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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 8th July 1865

Read the following letter from H., CLEGHORN, Esq., . 0., Con-
gervator of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 28th April 1865 :—

No. 135.

Sir, ‘

1. After my returnto Madras, on the lst ultimo, I made myself acquainted
with the Forest Proceedings recorded during my absence in the Punjab and North-
West Provinces, and from March 16th to April 4th, I made a rapid visit of inspec-
tion to the various plantations in Coimbatore and Malabar. 1 herewith submit my

Notes on the progress of these works, with a few remarks on the condition of the

Forest Department generally. .

9. Nellumbur Teak Pluntation.—I inspected the whole of these plantations
in company with Mr. Ferguson, the Assistant Conscrvator in charge, and I was
much pleased with the results of his systematic management, during the past three

-ears. The trces are healthy, thinning operations have been judiciously carried
out, and the plantations are remarkably clear of crecpers and parasites.
4 3. Necessily for a Foresty—As the plantations beeame older and more
extensive, the necessity was evident for obtaining the services of a man experienced
in planting and pruning trees, and felling timber. Mr. Ferguson, a Scotch Forester,
is well suited for the charge entrusted to him. The rude instruments formerly used
have been abandoned, and others substituted which were supplied by the Sceretary
of State. The natives have learned touse the pruning knife and chiscl, and have
not been slow to perceive that Mr. Ferguson is master of his business. He-
occupies a small house in the middle of the plantation, and has overcome many of
the difficultics attendant upon Lis isolated position among the Nairs, who have
hitherto persevered in excluding scttlers from the valley, .

4, Eutending Plantation.~—The plantations have been considerably extended
during my absence, and a large picce of ground on the river bank is cleared and
prepared for this year’s planting. A block is also marked off for next scason, after
which the most of the remaining Government ground, near Nellumbur, is either
rocky or swampy, or contains a considerablo quantity of natural Teak, not yet ready
for theaxe. I visited the Nelicota forest in 1858, and corsider the soil and situa-
tion peculiarly suited for the growth of Teak and Blackwood. Mr. Ferguson sug-
gosts that the prospective operations should be half at Nellumbur, and half in the

Nelicota tract of Government land, By this arrangement the plantation would be
’ compact shape* and easy of supervision,

*Sce Mr. McGregor’s Report, recorded in Pro- while the division of labor between these
ccedings of Government 1862, two places would diminish the pressure
' upon the scanty laboring population of

the neighbourhood.

5. Rates of labor.—The question of raising the wages of daily labor was
referred to me, and I came to the conclusion, that four Annas per diem would suffice
at present. Mr. Ferguson may be trusted to arrange the wages of laborers as
may be suitable from time to time, provided the total amount sanctioned be not
excceded in any month.

. 6. Tmprovement of roal~Theroad through the vallev, connecting Mambat
and Calicut with the Karkur Ghdt is much improved. There is now consider-
able traffic with the Wynad and Mysore, by this route and better bazaars are
established.

7. Culicut D:pot.—The Calicut Depdt is absolutelv required, as the Teak-
wood can only be sold with advantage on the sea coast. From what I have scen! a
large supply of this most valuable timber, so important to the State, is being raised
and will be available in quantity asrequired. MMr. Cabral who has been long in the
Bombay Timber Depdt is well fitted for the post. °

8. Chatoo Menon—~Chatoo Menon Nair, originally appointed by Mr
Conolly, as Sub-Conservator, carriedon this great work, from the beginning in 184i
to 1862, and appcars to have been rather abruptly pensioned though at his own
yoquest. 1le has done good service, and should nof regeive less refiring allowange

i Cz‘ﬂ V”\“,.
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As some of the Australian trees flourish in a remarkable manner, and promiée
t addition to our timber trces on the Neilgherry and Pulney

at when procecding to England in 1860, I obtained from
Mr. McIvor, Superintendent Government Gardens, Ootacamund, a series of the
flowering specimens of the more robust species of Australian Acacia and Encalyptus,

have been so extensively introduced, as to alter

growing in the garden, and which havi :
Neilgherry plateau. The seeds of the different

in some measure the scenery of the . _ ! e di
ived at different times, and from various districts of

species having been recel and '
Australia, the nomenclature was naturally perplexing in some cases. I submitted
these botanical specimens to Dr. J. D. 1Tooker, Assistant Director at the Royal
Gardens, Kew, who compared them with the standard specimens in the Herbarium,
and favored me with the result of his examination. “ Below you will find an
accurate list of the Australian plants naturalized on the Neilgherries, which you
were good enough to bring me.”
Albizzia lophantha, Benth.
Acacia decipicns, DBr.
v, Stricta, Willd.
' verticillata var ruscifolia.

. ,,: marginata, BY.s '
- o, longifolia, Willd. named A. dodonecfolia
Yy, melanoxylon, , A robusta
Yy deallala, -y A. melanoxylon
pulchella.

Eiz,czalypéus glanca. .
pulvernlenta, named perfoliata

amygdaling, — , . pendula -
uraging fact that packets of seeds of Australian

‘trees naturalized in the Neilgherries and
in Mysore have been found to grow well

)
. »
It is an intercsting and enco

Encalyptus. ’ 1 > 1
Acacia. in the plains of the Punjab, and are now

. Grenillea. being supplied to the canal plantations
on an extended scale. It may be added

“that the supply of secds from Sydney and Meclbourne (now casily procured) thrive
well upon the Neilgherries, while those from Moreton Bay and Qucen’s Land succeed
admirably at Bangalore.

12.  Cinchona Plantation.~1 visited the Cinchona plantations at Dodabetta,
Neddivattam and Pykara in company with Mr. MelIvor, and found them in a

"most prosperous condition. Though March is the driest scason, the plants exhibited
no evil cffects from the drought.

The wholo system of propagation by slips and eyes, transplanting to nursery
beds, manner of planting out, shading, staking, &e., is adn}lrably managed, and
it has been well illustrated and described in the Notes of Cultivation, a useful hand-
book to all interested in the culture of Cinchona. ‘

The culture under trecs has been abandoned with satisfactory results. Mr.
MelIvor specially directed my attention to the vigorous appearance of the plants in
the open ground, and it certainly is remarkable how well they look even on
cxposed situation. o L ‘ ‘

Tt is evident, as mentioned by Mr. McIvor in his last report, that C. Suecirubra,
and C. Calisaya, thrive best at Neddivattam, while C, Oficinalis and C. Condaminea

succeed better at Dodabetta. o

i The C. Suceirubra especially promises to be a very handsome tree. The fallen
Jeaves are of a blood red color, and as Mr. Spruce remarked in his visit to the Cin-
chona forests, are similar in look and feel to a piece of morocco leather.
© The taste of the fresh bark of C. Succirulra indicated abundance of a pure

bitter, and the increase of alkaloid reported in Mr. Howard’s analysis of the third
de upon 15th June 1864, is highly satisfactory, and if the

.remittance of bark ma
‘increase continues will be very encouraging to intending cultivators,
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As some of the Australian trees flourish in a remarkable manner, and promiée
t addition to our timber trces on the Neilgherry and Pulney

at when procecding to England in 1860, I obtained from
Mr. McIvor, Superintendent Government Gardens, Ootacamund, a series of the
flowering specimens of the more robust species of Australian Acacia and Encalyptus,

have been so extensively introduced, as to alter

growing in the garden, and which havi :
Neilgherry plateau. The seeds of the different

in some measure the scenery of the . _ ! e di
ived at different times, and from various districts of

species having been recel and '
Australia, the nomenclature was naturally perplexing in some cases. I submitted
these botanical specimens to Dr. J. D. 1Tooker, Assistant Director at the Royal
Gardens, Kew, who compared them with the standard specimens in the Herbarium,
and favored me with the result of his examination. “ Below you will find an
accurate list of the Australian plants naturalized on the Neilgherries, which you
were good enough to bring me.”
Albizzia lophantha, Benth.
Acacia decipicns, DBr.
v, Stricta, Willd.
' verticillata var ruscifolia.

. ,,: marginata, BY.s '
- o, longifolia, Willd. named A. dodonecfolia
Yy, melanoxylon, , A robusta
Yy deallala, -y A. melanoxylon
pulchella.

Eiz,czalypéus glanca. .
pulvernlenta, named perfoliata

amygdaling, — , . pendula -
uraging fact that packets of seeds of Australian

‘trees naturalized in the Neilgherries and
in Mysore have been found to grow well

)
. »
It is an intercsting and enco

Encalyptus. ’ 1 > 1
Acacia. in the plains of the Punjab, and are now

. Grenillea. being supplied to the canal plantations
on an extended scale. It may be added

“that the supply of secds from Sydney and Meclbourne (now casily procured) thrive
well upon the Neilgherries, while those from Moreton Bay and Qucen’s Land succeed
admirably at Bangalore.

12.  Cinchona Plantation.~1 visited the Cinchona plantations at Dodabetta,
Neddivattam and Pykara in company with Mr. MelIvor, and found them in a

"most prosperous condition. Though March is the driest scason, the plants exhibited
no evil cffects from the drought.

The wholo system of propagation by slips and eyes, transplanting to nursery
beds, manner of planting out, shading, staking, &e., is adn}lrably managed, and
it has been well illustrated and described in the Notes of Cultivation, a useful hand-
book to all interested in the culture of Cinchona. ‘

The culture under trecs has been abandoned with satisfactory results. Mr.
MelIvor specially directed my attention to the vigorous appearance of the plants in
the open ground, and it certainly is remarkable how well they look even on
cxposed situation. o L ‘ ‘

Tt is evident, as mentioned by Mr. McIvor in his last report, that C. Suecirubra,
and C. Calisaya, thrive best at Neddivattam, while C, Oficinalis and C. Condaminea

succeed better at Dodabetta. o

i The C. Suceirubra especially promises to be a very handsome tree. The fallen
Jeaves are of a blood red color, and as Mr. Spruce remarked in his visit to the Cin-
chona forests, are similar in look and feel to a piece of morocco leather.
© The taste of the fresh bark of C. Succirulra indicated abundance of a pure

bitter, and the increase of alkaloid reported in Mr. Howard’s analysis of the third
de upon 15th June 1864, is highly satisfactory, and if the

.remittance of bark ma
‘increase continues will be very encouraging to intending cultivators,
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: " ', . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 11
10 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 1 ) g f " 8th July 1865. * ",. —
| o - 8th July 1865." o : '{ i " ' e
| ANo‘ 186, - | o o i : * plantations from the high winds which  often prevail and of providing a supply of
o N0 A% OrpEr THEREON, 7th July 1865, No. 1,566. | ! - valuable house-building material. The proposal is approvgd, 1imd. Mr. 'MCIVOl;i will
” 1 “ : “ | . ? ! i ’ i i diture so as not to exceed the provision made iu
Forests, No. 5. I . 1. In this letter Dr. Cleghorn, the Conservator i § . ‘t’ﬂ;rzu;i:s:’ zzgr‘,;laﬁllfdg eltus expenditure 5o asn ot TeR .
o ‘ - of Forests, reports upon ‘the several plantations 1n | I rent y _ get N S -
2 ‘ Nll | Z:‘ R COlmbato;Q and Malabar which he recently inspected. " 11. Tea Plantations.—Dr. Cleghorn’s remarks 'vgrith‘ l‘espect1 to privlrfteNTef.
o & Duibumboor Teak Plantation.~The Nullumb ion is reported ! plantations shew clearly that the successful culture of tea not only on the Neil-
TP to bﬁ.m a very satisfactory condition in every rcspoé)to rag‘&af){rp%ﬁ-t:ﬁ?xil’: I1.'011)11:114&&1 i ] gherries but also on the Pulney and Shervaroy ranges and in' Coorg, is no longer a-
. are 1g‘hly“cre‘d;tablc to Mr, Ferguson, the Assistant donser : ‘;01‘ : 2 charee of it. i b matter of doubt. - The Tea-makers from the North-Western Provinces rendered good
gy M R , ° ! ‘ ‘ o varor e \ ** - sgervice on the Neilgherries, and Dr..Cleghorn notes that since their employment a
. carriod on fn be}r%;lson § proposal that half his future planting operations should be © .. great improvement has taken place in the manufacture of the local 4teas, and that
‘approved, u “III‘I;“boorw, and ' half in the“ Nc}ic“ota‘ tract of GI:)w-emment lapd i3 Lo ﬂma.r‘xy fa@ﬂles use these teas ‘exgluswelyl.l | oo . o
L4 The G e e e . .. 12. Sandal-wood—Dr. Cleghorn deprecates any alteration in the rule hither-
" tions ag may g )Ozgrnrr:ent will not object to Mr. Fer guson’s making such altera-f ' i ..o . tofollowed in this Presidency in regard to Sandal-wood,  viz., to rescrve it always
with. the sanéticInIl) 0; trllltéc%ssﬁl(;y i the rates of daily wages, so long as ho does 80 1 - - . andnot to sellit except upon pass. The Government are not aware that any altera-

ctor, who has the immediate supervision of the operas
T Reep otal amount sanctioned for cach month’s expenditure.

e i . " | ) " ' ' " » N . "
9. The case of Chatoo Menon,

tion is contemplated. They have prohibited, by a recent Order dated 10th May
1865, No. 966, any- interference with Sandalwood growing on lands in the occupa-
T " , - . tion of Ryots, and the equity of this prohibition is too evident to be disputed. The
alluded to in' paragraph 8 of Dr. Cleghorn's g ‘ existing practice will be followed strictly in regard to Sandalwood trees growing
letter, has already received the special " “on Government land; and the attention of the Board of Revenue will be called to
1\;0' 1,776.. consideration of Government, and tho ~ Dr. Cleghorn’s remark that the rocky ravines where Sandalwood flourishes should
0 Government of Tndia from Tons: ‘ - arrangements then made have been sanc- . pot be given up for cultivation or on Puttah. . :
‘ L,I_!;lrgnt,dg@tefldl3th December 18‘3(3?1011\‘}'3 O%I:;:ft tioned by the Supreme Government, and '  giTer e I :
" No. 2080 % dated 22nd January 1863, ggmhrmod"by: the - Seerctary. of - State.
" From Secrc'my‘o‘f ‘Sta;o o G“ ] - Ihe pension awarded is Rupees 37;8-0
 Indio, duted 24th April 1863, No. gor ot f 41 not Rupces 35 as stated by Dr. Cleg-

o | %ions, and keeps within the t

Revenue Procoedine
e Procee?.mgs, dated 21st August 1862,

. . 13.  Red Sanders and Blackwood Plantations.—The Government are glad to hear’
| that favorable results are expected from the Red Sanders Plantation in Cuddapah,
and the Blackwood Plantation in South Canara. .

homn, and Government sco no reason for . ‘ , . o e e i
T - re-considering the subject. ; ‘ 14. Annamallay Forests—The lease Oi;, %10 (f)olreshts' b? longm;g to Sheh?olllu}?;
: - 6. Th ing Conservato ™ o o “ e : ' ode Numbidi; alluded to in paragraph 18 of Dr. Cleghorn’s report, and whic
. .carrying oute tﬁzcglt?r?(re(;toimel zro;tor of P(’rﬁgtﬂ will report as to the feﬂﬁblhti’ of S guggests should be renewed, WI.?)J.S tfkeg for 16 years from the 1st March 1851, and .
~ should Be made g s ol ‘O?fo . "Wd by DE Cleghorn in paragraph 9, that Nullumboor ; o expires on the 1stJanuary 1867. The agreement was executed between the Collector
" additional exponditas o Im estry for Conservators and others, and will state what " of Coimbatore and the Numbidi. The subject will be referred to the . Collector of
| - penditure would be caused by its adoption, o | L Malabar, in which District tho tract is situated, for reportas to the terms on which

o be N 7. dDr. Cleghorn recomm
; RJ.ISC from 150 to 200 Rup
- ot hapees 30, The Gove
- ) . overnment are not 0 increase the i ! .
" hmupees 30, 1T Jovorume fi;l:}; 0;111 ((:;- R}:(;{)M-Cd E.O 1“911010“50 tho ,{csm}t Qxl)endl . ' ment shewing the actual financial result of the lease about to expire.
DProposed distriyuts el Y Wil give favorablo consideration to any L o A Il s g ‘ in i
Dhiposed distr (,l)(‘lllt;z)n olf t‘h(‘} available provision for Establishments which may, with- ' o -+ 16. . License system.—The hints given by Dr. Oleghorn in parta}graph ao_fas to
- to the desired pxt nal cost, allow of Mr., Ferguson’s emoluments beine inercased how tho liconso ystems shouid o 0 ST efvelase i g e S o s

j * Department.” . :

| o vy iy the lease. o -
ends in paragraph 10 that the pay of Mr, Fergusonf the Numbidi may be willing to renew the lease.

ces per mensem exelusive of the travelling allowancof o T Captain Beddome will also be réqﬁested to submit a brief but clear stato-

e

o

" B Plané{ggl;zlsttnwlillflzpla‘tw?z.w'l'ho remarks made by Dr. Cleghorn on the Austra- ; v . 1 T
- ypated from PreViOuS(‘r 1ug‘t0n are more encouraging than could have heen anticl- oo 17. In paragraph 22 Dr. Cleghorn states that acrll la.ddltmx}el : ds&st&u;)t who,
- eight aeres. annually ‘CIZH ts, AII‘O proposes to inercase its extent hy planting out ' . while learning his duty with the Conservator, can agfixé 2 11m 11318111 c)tr;rtan th? com-
‘annual expenditur - 10‘ cting Conservator will be requested to report if this ~ petent to ﬁll any vacancy, is much wanted. Captain De o“me wilrey ?_n 18 pro-
ure can be met from the profits on the - sule of poles and firewooc * posal, stating at the same time how far the sanctioned establishment will allow of

*.off the plantati :

utll)]] a‘lld lf 'not ,1 \ “« . . . .

i My RO, v wether . the wovision made in the 12 @ for tho - its being carried out.
-, eurrent year is suflicient {o meet it, provisin ?m‘l“(}“‘n‘l the Budget for 8 : z S

-

iy
TR

18. - The remaining paragraphs of the rcport undel: revicw roquire no parti-
S cular remarks. = The preparation of a work .

r

B rdlted 9th February 1863, No. 273, 9 Chinchona  Plantaticn~=The

g 5

o S § o - : : o hop is Presid Hud-
the repors R . ‘ . Government | have reeontly reviewed } - ] ‘ Oth November 1863, No. ?,Q{S' .on the t.1mbL1 trees of this Presidency, allu
mm’spi(: :f on the Chinchona plantations for 1863-61 y and the result {;f Dr. Cleg- ‘ o © 24th Decamber ,, ,, 257 ed to in the last paragraph, formed the
ex erim q;cctmn Str?]«lgly supports the view taken by them, of the suceess of the : - 4,%: Februarg 1864, ,, - é;'{ subject of the Orders noted in the margin.
beriment and the efficiency of Mr. Melvor’s supervision, | T : Jo 18, SO Tlie undertaking was ordered to be kept in

10 Dr. Cleg} Snes £ S e
R 9. Dr, Cleghorn brine: o I s .
.+ the ridges adjucent to the )12?5‘??"““‘1 f‘ll“ oposttion made hy Mr, MeIvor to plant , )
. taking.would be attended ;\:ftll;tﬂm“nsvth_‘x encalyptus, and observes that the undar- : \ S T
R R 1 the two-fold advantage of affurding shelter to thef i L

abevance in consequence of Dr. Balfour being engaged in the preparation of a similar
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i 12 Proceed};&, OJ; the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
{ | 8th July 1865
; .

x‘ "work. That gentleman will

now be requestcd to inform Government what progress
Le Las made with the work.

1] (True Ex’u ract. )
1 | (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Ij Acting Secretary 1o Government.
i
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| To the Acting Conservator of Forests.

] » the Superintendent Chinchona Plantations,

‘ ,F » the Board of Revenue. ’

O . the Collcctor of Malabap
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