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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19¢h July 1865.

No. 323. Read the following letter from J. I. MINCHIN, Esq., President
Municipal Commission, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretar,
to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Kurnoo{
11th July 1865, No. 30 :—

SIz,

1. The Government is aware that the Municipality of Kurnool have under-
taken the distribution of water, supplied to the town by the Irrigation Company,
and the purchase of the same from the Company on behalf of the peoplé of the town.
The channels of distribution through two main streets are nearly completed, and
water was let into them on the 1st J ulfr. Communications are taking place between
the Municipality and the Officers of the Company relative to the payment for the
water for the current official year, and it ishoped that a satisfactory arrangement
will be arrived at. In the coming year the water must be paid for by volume, and
the price to be fixed- for the same is a matter of vital consequence to the Kurnool
Municipality.

9. In the Procecdings of Government, dated 24th June 1865, No. 224, Legis-
lative Department, the Governor in Council has requested the Government of India
to permit the introduction of a Bill, into the Council of the Viceroy, for fixing a
maximum price for water supplied by the Company for purposes other than irriga-
tion, at 400 cubic yards the Rupee. The correspondence which had taken place
between the Consulting Enginecr and the Agent of the Company is affixed to those
papers. ) ‘

3. The price originally proposed by Colonel Cot.ton as the mazimum rate to be
charged was 500 cubic yards for a Rupee, and this rate was accepted by the
Government in their Order dated 11th January 1865, No. 37, as a mazimum : but
Colonel Cotton in his letter appended to those papers, under date 20th November
1864, No. 1,138, in the 5th paragraph, valued the water to be supplied to Kurnool
at 10 Rupees per cubic yard, supplied hourly.throug.h the year, which is at the rate
of 876 cubic yards for the Rupee, and his maximum rate referred to future
possibilitics.

4. The Agent to the Company in his letter dated 14th March 1865, No. 136,

objected, on the part of the Company, to any fixed rate, and wished that the maxi-

mum rate should be fixed simply as never to exceed double the maximum price that
shall for the time being, and from time to time be charged under the Contract.

5. Upon this letter the Consulting Engineer, regarding the question of a
maximum rate as merely of possible importance in the future, suggested that a
further margin should be allowed to the Company by raising the rate to 1 Rupee
for 400 cubic yards, and to this the Government assented in their Order, dated 10th
May 1865, No. 964, remarking, however, that no attempt had been made to prove

\

that there is any, much less so great a difference as one-half between the value of

watcr supplied for irrigation and for other purposes.

6. The Provisional Chief Engincer of the Company has just favored the
Municipality with bis opinion, that there is no reason not to charge the maximum
rate about to be lezalised for the supply of Kurnool town, which will raise the prico
to moro than double that proposed by Coloncl Cotton, of 10 Rupees per cubic yard

{\\er hour throughout the year, on the expectation of which moderate charge the.

[unicipality undertook the construction of ex)pcnsivc works of distribution, which
will probably cost before completion 50,000 Rupces.

7. At the present rates for irrigation the Company has to supply water for
an acro of land throughout the year, for Rupees 8: the most moderate estimate will
not give less than 10,000 cubic yards of water as the minimum necessary supply ;
many persons consider double that quantity of water to be required. At the lowest
estimate, the price charged to the Kurnool Municipality for water to irrigate one
acre of land throughout the year would, at the proposcd maximumrate, be Rupees 25.
1f any water is supplied for such purposes by the Municipality for gardens in the
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town, it must be charged at this extravagant rate per acro to prevent absolute loss,
as the whole of the water taken for the town will, in future, be paid for by volume.

8. Desides the price of the water paid to the Company, the Municipality must

recover out of the water-rate charged on individuals, the cost of the distribution,

which at ten per cent. on the capital expended will probably not be less than
Rupees 5,000 by the time the works are completed.

9. The population of the quarters of the town to which water can be supplicd,
amounts to about twenty-four thousand, and accepting Colonel Cotton’s rough
estimate that 400 cubic yards per hour throughout the year will finally suffice for
the wants of the community, it will be found that instead of Rupees 4,000, which he
proposed to charge for that supply, the cost to the Municipality at the rate of 400
cubic yards for a Rupee will be Rupees 8,760.

10. Such an extraordinary difference in the payment to the Company upscts
all the calculations on which the intended water-rate was founded, and would
necessitate the raising of the rate to an extent that would be burdensome to the
community. With the exception of a fow wealthy individuals, the majority of the
towns people would probably prefer to revert to their old, inconvenient system of
procuring water from the rivers on which Kurnool is situated.

11. As it appears that the maximum rate, which by law will be permitted to
be charged, is intended to be the normal rate charged by the Company, the Muni-
cipality of Kurnool respectfully beg that the Government will re-consider the ques-
tion, and recommend to the Imperial Legislature that a maximum rate be now
fixed proportionate to the pricc now charged for irrigation, with the proviso that
the same may be increased hereafter in the same proportion as the rate for irriga-
tion may be raised in the mode prescribed by the Contract.

12. The Municipality are of opinion that the charge proposed by Coloncl
Cotton was a fair one, and in accordance therewith, the maximum rate, until an
snerease be made in the charge for irrigation, might be fixed at 800 cubic yards
the Rupee.

13. When Colonel Cotton proposed 500 cubic yards for the Rupee as the

maximum rate, it was solely with reference to a future rise in the value of water,
and consequent increase of charge for irrigation.

No. 324. OrpER THEREON, 19th July 1865, No. 1,662.

Forwarded to the Consulting Engincer for the Irriga-
tion and Canal Company, who will obtain an cxpression of
the views of the Company’s Agent on the point raised by
the Municipality, and submit it to Government with his own
opinion.

Miscellaneous,

-

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting Engincer for Irrigation and Canal Company.
, the President Otl‘; the Municipal Commission, Kurnool.
, the Public Works Department, ; 3

:, the Board of Revenue, } for information.

Exd. S! T. Augustin.
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