference to my letter, dated 27th February 1865, No. 26, pointing p
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
10¢th August 1865.

No. 157. OrpER THEREON, 10th August 1865, No. 1,853.

1. The Government observe that a map is now under
preparation on a scale four times larger than that of the
reduced map referred to by Mr. Grant.

2. The sheets, as ready, will be forwarded to the Collector, in order that
reserves and existing holdings may be marked on them as exactly as possible.

Miscellaneous, ‘

3. The orders of the Supreme Government, as to reservation of forest on hill
ranges, will be carefully maintained in view.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.
To the Board of Revenue.
,,» the Collector of Coimbatore.
Exd. S. T. Angastin.
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